Tines News Nemwosm

Bengaluru: While the mon-
so0n has intensified over the
past week and dams; espe
cially in south Karnataka,
have been filling up, scanty
rain in June has left large
swathes of the state dry and
has exacerbated the shortage
of drinking watér, revenue
minister Krishna Byregowda
revealed in the legislative as-
sembly on Thursday,
Byregowda told the lower
House that the government
has sanctioned Rs 1 crore to
each district 1o supply drink-
ing watet; and that he has di-
rected deputy commissioners
(DCs) of districts to take steps
tosupply water through tank-
ers, Last week, Byregowda had
pegged the deficit of rain in
June at an overall 50%., al-
though he had said that in
some parts of the state the
defieit was as much as 90%.
Replying to former chief
minister Basavaraj Bormmai,
who during zero hour, raised
the issue of acute shortage of
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ovt to release 1 crore to each
istrict to supply drinking water

Pacs: TOH

THINGS LOOKING UP: Revenue minister Krishna Byregowda repliesto a
quastion in the legislative assembly on Thursday

drinking water due to the de-
layed monsoon, Byregowda
said 193 villages across the
state are suffering firom a scar-
city of drinking water The
minister sald arrangements
are being made to supply wa-
ter to residents from borewells
and tankers

He said chief minister
Siddaramainh had convencd

a review meeting withall DCs
and has taken stock of the
situation. He said Siddara-
maiah had directed DCs to
take emergency steps wher-
ever there is a shortage of
drinking water. He said ofTi-
cials of rural development
and panchayat raj and the
officials from Belagavi divi
sion were present at the meet-

WON'T ALLOW PVT OPERATORS TO RUN STADIUMS: DKS

eputy chief minister and

Bengaluru development
minister DK Shivakumar clari-
fied in the legislative council
that there is no proposal before
the government to hand over
government stadiums and play-
grounds in Bengaluru to private
organisations to manage.

In areply to Congress’ UB
Venkatesh, Shivakumar said the

government is “capable of man-
aging these playgrounds and
stadiums™. Raising the issue.
Venkatesh said some private or-
ganisations had taken overa
roller-skating stadium built by
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike (BEMP) in CK Achukattu
area and are collecting money
from children to skate there.

“It all children were to pay

and play, talented kids from
poor families would be deprived
of these facilities. The govern-
ment must resolve this,” Ven-
katesh said. Promising to look
into issues at the rolier-skating
stadium, Shivakumar said, “Be
it this stadium or any other facil-
ity In Bengaluru, we will not
hand it over to any private or-
ganisation.”

CM DIRECTS MINISTERS TO VISIT

RAIN-AFFECTED COASTAL DISTRICTS

Bengaluruc Chief minister
Siddaramaiah on Thursday
reviewed damages caused by
rain and floods in the coastal
districts of Dakshina Kannada
and Udupi and asked ministers
in charge of the districts to
visit and take stock of the
situation, Heavy raln in the two
districts has thrown [ife out of
gear. Siddaramaiah directed
officials to monitor the
situation, survey damages and
submit a report.

The chief minister's office
said rain has caused
widespread damage to
property in Dakshina Kannada,
Uttara Kannada, and Udupi
districts, Two have died and
several houses were damaged
since heavy rain began lashing
the districts on Tuesday.

ing. He appealed {o legisla-
tors to bring to the govern-
ment’s attention any short-
comings they notice in execu-
tion of relief operations.

Byregowda told the House
that the monsoon has picked
up in July and the forecast is
encouraging. He later said that
the government will wait until
July 15 before declaring taluks
drought-hit.

“June witnessed less rain-
fall than average.” he said.
“However, the situation has
improved since July, The me-
teorological department has
predicted a good monsoon in

Autharities have provided
Rs 5 lakh compensation to
families of the deceased
persons. The roct of a school
building collapsed due to
heavy rain and speedy winds.
Autharities had declared a
holiday for the schools and
colleges on Thursday,

Officials said about 30
houses have collapsed and
more than 200 electric poles
have been uprooted in
Dakshina Kannada district.

