STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

The erstwhile districts of
Khammam and Warangal
bore the brunt of monsoon
fury on Monday when heavy
rains continued to batter
Telangana for the sixth con-
secutive day. Life came toa
standstill in cities and towns
of these two districts with
floodwaters inundating low-
lying areas, snapping road
connectivity to villages and
swollen rivulets overflow-
ing onto roads.

The situation is expected
to be grim for the next cou-
ple of days with the weath-
erman issuing a ‘Red Alert’
for five districts on Tuesday
and four districts on
‘Wednesday. The ‘Red Alert’
for Tuesday covers Pedda-
palli, Jayashankar Bhupala-
pally, Mulugu, Bhadradri
Kothagudem and Kham-
mam while on Wednesday,
the warning is for Adilabad,
Kumaram Bheem Asifabad,
Nirmal and Nizamabad.,

Almost all the remaining
districts in the State have
been warned of moderate to
heavy rains in the next two
daysunder the influence ofa
low pressure that has formed
over the Bay of Bengal.

At least three persons
were washed away in sepa-
rate incidents in Kothagu-
dem and Warangal. In
Jayamma Colony at Palon-
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Red alert for TS districts

Heavy rains continue to batter State for sixth consecutive day; three washed away in separate incidents

An elderly woman being carried to safety from a flooded locality following heavy rain, in Khammam district on Monday.

cha, an eight-year-old girl, §
Anjali, was washed away in
floodwater flowing down
from a nearby hillock, Her
body was found at a surplus
weir of Rathicheruvu a km
away from the colony.

In another incident, S Pa-
paiah (70), a fisherman, was
washed away at Gommugu-
dem village of Cherla man-
dal on Sunday and his body
is yet to be traced, In an-
other incident at Nachina-
pally in the erstwhile
Warangal district, Venkat

Reddy, a construction
worker, was washed away
when he fell into an over-
flowing stream, His body
was tretrieved from the
stream by the police with
the help of locals.

‘Warangal city saw the
worst downpour in five
years that flooded low-lying
areas and inundated roads
prompting policemen to
suspend traffic in several
parts of the city.

(SEE PAGE 2)
(RELATED REPORTS PAGE 5)

MORE RAINS IN STORE FOR HYD

HYDERABAD: The city is likely to receive more rains,
with weather officials saying the low-pressure area
over the Bay of Bengal would continue to bring moder-
ate rain and thundershowers for the next two days,
with the intensity to come down on the third day. The
rains from Sunday night, which continued throughout
the day on Monday as well, saw the city recording an
average rainfall of 12 mm till 8.30 am. While IMD pre-
dicted one or two spells of rain or thundershowers for
the next two days, TSDPS forecast has light to moder-
ate rain or thundershowers at many places, with heavy
rain at some places for the next two days.
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KCR seeks nod for
4 1rrigation projects

Pitches for Telangana’s rightful share in Godavari waters

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao on Monday
made a strong case for
Telangana’s right to utilise
water allocations provided
by the Central Water Com-
mission (CWC) to the State
in Godavari River.

The State government
seeking to utilise an addi-
tional one TMC of Godavari
water per day under the
Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation
Scheme was neither for an
additional project nor was it
a new project and thus, the
Centre's approval was not
required, he asserted.

The Chief Minister made
the assertion during a meet-
ing he had with Union Min-
ister for Jal Shakti Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat on Mon-
day when he also sought ex-
peditious approvals for the
Sitarama project, Devadula
Lift Irrigation Scheme (LIS)
(with  Tupakulagudem),
Mukteshwar (Chinna Kales-
hwaram) LIS, Ramappa-
Pakhala Link, Modikunta
Vagu and Chowtupally
Hanumantha Reddy LIS.

The Chief Minister re-
quested the Union Minister
to issue necessary direc-
tions to the Godavari River
Management Board and
CWC for immediate action

|
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Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao with Union Minister for Jal
Shakti Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, in New Delhi on Monday.

