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CHETAN PANDIT &
ASIT K. BISWAS'

released its ‘Strategy for New
India @75’ which defined clear
objectives for 2022-23, with an
overview of 41 distinct areas. In

InADecer'nber 2018, NITI Aayog

this document, however, the stra-
tegy for ‘water resources’ is as insi-
pld and unrealistic as the succes-
sive National Water Policies
(NWP). Effective strategic plan-
ning must satisfy three essential
requirements. One, acknowledge
and analyse past failures; two, sug-
gest realistic and implementable
goals; and three, stipulate who will
do what, and within what time
frame. The ‘strategy’ for water
fails on all three counts.

No new vision’

The document reiterates two
failed ideas: adopting an integrat-
ed river basin management ap-

proach, and setting up of river ba-
sin organisations (RBOs) for major

| basins. The integrated manage-
| ment concept has been around for

| 70 years, but not even one moder-
| ate size basin has been managed
| thus anywhere in the world. And
\ 32 years after the NWP of 1987 re-
| commended RBOs, not a single
one has been estabhshed for any
major basin.
The water resources regulatory

WSE Directorate, CWC documented following news ilcm/lcucr/iul’ic e/pdi[on'a] published

‘Rethinking water management issues

authority is another failed idea.

. Maharashtra established a water

resources regulatory authority in
2005. But far from an improve-
ment in managing resources, wa-
ter management in Maharashtra
has gone from bad to worse. With-
out analysing why the WRA alrea-
dy established has failed, the re-
commendation to establish water
resources regulatory authorities is
inexcusable.

The strategy document notes
that there is ahuge gap between ir-
rigation potential created and util-
ised, and recommends that the
Water Ministry draw up an action
plan to complete command area
development (CAD) works to re-
duce the gap. Again, a recommen-
dation is made without analysing
why CAD works remain incom-
plete, that too despite having a
CAD authority as an integral com-

. ponent of the ministry.

Goals include providing adeg-
uate and safe piped water supply
to all citizens and livestock; pro-
viding irrigation to all farms; pro-
viding water to industries; ensur-
ing continuous and clean flow in
the “Ganga and other rivers along
with their tributaries”, i.e. in all In-
dian rivers; -assuring long-term
sustainability of groundwater; sa-
feguarding proper operation and
maintenance of water infrastruc-
ture; utilising surface water re-
sources to the full potential of 690
billion cubic metres; improving
on-farm water-use efficiency; and
ensuring zero discharge of un-
treated effluents from industrial
units. These goals are fot just over
ambitious, but absurgly unrealis-
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tic, particularly for a five-year win-
dow. Not even one of these goals
has been achieved in any State in
the past 72 years. Some goals, such

as ‘Har Khet Ko Pani (irrigation to

every fieldy, are simply not
achievable.
Who is accountable?

A strategy document must specify
who will be responsible and ac-
countable for achieving the specif-
ic goals, and in what time-frame.
Otherwise, no one will accept the
responsibility to carry out various
tasks, and nothing will get done.
Take one goal: “Encourage indus-
tries to utilise recycled/treated wa-
ter”. Merely encouraging someone
to do something, is not a “goal”.
That apart, NITI Aayog does not
say who will do this encouraging,
and how? Should the State Water
Ministries do this by restricting or
even withholding recalcitrant in-
dustry’s access to fresh water?
Should the Environment Minis-
tries cancel clearances for indus-
tries which do not practise recy-
cling? Or should the Finance
Ministries do this through mone-
tary incentives and disincentives?
No one knows.

