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State stares at water

crisis as it marks
18.4% rain deficit

Saurabha Kulshreshtha

htmumbai@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: In the last three
months of monsoons, the dry
spell in August has impacted
the state's water reserves,
marked by an 18.4% deficit of
rain. Eighteen districts received
less than 75% of the average
rain in this period. Given this
situation, the state could be
staring at a severe water crisis if
it does not get sufficient rain in
the remaining days of this sea-
son, which is the end of Septem-
ber.

1,955 villages and hamlets are
facing shortage of drinking
water already and the govern-

hamlets are facing a shortage
of drinking water

ment has put 406 tankers on the
road to supply potable water.
In this period last year, only
seven villages faced a similar
crisis. ->P3
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{ 18 DISTRICTS AFFECTED }

With 18.4% rain deficit,
state stares at water Crisis
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MUMEBAI : In the last three
months of monsoons, the dry
spell in August has impacted
the state’s water reserves,
marked by an 18.4% deficit of
rain. Eighteen districts received
less than 75% of the average
rain in this period. Given this
situation, the state could be
staring at a severe water crisis if
it does not get sufficient rain in
the remaining days of this sea-
son, which is the end of Septem-
ber,

Areport received by the chief
minister’s office on Tuesday
from the agriculture depart-
ment underscores this point.
(See box.)

1955 villages and hamlets are
facing shortage of drinking
water already and the govern-
ment has put 406 tankers on the
road to supply potable water. In
this period last year, only seven
villages faced such a crisis
which was combated with four
tankers pressed into service.
Apart from the alarming report

1,955 focngwator shr

of the volume of additional sup-
ply, the water storage report by
the water resources department
is equally startling — the dams
have less than 20% stock com-
pared to last vear, On Tuesday
the storage in the dams was
only 64.75% of its capacity. Last
vear the dams had B4.84% water
storage at this time.

Ujani dam, which is one of
the largest in the state, has only
17.54% live stock compared to
100% available last year. Koyana
dam has only 80.36% live stock
today compared to 94.60% last
vear. While the margin of deficit
in the dam over last year may
not seem big, considering that
the dam uses 67 TMC water for
hydro power generation, the
14% deficit could affect power
generation from the hydro
project in summer next year.

The rain deficit in the state
has also affected the crops in
one thirds of the state and the
agriculture department has ini-
tiated the process of reviewing
crop damage to ensure that
farmers get the advance pay-
ment under the crop insurance

There has been no rain here for
the last four weeks. | sowed
udad (black split gram) in my
field. But this dry spell has
affected the crop and | will
lase half of my produce.
LAXMAN JADHAV,
a farmer from Bakshi Hipparaga
wvillage, in south Solapur tehsil

Water storage in dame in 2022

Water storage in dams in 2023
64.75%

schemes, Officers from the agri-
culture commissioner office
sald, a report submitted to the
government states out of 2579
revenue circles 446 did not
receive rainfall for more than 21
days and 608 revenue circles
did not receive rain for more
than 15 days. The shortfall has
affected crops in 1054 revenue
circles in 14 districts, “The Agri-
culture department is continu-
ously monitoring the situation
in the state, so that farmers can
be paid after the review of crop
damage is completed,” said
Anup Kumar, additional chief
secretary, agriculture depart-
ment.

Laxman Jadhav, a 43-yvear-
old farmer from Bakshi Hippa-
raga village, in south Solapur
tehsil fears he will lose 50% of
his crop. “There has been no
rain here for the last four weeks.
I sowed udad (black split gram)
in my field and was expecting
28 gquintal of produce from my
five-acre land. But this dry spell
has affected the crop and [ will
lose half of my produce,” said
Jadhav.
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Delhi Jal Board holds
high-level review meet
for Yamuna cleanup

NEW DELHI: In a step
towards cleaning the Yamuna
River, a high-level review
meeting headed by D]B Vice
Chairman Somanath Bharti
was conducted which brought
together various departments,
including Haryanas Flood
Department, to assess ongo-
ing initiatives.

The focus of this review was
the Najafgarh drain (Sahibi
river), which is a major con-
tributor to Yamuna pollution.
DJB and collaborating agen-
cies are undertaking multiple
projects, including trapping
drains, constructing new sew-
age treatment plants, upgrad-
ing existing facilities, and
expanding the sewer network.
"To ensure the targeted cleanup
of the Yamuna, Bharti issued
strict directives.

Sewage from areas con-
nected to the sewer network
will not flow into Najafgarh
drain without proper treat-

ment, as per the new man-
date. To enforce this directive,
a joint team comprising offi-
cials from DJB, MCD, PWD,
and the Irrigation and Flood
Control Department will be
formed. This team will over-
see the prevention of untreated
sewage discharge into Najaf-
garh drain, a critical step in
reducing Yamuna pollution.
Notably, the Najafgarh
drain contributes to 67 per
cent of the overall pollu-
tion in the Yamuna. Efforts
are being intensified to trace
and rectify sources of sew-
age entering this drain. The
review also highlighted some
unidentified sources, despite
DJB’s previous efforts. A
joint inspection team, con-
sisting of DJB, MCD, PWD,
and Irrigation and Flood Con-
trol Department officials, will
work together to identify these
sources and connect them to
sewage treatment plants. MPOST
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Heavy rains fill Godavari projects to brim

16 floodgates of Sriram Sagar Project lifted; full to gross capacity of 90 tmc

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Godavari basin projects are
full to the brim for the sec-
ond time this season. Con-
sequent to widespread
rains in the catchment, all
the projects on the river
have started receiving
heavy inflows and are
likely to rise further, espe-
cially with the weather de-
partment issuing an orange
alert for several districts
from Wednesday to Friday.

