PTI
POLAVARAM

The Central government has
agreed to sanction Rs 12,911
crore to Andhra Pradesh for
completing the first phase of
Polavaram Project, an official
statement from the State gov-
ernment on Tuesday said.

The union Finance Ministry
has issued a memorandum ap-
proving this quantum of funds,
officials said. “This is a result of
the unrelenting efforts, negoti-
ations and consultations by the
Chief Minister with the Cen-
tre,” the press note said. Ac-
cording to officials, the sanc-
tioned amount of Rs 12,911
crore also includes Rs 2,000
crore to cover the extra expen-
diture caused by the allegedly
faulty construction of the di-

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Telangana Today- 07- June-2023

More funds for Polavaram

Centre agreed to sanction Rs 12,911 crore for completing phase-l of project, says AP

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Y S Jaganmohan Reddy during his visit
to Polavaram site on Tuesday.

aphragm wall built during the
TDP government. Officials said
that the Finance Ministry has
sent this memorandum to the

union Water Resources Min-
istry, including offering ex-
emption from compound pay-
ment of bills as it is causing

project delay. On Tuesday,
Chief Minister Y S Jaganmohan
Reddy visited the project site
and comprehensively exam-
ined the progress of the dam
works, directing irrigation offi-
cials to complete the repairs of
the damaged diaphragm wall at
the earliest for speeding up the
main project works. Reddy also
instructed officials to develop
the project site as a favoured
tourist destination by con-
structing a hotel and providing
other amenities for visitors, in-
cluding building a bridge at
Polavaram. The Chief Minister
also criticised a section of the
media for allegedly exaggerat-
ing the State of cracks in the
guide wall and creating a
“ruckus about small damage”.
Meanwhile, officials explained
that the designs of the guide

wall have been approved by
the Central Water Commission
(CWC) which has been in-
formed of the cracks, whose re-
pairs will be undertaken as per
the technical body’s sugges-
tions. They also apprised the
Chief Minister that works re-
lated to 48 radial gates, river
sluice gates, tunnel work at the
power house, vibro com-
paction and sand filling at gap 1,
as well as transportation of
sand to the Earth-Cum-Rock-
Fill dam at gap 2 area have been
completed, while the approach
channel works are nearing
completion. Furthermore, the
Chief Minister has been in-
formed that all repairs to the
diaphragm wall will be com-
pleted by December, including
increasing the height of the
upper cofferdam.
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Al-based project to help combat flood,

industria

Vishal.Patadiya
@timesgroup.com

Surat: With Bharuch having
faced many flood and indust-
rial disasters in the past, the
district administration has
decided to use an Artificial
Intelligence-based system to
mitigate the calamities.

Aspartof the new system,
with the help of real-time da-
ta on Narmada river water le-
vels, advanced information
on rain along with tidal data,
the administration will get ti-
me for preparing evacuation
and relief measures. The sy-
stem will update teams thro-
ugh SMS and calls as soon as
the water level rises.

The system will also be
alerting villages through Ho-
oters. The district admini-
stration has named the sy-
stem ‘e-Rewa’, which will be
funded by local industries
and administration.

Talking about e-Rewa,
Bharuch district collector
Tushar Sumera told TOIL,
“Last year, we constantly mo-
nitored tidal levels and infor-

WAY FORWARD

@ Radar-based
sensors fitted over

levels

@ Al warning will

come with real-

time water level,

rain and tidal data

® 314 villages in ——
Bharuch district @ It will have two SIM cards
covered in the system to send messages to the

@ To get SMS and calls in advance to | system
prepare for potential floods @ At present, hooters are
® It will be fitted with a solar panel placed at five places ata
and battery in case of power failure | range of 2.5km

e-Rewa to work to mitigate industrial disasters
n the second phase of e-Rewa project, asystem is being
developed to mitigate industrial disasters. In this, the names
of all the industries, nature of theirwork, inventory units have at
atime, and wind direction will be mapped and Al will decide the
course of action. “Datais the key and we will map itinsucha
manner that Al becomes extra efficient. We are taking all this
information from industries so thatinany sort of disaster, it can
be controlled promptly,” said Bharuch collector Tushar Sumera.

med the Sardar Sarovar dam release water at the time of ti-
authorities so that they don’t des. We were also gauging the

| disasters in Bharuch district

river level at the Golden brid-
ge manually. We thought that
with so much data, the use of
artificial intelligence can be
done more effectively forearly
warning of floods and other
disasters. We came up with
this project where we instal-
led radar-based sensors on
three bridges to gauge water
levels. We will also have gauge
meters to map rain and live ti-
dal levels. We will put all these
in the system which will give
us an accurate prediction of
the potential flood-like situa-
tion well in advance and when
will water level rise.”

