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SC asks CMs of
Pjb, Hry to meet
on SYL dispute

rF l "he SC Tuesday prodded
the Punjab CM to attend
a meeting with his Haryana
counterpart for an amicable
resolution of the two-deca-
de-old row over the construc-
tion of Sutlej Yamuna Link
canal, reports Dhananjay
Mahapatra. It was after AG
K K Venugopal said Punjab
CMs over the years, inclu-
ding Bhagwant Mann, rema-
ined non-responsive to invi-
tations to talk to Haryana
CMs over building the canal
to give Haryana its share of
Raviand Beas water. Natural
resources have to be shared,
the SC said. INSIDE JACKET

SC seeks Punjab, Hry CMs’ meet on SYL
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New Delhi: Bringing alive a
two-decade-old dormant yet
explosive Sutlej-Yamuna Link
(SYL) canal construction iss-
ue, the SC on Tuesday goaded
the Punjab CM to make it con-
venient to attend a meeting wi-
th his Harvana counterpart
under the aegis of the jal sha-
ktiministry tostrive foranam-
icable resolution of the issue.

AG K K Venugopal told a
benchof JusticesSKKaul, AS
Oka and Vikram Nath that at-
tempts to construct thelink ca-
nal togive Haryana its share of
Ravi and Beas river water had
met with violence from terror-
ists and farmers. He said past
Punjab CMs have been non-re-
sponsive to invitation to talk to
Harvana CMs on this issue for
anamicable resolution.

He said, “A letter was writ-
ten to the new CM (Bhagwant
Mann) on April 4. But, he has
not yet responded to the invita-

tion for talks with the Haryana
CM for finding an amicable re-
solution to the stalled project.”
Advocate Jagjit Singh
Chhabra, appearing for Pun-
jab, assured the SC that the CM
would participate in the meet-
ing. The SC said everyone suf-
fers when there is shortage of
water; but precious natural re-
sources have tobe shared with-
out taking a narrow approach
of ‘my state, my city’. Harya-

na, through senior advocate
Shyam Divan, said the SC de-
cree has to have some value
but conceded that the state was
willing to hold talks and coop-
erate in finding an amicable
solution to the vexed issue.
Appearing for Rajasthan,
senioradvocate Manish Singh-
visaid hisstate wasnoteven in-
vited for the meeting though it
has a major share in Ravi-Beas
water. The AG said that only af-

ter Punjab and Haryana agree
overtheconstruction of theca-
nal, that water can flow to Ra-
jasthan, which at present isnot
an essential party for the reso-
lution of the problem.

After asking the states to
participate in themeeting tobe
moderated by the Centre, the
bench soughtastatus report of
the deliberations by January
15.The work onthe214-km-long
canal, 122km in Punjab and the
rest in Haryana, started in
1982. But it had been stalled be-
cause of farmer protest, mili-
tancy and ensuing political re-
asons. The SC on January 15,
2002 had passed a judgment di-
recting the Punjab governme-
nt to complete construection of
the part of the canal falling in
its territory by January 31,
2003. In 2004, the Capt Amarin-
der Singh government passed
an assembly resolution termi-
natingall agreementson water
sharing with neighbouring
states. The Punjab law was de-
clared illegal by SC in 2016
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‘KLIS will irrigate
Yasangi crops’

Annaram, Medigadda pump houses to resume ops soon: Harish

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Allaying apprehensions of
the Opposition parties that
water cannot be supplied
from the Kaleshwaram proj-
ect for the next four years,
Finance Minister T Harish
Rao on Tuesday said pump-
ing will resume from An-
naram and Medigadda
pump houses by the third
week of this month and Oc-
tober last week respectively.

The Minister also said
that the State government
will not spend even a rupee
for repairs of pump houses
which were submerged dur-
ing the recent floods. The
entire cost will be borne by
the agency as per the Defect
Liability Period norms, he
further said.

In a detailed explanation
to the Members of the Leg-
islative Council here, the Fi-
nance Minister said suffi-
cient water would be
supplied to the farming
community during the
Yasangi season as was done
in the past. “The Central
government should be
ready to procure paddy
from the State as there will
be bumper production in
the Yasangi season as well,”
Harish Rao said amidst the
thumping of benches by

Telangana Assembly
to sit for two days

HYDERABAD: The mon-
soon session of the Telan-
gana State Legislative As-
sembly was adjourned on
the first day on Tuesday
and will meet again on
September 12.