Dinesh Gundurao, Laxmi
Hebbalkar and Mankal Vaidya,
ministers in charge of the three
districts, have been directed to
undertake spot visits, The CM
obtained information from the
chief secretary on the situation
and gave directions for quick
relief action, Ty

the next 10 days with even dis-
tribution across the regions,
Including Kalyana Karnataka
and we are hopeful the deficit
will be covered.”

[Data shows that 11 districts
recorded a deficit of rain in
June, while four saw large
deficits. A deficit of 18% is
considered normal and any-
thing above 60" is considered
a large deficit, However, while
the coastal and some parts of
the Malnad region have re.
celved large amounts of rain
over the past few dayvs some
regions in north Karnataka
continue to remaln diry
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NEW DELHE Drelhi and National
Capital Region (NCR) cities
legged lighe ro moderate show-
o7y and pusty winds on Thurs-
day, with dark, overcast skles
remaining & prominent feature
through the day. The rain ked (o
witer-logging and traffic snarls
across NCR, and the incessang
rain ke to polive control rooms
(PCRs) in Delhl alone receiving
106 complaints of traffic jams
frem earty morning till noon,
aceording to police data.

The Safidarjung observatory,
which is representative o Telhi's
weather, reconded 5. 3mm of rain-
fall in a 24-hour period till
RAlam on Thursday. However,
other parts of Dethi recorded far
miore Faln — the Plimipura sta-
tion logged 35 5man, while Pulam
and Najafgarh recorded 19.2mm
and 17mm respectively,

Safdarjung recorded another
Lmm of rain between §.30um
and 5. 80pm, while Ridge, Palam,
and Jafarpur statlons added

A7mm. S4mm, and S5mm rain
respectively,
Gurngram, meanwhile,

recorded Brmin rain and Ghazia-
had Imum. No data was available
Towe P, thonegh y::uulm negmrs
suggested that the city witn

heavy rain,

The India Metearological
Drepartment (IMD) has forecast
light rain on Friday, whilc a “yel-
lewwe allert” for light to mederate
rain s in place for Saturday.

“The monsoon trough will
rernain around Delhi-NCR in the
voming days. Weare [ikely m see
an increase inrain mmr_'rmrr
the weekend as a western dis-
turbance beging to influence the
region. This monsoon mough
and casterly moisture-laden
winsds will combine to give Delhl
minderate rain on both Satirday
and Sunday,” sadd Kuldeep Sriv-
astava, soiemtist at IMD.

Throughout the day, com-

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

RAJINDER NAGAR

glmn:sﬂwma-ln%um wraf-
C jams ponred in from various
parts of NCR,

Alba Sintha, 35, who wis travel-
ling From Indirsipuram o Can-
naught Place in the morming, said
e was stk In eraffic fams and
had to face sunge prices for cabs,
“1 started looking for a cab at
around 9.30am and only fiund it
Ty Miam. The fare was close to
500, instead of the usual 400,
Traffic was exmremiely slow, and 11
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Morning rain brings traffic to crawl
in NCR, more showers ]Jl(ely today

DELHI

ok e tsalfan Do st i reach
the Defhi-Moerut expressway,”
shet sl

55 Yadav, special commis-
skonerof police (traffic), said his
force received reports of water
i roads from several areas

the Capital, espeeially from
south, west and north Delhl,
“The waterlogged rouds resulted
in traffic snarls acenss the city.
Calls of traffic congestion and
water-logging were received by

the traflic controd room, Hveiden-
ces of power failune were dlso
reported in meny parts of the
city, which resulted in non-func-
toning traflic signals, which
meant thot signslised intersec-
tions had g0 be mannesd by raifflc

nned to repulate traffic,” he
sald. referring to snatls on Pusa
Road. Shamshan Ghat Ring
Road. Azad Market, Sadar Bazar,
Tikei Border. Progeti Maidan
{(near gase nwmber &), and Pur-