Of the issues listed under ‘con-

- NITI Aayogs strategy for water resources is a continuation of failed policies of the past

straints’, only one, the Easement
Act, 1882, which grants groundwa-
ter ownership rights to landown-
ers, and has resulted in uncon-
trolled extractions of
groundwater, is actually a con-
straint. The remaining are are not
constraints. These are: irrigation
potential created but not being
used; poor efficiency of irrigation
systems; indiscriminate use of wa-
ter in agriculture; poor implemen-
tation and maintenance of pro-
jects; cropping patterns not
aligned to agroclimatic zones; sub-
sidised pricing of water; citizens
not getting piped water supply;
and contamination of groundwa-
ter. These are problems, caused
by 72 years of mis-governance in
the water sector, and remain chal-
lenges for the future.

-Ideas listed under ‘way for-
ward’ and ‘suggested reforms’ do

‘not say how any of these will come

about. For example, there is no re-
commendation to amend the
Easement Act, or to stop subsi-
dised/free electricity to farmers.
On the contrary, the strategy re-
commends promoting solar
pumps. These are environmental-
ly correct and ease the financial
burden on electricity supply agen-
cies. However, the free electricity
provided by solar units will further
encourage unrestricted pumping
of groundwater, and will further
aggravate the problem of a steady
decline of groundwater levels.

Reforms overlooked

The document fails to identify real
constraints. For example, it notes
that the Ken-Betwa River inter-
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linking project, the India-Nepal
Pancheshwar project, and the
Siang project in Northeast India
need to be completed. A major
roadblock in completion of these
projects is public interest litiga-
tions filed in the National Green
Tribunal, the Supreme Court, or in
various High Courts. Unless the
government has a plan to arrest
the blatant misuse of PIL for envi-
ronmental posturing, not only
these but also other infrastructure
projects will remain bogged down
in court rooms.

The document takes no cogni-
sance of some real and effective re-
forms that were once put into mo-
tion but later got stalled, such as a
National Water Framework law;
significant amendments to the In-
ter-State River Water Disputes Act;
and the Dam Safety Bill.

India’s water problems can be
solved with existing knowledge,
technology and available funds.
But India’s water establishment
needs to admit that the strategy
pursued so far has not worked.
Only then can a realistic vision
emerge. It is unfortunate that NITI
Aayog has failed to admit this and
has prescribed only a continuation
of past failed policies. Far from
solving our water problems, this

‘helps India to continue walking on

the unsustainable path it has pur-
sued for decades.

Chetan Pandit is a former member of the
Central Water Commission. Asit K. Biswas
is Distinguished Visiting Professor,
niversity of Glasgow, U.K., and
irman, Water Management
International Pte Ltd, Singapore
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JAL JEEVAN MISSION

Panchayats, Local
BodiestoDecide
Water Charges

Two models — smaller, single village ones and bigger
multi-village models — being worked out

Anubhuti.Vishnoi
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Centre has allowed
gram panchayats and local bodies to
decide on water usage charges for
supply of potable piped water under
the Jal Jeevan Mission, thereby en-
dingalongdebate on the matter.

The Centre has decided that it will
not prescribe a price structure for wa-
ter usage under its flagship scheme to
state governments. Instead, it will give
‘full flexibility’ to local bodies and
gram panchayats torun the scheme.

Imposing water usage charges has
always been a politically sensitive is-
sue. Currently; charges for domestic
use are quite ad hocand nominal and
even these are not fully recovered by
the water supply departments of va-
rious state governments, leading to
poor maintenance of the network.
The Centrg hopes that this will
change by making villages in charge
of the water distribution to house-
holdsand deciding the water charges.
Themoney collected could be used for
operation and maintenance of the
water distribution system.

At present, only 18% of India’s rural
households (approximately 3.2 crore)
have access to piped water. The Centre
hopes to take this figure to100% infive
years under the Jal Jeevan Mission.

Around 18 crore households will be
provided piped water supply under
the Mission announced by Prime Mi-
nister Moeli on August15.

Local bodies and panchayats, thekey
financial partners, may have to pay up
t010% of the cost for laying the pipeli-
ne and control the water distribution
system in villages.