The current session will
be held for two more days
on September 12 and 13,
as per a decision taken by
the Business Advisory
Committee of the Assem-
bly. Soon after the ses-
sion began on the first
day, the Assembly con-
doled the demise of for-
mer MLAs Mallu Swara-
jyam of Thungathurthy
and Paripati Janardhan

TRS members. During a dis-
cussion on the impact of the
River Godavari floods re-
cently, the Finance Minister
lashed out at the BJP leaders
for indulging in mudslinging
politics. He ridiculed the
BJP leaders’ remarks that
water cannot be supplied
from the Kaleshwaram proj-
ect for the next four years,
due to the damages incurred
during the floods. “Of the 21

Reddy of Kamalapur.
Speaker Pocharam Srini-
vas Reddy recalled the
services of Swarajyam,
who is known for her role
in Telangana peasants’
armed struggle against
the rule of the Nizam of
erstwhile Hyderabad
State between 1945 to
1948. He also remem-
bered the services of Ja-
nardhan Reddy for the
leprosy patients and his
participation in the social-
ist movement. The mem-
bers of the House observed
atwo-minute silence and
paid respects to the
former MLAs. (SEE PAGE 2)

pump houses in the Kalesh-
waram project, only Medi-
gadda and Annaram pump
houses got submerged due
to the flash floods. They will
be operationalised in a few
weeks,” he added. The
pump houses got sub-
merged after the motors in-
side the pump houses could
not pump out the water, due
to a lack of power supply,”
he further said. (SEEPAGE 2)
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KLIS will irrigate Yasangi
crops, says Harish

This was mainly due to natural calamity and
there was no human error, he explained. Re-
futing the BJP’s charges that Kaleshwaram was
executed without required permissions, the
Finance Minister said the Central government
had accorded 10 permissions, including ap-
proving the project estimates and listed out
the departments, which gave clearances.

“While one union Minister boasts of issuing
retrospective permissions for Kaleshwaram,
another union Minister accuses that project
was constructed without permissions. This re-
flects the BJP’s double standards,” said Harish
Rao. Citing the escalating cost of land, cement,
steel and other components, he stated that the
Telangana government had saved a lot of pub-
lic money by completing the Kaleshwaram
project in about four years. The cost of Nagar-
juna Sagar, Polavaram, SRSP and other proj-
ects had increased by five to 10 per cent as
there was an inordinate delay in completion
and the Narmada project was completed after
38 years, he pointed out. The Finance Minister
further said loans for the Kaleshwaram project
were obtained from government banks and in-
stitutions. “If the BJP leaders are so worried
about interest rates, then I request them to
write to the Central government to slash the
interest rates,” Harish Rao said.
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2 new barrages on Penna river

NELLORE (AP)

The Penna river canal sys-
tem has got a fresh life
with the completion of
Nellore and the Sangam
barrages, turning the
decades-old dream of the
people of Sri Potti Srira-
mulu Nellore district in
Andhra Pradesh into a re-
ality.

The two new barrages
across river Penna, built at
an overall cost of Rs 326
crore, will not only sta-
bilise an ayacut of about
4.85 lakh acres but also rid

the people of several man-
dals and Nellore city of the
sorrow of the river floods.

British rulers built an
anicut each at Nellore and
Sangam in the 1880s to ful-
fil the irrigation needs as
well as drinking water sup-
ply to several mandals in
SPS Nellore district, be-
sides Nellore town. How-
ever, the two structures
outlived their utility, leav-
ing the people longing for
new barrages along with
carriageways.

The then Chief Minister
Y S Rajasekhara Reddy

launched the two new bar-
rage works in 2008 but
they progressed at a slow
pace for a variety of rea-
sons. The current govern-
ment headed by his son, Y
S Jaganmohan Reddy,
completed the projects,
fulfilling the long-cher-
ished dream of Nellore
people. The Sangam Bar-
rage has now been named
after former Minister
Mekapati Goutam Reddy,
who died of heart attack in
February this year. Jagan
will inaugurate the two
projects on Tuesday. eni
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‘Haryana has right
over SYL water, will
claim it at any cost’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

CHANDIGARH: The con-
crete and conscious efforts
made by Haryana Chief Min-
ister Manohar Lal Khattar for
resolving the Sutlej-Yamuna
Link (SYL) Canal have started
yielding positive results.