‘SANCTION RRR
SOUTHERN PART’

HYDERABAD: Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao appealed
to Union Minister for Road
Transport and Highways Nitin
Gadkari to sanction the south-
ern part of the Regional Ring
Road covering 182 kmaround
Hyderabad under Bharatmala
Pariyojana. He also thanked
the Union Minister for sanc-
tioning the northern part of the
RRR comprising Sangareddy-
Gajwel-Choutuppal section
covering 158 km earlier.
(REPORT PAGE 5)

in this regard. During the
meeting that lasted for
nearly an hour, Chan-

drashekhar Rao said the 11
projects mentioned as unap-
proved in Godavari Basin
in the recent Gazette notifi-
cation issued by the Centre
wete, in fact, started before
the formation of Telangana

State and were well
within the 967.94 TMC
share of the State.

Of this allocation, proj-
ects for utilisation of 758.76
TMC had already been
cleared by the CWC and
water availability had been
cleared by Hydrology Di-
rectorate for another 148.82
TMC, The balance alloca-
tion of 6026 TMC was
kept as a reserve for future
projects and evaporation
losses among others, he ex-
plained.

(SEE PAGE 2)
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Two washed away; overflowing streams inundate low-lying areas; road connectivity cut to many villages

STATE BUREAU
KHAMMAM

Normal life was thrown out of gear as
heavy rains pounded erstwhile Kham-
mam district on Monday, with all the
mandals witnessing moderate to very
heavy rainfall.

Kothagudem district witnessed
heavy precipitation and the run-off
was very heavy inundating several
low-lying areas and cutting off road
connectivity to many villages as many
streams were overflowing,

Two persons, including a minor,
were washed away due to flooding in
Kothagudem. In an incident at
Jayamma Colony at Paloncha, an
eight-year-old girl, S Anjali, was
washed away in flood. Her body was
found at a surplus weir of
Rathicheruvu, a km away from the
colony, Ina similar incident, S Papaiah
(70}, a fisherman, was washed away at
Gommugudem village of Cherla man-
dal on Sunday and his body was not
found yet.

Kothagudem witnessed very heavy
rainfall of 17.4 cm followed by Palon-
cha - 16.4 em, Chuchupally - 16.2 cm,
Laxmidevipally - 14.8 cm, Dammapeta
-12.7 em and Mulakalapalli - 11.2 cm,
Tekulapalli - 11.4 cm and Annapured-
dypalli - 11 ¢cm from 8,30 am to 6 pm,
officials informed,

Several other mandals in Kham-
mam and Kothagudem districts re-
ceived heavy to moderate rain, Trans-
portation on
Khammam-Bhadrachalam road was
affected as heavy waterlogging oc-
curred at a rail under bridge in Koth-
agudem. Two TSRTC buses were
stranded in water for some time at the
bridge and rescue teams were de-
ployed to evacuate the passengers on-
board the buses,

Similarly, transportation was af-
fected at several places as overflowing
streams flooded the roads, at Burgam-
pad, Julurpad, Aswapuram and other
places. Coal production was affected
in SCCL opencast mines at Kothagu-
dem, Yellandu, Manugur and Sathu-
palli. Meanwhile, officials lifted five
gates of Kinnerasani resetvoir at
Paloncha to release 26, 000 cusecs of
excess water, At Chetla, three gates of
Taliperu project were lifted torelease
3,632 cusecs of water and villagers
downstream were alerted.
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People walk through a flooded stretch in Khammam. (Above) A swollen river.

DOWNPOUR BATTERS
WARANGAL DISTRICT

WARANGAL: Normal life came to a
halt after about five years in Waran-
gal as heavy downpour battered the
city, flooding low-lying areas and in-
undating roads. This forced police-
men to close the roads in several
parts on Monday. Rains, which
started around 11 am, pounded the
city for four hours forcing people to
remain indoors. While Hasanparthy
mandal recorded 11.5 cm rainfall
from 8.30 am to 7 pm on Monday,
Elkatruthy recorded 11.48 cm and
Dharmasagar recorded 10.35 cm.

