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New Delhi: There is const:
ruction underway on the Ya-
munafloodplain between Be-
[a Farmand Garhi Mandun
nottheast Delhd, with 4 15
metrehigh debris mound
and, surprisingly, & govt in-
stifution is responsible for
this illegal activity. This fact
Was pointed out by Suhas
Borker, founder member of
Green Circle of Delh, at an
envitonment Seminar on
Thursday. Such  violations
st be dealt with in accor-
dance with the judgment of
the National Green Tribunal
Inthe ManojMisra Vs Others
case, said Borker. All kind of
construction and dumping
on the floodplain from Palla
fo Kalindi must stop immed-
ately he insisted.

The conference held at In-
dia International Centre,
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Where environment experts,
engineersandformerbureau:
crafs, includingformer Union
environment secrefary A
ok Lavasa participated, said
it was important fo developa
river quality index on the ine
of theair quality index, refur-
bish the wetland, develop bio-
diversity parksand pressfora
political will putting ecology
over aesthetics,

plaining a river as be-
ing a complex landform and
an important component of
the hydrological cycle, Faiy-
ar Khudsar biodiversity
parksexpert, said there were
problems related to the river
and its foodplain, among
them silted wetlands and in-
festation by invasive alien
species, especially fishes,

Khudsar said there wasa
need to restore the characte:
ristic grasslands and flood:
plain forestry and cited the
suceess at Yamuna Biodiver-
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(itizens'group calls for action to save Yamuna

SOME OF THE MEASURES PROPOSED

Palla o Kafind

Oty compywith £
NGT orders

) Stop ongoing
oonstuctionand |
dumping on flodplan
between Bela Fam-
Shstri Park Gari
Manduin northeast el 8

(0 Removeall ,
encroachments

() Penalse those involved in
encroachment or dumping

(9 Treatment of sewage
Using STRs and
constructed wetland

) [dentiication and
demarcation of foodplain
and wetlands

0 Sopaloonshucton/ S
development acties | SEES
onthe foodplainfrom  SSEEEE

F e

i

() Take cue from Suocess
amples ke Yamuna
Biodiversiy Park forrestoraton

(D) Develop a network of

biodiversty parks along

| he S2km Delnstretch o
the Yamuna

| it ghoty
| O Restoraton of grassands
+ and floodplain forest

sity Park, where scientific
approach revived the ripar:
ansystem. “Scientists, ecolo-

8% oists and plamners must be

involved in any inferven-
tion," hesaid. “Development
activities and dumping must
be strictly prohibited on the
floodplain. And when consi:
dering plantations, test the
salt,find theecological histo-
1y, the closest reference of
ecological history and then
-~ find what would be best to
plantinthearea,”
Sanifation expert Ashok
Mandal noted that while only
0% of thecitywasconnected
todrains, only 75% of thedra:
in network was being used,
He shared a suceess story
from his residential colony
Anand Lok in south Defhi,
Where, as RWA president, he
had managed toraisethegro-
undwater level from 60ft in
200340 2711 in2023 throughra:
inwater harvesting, “While
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the demand for water from
the Yamuna rises, thereis not
enougheffortattappingclean
Waler through extensive ra-
nwater harvesting," he said.

While in the Union envi-
ronment ministry, he had se:
enthe Yamunasadlylosingits
flow, recalled Lavasa. “We ne-
el a river health indey, like
AQL, Around 1967, the Yamu:
nahadgoodrapidsandrating
Was planned between Paonta
Sahib in Himachal Pradesh
and Tajewala in Harvana, It
took two yearstoprocurerafts
and by that time, the rapids
had disappeared after a canal
Was made somewhere upstre:
am," Lavasasaid,

The danger of vegetables
being grown in a floodplain
contaminated by heavy me-
tals was flagged by Deeksha
Katyal from the school of en-
vironment  management,
Guru Gobind Singh Indra:
prastha University
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SC orders release of 137
cusecs of water to Delhi;
victory for Capital: Atishi

Provide passage to water meant for Capital, SC tells Haryana, after H.P. says it’s ready to help Delhi;

Water Minister Atishi thanks court for standing with city dwellers during the ‘unprecedented crisis’

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Wednesday or-

dered the release
of 137 cusecs of surplus wa-
ter from upstream Hima-
chal Pradesh through the
Hathnikund barrage in Ha-
ryana into the Wazirabad
barrage to quench Delhi’s
drinking water crisis.

Water Minister Atishi
welcomed the apex court
order and called it a “victo-
ry” for the people of Delhi,
which is facing an acute
water shortage.

A Vacation Bench of Jus-
tices P.K. Mishra and K.V.
Viswanathan passed the
order after perusing the
minutes of a meeting held
by the Upper Yamuna Riv-
er Board with the States of
Delhi, Haryana, and Hima-
chal Pradesh, along with
the Centre.

The meeting, held on
June 5, saw the Board ack-
nowledge the acute shor-
tage of drinking water in
the national capital in the
middle of a heatwave
across the northern States.

Himachal said it could
spare an additional supply
of 137 cusecs to the Capital.
However, Haryana,
through which the water

Parched: Residents fill water from a tanker at Vivekanand Camp in
Chanakyapuri on Thursday. PTI

has to pass to reach Delhi,
raised objections.