A hearing in this matter was
held in the Supreme Court on
Tuesday, in which the Cen-
tral government informed the
court that the Punjab govern-
ment is not giving any coop-
eration in the matter.

The Central government
informed the court that a let-
ter was also written to Punjabs
new Chief Minister but he did
not give any response. Now, the
Supreme Court has directed
the Central government to
organise a meeting of the Chief
Ministers of both states and try
to amicably resolve the issue.

Meanwhile, Khattar has
again clarified that the peo-
ple of the state have the right
over SYL waters and they are

\
“ -

Manohar Lal Khattar

going to claim it at any cost.
“SYL water is very important
for Haryana. On one hand, we
are not getting this water, while
on the other, Delhi is demand-
ing more water from us. Now
fixing a deadline to resolve this
issue at the earliest has become
very essential,” he said.

The Chief Minister said
that the completion of the
construction work of the Sut-
lej-Yamuna Link canal is long
pending and an issue of great
concern between Haryana
and Punjab.

Due to the non-completion
of the SYL Canal, surplus, un-
channeled water of Ravi, Sutlej
and Beas is going to Pakistan.
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7 hydropower projects of 10K MW
capacity to be established: Baghel

Korba, Fashpur, Surguja, Garivaband, Dhamtari and
Balrampur districts selected for the projects

RAIPUR: In a cabinet meet-
ing held under the chairman-
ship of Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at his residence office
here on Tuesday, a Chhattis-
garh State Hydropower Project
(Pump Storage Based) Estab-
lishment Policy 2022 has been
approved to encourage invest-
ment in establishing pump
storage based hydropower
projects in the state.

At the initial phase, 07 sites
have been selected by Genera-
tion Company for the estab-
lishment of the hydropower
projects of about 10 thousand
MW capacity. Among the
selected sites, a study will be
conducted to establish the proj-
ect in Korba, Jashpur, Surguja,
Gariaband, Dhamtari and Bal-

FILE PHOTO

CM Bhupesh Baghel

rampur districts.

A large number of coal-
based power generation proj-
ects are being set up in the state
due to the availability of coal.
For the stability and smooth
operation of any power sys-
tem, there should be a proper
ratio of thermal power genera-
tion capacity and hydropower

generation capacity. At present,
the share of hydropower gen-
eration capacity in the state’s
power system is not according
to the ideal factors required.
There is a need to pace the
development of hydropower
generation projects in future.
Under the Chhattisgarh
State Hydropower Project
(Pump Storage Based) Estab-
lishment Policy 2022, the
Chhattisgarh State Power Gen-
eration Company Limited has
been designated as the nodal
agency for the establishment of
a pump storage-based hydro-
power project. A Feasibility
Report and Detailed Project
Report will be prepared by the
Nodal Agency for the selected
project sites. MPOST



NEW DELHI

India and Bangladesh
should resolve all bilateral
issues, including the diffe-
rences over the waters of the
Teesta, “at an early date”,
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina said here on
Tuesday.

After holding bilateral
talks with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the visiting
leader described India as
the “most important and
closest neighbour™ that is
bound with Bangladesh
through 54 common rivers
and 4,000 km of border.

The two sides signed se-
Ven agreements covering
railways, science and tech-
nology, space cooperation,
media, and water sharing.

“The two countries had
resolved many outstanding
issues in the spirit of friend-
ship and cooperation and
we hope that all outstanding
issues, including Teesta Wa-
ter Sharing Treaty, would be
concluded at an early date,”
Ms. Hasina said, referring to
the long-standing riparian
issue that has eluded
resolution.

The two sides, however,
made a significant beginning
in river-water sharing by
reaching an agreement — a
first in 28 years — on drawing
water from the common
border river Kushiyara for
supplying to parts of lower
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Bangladesh PM favours early
solution for Teesta, other issues

Kushiyara water treaty among the seven deals signed between the two countries

o’

Assam as well as Sylhet in
Bangladesh.

Mr. Modi highlighted the
values that made India and
Bangladesh to put up a joint
fight in the Liberation War of
1971 and said, “In order keep
the spirit of 1971 alive, it is
necessary that we confront
those forces that want to
hurt our common values.”

