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Rajya Sabha passes Water
(Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Amendment Bill 2024

New Delhi, Feb 6 (PTI)
The Rajya Sabha on
Tuesday passed a Bill
which seeks to decrimi-
nalise minor offences re-
lated to water pollution,
enable the Centre to
prescribe service condi-
tions of chairpersons of
State Pollution Control
Boards, and exempt cer-
tain categories of indus-
trial plants from statuto-
ry restrictions.

Piloting the Water
(Prevention and Control
of Pollution) Amend-
ment Bill 2024, Union
Environment Minister
Bhupender Yadav said
that development and
environment protection
must go together.

There should be har-
mony in ease of living
and ease of doing busi-
ness, he added.

Sabha by voice vote.
Replying to a debate
of the Bill, the minister
said its provisions will
lead to greater trans-

parency in dealing with

various issues related to
water pollution.
According
statement of objects and
reasons of the Bill, the

to the

companies operate with-
out fear of imprisonment
for minor, technical or
procedural defaults.
Also, the nature of
penal consequence of
an offence must be com-
mensurate with the se-
riousness of offence, it

added.

According to the Bill,
the central government
will be empowered to
exempt certain catego-
ries of industrial plants
from the application of
section 25 relating to re-
striction on new outlets
and new discharges.

According to the
proposed law, the cen-
tral government will
prescribe the manner of
nomination of chairper-
sons of State Pollution
Control Boards. It also
empowers the central
government to issue
guidelines on the mat-
ters relating to the grant,
refusal or cancellation
of consent by any state
board for establishment
of any industry, opera-
tion or process, or treat-
ment and disposal sys-
tem or bringing into use
of new or altered outlets.

The Bill also seeks
to decriminalise minor
offences and replace it
with monetary penalty
in case of continuation
of contravention.
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WATER WARRIORS: Noida Authority wins
Water Digest World Water Award 2023-24

DIPIKA KIROLA

NOIDA: The Noida Author-
ity on Tuesday was recognised
as “Water Warriors' and won
the annual Water Digest World
Water Award 2023-24 in two
separate categories.

Union Minister for Jal
Shakti Gajendra Singh Shek-
hawat presented the award dur-
ing a ceremony in New Delhi
to Noida Authority Additional
CEO Satish Pal and General
Manager (Water) RP Singh,

According to officials, the
authority has won the award
in the categories for ‘best STP’
(sewage treatment plant) and
water reuse as it competed with
several government agencies.

Taking to X, Jal Shakti
minister Shekhawat posted on
Tuesday “Participated Today in
the Water Warriors for Peace
2023-24 program organized by
Water Digest organisation in
New Delhi. In the annual pro-
gram of Water Digest, selected
talents working in the interest
of society in the field of water
are honoured. This effort of the
organisation gives us an oppor-

tunity to know new water war-
riors every year’.

Detailing the achievement,
ACEO Satish Pal said that
a total of eight sewage treat-
ment plants are being operated
on Sequential Batch Reactor
method at four locations in
Noida area.

“The capacity of all oper-
ated plants is 411 MLD. Avail-
ability of high grade treated

water with full chlorination
under stages 1, 2 and 3 at all the
plants is with Territory Treat-
ment Plant and all the plants
are connected online on CPCB
server, he said.

“A total of 260 MLD treated
water is being received from
these plants at present of which
approximately 70-75 MLD is
used for irrigation in green
belt parks, golf courses, wet-

lands, construction activities,
firefighting, and ponds, etc, in
order to improve the ground-
water level,” Pal informed.

The Noida Authority said
it is committed to utilise the
treated water received from all
the STPs in greater quantity.
By financial year 2024-25, the
authority has proposed a target
of using 125 MLD treated water
for various purposes.
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Dumping Of Waste In Rivers:
Panel Wants Penal Provisions

Asks All Stakeholders To Ensure Safe Operation Of ITO Barrage

File photo

Vishwa.Mohan
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A parliamentary
panel has recommended pe-
nal provisions against dum-
ping of waste inrivers, inclu-
ding Yamuna, and asked govt
1o proactively engage all sta-
keholders for ensuring the
safeoperationof theITO bar-
rage so that Delhi does not
again become victim of floo-
dings as witnessed in July
last vear.

The panel standing
committee on water resour-
ces — that reviewed cleaning
projects of Upper Yamuna ri-
ver and riverbed manage
ment in Delhi submitted its re-
port in Parliament on Tues-
day River Yamuna enters the
capital at Palla from Haryana
and exits the city to enter Ut-
tar Pradesh at Asgarpur
which is approximately a 40-
km stretch.