The administration has
made several teams and trai-
ned them under the new sy-
stem. “We have teams for diffe-
rent water levels. Say, if the
water level reaches 24 metres,
we have the mamlatdar and
other staff on alert. Once, it
goes to 25m, the system alerts
the deputy collector and so on.
We will be able to see everyt-
hing on the app and will be ab-
le to warn villages by playing
Hootersfrom our office itself,”
Sumera added.
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Depression over Arabian Sea likely to
intensify into cyclonic storm: IMD

Satellite image token between 03:00 pm and 03:26

pm IST shows the location of Cyclone Biparjoy

Ll

Skymet Weather says monsoon onset over Kerala may happen on
Fune 8 or Fune 9 but it is expected to be a ‘meek and mild entry’

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: A depression over the
southeast Arabian Sea, south of Por-
bandar in Gujarat, is likely to move
northwestward and intensify into a
cyclonic storm, the India Meteoro-
logical Department said on Tuesday.

The cyclonic storm will be called
Cyclone Biparjoy, a name given by
Bangladesh.

In a bulletin, the MeT office said
the depression lay about 950 km west-
southwest of Goa, 1,100 km south-
southwest of Mumbai, 1,190 km south

Karachi, Pakistan, at 8:30 am.

“Itis likely to move nearly north-
wards and intensify into a cyclonic
storm over east-central Arabian Sea
and adjoining southeast Arabian
Sea,” it said. The MeT office said the
cyclonic storm will intensify into a
severe cyclonic storm by Thursday
morning and very severe cyclonic
storm by Friday evening.

Sea conditions are likely to be
very high along and off the Ker-
ala-Karnataka coasts and Lakshad-
weep-Maldives areas on June 6 and
Konkan-Goa-Maharashtra coasts

bring back peace.

WITH AGENCY INPUTS
IMD

of Porbandar and 1,490 km south of

“These powerful weather
systems in the Arabian Sea
spoil the advancement of the
monsoon deep inland. Under
their influence, the monsoon
stream may reach coastal
parts but will struggle to pen-
etrate beyond the Western
Ghats,” it said.

Skymet had earlier pre-
dicted the monsoon onset
over Kerala on June 7 with an
error margin of three days.

“The southwest monsoon
is likely to arrive within this
bracket.

Onset criteria require
stipulated rainfall on two
consecutive days over Lak-
shadweep, Kerala and coastal
Karnataka, Accordingly, the
spread and intensity of rain-
fall may match these require-
ments on June 8 or June 9.
However, the onset of the
annual event may not be
loud and sound. It may only
make a meek and mild entry
to start with,” the private
weather forecasting agency
said.

D S Pai, senior scientist,
IMD, said Kerala received
good rain on Monday too
and conditions are favour-
able for the onset of mon-
soon over the next two to
three days.

Southern peninsula will

get rain under the influence
of the cyclonic storm and a
low-pressure system devel-
oping in the Bay of Bengal.
However, further progress
of the monsoon beyond the
southern peninsula will hap-
pen after the cyclone degen-
erates, Pai said.

The southwest monsoon
normally sets in over Kerala
on June 1 with a standard
deviation of about seven
days.

In mid-May, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said monsoon might
arrive in Kerala by June 4,

The southeast monsoon
arrived in the southern state
on May 29 last year, June 3 in
2021, June 1 in 2020, June 8
in 2019 and May 29 in 2018.

Scientists say a slightly
delayed onset over Kerala
does not mean that the mon-
soon will reach other parts of
the country late. It also does
not impact the total rainfall
over the country during the
season.

