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BJP, Cong play blame
game over Mekedatu

BEMGALLRL, DHMS

he Congress and the
TBJI-" on Thursday en-

gaged in a war of words
accusing each other of delay-
ing the Mekedatu project.

Alleging that the Congress
was apathetic tothe Mekeda-
tu project during its tenure,
Warer Resources Minister
Govind Karjol questioned
the opposition party’s “moral
standing” to take out padaya-
tra.

Sharing documents, Kar-
jol said though the decision
to prepare a DPR was taken
in 2013, there have been sev-
eral inordinate delays during
the Congress government.
After proposing 4G exemp-
tion under KTPP for prepa-
ration of the DPR for the
project, six months later it
decided to identify an agency
and go for tender process, he
charged.

The tender serutiny com-
mittee later rejected the bid
by Cauvery Neeravari Nigam
Ltd as it was found to be too
expensive. The then water
respurces minister M B Patil
wrote to the Chief Secretary
that the DPR for Mekedatu
has to be given to aconsultant
with a 4G exemption, even
though the exemption was
rejected earlier. The whole

exercise delayed the process,
Karjol said.

Further, though the gov-
ermment claimed that it was
rejecting the tender as the
bidswere high, it gave the ap-
proval to a private company
aftera 4G exemption, for the
same rate the company had
quoted in the ténder, Karjol
alleged. It was only in 2017
that a DPR was submitted to
the Bengaluru office of the
CWC, Soon, the government
lost power, he said.

Cipposition leader Siddara-
maiah gave a rebuttal to Kar-
jol's claims, calling his allega-
tions baseless. “1 myself had
met PM Modi and had asked
him to approve the proposal
in 2014. It was our govern-
ment that gave shape to the
project. Until then, there was
no progress. Also, in 2019,
during the Congress-JD(S)
coalition government, DE
Shivakumar {the then water
resources miniseer) prepared
arevised DPR which wassent
to the Centre. He personally
met the Jal Shakt minister
several times. Though the
Congress took initiatives 1o
take the project forward, the
BJF government is blaming
the party.” he said.

He questioned whart the
BJF had done for the progress
of the proiect,
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Cabinet approves Rs 3,885 cr
for projects by ULBs

State toraise Rs 1,167 cr loan

for Jal Jeevan Mission

BEMGALURU, DHNS

F I Whe Cabinet, on Thursday,
granted administra-
tive approval to urban

local bodies (ULBs) to prepare

action plans for projects worth

Rs 3,885 crore.

Iralsndecided to raise loans
worth Rs L167 crore from the
World Bank to fund the am-
bitious Jal Jeevan Mission to
provide tap water connections
to every rural household.

Funds for ULBs are being
granted under the chiefl min-
ister’s Amrit Nagarotthana
scheme and are allocated fora
five-year period ending in the
2024-25 fiscal.

Under the scheme, city mu-
nicipal councils in 23 dis-
trict centres and first-grade
town municipal councils will
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taling Rs 520 crore,

Further, 38 city municipal
councils are allocated Rs 30
crore each (totaling Rs 1,140
crore), 124 town municipal
councilswill receive Rs10 crore
cach (Rs 1,240 crore in total)
and 117 town panchayats will
receive Rs 5 crore each, total-
ing Rs 585 crore.

Briefing reporters, Law Min-
izter J C Madhuswamy said lo-
cal authorities are directed to
prepare an action plan at the
earliest for the release of funds.

Ol expend i e 10 (]

Land largesse for trusts

The Cabinet granted
several parcels of land to
various trusts and institu-
tions.
Actotal of 22,36 acres
of land was granted
to Adichunchanagiri
Mahasamsthana Mutt,
Bengaluru for building a
school, hostel, skill devel-
opment centre, ete.
Acivicamenity (CA)
gite was allotted to Sri
Siddalingeshwaraswany
Samithi Trust, Mysuru
fora 30-year-period
to constructa temple.

three-phased implementation
of Jal Jeevan Mission is k59,152
crore, Madhuswamy said that
while 45% of the expenditure
is borne by the Centre, 45% of
the expense was by the state
government and the remain-
ing 10% by the respective local
bodies,

While Rs 3,890 crore will
be sanctioned by the Centre,
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5ri Devanga Sangha,
Davangere got a discount
on the amount payable to
Davangere-Harihara De-
velopment Authority for
the allocation of a CA site
in a residential layout.

Sri Siddalingeshwara
Vidya Abhivruddhi Trust,
Vijayapura, was granted
five acres, Prerana Seva
Trust, Moodbidri got 25
cents of land and five
acresof gomala land was
given to Samajika Seva
Sangha, Mudhol, among
others,

Rs1.167 crore as loan from the
World Bank. The rest Rs 1,372
crore will be raised by gram
panchayats, he said.

In other decisions, the Cab-
inet sanctioned Rs 406.44
crore to supply IT equipment
to sub-registrar offices in the
state.

Iralso decided to waive land
transport cess, which was
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Five-star hotel,

ropeway at
Jog Falls

AtJogFalls, a new five-
star hotel and a ropeway
(across River Sharavati)
will come up at a costof
Rs 116 crore. The Cabinet
approved the project
under public-private
partnership under the
design-build-finance-op-
erate-transfer model,
Madhuswamy said.

BBMP limits. Cess amounting
to around Rs 238 crore for the
years 2013-14 10 2020-21 isdue,
apoint flageed by the CAG.
The Cabinet cleared Rs93.5
crore to fill 22 lakes in Bengal-
wruand Doddakere at Hoskote
by pumping water from KR Pu-
ram treatment plant, Rs19.73
crore for works on Karkala
court complex, revised esti-
mate of Rs 16.8 crore for the
Mulbagal court complexworks
and Rs 16.5 crore for comple-
tion of works on the Dr Ambed-
an in Mysur
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