Noting that dumping of
waste into Yamuna has not
only impacted its ecological
flow but also disfigured the
beautiful landscapes around
theriversites, the panel asked
the department of water reso-
urces to prepare guidelines/

s

B e N

e + L
HOPING TO AVOID A REPEAT AT ITO BARRAGE

rules to prevent such acts.

“Violation of these rules
should attract penal provi-
sions in order to avoid waste
dumping in the rivers inclu-
ding Yamuna,” said the pa-
nel, chaired by BJP Lok Sab-
ha member Parbatbhai Sa-
vabhai Patel.

It noted that though the
DelhiDevelopment Authority
(DDA) has taken a number of
steps such as deployment of
security guards, installation
of surveillance and issuing
challans to prevent dumping,
those actions did not prove to
be effective deterrents, It said
the number of challans has
increased fromone in the year

2018 to 610 in the year 2021, in-
dicating the rise in instances
of dumping of debris into the
river Yamuna,

“.dumping of waste,
construction material, and
bio-medical waste have the po-
tential to obstrruct the natural
flow of water during intense
precipitation and water may
accumulate where it is not re-
guired and thus may result in
flash flood,” said the report.

During review of the river
Yamuna cleaning project, the
panel took into account the ex-
cessive presence of heavy me-
tals like lead, copper;, zinc,
nickel, cadmium and chromi-
umintheriverbed, and alsoas-

ked to explore ways including
providing financial assistance
to the states to establish elec-
tric and CNG furnaces in cre-
matoriums along the river to
reduce pollution in Yamuna.

“Besides, the department
with the concerned Yamuna
basin states need tofind ways
to discourage rituals on the
pyres built on the banks of
Yamuna and if possible shift
the cremation sites away
from the immediate periphe-
rv of the banks of Yamunain
order to prevent contamina-
tion of river water,” it said.

In view of huge flooding
in DelhiinJuly last year, the
committee undertook a field
visit to the ITO barrage and
noted that the main cause of
non-functioning of these ga-
tes is “heavy silting in and
around the gates and poor
maintenance of hydro-me-
chanicalequipment”.

Flagging its concerns,
the panel urged the depart-
ment to mediate in the mat-
ter (between Delhi and Ha-
rvana) and play the role of
an “honest broker” in resol-
ving this contentious issue
by pro-actively engaging all
stakeholders.
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Rain gives biggest push to
groundwater table: Report

Lakes, Tanks
Not Found To
Play Big Role

Niranjan.Kaggere
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Contrary to
ongoing efforts fo recharge
the groundwater table
across Karnataka, especial-
ly in and around Bengaluru
region, by filling up lakes
and tanks, the annual report
on ‘Dynamic Groundwater
Resources of Karnataka
2023" has revealed that natu-
ral rainfall results in the hig-
hest recharge of groundwa-
ter table.

Of 18.9 billion cubic met-
res(BCM)of recharge obser-
ved across Karnataka, the
lakes and tanks contributed
only 0.5 BCM, while natural
rainfall accounted for the
highest contribution of 10.3
BCM, according to the re-
port. Among the districts,
Belagavi tops with the hig-
hest percentage of ground-
water recharge, while Beng-
aluru Urban and Rural dis-
tricts occupy the last spots.

According to officials at
the Ground Water Directora-
te of Karnataka, groundwa-
ter table recharge happens
through six methods —rain-
fall, groundwater irrigation
(GWI), canals, tanks-ponds,
surface water irrigation
(SWT), and water conserva-
tion structures (WCS).

Rainfall was the biggest
contributor, followed by re-
turn flow from SWIand GWI
at 4.9 BCM and 2.2 BCM, re-
spectively, the report stated.

Elaborating further on
the study, a minor irrigation
department official said ra-
infall data from three diffe-
rent agencies and the availa-
bility of water in various
waterbodies during 2022 we-
re considered toestimate the
recharge rate. “While asses-
sing recharge through lakes
and tanks, we normally con-
sider 60% of the water spre-
ad area against the number
of days the water lasts. Ho-
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DISTRICT-WISE RECHARGE | Nitrate-polluted water in B'luru
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Estimating the status of groundwater across Kar-
nataka, officials have also assessed the quality of
groundwater by collating data from Central Ground
Water Board and Ground Water Directorate. “While
fluoride contamination was noticed in 14 taluks, largely
in North Karnataka, salinity was seen in 17 taluks. Due
to anthropogenic activities, nitrate contamination was
noticed in 41 taluks, including Bengaluru North and
Yelahanka taluks in Bengaluru. In 12 taluks, uranium
contamination was observed, including Madhugiri

in Tumakuru, Bangarpet and Mulabagilu in Kolar,
Chintamani in Chikkaballapura, and Nagamangala in
Mandya," the report stated.

happens
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Source: Dynamic Groundwater Resources of Karnataka 2023

wever, in Kolar and Chikka-
ballapur districts, where KC
and HN Valley projects are
under progress, it wasobser-
ved that there was100% avai-
lability of water all through
the vear as they were filled
up with treated water,” the
official explained.