Vlllages wﬂl be asked to contribute

up to 10% of the capital cost towards
laying the piped water supply. Villa-
ges in tribal areas and difficult terra-
insarelikely to be asked to contribute .
upto5%.

“We do not want a contractor-driver
project. Water is best managed locally.
We strongly feel that we must have
panchayats and village bodies as acti-

~vefinancial and implementation part-

ners for the ‘Nal se Jal’ plan to make it

* successful,” asenior official told ET on

conrdition of anonymity. Government

“funding will also be tied to performan-

ces. A sum of Rs3.351akh crore hasal-
ready been approved for the ‘Nal Se
Jal’ project.
Jal Jeevan Model
Under the scheme
being devised by the

Jal Shakti ministry
there will be two basic
; models—asmallsing-

le village model and a
= bigger multi village
Only18%0f  1odel one. Top offici-
%a sh';;;" als told ET that the
A zscerore) S gsinglevillage model—
fane Acoass tobe kept simple, cost-
to piped ef'fective and backed
water with technology —
will be implemented
in one or two adjacent villages which
have good water availability.

It will also involve construction of
small shallow channels/trenches
along the gradient and drainage path .
in the village — which will be mapped
by 8D mapping technology. The De-
partment of Space has already started
sharing details of the same with the
Jal Shakti ministry These channels—
preferably closed at the top— will lead
to sinks at natural drainage points to
ensure that ground water sources are

mchargedandsustamable. QA - ‘\
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India to work with China, Pakistan
to gauge impact of climate change

JACOB KOSHY
NEW DELHI
To better gauge the impact of
climate change on the Hindu
Kush mountains, which in-
cludes the Himalayas, and
spruce up data-gathering,
the India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) will collabo-
rate with meteorological
agencies in China and Pakis-
tan, among others, to pro-
vide climate forecast servic-
es to countries in the region.
Earlier this month, the
IMD organised a workshop
to discuss ways to establish a
regional climate centre that
will provide forecasting ser-
vices and climate analyses.
It will be under the World
Meteorological Organisation
(WMO) and take a few years
to take shape, IMD Director-
.General M. Mohapatra told
The Hindu.

Natural impact The HKH region spans Afghanistan,

The Economic Times (New Delhi)
Business Standard(New Delhi)
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Bangladesh, Bhutan, China and India among other nations.

“The Hindu-Kush-Hima-
layan (HKH) region is consi-
dered the Third Pole [after
the North and South Poles],
and has significant implica-
tions for climate. However,
data-gathering  here #is
sparse. We are discussing a
system whereby countries
can share data and improve
forecasts and predictions.

The WMO proposal was to
have nodal centres in Islama-
bad, Delhi and Beijing,” he
said.

Largest store of snow

The HKH region spans Af-
ghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhu-
tan, China, India, Kyrgyz-
stan, Mongolia, Myanmar,
Nepal, Pakistan, Tajikistan,
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and Uzbekistan.
The Third Pole, which
contains vast cryospheric
zones, is also the world’s lar-
gest store of snow and ice
outside the polar region, and
the source of 10 major rivers,
and, therefore, particularly
sensitive to climate change.
Alongside  forecasting
weather over long periods,
the regional centres would
provide data services, train-
ing and capacity-building,
research and development.
The meeting in Delhi ear-
lier this week was meant “to
identify partnerships among
relevant stakeholders, for-
mulate research directions ,
identify user-groups and sec-
tors and provide information
on changes in hydrological
extremes as part of climate
change projections,” accord-
ing to an official note.
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Yamuna pollution: NGT body
'slams Delhi Jal Board, NDMC

Authorities have done little to remove sewage pollution from storm water drains’

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

A Monitoring Committee ap-
- pointed by the National

Green Tribunal (NGT) for

the cleaning of the Yamuna

has slammed multiple go-

' vernment bodies, including
the New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC), South Del-
hi Municipal Corporation
and the Delhi Jal Board (DJB)
for pollution of storm water
drains in the city.