KEY PROJECTS RECORD
HEAVY INFLOWS

‘Annadanam’ for
flood-hit victims

KOTHAGUDEM: Indian
Scouts and Guides Fellow-
ship (SGFI) members came
to therescue of residents
whose houses were inun-
dated in flood waters fol-
lowing the heavy rains that
lashed the district on Mon-
day. The SGFI members or-
ganised ‘Annadanam’ for
flood victims in the low
lying areas under Srinagar
Colony gram panchayat, at
Indira Nagar Government
Primary School. SGFI State
vice president Mohammad
Qasim, office bearer Lo-
gani Srinivas, school head
mistress M Jyothi Rani, ex-

KARIMNAGAR: Heavy rains lashed
several parts of erstwhile Karimna-
gar, with highest of 100.5 mm rain-
fall recorded in Maredupalli of
Palakurthi mandal, Peddapalli dis-
trict. Sripada Yellampalli project has
been getting 2,18,804 cusecs of
water and 2,41,970 water was being
released through 25 gates. Mean-
while, Rajarajeshwara (Mid Manair)
reservoir is receiving 11,794 cusecs.
16,447 cusecs water is being re-
leased downstream by lifting seven

Army officer Sk Qader
Moinuddin and others pre-
pared the food and served
it to the victims. Residents
were not able tolight the
stove as the flood waters
reached into their houses
and the cooking utensils
were also submerged in
water. Lamxidevipalli
MPDQ, Rama Rao and pan-
chayat secretary Mujahid
Pasha thanked the SGFI for

flood gates.

their timely response in
feeding the residents.

Be vigilant, power staff told

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Inview of the incessant heavy rains
and red alert for Telangana State,
Chairman and Managing Director
of TSSPDCL G Raghuma Reddy in-
structed the Disaster Management
wing, officials and staff to be avail-
able in their respective headquar-
ters tomeet emergency works with
sufficient men and material.
Raghuma Reddy, who held a
video conference with Telangana
State Southern Power Distribution
Company Ltd (TSSPDCL) officials
here on Monday, reviewed the im-

pact of continuous rainfall on the
powet supply distribution network,
He instructed them to keep 30 poles
in every section office, hire 20 addi-
tional staffers in every division, and
also monitor the power supply po-
sition in coordination with officials
of GHMC Control Room and dis-
trict control rooms. Chief general
managers and superintending engi-
neers of all zones and circles par-
ticipated in the conference.

Power supply was normal in
Greater Hyderabad and in rural cit-
cles except for damage to 13 electric
poles and 5 distribution transform-
ers in some areas, he said.

The CMD appealed to electricity
consumers and general public to
follow safety precautions during
rains. He alsoadvised farmers to be
extra careful during rains and keep
their cattle away from poles and
other electric equipment, not to
take shelter under trees and over-
head lines during rains.

In case of electrical emergency,
consumers and citizens may file
their complaints at 100/1912/FOC
ot special control room numbers
73820 72104, 73820 72106, 73820
71574, and through company’s mo-
bile app, Twitter account, Face-
book page and website, he said.
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KCR wants to protect
11 Godavari projects

KCR says projects we

L. VENKAT RAM
REDDY | DC
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 6

Chief Minister K. Cha-
ndrashekar Rao on Mo-
nday met union Jal Sh-
akti minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat in De-
1hi. He submitted a rep-
resentation to the un-
ion minister that was-
released by the Chief
Minister's Office (CMO)
which talks only about
projects in the Godav-
ari basin. There is no
mention of projects in
Krishna basin that ha-
ve become a bone of co-
ntention between Tela-

ngana and Andhra
Pradesh.
However, official

sources said Rao reiter-
ated his demand of
sharing Krishna water
at the ratio of 50:50
between Telangana and

Andhra Pradesh
against 66:34 being
shared at present

between both the states.
The Chief Minister
urged Shekhawat to
drop 11 projects in the
Godavari basin from
the list of ‘unapproved
projects’ mentioned in
the recent gazette issu-
ed by the Centre bring-
ing all irrigation proj-
ects in the Krishna and
the Godavari basins un-
der the respective river
management boards
(KRMB and GRMB).
Rao informed
Shekhawat that these
11 projects were started