Haryana insisted in
court that Himachal Pra-
desh did not have any wa-
ter to spare for Delhi and
said it was also suffering
from a water crisis.

“But Delhi is not asking
you (Haryana) to give wa-
ter... The water has to
come from Himachal Pra-
desh and not Haryana,”
Justice Mishra reacted.

Justice Viswanathan
said Haryana needed only
to give the water the “right
of passage”.

Himachal Pradesh, re-
presented by Additional
Advocate General Vaibhav
Shrivastava, said the State

was “ready and willing” to
help Delhi in its hour of
dire need.

Senior advocate A.M.
Singhvi for Delhi said Ha-
ryana’s objection was
nothing short of “cussed-
ness and obstructionist”.
He said the State was “play-
ing politics™.

The Bench ordered Hi-
machal Pradesh to release
137 cusecs of surplus water
on June 7.

The court directed that
Haryana should be given
prior intimation about the
release of the water so that
it could facilitate its flow in-
to Delhi.

It said the Upper Yamu-
na River Board and Harya-

na could measure the wa-
ter released from Himachal
Pradesh to see if the quan-
tity was really 137 cusecs.
The court made it clear
that the Delhi government
should ensure that no wa-
ter was wasted through
leaks or in other ways.

‘Coordinated efforts’

In a post on X, Atishi said,
“I salute the Hon’ble Su-
preme Court for standing
with the people of Delhi
during this unprecedented
water crisis. This is a time
that calls for coordinated
effort above all else, and
the SC order marks a victo-
ry for the people of Delhi
and their right to water.”

Urban Development Mi-
nister Saurabh Bharadwaj
alleged that despite re-
quests, Haryana had re-
fused to give way for the
water that Himachal Pra-
desh had agreed to
provide.

“I spoke to [H.P.] Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu. He was ready to
provide water to Delhi. Ho-
wever, the Haryana go-
vernment was not provid-
ing a path for the water,
which forced the Delhi go-
vernment to approach the
Supreme Court,” he said.
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Haryana govt prevented water flow: AAP

Himachal Pradesh agreed to share surplus water, BJP dispensation obstructed its route, says minister Bharadwaj

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE Relief
@ NewDehi The Supreme
Court on Thursday
FOLLOWING the Supreme directed the
Court direction to the Himach- Himachal Pradesh
al Pradesh government to re- government to
lease 137 cusecs of surplus wa- Telease 137 cusecs
ter to Delhi, AAP leader and of surplus water

urban development minister
Saurabh Bharadwaj welcomed

available with it
to Delhi, whichis

the top verdict while alleging ﬁ;ﬁ;","}:,“jﬁf'ﬁg@u
that Haryana was providing directed the
less water to Delhi. Haryana

“I spoke to Chief Minister government to
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu and facilitate the flow
he was ready to provide water of l\;vatgr “’liasle'j
to Delhi. However, the Haryana .. ge}:;xmsgcthaat "
government was not providing eaches the
a path for the water, which

forced the Delhi government to
go to the Supreme Court.

“If Himachal Pradesh is
willing to provide water and
Delhi is willing to take it, why
is Haryana blocking the route?
We thank the Himachal govern-

for the people of the city

In a post on X, Atishi said, “T
salute the Hon'ble Supreme
Court for standing with the

Pradesh but it did not listen.
“Throughout the last month

of the water crisis in Delhi, we

saw minister Atishi writing

national capital.

ment and the court,” he said. ~ people of Delhi during thisun-  melodramaticletterstoCMsof  Minimising
Targeting the BJP, Bharad- precedented water crisis. This ~ BJP-ruled Haryana and Uttar  wastage
waj said the party talks about is a time that calls for coordi- Pradesh knowing very well that T od
“cooperative federalism” but nated effort above all else, and ~ they are already giving excess cciggfvg:tsion
its state government isnot pro- ~ the SC order marks a victory ~water,” he said. Measures
vidinga path for the watereven  for the people of Delhi and  Shenever wrote to Himachal included
after Himachal Pradesh has their right to water.” the AAP’s INDIA bloc partner separating
agreed toshareit. Thisissome-  Responding to the AAP gov- Congress-ruled Himachal commercial and
thing that the Haryana govern-  ernment’s claims, Delhi BJP  Pradesh, Sachdeva said. domestic water
ment and the Centre should chief Virendra Sachdeva in-  “Todayshestandsexposedas ~ supplyand
have done earlier but they were  stead accused the AAP dispen- the Supreme Court has not  Curbing industrial
playing politics, he said. sationof “lyingovertherelease asked Haryana or UP but angsfscrﬁaatluggal
Meanwhile, Delhi watermin- of water from Haryana” and Himachal to release excess wa- sugéested
ister Atishi welcomed the Su- demanded an apology that its ter. People of Delhi will never recycled water be
preme Court order directing ministers apologise. He said forgive the Arvind Kejriwal ysed for secondary
Himachal Pradesh to release the BJP had been asking the government for its dirty poli-  pumpesessuchas
surplus water to the national Delhi government to seek ex- tics amidst the water crisis,”  gardening, car
capital, terming it a “victory” cess water from Himachal Sachdevasaid. washing etc.
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