Complaintsof water logging
el traffic jams powred in
from varlous parts of NCR
throughueut the day,

SANCHIT KHARMASAKIE ALIFARVEEY

WAIRAARSURIL GHOSHINT RTINS

ana{ila Ropd,

“The other areas which wig-
essed warer-logging were Uty
Ground in Norely, 1G] Road in
Kapashera, Adhchind intersec-
tion in Hawz Khas, Hamdard
T-Point in Sangam Vihar, 3un-
lipht Caioty (both sides in Maha-
ranl Bagh), MB Road in Meh-
rauli, opposite Timarpur police
station, under Panday Nagar fiy-
over in Mayur Vihar, the Loni
reymdabaut in Nand Nagrl, Bhal-

ron Road, and the Sarita Vibar
uinherpiss,” he pdded

The Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCE, in its official mon-
soon report, said that its central
control room reéceived cam-
plaints regerding water logeing
Trasm Jal Vihar, Baprol, Azad
market, Sadh Magar Palam,
Shahpur Jat, Sirl Fort, Sarai
Rohilla railway station, Ashok
Vihar and Kalkajl amang others,

MCD ulso received complaints
aof fallen trees from Geeta Col-
ony, Sant Magor, Wasirpur 1J
enlony, Yoina Vihar, Vivek Vikar
and Klshungnrh thie report said.

The main also led to a sharp
dhrop i emnperature, with the Sal-
darjung abecrvatory recarding a
mmsaxirurn of 3006 degrees Celsius
{0y —slx notehes below normal
[t this irre o the yesar, Thee mao-
P &t Gurugran, meanwhibe,
wiis FE1C, while the weather sti-
tHons at Moida and Ghaxiabad
I Biglis of 29.4°C o 43.1°C
respectively.

Dwelbii's miirimam was 26.5°C,
a digree below normal lor this
tme af the year, while in Guru-
gram, Noida and Ghaziabad, the
lew was 27.4°C, 271, and
FE4'C respectively.

I commparison, Delhi's mogi-
minm on Wednesday was 36.3
degrees Colsiug and the mini-
mum stood at 278 degrees,

IMIY's ferecast shows Delhi's
maximum is likely to haver
around 28-30°C over the next
three days, while the mininmam
will be around 26-27C, “Some
rain i likely each day, until July
12, The monsoen will remain
active during this period ™ Sriv-
astava pdded

I terms of wir quality, Delhi's
pollution Fevels  improved
slightly, mmaining in the “satis
factory” zone, with an Alr Qual-
ity Index (AQI) reading of 72,
according to the Central Pollu-
tien Control Board's national
bublettnat 4 po,

On Wednesday, the AQLwas
965 (also sanisfactory),
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Hope India
implements
IWT in ‘good
faith’: Pakistan

Press Trust of India
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan has expressed
hope that India would im-
plement the Indus Waters
Treaty in “good faith” after
New Delhi on Thursday
said it cannot be com-
pelled to participate in “il-
legal” proceedings at the
Permanent Court of Arbi-
tration over the Kishengan-
ga and Ratle hydropower
projects in Kashmir.

India’s response came
after the tribunal ruled
that it has the “compe-
tence” to consider the dis-
pute between the coun-
tries on the matter.
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‘Non-compliance of orders of the green
court by governments is a serious issue’

Outgoing chairperson of NGT says waste management and environmental safety are two main challenges in India

INTERVIEW

Justice Adarsh
Kumar Goel

Nikhil M Babu

Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel,
who retired as the chairper-
son of National Green Tri-
bunal (NGT) on Thursday,
told The Hindu in an inter-
view that compliance of
NGT orders by govern-
ments continues to be a se-
rious issue, Edited
excerpts:

What are the NGT’s
major achievements in
the past five vears?