The storm water drains

are supposed to carry away
excess rainwater, but many
of them carry untreated
sewage and flow into the Ya-
muna due to lack of proper
mechanism to treat sewage.

Following court orders
and health concerns raised
by some residents, the com-
mittee had inspected resi-
dential areas in Greater Kai-
lash 1, Defence Colony, and
Nizamuddin (west), through
which Barapulla and Kushak

which was v151ble from the

Workers unclog a storm
water drain in Delhi.

drains pass.
“The DJB had submitted
its action plan to the NGT for

' trapping sewage flowing into

Barapulla and its tributaries
in 2014 according to which
most of the work was to be
completed by 2017. Howev-
er, very little appears to have
been done on the ground
with no improvement in
terms of containment of pol-
lution,” the MC said.

“A lot of floating solid

waste has - accumulated,

the committee

wiu wiulelinle

Kushak storm
water drain is
carrying sewage
along with a lot of
floating material,
which is difficult to
clean under the
covered portion of
the drain

REPORT BY THE NGT-APPOINTED
MONITORING COMMITTEE

C

open portion of the drain...
The Monitoring Committee
directed the SDMC to clean
the drain regularly,” read the
minutes of a meeting of the
committee when it was dis-
cussing the drain passing
through Greater Kailash 1.
The SDMC was also di-
rected to instal cameras to

_catch trucks that were

dumping  construction
waste near the drains.
Regarding the drain pass-
ing through Defence Colony,
stated:

Rgeam (718 Rl
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“Kushak storm water drain
is carrying sewage along
with a lot of floating mate-
rial, which is difficult to
clean under the covered
portion of the drain. Before
and after Defence Colony,
the drain is not covered.”
About Nizamuddin
(west), the report stated:
“NDMC  representatives
were not present to explain
the action plan for reducing
sewage in NDMC area... the
committee took a very se-
rious note of the callous atti-
tude of the NDMC officials.
The committee will report
this to the Chief Secretary

‘who is holding charge of the

NDMC.”

Both DJB Vice Chairman
Dinesh Mohaniya and also
DJB PRO did not respond to
multiple calls and messages
seeking a comment. -

Meanwhile, NDMC Secre-

tary Rashmi Singh said that .-
“she will look into the issue.

Ooooooo
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With 89 artificial ponds, Delhi govt.
makes an effort to protect Yamuna

STAFF REPGRTER
NEW DELHI

. In a first, the Delhi govern-
ment had created 89 artifi-

cial ponds for idol immer-

sion across the city to
prevent the Yamuna from
getting polluted. This initia-
tiye has fetched results with
the Delhi government on
Tuesday claiming that there
has been no reports of idol
immersion in the Yamuna..
«Till now we have no re-
ports of anyone immersing
the idols in ‘the river. We
have also deployed Civil De-
fence volunteers at 11 entry
points to the Yamuna where
ople usually immerse
idols,” K.S. Meena, Deputy
Commissioner  (headquar-
ters) of Revenue Department
told The Hindu at 9 p.m. on
Tuesday. :
“Last year, we had dug up
pits along the banks of the
Yamuna and allowed immer-
sion of idols only in it. But it
also caused pollution as ma-
ny people went ahead and

immersed idols in the river,”

the official said.

As they don’t want to take
any chance, artificial ponds
were created this year. Some
of the ponds were as deep as
eight feet and is 20x30 feet
in size. To make use of the
artificial ponds, the govern-
ment had held meetings

with various puja commit-

| tees ahead of the immersion
- and had given advertise-

ments with details of all the
89 locations. y
Various government bo-

dies, including the munici-
pal corporations, Delhi Jal

Board and Revenue Depart-
ment, which is the nodal
agency, worked in shifts to

‘prevent the Yamuna from
. getting polluted.

