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Cyclone ‘Bulbul’ likelys®
to move towards Bengal

“THE STATES /PN - OB lI- 2019 &

Early snow, rain throw normallife out of gear inmany part

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JARANILY 7 NOVEMBER

¢3

| PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
| KOLKATA,NOVEMBER 7

“Itisvery likely tomove initially *

| ACYCLONEoverthe BayofBengal  north-northwestwardsfornext12

islikely tointensifyintoa“veryse-  hoursandthennearly northwards

| vere” cyclonicstormoverthenext  tillNovember 9morningandthen

twodaysand settohead towards ~ re-curve northeastwards towards

‘ the West Bengal and Bangladesh  Bangladesh and adjoining West
coasts, skirting Odisha, the Met  Bengal coasts,” Das said.

|| department said on Thursday. The maximum sustained

Cyclone ‘Bulbul’, which lay
around 930 km south-southeast

by Saturday evening”, leading to

| rough sea conditions, Regional

Met Director G K Das said.
Fishermen have beenadvised

toreturn to the coast by Thursday
evening and not venture into
the seas.

windspeed within and around
the area of cyclone ‘Bulbul’ had

‘} of Kolkata, “mightturnintoase-  beenrecordedat70to80km per
vere cyclonic storm by Thursday  hour, with gusts up to 90 kmph.
| midnight and further intensify IMD Director General

intoavery severe cyclonicstorm  Mrutyunjay Mohapatra said the

cyclonic system was being mon-
itored to ascertain the direction
of the stormand the possiblelo-
cation of its landfall.

f«-f@’y 5

sof Ladakh, J&K T

numbers for the information
of the general public requir-

effective handling of traffic
situation and movementinthe |

ing assistance in view of the  city. The DC said all the line-
Early snowfall and heavyrain prevalent weather situation departments haveestablished |
on Thursday threw normal in the district. control rooms for the conve-
life out of gear in the UTs of Deputy Commissioner nience of general public and |
Ladakh and Jammuand Kash- Shahid Igbal Choudharysaid ~ all of them are under strict|
mir. The temperature has that response mechanism to  instructions to deploy ade-
dipped drastically due to the dealwith thesituationhaving ~ quatemenand machineryon:

| sudden changein earlyNovem- arisen from the inclement the ground and workin close

ber. The touristdestination of
Gulmarg recorded highest

weather situation in the dis-

coordination amongst them-

| trict has been fully activated ~ selves. 23 snowplows have

| snowfall-of 4 ft till this after- andthatalllinedepartments. been deployed in ongoing

noon. He said the concerned effortstocleartheroadsofsnow.
The 300 kmslongJammu- departments are under strict The Srinagar Municipal |
-Srinagar highwaywas closed instructions to ensure swift Corporation (SMC) is also |
for vehicular traffic due to snow-clearance and dewa- involved in snow-clearance |
snow and landslides. tering of all roads and lanes  operationonallmainroads.it
Hundreds of vehicles and ¥4 especially those leading to ~ was also informed that all of |

appleladen truckswere strand- :

important installations like

80 de-watering stations of

edon thehighwayandtheVal-  Jammu is also closed due to  thunderstormssinceWednes- ~ beenreportedacrossKashmir.  gam Ainches, JawaharTunnel  hospitals andreceivingstations ~ SMC and 12 of UEED and 21
ley. The Moughal Road thatis  snow since yesterday. day night. Electric supply has Srinagar has recorded 4.5  7inches andGurez 1 5feet,J’K  andthattheTrafficdepartment ~ mobile pumping stations of
the alternate road route to The plains of Jammuwere  been hit due to bad weather. ~ inches snowfall till the after-  policesaid. The Srinagaradmin-  has been directed to ensure  SMCare operationalin the Sri-
} Kashmir through Rajouri in experiencing heavy rain and  Police said that snowfall has noon.Sonmarg8inches, Pahal-  istration has issued helpline maximum deployment for nagar city.
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Minimum Temperature Likely To Drop To 14°C By Sunday After a day’s respite,

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: There was light
rain in several parts of the capi-
tal on Thursday, leading to a
maximum temperature of 23.4
degreesCelsiusthat wassixdeg-

| rees below normal for this time

of the year. At18.2degrees Celsi-
us, the minimum was, however,
four notches abovenormal.

