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CM: Finish sewerage
links on time, ensure
24x7 water supply

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal held a mee-
ting on Friday to review the
action plan for Delhi Jal Bo-
ard projects, including 24x7
water supply, 100% water pi-
peline connectivity, exten-
ding sewerage services and
cleaning the Yamuna.

The CM directed the offici-
als to make sure that the 100%
sewerage connectivity project
is completed within
the stipulated time-
line. He said, “Offi-
cers should have a
complete  under-
standing of the on-
ground reality and
what we can deliver:
We will not make

7N

any false promises Arvind Kejriwal har: “These cater to

During the review mee-
ting, the status of piped wa-
ter supply in unauthorised
colonies and pilot project
areas was also discussed.

Government officials cla-
im that out of 1,799 unautho-
rised colonies in Delhi, a wa-
ter pipeline network has been
laid in 1,633 colonies and pi-
ped water supply has been re-
leased in 1,573 colonies, “The
supply is yet to be notified in
B0colonies. Thebalance num-
ber of uncovered co-
loniesis166," an offi-
cial said.

The pilot pro-
Jjects for 24x7 water
supply are being un-
dertaken in Malviya
Nagar, Nangloi and
Mehrauli-Vasant Vi-

to the people. While
improving infrastricture, we
need to ensure that we supply
water24x7 to the households."”
A government official said
that several projects are being
undertaken to clean the waste-
water and drains flowing into
the Yamuna. “Agencies have
taken up in-situ treatment of
wastewaterand quality impro-
vement of ‘effluent parame-
ters' of existing Sewage Treat-
ment Plants STPs. The plants’
capacities are being augmen-
ted by installation of additio-
nalaeration systemsand other
measures,” the official said.

12% of the Delhi po-
pulation. The projects will be
completed by March 31, 2022,"
the official said.

An additional 11% popula-

tion will be covered under24x7

projects being taken up under
the command of the Chandra-
wal Water Treatment Plan.

A DJB official stated that
notification for seweragecon-
nectivity tos5colonies has be-
en recently issued. “Twelve
colonies in Badli were com-
missioned and the notifica-
tion in the process increased
the number of colonies from
56110 573,” the official stated.
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m 6 bridges collapse, dam badly damaged
MP govt orders probe into
collapse of bridges in floods

Floods as flood situation
improves, toll rise to 18

RABINDRA NATH
CHOUDHURY
BHOPAL, AUG. 6

The Madhva Pradesh gov-
ernment on Friday
ordered a probe into the
collapse of six bridges in
the Gwalior-Chambal
region in the state in the
current floods.

State public works devel-
opment (PWD) minister
Gopal Bhargav said a com-
mittee of senior engineers
of the department has
been constituted to probe
the breach of these
bridges.

While five bridges built
on the Sindh river were
washed away in the cur-
rent floods in Datia and
Bhind districts, the other
bridge built on the Seep
river in Sheopur district
collapsed.

Of the four bridges that
were built over the last 12
vears. The fifth bridge
was barely a vear old,
while the oldest bridge
that collapsed was built
around two decades ago.

Besides, a dam built over

AGE CORRESPONDENT
BHOPAL, AUG. 6

The Madhva Pradesh gov-
ernment turned its focus
on relief and restoration
works in the flood-rav-
aged Gwalior-Chambal
region as the flood situa-
tion improved in the belt.

The toll in the rain-relat-
ed incidents in the state
has mounted to 18 with
four more deaths reported
in the flood-affected areas
on Friday While Shivpuri

district has reported 11
deaths, Gwalior and
Morena districts have
reported three and two
deaths respectively Bhind
and Sheopur districts have
reported one death each.
Official reports said
around 60,000 people have
been affected by the flood.
CM Shivraj Singh
Chouhan announced to
set up a task force of 11
state government depart-
ments to launch relief
and restoration works.

river Seep at Saikala in
Sheopur district suffered
massive damages by the
flood leading the whole
village of Mewa Kotha to
wash away, official
reports reaching here on

Friday said.

The bridges that col-
lapsed were built at an
estimated cost of 33.67
crore. This apart, many

roads in the Gwalior-
Chambal region were also
washed away in the floods,
official reports said.

The minister's decision
to order a probe into the
collapse of the bridges
comes in the wake of alle-
gations of poor construc-
tion of the bridges made
by former chief minister
Kamal Nath.
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Haryana all
set to join list
of ‘Har Ghar
Jal’ States

PNS B NEW DELHI

aryana is all set to join the

list of 'Har Ghar Jal' States
in the country with 21 of its 22
districts being connected with
tap water supply. Goa,
Telangana, Andaman and
Nicobar islands, Puducherry,
Diu & Daman and Dadra &
Nagar Haveli are the other
States and UTs with the status.

With all rural households
of Jind and Palwal in Haryana
recently being connected with
tap water supply; now, all house-
holds in 21 of the 22 districts in
Haryana have potable water
facilities. Mewat is the only dis-
trict where nearly 82 per cent
families are currently connect-
ed with piped water supply .