Durga puja organisers

 theidol in an

oOooooog

Durgé idol being immersed in a temporary tank in Burari. =V.v. KRISHNAN

" were also happy with the ar-

rangement, ‘though there
were some operational
difficulties. ;

S, Mitra, general secretary
 of Antaranga Durga Puja in
Mayur Vihar Phased, said

first time

“Jt is a good move and we

completely suPport'iEf There

HESTR, T \f Yo
 Operational difficulty
that they have been celebrat-

cial ﬁdnd.» '
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Government bodies work in shifts; official says no report of idol immersion in river

is less pollution and we
didn’t have to spend much
money as the location was

* close to our pandal,” he said.

Y o
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However, Mr. Mitra said that
there was only four-feet wa-

 ter in the eight-feet deep

~ pond. “There was some pro-
‘blem with the arrangement |
" and the plastic was not co-
_ vering the base of the entire

pond,” he added.
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In 5 years, Clean Ganga Mission
sees 15-fold hike in govt spend %8

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 7

~ THERE HAS been a 15-fold in-
crease in government spending

on the river Ganga, and the ex-

penditure under the Namami
Gange scheme may reachanall-
time high by the end of current
financial year.
“Based on current liabilities
.and sanctioned projects we ex-
pect the actual expenditure un-
der Namami Gange to reach Rs
3,000 crore. This will be the
highest ever amount spent in a
year to clean the Ganga,” said
Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Director
General of the National Mission
for Clean Ganga (NMCG).

The amount will be spenton |

schemes and projects for the
Gangaandits tributaries, includ-
ing onrehabilitation and upgra-
dation of existing sewage treat-
ment plants (STPs) besides
commissioning of new STPs,
Mishra said. :
The Namami Gange scheme
was lauched in 2014-15 by the
Narendra Modi government. The

GOVT EXPENDITURE
ONCLEANING THE
GANGA
Y

ear _ Actual
' Expenditure
» _ (inTcrore)
2011-12 5344
201213 135.25
2013-14 266.2
2014-15 170.99
2015-16 602.6
_2016-17 1 106281
2017-18 1,625.11
12018-19 | 262654
~ 2019-20* | 3,000.00
Source: NMCG
actual expenditure rose fromRs

170.99 crore in the firstyear toRs
2,626.54 crorein 2018-19. Sofar,
298 projects, including 40 re-
lated to STPs, have been sanc-
tioned under the scheme. The
Centre has allocated Rs 20,000
crore to be spent oncleaning the
Ganga for the period of 2015-
2020. ’

Meanwhile, Union Jal Shakti
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat on Monday said that
the Ganga will be clean between
Gangotri and Haridwar by 2021.
He said that all untreated do-
mestic sewage as well as indus-
trial effluents will be completely
stopped before the Kumbhis or-
ganised at Haridwar in 2021.

After launching the ‘Ganga
Aamantran Abhiyan’, a month-
long rafting and kayaking expe-

EXPLAINED

Govt outlay
gives big

dition on the river. Shekhawat | DOOST
said, “There is a notion that
Ganga is the most polluted river
in the country. This is not true. ALTHOUGH THE efforts
We hope that this expedition will to clean the Ganga
helpin proving this notion false.” started in the 1980s, due
The minister said the govern- to inadequate funding, it
ment is committed to cleaning could not gain pace —
the entire length of the Ganga. between 1985 and 2014,
However, he indicated that it less than Rs 4,000 crore
may take longer than expected, was spent. In 2014, the
saying that it took 30 years to Narendra Modi govern-
clean the river Rhine in ment launched Namami
Germany. Gange, a 100 per cent
The rafting and kayaking ex- Centrally funded
pedition will start from scheme, with an outlay
Devprayag on October 10 and of Rs 20,000 crore for
culminate at Ganga Sagar on five years.
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To rid Kali Bein of
pollutants, govt to
mcrease water flow

'

. The polluted Kali Bein in Sultanpur Lodhi. TRIBUNE PHOTO

IALANDHAR, 'OCTOBER 7

Tt

T With only a month to gofor the
550th Gurpurb celebrations
at Sultanpur Lodhi, dumping
of effluents continue into
theKahBemevenas1tread1es
to host lakhs of devotees.

