SEELA SUBBA RAO

India’s achievement in the agriculture
sector, though impressive in some areas
and States, has remained below poten-
tial. There is a large gap between the in-
come of agriculture and non-agriculture
workers. Even after over seven decades
of planning, most farmers still face the
problem of poor production and inade-
quate return for their produce.

Major Constraints

According to Agriculture Census 2010-11,
the number of operational land holdings
stood at 138.35 million with an average
size of 115 hectares. Of the total holdings,
85% are in the marginal and small farm-
ers’ categories of less than 2 hectares.

Seed is a critical and basic input for at-
taining higher yields and sustained
growth in production. Distribution of as-
sured quality seeds is as critical as the dis-
tribution of seeds. Unfortunately, good
quality seeds are not within the reach of
most farmers, especially small and mar-
ginal, because of exorbitant prices.

In spite of large-scale mechanisation
in some parts of the country, there is less
use of technology resulting in poor pro-
ductivity. Also, farmers are still depend-
ent on informal agencies for their credit
needs despite a steady increase in the
flow of rural credit from formal institu-
tions. When the agriculturist’s capital is
locked up in his lands and stocks, he is
obliged to borrow money for stimulating
the tempo of production.

Transforming Crucial

Transformation of the sector is crucial
as 40% of households in the country de-
pend on agriculture for their employ-
ment and livelihood. Research reveals
that during the period of high agriculture
growth (above 4%), almost half of it was
driven by an increase in agricultural
prices. Thus, if agricultural prices do not
rise faster than other prices, there is a
danger that the growth rate of agricul-
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Making the farm vision work

A shift in emphasis from growth to efficient growth with a new approach will convert challenges into opportunities
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LETTING FOOD PRICE RISE BEYOND ACC|
INCENTIVISE FARMERS TO RAIS

ture will collapse, which then becomes a
major cause of agrarian distress and im-
pacts the overall economic growth.

A formidable and foremost challenge
at present is how to sustain agriculture
growth without letting food prices rise
beyond acceptable limits and also to in-
centivise farmers to raise production
without causing hardship to consumers.
Hence, a shift in emphasis from growth
to efficient growth is needed.

Successive surveys provide empirical
evidence that there is a large-scale with-
drawal by female labour from agricul-
ture. However, such withdrawals have
sharply decelerated while the shift of
agriculture labour from the sector has
accelerated.

India currently produces about 726
million tonnes of food to meet the de-
mand of 1.3 billion people. Three-fourth
proportion of this comprises food of plant
origin (pulses, cereals, vegetables, etc)
while the remaining comprises food of
animal origin (milk, egg, fish etc). Agri-
culture will be required to produce 40.7%
more food in the next 15 years to meet the
domestic demand, which implies 2.3% an-
nual growth. We will need about 1,016
million tonnes of food by 2031-32. Apart
from meeting the agri-food production
target, the real challenge comes from the
composition of food and meeting nutri-
tion requirements.

Agriculture accounts for more than
80% of total water use in the country.
Still, more than 50% area under cultiva-
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tion is without irrigation. Because of the
common practice of flood irrigation,
water use efficiency in the country is
around 33%. Indian farmers use 2-times
the water used to produce one tonne of
food in major agricultural countries.
Without modern irrigation facilities
such as drip, sprinklers and sensors, the
country cannot address the stress on
water use.

Paradigm Shift

The National Agriculture Policy (July
2020) seeks to actualise the vast un-
tapped potential of agriculture and aims
at achieving a growth rate of 4% per
annum in the sector with inclusiveness
and equity. It emphasises the need to
cater to domestic markets and maximise
benefits from agri products. However,
certain recommendations of the five re-
ports of the Swaminathan Committee
(2004-20006) need to be blended with the
National Agriculture Policy to enhance
productivity, profitability and sustain-
ability of major farming systems.

The present challenges need to be
converted into opportunities. Problems
such as low wages, stress of manual
work and irregular employment can be
addressed by innovative approaches in
production and post-harvest activities.
These can be harnessed by developing
and promoting new farm models based
on knowledge and skill-based agricul-
ture and post-harvest value-addition at
the farm itself. The Pradhan Mantri

Kaushal Vikas Yojana can play a vital
role in this by promoting and imparting
skills required in modern agriculture,
value-addition and primary processing.

Food surplus has been continuously
increasing for more than three decades.
This requires a complete shift in food
policy from shortage management to
surplus management. We need to attain
export competitiveness, and for this, the
focus should be on three areas: Prices in
primary markets should not be higher
than international prices; price spread
should be reduced and producers should
be integrated with global chains.