The India Meteorological
Department says Delhi is lik-
ely to see a spell of shallow-to-

| moderatefogon Friday, whilea
drop in the minimum tempera-

| tureisexpected after 48 hours.

“Delhi is currently seeing
easterly winds, but cold north-
westerly winds will start blo-

| wingagain after 48 hours. This

will bring the minimum tem-
perature down to 14 degrees by
Sunday;” said Kuldeep Srivas-
tava, an IMD scientist.
According to the regional
meteorological centre in Delhi,
the Safdarjung observatory —
considered the base for Delhi’s
weather —recorded 0.8mm ra-
infall till 5.30pm, while Lodhi
Road, Ridge and Ayanagar re-
ceived 0.7,0.6 and 2mm, respec-

tively. Palam recorded the hig-

hestrainfall in Delhi at 3.4mm.
The relative humidity oscilla-
ted between 64% and 87% in
the past 24 hours.

Wind speed is likely to pick

#)
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Rain lowers mercury, brings haze back

Anindya Chattopadhya

WEATHER CAN'T MASK THE THREAT: Wind speed is likely to pick up
from Friday afternoon, which may help disperse pollutants for now

up from Friday afternoon tou-
ching 20-25km/hour, which
will help in dispersal of pollu-
tants, said Srivastava. “Wind
speed has again fallen to aro-
und 8-10km/hour, which ma-
kes things static. The relative
humidity is also high, causing
a further spike in air pollu-
tion,” headded.

While the minimum tem-
perature at Safdarjung was18.2
degrees Celsius, other stations
recorded an even lower mini-

mum temperature due to the

rain. Whileitfellto14.2degrees
Celsius at Ayanagar, the Lodhi
Road station recorded the mi-
nimum at16.4.

TheMetdepartmenthadfo-

recast the Thursday rain, ci-

ting an active western distur- -

bance. According to IMD, the
entire northern plain was in-
fluenced by it and the interac-
tion of Cyclone Maha that wea-
kened over the past 24 hours.
“We havealso recorded a consi-
derable drop in temperature
and snowfall in the higher
parts,” said an official.

- The forecast for Friday
showsapossibility of drizzlein
some parts with moderate-to-
shallow fog in the early hours.
“Themaximum and minimum
temperatures will bearound 28
and 16 degrees Celsius,” said
theofficial.

air very poor again

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Despite a spell of
morningrain, Delhi’s air qual-
ity deteriorated to ‘very poor’
on Thursday with an Air
Quality Index (AQI) of 309 re-
ported by Central Pollution
Control Board. At 214, AQI was
thecleanest sincemid-October
on Wednesday.

LET DELH BREATHE
PLEDGE TO SUPPORT THE CAUSE
www.letourcitybreathe.com

The deterioration has pri-
marily been due to low wind
speeds and insufficient rain,
which raised the relative hu-
midity and trapped pollutants
in the air. “Little rain or only
drizzling in colder weather
turns counterproductive as
secondary particulate forma-
tion takes place,” said System
of Air Quality and Weather
Forecasting Research (SA-
FAR), a body under the Union
ministry of earth sciences.

Kuldeep Srivastava, scien-
tist at India Meteorological
Department, said the condi-
tion “will lead to shallow-to-
moderate fog on early Friday
and air quality could deterio-
rate further”. However, he
added, “The positive thing is
that wind speed is expected to
pick up from Friday afternoon
and can help in dispersal of
pollutants.”

Srivastava also pointed out
that the impact of stubble
burning was minimal on
Thursday as wind ‘direction
was easterly. SAFAR said that
though 3,534 active fire counts
were recorded in the past 24
hours, only about 3% of it con-
tributed to Delhi’s PM2.5 con-
centrations. “A further dete-
rioration to the higher end of
‘very poor’ categoryislikely by
Saturday after a change in the
wind direction to north-west-
erly,” itadded.