Meanwhile, unable torid the

Bein of effluents at such a
short notice, the state govern-
ment isnow planning to adopt
other options. The flow of
water into the Bein shall be
increased from 250 cusecs to
400.cusecs apparently in a bid
to drain out polluted water
and sodium oxychloride ‘is
being put at the Kapurthala
STP to decrease the level of E-
coli and B-coli in the untreat-
ed water which is going out of
the STP and mixing into the
Kali Bein near the STP

Effluents from Bholath
sewage wastes, Bhalane Di
Colony and untreated water
from the Kapurthala sewage
treatment plant continue to
flow into the Bein. While the
issue has been highlighted
time and again by activists
and environmentalist Balbir
Singh Seechewal, the admin-
istration has not been able to
control the effluent flow.

DPS Kharbanda, DC,
Kapurthala, said, “’I'he quan-
tum of fresh water being
released into the Bein shall
soon be increased to 400

. cusecs. Until now it was 250

- cusecs. That will drain out

‘much of the polluted water.

The Kali' Bein will also be
cleaned of all water hyacinth
ahead of the 550th Parkash
Utsav celebrations. Addition-
ally, after my recent visit tothe
STP, we have also treated the
water with sodium oxychlo-
ride which will reduce the
extent of E-coli and B-coli in
the water. All steps are being
taken to ensure a clean Bein

- ahead of the celebrations.”

MILA Navtej Singh Cheema
said, “The release of 400
cusecs fresh water into the
Bein will significantly counter
the effects of the pollutants.
As far as industrial effluents
into the Bein are concerned,
treating them is a task which

will take a longer time.

Presently, all steps are being
taken to ensure a cleaner Bein
for the celebrations.”
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PTI

BENGALURU, 7OCTOBER
eniorJD(S) leaderHD
Kumaraswamy on
Monday slammed the

BJP-led govemment m
Karnataka for its “failure” t
meet the expectations of

farmers, who lost their land

and livelihood in the floods.

Kumaraswamy specifically
mentioned the distressed
farmers of Chikkamagaluru
district, which saw the dev-
astating floods damaging
crops in huge swaths of land
and suicide by two farmers
who were unable to bear the
loss.

He flayed the Udupi-
Chikkamagaluru BJP MP
Shobha Karandlaje for not
standing with the peasants.

“Thousands of families
are in distress in Chikkama-

aluru due to floods. Farm-
ersare committingsuicide as
they were not getting any
relief from the government,”
Kumaraswamy tweeted. .

-The Chikkamagaluru MP

who should come in support

’

K'takagovt overfloodaid

of the farmers is missing from
the area, which shows her con-

.cernsfor farmers,” healleged.

Hitting back at the for-
mer Chief Minister, Karand-
laje said, “Kumaraswamy has
demonstrated what he is. If
he says that I don't know the

sufferings of farmersthenhe

must be knowing it well
because he grew rich by grow-
ing potatoes.”

Deccan Cronicle

The Economic Times (New Delhi)
[] Business Standard(New Delhi)
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[] Financial Express
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Defending the Centre, she.
said the Union government .

_has long term plans while

releasing funds. :
The central and state grants .

would be utilised in the best

possible manner, she told

' reporters in Mysuru.

‘Chikkamagaluru district
made headlines after two
farmers Chandre Gowda and
Channappa Gowda commit-
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ted suicide recently.

They were devastated after
the damage to their agricul-
tureland and cropsintherav-
aging flood last month as
well as in the last four to five
days.

. Following the news of the
death of the farmers,
Kumaraswamy had visited

_their houses on Sunday and
gave a cheque of Rs two lakh
to Chandre Gowda's family
and Rs one lakh to Chan-
nappa Gowda's family.