Special focus is needed to raise the in-
come of farmers at a much faster rate.
This needs transformation of agriculture
and marketing through a strategy that in-
volves an increase in productivity, re-
duction in average cost, better price re-
alisation for farm produce, expansion of
allied activities and shift of farmers to
non-farm activities.

Upgrading farming from low-tech to
high-tech such as greenhouse cultivation,
polyhouses, tissue culture, and precision
farming will reduce average cost and en-
hance the income of farmers. Application
of biotechnology will play an important
role in shaping the future of agriculture.
Agri-biotechnology occupied a back seat
after the restrictions imposed on field
testing and the non-release of Bt brinjal in
the country. Countries which have em-
braced GM and genetically engineered
technology have gained a lot in terms of
productivity and cost. We must weigh the
option for acceptance of biotech products
vis a vis going back to indigenous tech-
nologies.

Use of nano-technology for the en-
hancement of food quality and safety,
and the efficient use of inputs will be in
near future. Nano-materials in agricul-
ture will reduce wastage in the use of
chemicals and also minimise nutrient
losses in fertilization. This may also be
used to increase yield through pest and
nutrient management.

A well-coordinated strategy between
the central government and States is
paramount to ensure that agriculture
marches to the next stage of develop-
ment along with secondary and tertiary
sectors. Enhanced role of the private
sector, active land lease market, forma-
tion of Farmers Producers Organisa-
tions and liberalised output market will
help address these challenges.

(The author is former
Assistant General Manager, Nabard)
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"Teesta delay holding up
Hilsa fish supply to India

Hasina playfully chides Indian govt.

SUHASINI HAIDAR

NEW DELHI

Playtully chiding the Indian
government for failing to de-
liver on the Teesta water
sharing agreement, Bangla-
desh Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina on Monday said the
treaty, held up since 2011
due to differences between
the Centre and West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee, was also holding up
Hilsa fish supplics to India.

“You [India] aren’t giving
us enough water, so I can't
give you Hilsa fish right now.
But [ promise I will be able
to supply Hilsa by the up-
coming Puja season [in Oc-
tober],” she said, laughing,
during a diplomatic recep-
tion in Delhi, in a reference
to the lower water flows in
the Teesta and other rivers.

India and Bangladesh are
expected to sign some
agreements on joint man-
agement of rivers on Tues-
day, and discuss a number
of ways to cooperate on wa-
ter sharing.

In an indicator of how im-
portant the issue is on the
bilateral agenda, the Bangla-
desh High Commission,
which hosted the special re-
ception for Ministers, diplo-
mats and military officers in
Delhi, had named each of
the tables at the dinner after
a Bangladeshi river, includ-
ing Teesta, Megna, Padma,

Khowai and Kushivara.

When asked about
whether she would meet
Ms. Banerjee during the vi-
sit to New Delhi (September
5-8), Ms. Hasina said she
wanted to meet the West
Bengal Chief Minister, like
on her previous visits, but
learned that Ms. Banerjee
had not come to Delhi.

“Mamata is like my sister,
and we can meet anytime.
Some tics arc personal,
beyond politics, like my re-
lations with the Gandhis,”
Ms. Hasina told journalists,
in a reference to Congress
president Sonia Gandhi .

Ms. Hasina spoke emo-
tionally about her visit upon
arrival to the Nizamuddin
Sufi shrine on Monday.

She explained that she
had first visited the Dargah,
that dates back to 1325 AD,
on April 9, 1981, while she
lived in exile in Delhi after
her father’s assassination.

“I had an unusual feeling
about the visit, it was a very
spiritual place. I then went
and read my father’s [Ban-
gladesh founder Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman’s] diary and
realised he had visited the
Nizamuddin dargah on the
same day on April 9, in
1946,” Ms. Hasina said.

On Thursday, the Bangla-
desh Prime Minister will vi-
sit the Ajmer Sharif Dargah
in Rajasthan.
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Parts of Bengaluru go under
as overnight rain floods city

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

BENGALURU: Boats, tractors and
earthmovers were deployed on
arterial roads and in residential
colonies as heavy rain flooded
large parts Bengaluru, virtually
shutting down the city and
sparking an outpour of public
anger against mismanagement
and alleged misgovernance.

Water supply was snapped in
large parts of Bengaluru on
Monday, and several localities
were without power for hours,
amid reports of serpentine traf-
fic jams on the city’s waterlogged
streets, and flight disruptions at
the airport.