Foreign Secretary Vinay
Mohan Kwatra, in a press in-
teraction, said the pact over
the Kushiyara was the first
river-related agreement that
the two sides reached 28

Common ground: Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasin

a

a with Prime Minister Marendra
Modi for the ceremonial reception at the Rashtrapati Bhavan on Tuesday. svw.krisHman

years after the conclusion of
the Ganga Waters Agree-
ment of 1996. He also said
that India had extended the
period of sharing flood wa-
ter-related information in
real time that would help
Bangladesh counter the an-
nual floods.

Ukraine war

Mr. Kwatra did not mention
the Ukraine war’s impact on
the economic prospects of
the South Asian region, but
hinted at it saying the lead-
ers discussed “regional and

global issues”.

The Ministries of Railways
of India and Bangladesh
signed an agreement on
training of personnel of the
Bangladesh Railway in India.

In a bid to help Bangla-
desh deal with energy crisis,
the two leaders unveiled Un-
it 1 of the Maitree power
plant, a 1,320-MW supercrit-
ical coal-fired thermal pow-
er plant, at Rampal in Khul-
na division of Bangladesh.

CONTINUED ONM » PAGE 10
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Hasina favours early
solutions for Teesta

The project is being set up at
an approximate budget of
$2 billion out of which $1.6
billion was Indian Develop-
ment Assistance. “Bangla-
desh will get greater access
to affordable electricity be-
cause of the Maitree thermal
power plant’s first unit,” Mr.
Modi said.

The Hindu had reported
earlier that India had taken
note of the deteriorating
energy scenario in Bangla-
desh, and both sides were in
talks to deal with the situa-
tion. External Affairs Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar said, “The
close neighbourly relations
between India and Bangla-
desh transcend all partner-
ships. Projects unveiled to-
day reinforce our

commitment for the deve-
lopment of the region.” The
two sides also inaugurated
the Rupsha rail bridge,
which will help in connect-
ing Khulna with Mongla
port and Petrapole and
Gede in West Bengal. The in-
itiatives are part of the ongo-
ing projects in Bangladesh
that are aimed at converting
the country into a connec-
tivity hub.

Ms. Hasina met with Pre-
sident Droupadi Murmu in
the evening. On Wednesday,
she will hand over Mujib
scholarships to 200 family
members of the personnel
of the Indian military who
were killed or wounded dur-
ing the Liberation War of
1971.
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NGT slams Kerala govt. over Periyar pollution

No improvement
in water quality of
river, says tribunal

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

The Special Bench of the Na-
tional Green Tribunal (NGT)
has blamed the Kerala go-
vernment for the utter lack
of concern for the continu-
ing serious pollution of the
Periyar and its consequenc-
es on public health and envi-
ronment.

“Reports of the authori-
ties during the last several
years do not show improve-
ment in water quality of the
Periyar at any of the loca-
tions in question,” pointed
out the Bench led by NGT
Chairperson Adarsh Kumar
Goel while issuing the final
order in three applications
related to the pollution of
the Periyar.

Maintaining that the pol-
lution of the river was taking
place in the three districts of
Idukki, Ernakulam, and
Thrissur, the Bench said
Greater Kochi (Udyogaman-
dal) was one of the critically

polluted industrial areas,
having the Comprehensive
Environmental Pollution In-
dex (CEPI) at 52.94 (2018).
“This rertainly necessitates
that the industries are com-
pelled to adopt Zero Liquid
Discharge (ZLD). Further,

the Periyar river in Kerala -

falls in the list of identified
polluted river stretches un-

der ‘Priority-V" category Alu- -

va-Eloor to Kalamassery,
having biological oxygen de-

mand range between 3-6.0 -

mg/1," it said.

Recalling that an action -

plan was prepared in May
2019 for the restoration of

the river, the Bench said it :

had identified short-and
long-term action plans, but
there was no mention of exe-
cution of the said plans.
“Such execution must be
expedited without further

delay. Since discharge of un- -

treated sewage into the river
is a criminal offence under
the Water Act, the same
must be stopped forthwith.
The river must meet stan-
dards of at least Class-B de-
signated best use classifica-
tion of the Central Pollution

Control Board,” according to
the order. The Bench re-
minded the authorities that
pollution was a crime
against humanity and under
law of the land. The right to

clean environment is part of
the Right to Life. As already
noted, large number of
deaths and diseases are at-
tributahle to it Most vicrtims
are poor voiceless people.

Even if victims are poor and
helpless, no State under the
Constitution can show
apathy and pay lip sympathy
to the issne in spite of hind-
ing Court orders, it said.
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