Chief Minister K. Chandrashekar Rao meets union Jal Shakti minister

re started before formation of TS

—

L)

Gajendra Singh Shekhawat in Delhi on Sunday.

before formation of Te-
langana State and were
well within the 967.94
tmc ft share of the
state. Out of this alloca-
tion, projects for 758.76
tme ft are already clea-
red by the Central Wa-
ter Commission (CWC)
and water availability
has been cleared by the
Hydrology Directorate
for another 148.82 tmc
ft. The balance alloca-
tion of 60.26 tme ft has
been kept as a reserve
for future projects,
evaporation losses etc.
Rao stated that 85 tme
ft was allocated to the
Icchampally project
according to GWDT
Award and inter-state
agreement among the
states of Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh and
Andhra Pradesh. The
Indira Sagar and Rajiv
Sagar projects were

given in-principle allo-
cation of 16 tme ft each.
The Devadula LIS was
allocated 38 tmc ft and
all relevant clearances
for the project were
also obtained. Thus, a
total of 155 tmc ft allo-
cation was obtained
from the CWC for these
four projects.

Rao brought to his
notice that in lieu of
above four projects, the
Telangana government
had decided to take up
Sitarama project with
an allocation of 70 tmc
ft, Devadula LIS (with
barrage at Tupakula
Gudem) with 60 tmec ft,
Mukteswar (Chinna
Kaleshwaram) LIS with
4.5 tmc ft, Ramappa-
Pakhala Link with 3
tmec ft, Modikunta Vagu
with 2.14 tmc ft and
Chowtupally  Hanu-
manthu Reddy LIS with

— BY ARRANGEMENT

0.8 tme ft. This totals to
140.44 tme ft leaving a
balance of 14.56 tme ft
as reserve.

“As these projects are
taken up by the Telang-
ana government out of
water allocations alrea-
dy approved by CWC,
the DPRs of these proj-
ects may be expeditiou-
sly approved,” Rao
said.

He clarified that an
additional 1 tmc ft per
day of Kaleshwaram
project was not an addi-
tional nor a new proj-
ect. It had only been
taken up with the state
government funds to
utilise 240 tmc ft alloca-
tions made to Kalesh-
waram  project by
CWC, within a shorter
time period and as
such did not require
any approval by the
Centre.
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Gush of water

16 gates of Lower Manair Dam in Karimnagar being lifted on Monday due to heavy rainfall.
— YELABAKA RADHAKRISHNA

Millennium Post- 07- September-2021

Govt constructing water extraction
well with daily capacﬂ;y of 90L litres

NEW DELHI: The Delhi gov-
ernment is constructing a
water extraction well with a
daily capacity of 90 lakh litres
at Sonia Vihar using an innova-
tive technology, Water Minister
Satyendar Jain said on Monday.
The Irrigation and Flood
Control Department and the
Public Works Department are
also constructing water extrac-
tion wells using a different tech-
nique and design at Hiranki
and Akshardham, a statement
quoted the minister as saying.
Jain who inspected the well
at Sonia Vihar asked officials
to keep monitoring the rate of

water extraction.

“The uniqueness of this well
is that it has perforated walls
that increase water extraction
and collection. This well can
extract up to 90 lakh litres of
water per day once completed,’
the statement said.

According to officials, the

Delhi government plans to
extract around 200 million gal-
lons of groundwater a day from
areas with high water tables such
as Roata in Najafgarh in south-
west Delhi. At present, the Delhi
Jal Board supplies around 935
MGD water per day against the
demand of 1,140 MGD.  mpost
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TELANGANA Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao on Monday
pitched for justice to the State in
the water-sharing disputes that
intensified recently between
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh.

The CM brought to the notice
of Union Jal Shakti minister
Gajendrasingh Shekhawat the
water disputes. He requested him
to drop 11 projects, including the
use of additional one tmcft from
Kaleswaram, which were men-
tioned as unapproved in the Go-
davari basin in the Gazette noti-
fication.