Every family of Mewat will
have tap water connection by
early September and Haryana
will be the sixth state in the
country to have 100 per cent
households having domestic
water connections, the ministry
said in a release.

“It is expected that the tar-
get will be achieved as early as
the last week of August or the
first fortnight of September,” a
ministry official said.
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| SAFETY | RISKS | Seepage, cracks not repaired; all money spent on new projects

Cash-strapped TS ignores old dams

RAM: REDDY I1DC
HYDERABAD, AUG. 6

Thousands of crores of
rupees are being spent for
construction of new irriga-
tion projects in Telangana
state but there are no funds
for maintenance and
repairs of existing projects.
Worse still, there is no dedi-
cated budget to maintain
irrigation projects.

When on one side, paucity
of funds is leading to non-
repair of seepage and
cracks in canals, on the
other, poorly maintained
and ageing dams are posing
safety risks. The latest inci-

dent of collapse of
Pulichintala project gate
brought to fore the lapses in
the maintenance of irriga-
tion projects.

After the formation of
Telangana in 2014, Chief
Minister K. Chandrashekar
Rao accorded top priority to
the irrigation sector, which
is getting highest alloca-
tions of nearly 220,000 crore
every year. This vear, the
sector got nearly 17,000
crore. But all these funds
are spent for construction
of Kaleshwaram project ata
cost of ¥ lakh crore,
Palamuru Ranga Reddy
project at a cost of 260,000
crore and Sitarama project

» THIS YEAR the irrigation
sectc-r got ¥17,000 crore.
But all the funds are sﬁent
for constructing Kalesho-
waram project at T1 lakh cr,
Palamuru Ranga Reddy pro-
ject at 60,000 cr and Sitar-
ama project at 214,000 cr.

at 14,000 crore.

In September 2020, the
right «canal gate of
Nagarjunasagar broke
which led to wastage of
water for seven months
until it was repaired. The
project’s spillway was dam-
aged due to worst-ever
Krishna floods in 2009, the

repair works of which were
not completed totally even
after 12 vears due to lack of
funds.

Musi project’s gate Nos
washed away in October
2019 resulting in wastage of
4.46 tme ft of water, Sarala
Sagar project in
Wanaparthy breached in
December 2019 which led to
wastage of 0.45 tmc ft of
water. Kadem project's gate
No.2 collapsed in
September 2018 resulting in
wastage of 5 tme ft. The gov-
ernment incurred 5 crore
for repair works later.

The budgetary allocations
are spent only to pay bills
for contractors, land acqui-

SHORT TAKES

MAINTENANCE
STOPPED DUE TO
FUND CRUNCH

From page 1

On May 26 this year, the Chief
Minister announced that the
funds required for taking up
maintenance works would be
made available with the prin-
cipal secretary of irrigation
department shortly but did not
materialise even after two
months.

Officials have stopped main-
tenance works due to lack of
funds for the past few years.
This iz leading to frequent
incidents of seepage and
cracks in canals, dams posing
safety risks to all.

sitions and R&R packages,
which are not sufficient
resulting in the government
owing huge arrears to con-
tractors and others leaving
no funds for maintenance
and repairs of existing pro-
jects,

The state government is
totally dependent on the
Centre for funds for opera-
tion and maintenance. The
state government has
sought 240,169 crore from
2021 to 2026 for mainte-
nance of projects under var-
ious Central schemes,
which are awaited.

® Page 4: Maintenance
stopped due to fund crunch
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Heavy rain causes flood-like

situation in parts of Rajasthan

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Sultry weather
prevailed in most of north
India on Friday and intense
rain in parts of Rajasthan
forced dams to release 1.5 lakh
cusec water causing flood-like
situation while heavy rainfall
is likely in deluge-hit Mad-
hya Pradesh where the almost
week-long downpour has tem-
porarily subsided.

In Rajasthan’s Jhalawar dis-
trict, a boy died when a wall
of his house collapsed as very
heavy rainfall in isolated areas
of the state’s Hadauti region
affected normal life.

Khanpur, which received
the highest 172 mm of rains
in a day, Sarola and Asnawar
areas of Jhalawar were facing
a flood-like situation due to
intense rain in the last six days.
On Friday morning, two dams
released over 1.5 lakh cusec of
water worsening the situation.

The Kalisindh dam opened
10 gates at 11 am, releasing
nearly 1,18,000 cusecs of water
while the Bhim Sagar dam
opened five gates and released
nearly 50,000 cusecs.

Apart from Jhalawar, sev-
eral areas in Baran district
are facing a flood-like situa-
tion with most of the rivers
in the region are overflowing,
The Baran-Thalawar road is
inundated.