My only achievement is tak-
ing decisions on pending is-
sues to the best of my un-
derstanding and the data
available. In some cases,
people died because of

breach of environmental
safety. I gave directions for
payment of compensation
and taking measures to pre-
vent such incidents. And

for air, water and other pol-
lution, [ gave directions to
prepare action plans and
oversaw that. We have done
a lot of work on waste

management.

What are the three main
challenges to
environment in India?

Waste management in one
big issue. Environmental
safety is another. Then
comes safety norms in in-
dustrial processes. Fifty in-
cidents of breach of safety
norms resulting in deaths
took place that we dealt
with in the last two to three
years.

What is the way out of
legacy issues such as

pollution in Yamuna
which continue to
persist despite NGT
orders?

It is an issue to be ad-
dressed by the government
or the executive who has o
implement it. We say that
the quality of water is bad,
so remedy it. But if it is not
being done, it is a sericus is-
sue to be addressed by the
FOVErnmernt, Non-com-
pliance of orders remains a
serious issue.

NGT had formed a
Special Bench (headed
by chairperson in Delhi)
to hear cases pending
for more than 5 years in
zonal benches (in other
states). But the Bombay

High Court called it
illegal...

The appeal against the HC
order is pending hefore the
Supreme Court. I'm not ar-
guing the case there) as the
matter is pending before
the 5C.

The NGT has disposed of
16,042 cases in the last
five years. How did vou
achieve that?

We have gone by zero ad-
journments and have made
procedures simpler. We ac-
cept only enline hling and
have independent verifica-
tion of facts. We send a
team to the site where there
is a problem to get data of
water and air quality etc.
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Study for storage structures
across Kosasthalaiyar taken up

The structures will help reduce flooding in downstream areas of Poondi reservoir, besides

recharging the groundwater in their vicinity, say officials of the Water Resources Department

K. Lakshmi
CHENNAL

n one of its initiatives
l to meet the challenges

of vagaries of mon-
soon and reduce the im-
pact of climate change on
Chennai, the Water Re-
s0Urces Department
(WRD) has taken up a feas-
ibility study to form in-
siream smrage structures
or reservoirs across the Ko-
sasthalaivar river.

Four locations have
been chosen in upstream
and downstream portions
of Poondi reservoir, which
primarily stores water for
Chennai, for the study. In a
concerted effort to prepare
Chennai for the cycle of
floods and droughts, the
department has begun the
study to conserve the flood
water and increase water
sources for Chennai’s

Augmenting supply: The government has sanctioned ¥5.6 crore to
take up a study to utilise surplus water in the Kosasthalaiayar at
four places near the Poondi reservoir, FILE PHOTO

growing water needs. The
government  sanctioned
nearly 5.6 crore for the
study.

Officials said floodwater
would be stored within the
river's bund by construct-
ing a regulatory arrange-
ment across the Kosastha-
laivar and made as

in-stream storage struc-
ture.

The locations chosen for
the study are between Ma-
navur-Chennai railway line
and Kaveripakkam tank
and between Pattaraipe-
rumbudur check dam and
Manavur-Chennai railway
line that are located up-

stream of Poondi reservoir.
Similarly, two sites chosen
downstream of the Poondi
reservoir are between Iru-
lipattu check dam and
Tamaraipakkam  anicut
and between Poondi reser-
voir and Tamaraipakkam
anicut.

Rising demand

In its earlier study for aug-
menting water supply and
flood mitigation in the city,
the department had esti-
mated that water demand
in Chennai Metropolitan
Area is likely to go up to
2,522 million litres a day
(mld) by 2035.

The deficit in water sup-
ply is likely to be nearly
1,000 mid then.

Such in-stream storage
structures in the Kosastha-
laivar would sustain daily
water supply throughout
the year.



BENGALURU, DHNS

he government will not
Thasten to announce

drought as several parts
ofthestate have received rains
over the last 10 days, Revenue
Minister Krishna Byre Gowda
told the Assembly.