The CM explained the impor-
tance of water-sharing in 50:50
ratio between the two States, as
Telangana is entitled to get more
water from river Krishna after
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KCR pitches for justice in water-sharing
before Union Jal Shakti Mmlster

the bifurcation of Andhra
Pradesh. Accompanied by top ir-
rigation officials. KCR met the
Union minister and apprised
him of water issues. He clarified
that the additional one tmeft of
the Kaleswaram project was not
an additional and not a new proj-
ect. It was only taken up with
government funds to utilise 240
tmeft allocation made to the
project by the Central Water
Commission (CEC) within a
short time. It does not require
any approval of the Union gov-
ernment, the CM said.
According to him, Telangana
was utilising within 9,687 tmcft
share of water for construction
of projects. “Of the total alloca-
tions, projects for 758 tmcft were
already cleared by the Central
Water Commission. The Hydrol-
ogy Directorate had cleared an-

other 148.82 tmcft. The balance
allocation of 60.26 tmcft has been
kept as reserve for future proj-
ects, evaporation loss.”

The CM told the Union minis-
ter that Kanthanapally, which is
non-existent, should also be
dropped from the list of unap-
proved projects. He informed
Shekhwat that water allocation
for the Sitarama project, Muk-
theshwar Lift Scheme, Ramappa
- Pakala Link, Chodtupally
Hanumantha Reddy Lift Scheme
were already approved by the
CWC. The DPRs of these projects
may be expeditiously approved,
he said. A total of 155 tmcft allo-
cations were also obtained from
the CWC for Ichampally, Indira
Sagar, Rajiv Sagar and Devadula
Lift Irrigation schemes. All the
relevant cleareances for the proj-
ects were also obtained.

v

Chief Minister KCR presenting a memento to Union Jal Shakti minister
Gajendrasingh Shekhawat in New Delhi on Monday
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Mekedatu mendicants

tis unfortunate the new Karnataka Chief Minister

Basavaraj Bommai has taken up the Mekedatu

Balancing Reservoir-cum-Drinking Water Project
as a priority and prestige issue which can be imple-
mented only if all the four Cauvery riparian States
agree. Three of the four States disagree. The Cauvery
Water Management Authority has not sanctioned the
controversial project either. The Union Jal Shakti
Minister, Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, is totally igno-
rant of the controversial project. Former Karnataka
Chief Minister Yediyurappa, not known to have read
or understood the final award of the Cauvery Water
Disputes Tribunal dated 5 February 2007 or the affir-
mation of the award by the Supreme Court by its
judgment dated 16 February 2018, initiated the exer-
cise. The Rs 9,000-crore project is to construct the
Mekedatu dam with a capacity to store 67.16 uncft
water and to generate 400 MW power. The proposed
reservoir would result in impounding the flows gen-
erated in the Cauvery from the uncontrolled catch-
ment of the Kabini sub-basin downstream of the
Kabini reservoir, the catchment of the Cauvery down-
stream of the Krishnarajasagar dam, uncontrolled
flows from the Shimsha, Arkavathy and the Suvarna-
vathy sub-basins and other small streams which are
the sources to ensure Tamil Nadu'’s share of 177.25
tmcft water at Billigundlu. If Karnataka goes ahead
with the Makedatu project, it would have a cascading
effect on the daily and monthly inflows during the
crucial months of June to September as stipulated in
the award of the CWDT and affirmed by the Supreme
Court.Without delivering water to Tamil Nadu as per
monthly schedule stipulated in the award and con-
firmed by the Supreme Court, Karnataka has
increased minor irrigation area, as reported by it to
the CWMA, by 46,932 acres. Karnataka has thus failed
to honour the binding judgment of the Supreme
Court dated 16 February 2018. The entire objective of
the Tribunal’s final award was to ensure that the pat-
tern of release of water to the downstream States to
meet irrigation needs was not jeopardised. Unmind-
ful of the CWDT and the Supreme Court order, the
Karnataka government has prepared a detailed
Mekedatu feasibility report and forwarded it to the
Central Water Commission which proceeded to
entertain it. The Tamil Nadu government has moved
the Supreme Court to restrain Karnataka from pro-
ceeding with any activity in regard to the proposed
construction of a dam across the inter-state river
Cauvery at Mekedatu. Karnataka Chief Minister Bom-
mai has taken a delegation of experts to Delhi to pre-
vail on the Jal Shakti Ministry and the Union govern-
ment to get the Detailed Project Report cleared. An
all-party delegation from Tamil Nadu has been
assured by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Jal
Shakti Minister Shekhawat that the DPR would not be
accepted without the concurrence of the three other
riparian states, namely, Kerala, Puducherry and Tarmnil
Nadu. The Cauvery water disputes have a long histo-
ry. Tamil Nadu got relief only after the late Prime Min-
ister VP Singh appointed the Cauvery Water Disputes
Tribunal. As Bommai tries to undo the relief given to
the lower riparian States, the entire nation is watch-
ing with bated breath.
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Central team reaching Bihar (Photo/ANI)