CPCB’s hourly PM2.5 aver-
age showed it had touched
247 micrograms per cubic
metre around 12pm, though
there was a slight drop
post-rain. The level at 9pm
was 177—three times the
safe standard.
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- SHEKHAWAT INAUGURATES

‘GANGA UTSAV2019'T0
CELEBRATE ITS DECLARATION
AS THE NATIONAL RIVER

By Mail Today Bureau in

New Delhi
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat,

minister; Jal Shakti inaugurated
the ‘Ganga Utsav- 2019° to
commemorate the declaration of
Ganga as the national river and
to strengthen public connect and
awareness in protecting our rivers
at the national stadium in Delhi. The
celebration Is also a tribute to the
vital role river Ganga, Yamuna and
other tributaries play in our lives.
This is being organised with GIZ
under Indo-German Development
Cooperation.

The myriad facets of this mystic
river were reflected in the diverse
interactive  activities. Cultural
performances by renowned
dancer Padma Bhushan ,Saroja
Vaidyanathan, shadow artist Vivek
Patil and children from H

~ School, Vasant Kunj were held in the
Ganga Utsav. Ganga Quiz, puzzies,
Ganga dialogues, screening of
movies on Ganga, rhine and danube,
collaborative painting by renowned
artist Manav Gupta and various
other activities were taken up in the
Utsav. The sforytelling baithak held
its audience enthralled with the
captivating musical folkiore tales
associated with the river Ganga.
The stall of Wildlife Institute of
india displayed created awareness
with its wide range of interactive
activities.
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Full capacity: The Somasila reservoir in Nellore district of
Andhra Pradesh is brimming with water. =«. RAVJKUMAY

Chennai can bank

on A.P. for water

Nellore reservoirs have good storage

S. MURALI
NELLORE
Chennai city, which grap-
pled with severe drinking
water shortage, can be as-
sured of its full quota of
Krishna water from Andhra
Pradesh this season, as ma-
jor reservoirs in Nellore dis-
trict have comfortable
storage. 3

The Kandaleru reservoir,
which augments drinking
water supply to the metro-
polis, has built up a healthy
storage of over 40.82 tmcft
water with the Krishna in
‘spate in several spells.

““There will be no hitch in
ensuring Chennai’s quota of
12 tmcft water in two spells
ahead of the 2020 summer,”

said sources in the Telugu

Ganga project.
- Cities and towns depen-

cluding 74.62 tmcft in Soma-
sila, which gets replenish-
ment from the Kundu and
the Krishna rivers, said Nel-
lore Circle Superintending
Engineer. 5

“We will have no problem
in ensuring water to grow
two crops under the Penna,
Somasila, Kandaleru irriga-
tion systems,” he told The
Hindu.

With the release of more
than 1 tmcft each day from
the Somasila to the Kandele-
ru. reservoirs, the latter
could be expected to reach
surplus in a month or so, he
said.

The discharge from Kan-
daleru, . which still had a
flood cushion of 27.21 tmcft,
was maintained at 3,566 cu-
secs of water.

dent on the reservoirs in Farmers happy

Nellore district for drinking Farm activity picked up
water supply, which includ-  briskly in 8 lakh acres in the
ed Nellore and Tirupati, Sri-  district after a long gap.
kalahasti, Venkatagiri and The farmers are a happier

Kavali, will have no problem
in ensuring the precious li-

quid, as the Sornasila reser- ing summer.
voir, which replenishes wa- The district, which was in
ter to Kandaleru, is now full  the grip of drought last year,
to its capacity. is all set to receive fresh

: downpour in the wake of a
Combined storage new weather system deve- '
The district has a combined loping in the Bay of Bengal

this week.

storage of 119.56 tmcft in-

lot as they will also be able
to go for a second crop dur-
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Yamuna panel asks DPCC tosubmitreport

on foaming Yamuna during Chhath Puja &%

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA |
NEW DELHL 7 NOVEMBER

Days after pictures of Chhath
Puja devotees standing knee-
deep in froth-spewing Yamu-
na emerged, the NGT-
appointed Yamuna Moni-
toring Panel asked the Delhi
Pollution Control Commit-
tee to find the reason for such
discharge in the river and
‘submit a report.