Bengaluru recorded about

131.6mm rainfall ina 24-hour-pe-
riod ending Monday —the sec-
ond-highest single-day rainfall in
September in 24 years. According
to the IMD data, Bengaluru
recorded its highest rainfall for
the month on September 12,1988
at177.6mm of rain. On September
26, 2014, the city recorded
132.6mm of rain.

Kamataka chief minister Basa-
varaj Bommai on Monday said he
has instructed officials to ensure
that water is drained out from the
inundated roads at the earliest.
“There have been heavy rains in
Bengaluru, I have spoken to the
commissioner (municipal corpo-
ration), and other officials. I have
asked officials to depute two State
Disaster Response Fund (SDRF)

teams to Mahdevapura and Bom-
manahalli zones in the city that
have been worst affected, with
boats and other equipment...also
engineers are there,” Bommai
told reporters.

Bommai said the administra-
tion has started clearing encroach-
ments ondrains. “For example, in
Bheemeshwari (river from where
drinking water is supplied to Ben-
galuru), thereare encroachments
in the upper side of it. And we will
takeall action to clear it,” he said.

Butresidents and experts said
this was too little, too late.

The waterlogging in localities
such as Rainbow Drive Layout
and Sunny Brooks Layout
reached a point that tractors and

continued on 211

What explains the
massive flooding
in Bengaluru?

Abhishek Jha

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: It's not just
heavy rain. Although this
monsoon has been
extremely rainy, it should
not be an excuse for
flooding since itis known
that the climate crisis is
changing weather pat-
terns and administra-
tions must be prepared
for these shifts. P8
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FRIEND IN DEED

PM Hasina's supporters and opponents back home will be
tracking her India visit for headway on Teesta water-sharing

RIME MINISTER SHEIKH Hasina of Bangladesh, in Delhi on a four-day visit, will

hope to return with a bag full of crucial agreements that could stand her in good

stead in the country’s next election towards the end of 2023, Last month, when

Bangladesh Foreign Minister Abdul Momen declared at a public gathering that
India must ensure PM Hasina stays on in the interests of regional stability, the statement
caused red faces on both sides, and the minister did not find place in Hasina's delegation to
Delhi. Itis nosecret that India would be more than pleased if PM Hasina were towin afourth
consecutive term. India-Bangladesh ties have seen their best phase under her premiership
from 2009. Her strong stand against Islamist militancy and terrorism, and her government's
denial of safe havens to anti-India groups have built a strong basis for co-operation. Of course,
the relationship has not been free of problems. The Mational Register of Citizens in Assam
and the Citizenship (Amendment) Act nationally have provoked concernin Dhaka, While it
wias left o diplomacy to do damage control --India's anti-Covid vaccine diplomacy provided
a healing touch — it was largely PM Hasina's political maturity, her astute understanding of
the regional dynamic, and her ability to see the big picture that saw the smoothening out of
thebad patch. When anti-Hindu riots broke out during Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit
ahead of West Bengal elections in 2021, Delhi's appreciation of the stern action against those
who had instigated the riots was in striking contrast to its reactions to episodes of anti-mi-
nority violence in Pakistan,

PM Hasina has also calibrated the India-China balance with tact. Last week, Chinese
Foreign Minister WangYiwas in Dhaka. China describesitselfas Bangladesh's *most reliable
long-term strategic partner”, but the country's foreign minister told the Financial Times only
days later that Sri Lanka was a cautionary tale on taking loans from Bejjing. Nodoubt Hasina's
visit will provide Delhi the opportunity to gauge the Dhaka-Beijing relationship better. But
India and Bangladesh can say they have the best cross-border overland connectivity links in
the South Asian region, with more plans in the pipeline. The countries are joined by two bus
servicesand three train services. Bar one, all pre-Partition rail links between smaller stations
have been restored. Bangladesh wants to join the India-Myanmar-Thailand trilateral high-
way. Waterway agreements have facilitated trade through inland waters making it easier for
India totransport goods through Chittagong port to the north-east, while Bangladesh's trade
with third countries, such as Bhutan and Nepal, can be routed through Indian ports. The two
countries also have significant energy co-operation — the entire outputof a 1,600-megawatt
purpose built thermal plant by the Adani group in Jharkhand is supplied to Bangladeshwhich
purchases it under a 2016 agreement.

The twosides may sign a Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement during this
visit. But what the Bangladesh Prime Minister really wants is a Teesta river water-sharing
agreement, stuck for over 10 years, in large part due to West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee's opposition, Both PM Hasina's supporters and opponents at home will be tracking
the visit to see if it delivers on this all-important dernand,
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