The weather department

Assi Ghat flooded due to rising water level of Ganga river after heavy rain, in Varanasi, on Friday

has predicted heavy to very
heavy rainfall at one or two
places in Sawaimadhopur,
Dholpur, Karauli and Baran
districts on Saturday. An offi-
cial of the department said that
rainfall activities are likely to
reduce in the next 24 hours
after the weakening of the low-
pressure area.

Haryana and Punjab wit-
nessed weather similar to
Delhi. Gurgaon registered a
high of 34.9 degrees Celsius.

Ambala in Haryana
recorded a maximum temper-
ature of 35.2 degrees Celsius
and Hisar registered a high of

35.6 degrees Celsius. In Punjab,
Amritsar recorded a maximum
0f 32.2 degrees Celsius, Ludhi-
ana 32.2 degrees Celsius and
Patiala at 35.1 degrees Celsius.

Light to moderate rainfall
and thundershower occurred at
isolated places in Uttar Pradesh
with Deoband in Saharanpur
recorded 5 cm of precipita-
tion, Gaighat in Ballia and Alla-
habad 4 cm each, Salempur in
Deoria and Muzaffarnagar 3
cm each.

The highest maximum
temperature in the state was
recorded in Varanasi at 35.7
degrees Celsius.

Rainfall has abated in Mad-
hya Pradesh after intense show-
ers pounded the state for close
to a week claiming 12 lives in
flood-ravaged Gwalior and
Chambal divisions and dis-
placing many.

The entire state received
interment rainfall on Friday
with Guna district in Gwalior
division receiving 156 mm of
rain from 8.30 am to 2.30 pm.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has issued
orange and yellow alerts for 17
districts, warning of heavy to
very heavy rainfall.

The orange alert for Vidi-

sha, Raisen, Rajgarh, Guna
and Ashok Nagar districts
while the yellow warning is for
Sehore, Shajapur, Agar-Malwa,
Neemuch, Mandsaur, Shivpuri,
Datia, Sheopur, Seoni, Sagar,
Tikamgarh and Niwari.

Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chou-
han spoke to Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and sought
the Centre's help to rescue
around 50 persons stuck in a
flooded area in Ashok Nagar
district. Army and National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) teams were needed to
evacuate the stranded persons
as Air Force helicopters were
unable to fly due to inclement
weather, he told Shah.

According to the Chief
Minister's Office, teams of the
NDRF and Army have been
rushed to the spot after the
conversation,

Under the influence of a
cyclonic circulation fairly wide-
spread rainfall in JTharkhand
and Bihar is likely from next
Sunday. Uttarakhand and Uttar
Pradesh may recieve scattered
to fairly widespread rainfall
in the next five days, the IMD
said.

Reduced rainfall activity
likely to continue over penin-
sular India and adjoining east
Central India, Maharashtra and
Gujarat state during the next
four to five days, the weather
department said.
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ief Minister Basavaraj Bommai and NCP chief Sharad
Pawar at CM's home office ‘Krishna’ in Bengaluru on Friday.

Bommai meets

Pawar, discusses
witer dispute

Elaborate talks
planned between
K'taka and Maha

—

BENGALURU, DHNS

hief Minister Basavaraj

Bommai met NCP chief

Sharad Pawar on Friday
and held discussions on is-
sues related to water sharing
between Karnataka and Ma-
harashtra.

According to a statement
from the Chief Minister’s
Office (CMO), a meeting will
shortly be scheduled in Delhi
between leaders of both the
states.

Pawar, who met Bommai at
his home office Krishna for a
courtesy visit, also agreed to
extend cooperation between
the states over flood manage-
ment along the River Krishna
basin. Districts in the two
states where the river flows
have suffered devastating
floods for three consecutive
yearssince 2019,

The two leaders have pre-
ferred to resolve any disputes
over water sharing between
the states by holding talks, the
CMOreleaseadded.

“For detailed discussions
on water disputes and water

sharing, the two agreed to
hold a meeting soon,” the re-
lease said.

Both the governments are
expected to announce a date
for the talksin Delhiover these
issuesshortly.

Pawar tweeted to say that
he got a call from Bommai.
“On my visit to Bangalore, I
gotacall from (Bommai) who
expressed his wish to meet
me. Keeping therespectof his
position in mind, I decided to
go and pay a courtesy call on
him,” the veteran NCP leader
said.

“Tam thankful for hiswarm
hospitalityand hoping thatthe
two states would continue to
work together with a Coop-
erative vision in the years to
come.”

Later in the day, Mahar-
ashtra Water Resources Min-
ister Jayanth Patil also met
Bommai and greeted him on
becoming the chief minister.

Speaking to reporters after
meeting Patil, Bommai said:
“We discussed the Upper
Krishna Project third stage
notification and (Krishna
Water Disputes) Tribunal
notification. We'll have an-
other meeting in Delhi. We
also discussed the Dudhgan-
ga project and the monitor-
ing of floods. (Patil) was very
happy that both states have
coordinated well. We will take
itforward.”
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