~Later speaking toreporters,

. Kumaraswamy alleged large
scale corruption was taking

place in the distribution of
relief money to the flood

. affected people.

“People told me that a
racket is operatmg, which
takesa 'cut' of Rs 3,000 to Rs
4,000 from Rs 10,000 given for

Jflood relief to the victims. .
These are onlyafewinstances. . -

. Such phenomenon is not

restricted to Mudigere. We

are hearing of similar com-
plaints from elsewhere,” he
claimed.

The former chief minister

1 0 8

jamyattacks

opined that the Central grant =)

of Rs 1,200 crore was final and
no other instalmentwould be
on the way.

Elaborating further,
Kumaraswamy said the Cen-

tre keeps aside Rs 35,000.

crore as contingency fund
for the entire country and it

~would notbe able to release

more than Rs 1,200 crore to
the State.

The Centre had released Rs
1,200 crore flood relief as
against the demand of Rs
35,000 crore by the State gov-

- ernment. Chief Minister B S

Yediyurappa had said that
this was only the first instal-
ment, while second instalment
was on the way.

However, Kumaraswamy
didnotseem to be convinced
with Yediyurappa's state-
ment. He said, “In the present
circumstances, I don't think
the Centre would release
more funds.”

The state should utilise
the available funds from its
own coffer, which he felt has
adequate reserves due to
good tax collection.
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Snowfall at Rohtang, over
150 vehicles stranded "8

The Rohtang Pass on the Manali—Leh highway wears a white mantle on Monday. pri

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MANDI, OCTOBER 7
Over 150 vehicles were
stranded on the Manali-Leh

highway near the Rohtang

Pass on Monday morning
after fresh snowfall in the
area. Hundreds of people,
including tourists, were left
stranded between Marhi and
Rohtang for hours, forcing
the Manali administration to
lead a rescue operation to
evacuate people,

It was early morning when
it suddenly started snowing at
the Rohtang Pass: and in near-
by areas. Within an hour the
region witnessed 30 cm of

snowfall. An HRTC bus on its .

way to Keylong from Manali
got stuck in snowfall at the
Rahninullah. The driver was
forced to take the bus carry-
ing 34 passengers back to
Manali. Manali Sub-Divi-
sional Magistrate Raman
Gharsanghi along with a
police force arrived there to
oversee rescue
stranded people. The SDM
said that rescuing stranded

of the,

people and vehicles was it
was a full-day exercise. Over
150 vehicles were stranded,
which were moved away with
the help of the police and the

. Border Roads Organisation.

“The movement of vehi-
cles between Manali and

Keylong has been restricted

for the next few days follow-

ing the fresh snowfall. Traf-
fic . movement

between
Manali and Keylong will be

restored as soon as the snow
is removed from the high-
way,” he added.

Meanwhile, following fresh
snowfall at the mighty
Rohtang Pass, residents of
Lahaul-Spiti have been cut off
from the rest of the state.
There were reports that the |
Kunzum Pass towards Spiti |
and the Baralacha La
towards Leh also received
considerable snowfall. ,;f
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-~ Sucharita Sen of

- University and oth-
- ers highlights that
- India’s peri-urban areas (the
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MUMBAI

| ne of the first acts of
the new central gov-
ernment was to estab-

lish a Jal Shakti ministry to

~ tackle India’s water crisis. As
the policy discourse around the

water crisis gathers momen-
tum, anew paper by

rely on treated water which
has, in turn, promoted the
commercialization of drinking
water.

Though treatment plants set
up to serve peri-urban resi-
dents receive subsidies, these
plants find it more lucrative to
cater to the rich urban resi-
dents who fetch them better
prices.

‘ ~ This creates a
“spatial outflow” of

Jawaharlal Nehru g waterto the core city
SNAP FACT .

and reduces the

outskirts of cities) could be the

most vulnerable.