In a letter to DPCC, the
monitoring panel said the
shocking pictures have got
extensive media coverage
and have gone viral on Twit-

ter with “very damaging

comments” on the toxicity
in the river. ,

“The exact location is
not clear and obviously, if it
isin Delhi, the enforcement
action by the Commission-

er (Industries) and the DPCC.

has been lax,” it said.

The panel asked the pol-

lution control committee

be filed by the CPCB before
the next date by e-mail.

The NGT directed Haryana
government to shorten the
period of inspection and said
the period of mandatory
inspections in highly pollut-
ing 17 Category would be

three months, Red Category

in six months, Orange Cate-
gory in a year and green cat-
egory in two years.

“This will not dispense
with inspections wherever
situations so requitein the wis-

dom of the Board and envi-

‘ronmental exigencies. The

conditions for grant/ renew-

al of consents maybeplaced

in public domain consistent
with the spirit of Section 25(6)
of the Water Act and corre-

sponding provision of the Air

to identify the location, the
reason for such discharge
into the river and submit a

_report.

“From the picture, it does
appear to be around con-
firming or non-conforming
industrial areas... Neces-
sary action to close down
industries that are creating
such environmental haz-

Act.

“These timelines and other
changes may be followed by
the CPCB for other States
under Section 18 of theWater
(Prevention and Control of Pol-
lution) Act, 1974/Air (Pre-
vention and Control of Pol-
lution) Act, 1981 unless there
are reasons for exception for
any particular State,” the
bench said.

Italso directed the Haryana
chief secretary to ensure reme-

dial action against the defi- .

ciencies pointed out in the
report of the CPCB especial-
ly with regard to fluoride in
ground water which requires
making potable water avail-
able to the concerned inhab-
itants in a time bound man-

ardsneeds to be taken,” the
committee directed.

The pictures showed
women standing knee-deep
in foaming, polluted Yamu-
naasthey offered prayers to
the rising sun on Chhath Puja
on Sunday.

The devotees, however,
did not geta full view of the
sun due to a thick smog.

_came during the hearing ofa
plea filed by Shailesh Singh
seeking a direction to close
industrial units running with-
out the requisite statutory
consent under Water (Pre-
vention and Control of Pol-
lution) Act, 1974 and Air (Pre-
vention and Control of Pol-
lution) Act, 1981.

Alleging that theseindus-
tries were causing water pol-
lution, the plea hasalso sought
a direction to restrain them
from dumping untreated efflu-
ent in fields. ]

| Citing a news article, it

 said groundwater in most of

the areas in 11 districts of
southern and western Haryana
is unfit for consumption due
to salinity of high concentra-

ner.The tri%&l of nitrate or fluoride.

Oooooooag
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Closure of ‘pollutmg dlstllleryo rdered

Consent underwater Act to be revoked power con nectron snapped

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

PATIALA, NOVEMBER 7
The Punjab Pollution Control
Board (PPCB), on the direc-
tions of National Green Tri-
bunal (NGT), has ordered the
closure of a distillery and col-
lection of Rs 1-crore compen-
sation from Piccadilly Sugar
and Allied Industries Limit-
ed after it was found causing
environment pollution.

The NGT had reportedly

- found the unit releasing stag-
nated spent wash into fields

and contaminating ground
water. The tribunal also
directed Deputy Commis-
sioner Kumar Amit to form a
panel to undertake digging
in areas where contaminated
effluents were dumped by
the wunit . authorities, as

¥1-CR FINE IMPOSED

The distillery will have to pay
a compensation of ¥1 crore
The amount so collected will
be used for the rejuvenation
of environment

claimed by villagers.

The NGT also directed the
pollution control board to
revoke consent granted to
the distillery under the water
Act, besides ordering the
power utility to snap connec-
tion to the unit.

The amount collected as
compensation from the unit
should be utilised for rejuve-
nating the environment, it
said. An NGT team, also
comprising officials of the
PPCB, ministries of environ-
ment and forest and:
Haryana State Pollution
Control Board (HSPCB), had
visited the area after receiv-
ing complaints from resi-
dents of nearby villages. The
distillery ‘was found dis-
charging toxic effluents in
an area of 50-60 acres.
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WSE Directorate, CWC documented following news Lenyletter/article/editorial published
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