Central team reaches Bihar to assess flood damage

ANI | Updated: Sep 06,2021 21:01 IST

Patna (Bihar) [India], September 6 (ANI): A six-member central team arrived in Patna on
Monday to assess the damage caused by the floods this year in Bihar.

The team was headed by Rakesh Kumar Singh, Joint Secretary of the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) is on a two-day visit to the state.

Addressing reporters here Singh said: "We are here on two-day visit. We'll hold a meeting

in Patna to decide further actions,”

The schedule of the event will be decided after a meeting with other officials, he said.
On September 2, Ganga, Gandak and Kosi rivers in the state had crossed the danger
level in several areas due to heavy rainfall in Patna and neighbouring country Nepal.
The Ganga River is flowing 12 cm above the danger mark in Patna. The tributaries of the
Ganga River are also witnessing a rising trend in the water level. Kosi is also flowing
above the danger mark in various areas.

Speaking to ANI, Director of Central Water Commission in Patna Sanjeev Kumar Suman

said, "It is definitely a cause of concern. People and animals have been rendered

homeless." (ANI)
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29% of India under
a dry spell: Tracker

Chetan Chauhan

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Around 29% of
India’s geographic area is under-
going a spell of dry weather, two-
thirds of the way through the
country’s monsoon, which was
deficient by 9% at the end of
August, according to the drought
tracker of the Indian Institute of
Technology, Gandhinagar,
released on Monday.

The tracker found that till Sep-
tember 4, there were no drought
like conditions in about 71% of
country’s geographical area, but

that the remaining did show these
conditions with a rain deficiency
ranging from 20% to 77%. Almost
all of Gujarat, western Odisha,
eastern West Bengal, Bundelk-
hand in Uttar Pradesh and Mad-
hya Pradesh, and several districts
in north-eastern India face
drought like conditions, it found.

According to IMD, Chura-
chandpur district of Manipur,
which has highest rainfall defi-
ciency (77%) this monsoon, isan
indication of how erratic rainfall
has been this year. The last time,
this district had such deficient
rainfall was in 1960s. P8
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WRD exploring ways to interlink small rivers in Bihar, says
™M

Talking to media persons after the Janata Darbar — a routine event where
people can meet the CM and raise their grievances against the system —
Kumar said that the state has been incurring heavy losses due to the
recurring floods.

By Subhash Pathak,
PUBLISHED ON SEP 06, 2021 10:12 P!

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar during Janata Darbar in Patna on Monday.
(Santosh Kumar/ht photo)

Bihar chief minister Nitish Kumar on Monday said that the water
resources department (WRD) has been carrying out studies about the
scope of interlinking of small rivers to minimise the scale of devastation
due to recurring floods.

Talking to media persons after the Janata Darbar — a routine event where
people can meet the CM and raise their grievances against the system —
Kumar said that the state has been incurring heavy losses due to the
recurring floods. “The WRD is exploring the scope and discussing ways to
interlink small rivers. Nearly 57 lakh people have been hit by the current
spells of floods, which are not over yet. All the concerned departments
have been asked to stay alert to meet any eventuality,” said the CM, adding
that he had visited many flood-affected areas over the past few weeks.
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