Focusing on the peri-urban
areas of Hyderabad, Sen shows
how the concentration of

~ industries and infrastructure

development have caused
extensive pollution of the sur-
face and groundwater. This has

forced peri-urban residents to

water availability for
peri-urbanresidents. The spa-
tial outflow of water also
depletes the groundwater
table, reducing the water avail-
able for farmers, which has
contributed to a rapid decline
in agricultural land around
Hyderabad.
The survey reveals that to
address the lack of public water
provisioning in peri-urban spa-

daludog .la'g 0’ q

Why outskirts of cities need better water supply

PRADEEP GAUR/MINT

Commercialization of drinking water in India's peri-urban areas

has created water scarcity for local residents, shows a study.

ces in Hyderabad, gram pan-
chayats have entered into pub-
lic-private partnerships (PPPs)
with private water suppliers.
Theauthorsargue that while
PPP models can deliver water
moreregularly at fairer prices,
the inclusion of informal water
suppliers in drinking water
governance has diluted the
strength of existing regulations
established to protect over-ex-
traction and pollution. The

authors, therefore, argue that
India’s peri-urban areas need
robust publicinfrastructure to
deliver safe drinking water that
ensures availability and mini-
mises inequalities.

Also Read: Geographies of
Drinking Water (In)securities in
Peri-urban Hyderabad
(bit.by/2VmfPna)

Snap Fact features new and
interestingreads from the world
of research.
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At idol immersion sites, workers have
their hands full so Yamuna stays clean

£
‘3
SUKRITABARUAH J,t
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 8
HUNDREDS OF immersions
| later, the water in four ponds cre-
ated at Kalindi Kunj for immer-

sion of Durga idols was thickand .

murky with residue from the
idols on Tuesday evening. But
the Yamuna was, as a result, a lit-
tle cleaner.

Kalindi Kunj is one of the
venues for over 100 artificial
ponds created this puja season,
following the government’s pro-
hibition of immersion of idols in
the Yamuna. The scale of opera-
tion at this venue, conducted un-
der the South Delhi Durga Puja
committee, was massive, with
participants from various agen-
cies working in tandem to en-
sure it runs smoothly.

There were four artificial
ponds of different sizes at the
“venue to accommodate idols of
different sizes. While each was
five-feet deep, their length and
breadth varied — with the largest

Workers clean the artificial ponds at Kalindi Kunj. Tashi Tobgyal

being 70x60 feet and the small-
est being 32x35 feet.

Two cranes organised by the
puja committee lifted larger
idols from vehicles carrying
them and dipped them into the
ponds, while smaller idols were
lifted in by devotees themselves.
As the next batch of devotees ar-
rived, the larger idols were re-
moved by cranes while the
smaller ones pulled out by mu-

nicipal corporation workers and
kept close to the ponds.
According to Sannu Seth, one
of the 20 workers cleaning the
venue, they had been at work
since 8 am. Raking up residue at
the edge of the ponds, they
scooped it into garbage vehicles

‘waiting there.

According to M K Roy of the
committee, the clean-up at the
venue would beginin full swing

the next day.

“We have lost count of the
number of idols which have been
immersed here over the last two
days. Today itself, around 35 sets
of idols from proper pandals,
which we have been associated

- with over the years, have been

immersed. If we count those
from less organised parties and
from people’s homes, the num-
ber would cross a hundred just
for today. For both days, it would
exceed 200,” he said.

While many devotees re-

turned satisfied, some felt there:

was scope for improvement.
“The environment is not clean
enough for idol immersion...
The pond closest to our pandal
is in Gol Market but we were
asked to come here because
that was not deep enough for
our idol, I'm not sure how our
13-foot idol can be immersed
here either,” said Subhash
Mandal, whose group had
brought its idol from Pandara
Road. Till last year, they would
immerse it at Geeta Ghat.
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