Recharging of ground-
water table by lakes and
ponds is measured in terms
of metres per hectare per
day, which is the overall in-
crease in the groundwater
level caleulated in terms of
the hectares over which the
waterbody nearby is spread
on a daily basis.

“Among the districts, Be-
lagavi topped the list by re-
charging 1,25,931.4 metres
per hectare per day (ham),
followed by Uttara Kannada
and Vijavapura. Bengaluru
Rural occupied the bottom
placefor minimum recharge

with just 20,676.2 ham. Bar-
ring Ballari, Davanagere, Kop-
pal, Mandya, Raichur, Bagal-
kot, Haveri, Hassan, Ramana-
gara and Kolar districts, whe-
re recharge was largely
through SWI due to vast com-
mand area, all other districts
witnessed the highest rechar-
ge through rainfall™ explai-
ned another official.

NS Boseraju, minister
for miner irrigation. said,
“Whenever there is more ra-
infall, it directly recharges
the groundwater through se-
epage and percolation. But
in drought conditions, it is
largely lakes and ponds that
help recharge groundwater.
However, silt and other sedi-
mentationonlakebeds could
have prevented the percola-
tion of water. I've already di-
rected experts and scientists
to analyse and list out the
possible obstacles, and sug-

gest measures to inerease
the rate of groundwater re-
charge through lakes and
ponds.”

Fallin extraction

Amid concern over deple-
ting groundwater table le-
vels, Ground Water Directo-
rate officials have observied
that the ‘stage of extraction’
(50E) of groundwater is on
the decline across Karnata-
ka, barring in Chikkaballa-
pur: “SOE isnothing but how
much groundwater you ut-
ilize with respect to the re-
charge. While the SOE was
69.9% in 2022, the same has
come down to 66.3% in 2023,
Similarly, in Kolar, it was
181% in 2022 and was down to
172% in 2023. However, in
Chikkaballapur, the extrac-
tion has increased from
146% to 153%,"” an engineer
explained.
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MAKEOVER | P2\ Hydrological pattern of river to be studied from Osmansagar

Musi Corp. to develop riverfront plan

NABINDER
BOMMALA | DC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 6

As part of developing the
55-km siretch along the
Musi river, with the Outer
Ring Road (ORR) at both
ends, the Musi Riverfront
Development Corporation
Limited (MRDCL) will
study possible hydrologi-
cal issues in the course of
the river through a simula-
tion mode].

This project aims to
study the hydrological pat-
tern of the Musi from the
Osmansagar in the west to
Gowrelly in the east to
develop a comprehensive

DETAILED STUDY

THIS PROJECT aims to
study the hydrological pat-
tern of the Musi from the
Osmansagar in the west to

Gowrelly in the eastto P

develop a comprehensive
master plan for the

riverfront development. [

master plan for the river-
front development. It also
involves the study of the
intensity of rainfall and
dry weather flow in the
wrban catchment area of
the Musi river.

Officials will examine
the overflow conditions for
every one kilometre, possi-
ble inundation with a com-
bination of stormwater
run-off and dry weather
flows (sewage) through

@IDFFICIALS WILL EXAMINE the overflow con-
]

ditions for every one kilometre, possible
inundation with a combination of stormwa-

~ter run-off and dry weather flows

(sewage) through nalas into the river.

nalas into the river;

A combination of maxi-
mum flood discharges
from the Osmansagar and
Himayatsagar reservoirs,
and possible overflow con-
ditions along the river

banks also be taken into
consideration. The other
tasks under this project
include the assessment of
maximum storage volume
and water surface area at
the maximum water level
(MWL), “The simulation
conditions for the mon-
soon period and for non-
monsoon periods will also
be assessed,” said an offi-
cial from the MRDCL.

The official said check
dams will be constructed
at various intervals to
maintain the water stor-
age in the river for critical
levels to facilitate the
recreational
requirements.
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