India is expected to get
normal rainfall during the
southwest monsoon season
despite the evolving El Nino
conditions, the IMD had ear-
lier said.

Northwest India is
expected to see normal to
below-normal rainfall. East
and northeast, central, and
south peninsula are expected
to receive normal rainfall
at 94-106 per cent of the
long-period average of 87
centimetres.

from June 8 to June 10. Fishermen

out at sea have been advised to
return to the coast.

The IMD had Monday said the
formation of the low-pressure sys-
tem over the southeast Arabian Sea
and its intensification is expected to
critically influence the advance of the
monsoon towards the Kerala coast.

The weather department, how-
ever, did not give a tentative date for
the arrival of the monsoon in Kerala.

Private forecasting agency Skymet
Weather said the monsoon onset over
Kerala may happen on June 8 or June
9 but it is expected to be a “meek and
mild entry”. Continued on P4
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Water cess on hydro power projects: Himachal
Cabinet forms committee under Power Secy

Cabinet gives nod to start medical and non-medical classes in Government College, Dhami

ASHWANI SHARMA

SHIMLA: Met with stiff resis-
tance and also litigation on the
state governments move to
impose water cess on hydro-
power projects, the Himachal
Pradesh Cabinet on Tuesday
decided to constitute a commit-
tee under the chairmanship of
Secretary Power to hold discus-
sions with the Power develop-
ers on water cess to be imposed
0N Various power projects.
‘The committee will also have
representatives of Jal Shakti Vib-
hag, the Finance Tepartment
and the Law Department too,
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Sukhu chaired the meeting.
The state Assembly had
passed Himachal Pradesh
Water Cess on Hydropower
Generation Bill, 2023 passed on
March 16, 2023, to levy water
cess as part of the resource
mobilisation effort. Besides

= i3 il
Chiaf Minister Sukhvi
major power developers, some
of the state governments viz
Haryana and Punjab have also
apposed the move.

The Central government
has also written to the state
conveving its opposition to
the move and had told PSUs
not to pay the cess. This puts
the state government in a new
dilemma though the Chief
Minister has agreed to listen
to the developers.

Meanwhile, the Cabinet

inder Sukhu chairs Cabinet

"
meeting
gave its nod to open and com-
mence construction of Rajiv
Gandhi government Model
Nay Boarding schonls np to
the primary level at three more
sites at Jwalamukhi and Fateh-
pur of Kangra district and Bho-
ranj in Hamirpur district. The
Cabinet has already approved
the start of construction of such
schools at 13 sites in the state.
State Cabinet gave its nod
to open three new Highway-
cum-Tourist Police Stations

at Baghed in district Bilas-
pur, Nerchowk in Mandi dis-
trict and Bhunter in the Kulln
district on Kiratpur-Manali
Mational Highway along with
the creation and filling up of
requisite posts of different cat-
egories to man the stations.

The Kiratpur Manali four-
lane project is on completion to
cut down journey time between
Chandigarh and Manali by four
and a half four.

The cabinet also decided
to fill up 69 posts of jail ward-
ers in the Prisons Department.
Additinnally, the Cahinet alen
approved to fill up 20 posts
of different categories in Sub-
Jail Nalagarh (Kishanpura) of
Solan district in the Depart-
ment of Prisons.

The cabinet decided to
enhance the monthly hono-
rarium of part-time Panchayat
Chowkidars from Rs 6,200 to
Rs 6,700 to be effective from

April 1, 2023, This will benefit
about 3,226 panchayat chowki-
dars in the State. Furthermore,
it was also decided to increase
the honorarium of elected rep-
resentatives of Panchayati Raj
Institutions.

The Cabinet gave its nod
to fix the timing of Bars from
12 Noon to 1 AM for the year
2023-24. Now, the bars will
remain open till early morn-
ing at the tourist destinations
to fulfil a major demand of
the hoteliers and restaurant
oWTers.

It also decided to intraduce
a paperless registration system
in the Employment Exchanges
to facilitate job seekers.

The Cabinet gave its nod to
start medical and non-medical
classes in Government College,
Dhami in district Shimla along
with the creation and filling up
of requisite posts of different
categories,
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