The minister was respond-
ing to concerns aboutdrought
raised by MLAs during Zero
Hour, “The mensoon is gath-
ering pace. The rainfall deficit
faced in June is being covered.
The government will wait till
July 15 before taking a call”
Gowda said.

The decision was taken
at a meeting of the Cabinet
sub-committee on disaster
management, headed by him,
Gowda said. “The met depart-
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Amid rain hope, govt to wait
before declaring drought

ment has predicted good rains
even in Kalyana Karnataka
region,” he said. While not all
hoblis have received showers,
the rainfallingeneral hasbeen
encouraging, he said.

As per data available with
the Karnataka State Natural
Disaster Monitoring Centre
(KSNDMC), 11 districts saw
rainfall deficit (20-59% less
than normal), while 4 districts
saw large deficits (over 60%)
between June 25and July1.

Belagavi, Dharwad, Gadag,
Haveri, Shivamogga, Yadg-
ir, Koppal, Ballari, Bagalkor,
Dakshina Kannada and My-
suru saw rainfall deficit. Chik-
kamagaluru, Kodagu, Hassan
andChamarajanagarsawlarge
deficits.

Thirteen districts received

normal rainfall. One district
(Bengaluru Rural) saw excess
rainfall, whiletwo districts (Tu-
makuru and Chikkaballapur)
saw large excess rainfall,

Meanwhile, the Rural De-
velopment and Panchayat
Raj (RDPR) department has
released Rs | crore toeach dis-
trict to ensure drinking water.

Gowda said 193 villages are
dependent on tanker water at
present and 400 villagers are
dependent on private bore-
wells. The government has
also issued directions to all of-
ficials to make arrangements
for drinking water within 24
hours of water scarcity alert,
Gowda added.

The government’s decision
tonotdeclare droughtimmedi-
ately sawstiff opposition froma

section of MLAswho contend-
ed that notall partsof thestate
had received rains. “Don’t go
by the met department’s pre-
dictions,”former chief minister
Basavaraj Bommaisaid, warn-
ing the government against
waiting till erisis hits.

“The interior regions of
North Karnataka have not re-
ceived any rainfall. People are
strugeling fordrinking water,”
Bommai pointed out. He also
called for a permanent Task
Force for disaster manage-
ment in all taluks, instead of
constituting a Task Forceafter
being hit by crisis.

Former minister Shivaram
Hebbaradded that habitations
ontheghatsof Uttara Kannada
district had not seen any rain
atall.
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Govt sets up 16 control rooms to constantly
monitor Yamuna water levels, says Atishi

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Delhi gov-
ernment has set up 16 control
rooms, including the cen-
tral control room, across the
national capital to constantly
monitor Yamuna water levels,
Revenue Minister Atishi said
on Thursday. Atishi released
the “Flood Control Order
2023" for the Flood and Irri-
gation Control Department and
the Public Works Department
(PWD), according to an official
statement.

The order includes all essen-
tial information related to flond
control machinery, uperational
plans, water drainage systems,
river embankments, regulators,
pumping stations and other rel-
evant details, it said.

"The minister said this year,
16 control rooms, including
the central control room, have
been established by the city gov-
ernment to constantly monitor

flood-prone areas, including the
water Jevels of the Yamuna river.

She asked the officials to
keep the departments con-
cerned on high alert and be
prepared to handle emergen-
cies during the monsoon.

She emphasised the need
for all nodal agencies to work
together to prevent issues like
waterlogging or floods during
this time of the vear, the state-
mient said,

Regarding preparations for
potential floods due to the rise
in Yamuna water levels, Atishi
directed the officials to check

and ensure the readiness of all
tools used in relief and rescue
operations, and to establish solid
arrangements for safely relocat-
ing peaple to secure locations
during flood-like situations, it
said, She instructed the officials
to keep their teams on alert to
handle emergencies during the
monsoon so that the people of
Delhi do not face any problems.