Sriram Sagar Project
continued to receive an in-
flow of over 50,000 cusecs
and outflow is being main-
tained at the same volume
by lifting 16 of its flood
gates as the project is full to
gross capacity of 90 tmc.
Kaddam project is also re-
ceiving inflows of 36,000
cusecs. Current storage of
the project is over 6.6 tmc
as against the gross storage
capacity of 7.5 tmc. In view
of the problems encoun-
tered at the time of peak
flood level it touched last
month, over 56,000 cusecs
of the flood flow was being
let off.

Other projects on the
river including Yellam-
palli, Lakshmi barrage and
Saraswati barrage also wit-
nessed heavy inflows. Over
46,000 cusecs of flood
water was being let off
from Yellampalli as against
an inflow of 36,000 cusecs.
At Lakshmi barrage, the in-
flow was in the order of 1.67
lakh cusecs and the same is
maintained as the flow. At
Saraswathi barrage, 45 of
its 66 gates were lifted let-
ting out a flood flow of one
lakh cusecs.

Water gushes out of the Lower Manair Dam in Karimnagar district on Tuesday.

People told to keep off power
lines, transformers

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Telangana State Southern
Power Distribution Com-
pany Limited Chairman and
Managing Director G
Raghuma Reddy on Tues-
day advised people to exer-
cise more caution near elec-
tricity poles in the wake of
incessant rains that contin-
ued to lash the State for the
second consecutive day.
Raghuma Reddy re-
viewed the power supply
situation through an audio
conference with Chief Gen-
eral Manager and Superin-

tending Engineer of the
company and asked them to
take measures to ensure un-
interrupted power supply
to all consumers and re-
store power wherever there
was a breakdown.

The CMD asked the gen-
eral public and electricity
consumers to follow pre-
cautions during the rainy
season. He cautioned peo-
ple not to stand near live
wires, power lines and
transformers when it was
raining. Livestock and pets
should also be kept away
from electrical equipment,
he said. “If an electric wire

is lying anywhere on the
road or in water, do not step
or drive over it. If anyone
notices snapped or broken
wires, they must contact the
nearest electrical staff,” he
said. In case of any emer-
gency related to power sup-
ply and other issues, people
can call 1912 /100/local fuse
office and special control
room of the electricity de-
partment on 7382072104,
7382072106 and 7382071574.
They can bring power re-
lated problems to the atten-
tion of officials through the
company’s mobile app,
website, X and Facebook.

Singuru
nears FRL

STATE BUREAU
Sangareddy

Water level in the Sin-
guru Multipurpose Proj-
ect is inching close to
Full Reservoir Level
(FRL) as it has been re-
ceiving continuous in-
flows since Monday
evening, owing to heavy
rains in Manjeera’s
catchment area.

Singuru is the only
project that was not filled
to the brim in the Go-
davari basin in Telan-
gana this season. The
rest of the projects in the
State had become sur-
plus more than once. The
project had 28.141 tmc ft
of water against its full
storage capacity of 29.91
tmc ft.

It was receiving 5,749
cusecs of water as of 6
pm on Tuesday. The in-
flows went up to 16,000
cusecs on Tuesday after-
noon. The Genco had
started power genera-
tion by operating the
pump houses.

Meanwhile, a man
identified as Kummari
Sudhakar (35) of Gum-
madidala was washed
away on a tank’s weir
while he was crossing
the overflowing weir on
his two-wheeler at Mam-
bapur Patel Cheruvu in
Gummadidala mandal.
The body was retrieved
later. Nallavagu too was
receiving heavy inflows
and started overflowing
on Monday night.
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Officials release the water by
opening spill gates of the Lower
Manair Dam in Karimnagar on
Tuesday.

HEAVY INFLOW OF
WATER RECORDED
AT KALESHWARAM

DC CORRESPONDENT
KARIMNAGAR, SEPT. 5

The Kaleshwaram Lift
Irrigation Scheme (KLIS) is
receiving voluminous quanti-
ties of water and is releasing
all of it due the heavy rain
over the past few days.

In Lakshmi barrage at
Medigadda, all 85 gates were
opened to allow the entire
inflow 2,05,980 cusecs to flow
out. Saraswathi barrage was
discharging more water that it
was receiving, via 45 gates:
90,402 cusces outflow against
76,235 cusecs inflows.
Saraswathi (Annaram) bar-
rage has 3.54 tmc ft against its
full capacity of 10.87 tmc ft.

At the Parvathi barrage too,
officials had opened all 50
gates and were releasing the
2,10,000 cusecs of inflow. The
barrage had water at 5.92 tmc
ft against its full capacity of
8.83 tmc ft.

Due to heavy inflows of
water from upstream and with
continuous rains from the past
few days around 2,04,192
cusecs of inflow of water was
recorded.
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