She also emphasised the
need for the Public Works
Department and other depart-
ments to ensure that there isno
waterlogging in Delhi during
the rainy season. This includes
conducting inspections of all
PEY]’DEDEII[ pump hU‘llSES and
deploying mobile pumps in
waterlogged areas, the state-
ment said.

In Delhi, the PWD has
installed 128 pump houses,
which have over 700 pumps.

Eleven pump houses are
fully automatic and start oper-
ating automatically as the water

level rises, using sensors, the
statement added.

During the monsoon sea-
son, the PWD will also deploy
its mabile pump units if neces-
sary. The desilting work by the
PWD is almost complete and
will be repeated after the mon-
soon season, it said,

The PW s central control
room will monitor the serious
waterlogging areas through
24-hour CCTV surveillance,
the statement said.

In addition to this, the
department will establish con-
trol rooms at 10 other locations,
it added.

People can register water-
logging-related complaints,
for which the PWD will issue
a helpline number, the state-
ment said. The department has
marked 165 areas with waterlog-
ging problems and preparations
are underway to address their
needs and tackle waterlogging
issues, it added.
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Reservoir levels
improve, but 40
dams in south
India still lag

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, July 6

WITHTHEMONSOONgaining
pace in recent weeks, water
tables in India’s key reservoirs
have improved. As against 8%
belowthelastyear’srecord-high
a two weeks ago, the overall
water levels in the 143 reser-
voirs were only 4% below the
year-agolevel on Thursday.

However, water tables at the
40 reservoirs in southern
regions have remained 18%
belowthelastyear'slevel mainly
because of deficient rainfall so
farin Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana..

According to the Central
Water Commission (CWC),
water level of the country's 143
reservoirs stood at 51.06 billion
cubicmeters (bcm)on Thursday,
whichis 29% of theircombined
capacity.Currently 64 reservoirs
have more water than last year
and 71 dams have more water
than average of last decade.

“The number of reservoirs

CURRENTLEVELS

(% change)

Regions Last 10 year-
year average
North 22 14
East = 3 -3
West T2 L
Central 5 8
South 18 -
ALLINDIA -4 10

Source: CWC, as on July 6, 2023

having storage equal tolastyear
is 11 and having storage less
than last 10 years average is 9,
according to CWC statement.
The number of reservoirs hav-
ingstoragelessthanlastyearare
32 and having storage less than
last 10 yearsare 27,
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Fix Watering Holes
To Mitigate Dry Days

The southwest monsoon has now covered the entire country.
Still, itslate arrival in June left water levels in 110 of the 146 re-
servoirs monitored by the Central Water Commission (CWC)
at40% or below their capacities. While many are worried that
low water levels may spark irrigation, power and drinking
water challenges, it is premature to expect the worst as reser-
voirs are supposed to stay empty before the monsoon starts.
Besides, CWC only monitors the surface water of 146 large re-
servoirs, but excludes more than 5,000 big and small reservo-
irs, groundwater aquifers and soil moisture storage.

Soil moisture resides in the pores of soil and is crucial to ag-
riculture, but rarely discussed. Improving the water storage
.« mmonitoring system to include all missing

¥ storage figures at a central level is impe-
rative. Such integrated data can be a cru-
cial tool to frame climate-sensitive polici-
eswhenrainfall patternsare changingal-
most every season.

This yvear’s monsoon will hopefully re-
plenish reservoirs. But let’s not lose sight
that water storage is not just directly linked to water availabi-
lity (snow, hail, rain) but also to the state of catchment areas
and rising demand for water. Unfortunately, many key catch-
ment areas are in bad shape due to overpopulation and degra-
dation. Besides, big reservoirs are often built far away from
the fields they service, leading to seepage losses. To tackle the
problem of erratic rainfall and reduce the need to build large
dams and long irrigation channels, India should opt for amix
of storage options, including aquifer recharge, restoring na-
tural wetlands, enhancing soil moisture, and small ponds and
tanks, and opt for climate-sensitive crops. Agriculture is de-
centralised. So should water management.
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