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River link
no one needs

Ken-Betwa project is based on a faulty premise,
has not cleared legal challenges and
will damage Bundelkhand
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HIMANSHU THAKKAR

THE PEOPLE of Bundelkhand certainly need
better water access and management. But
the Ken-Betwa Link Project (KBLP), esti-
mated at a cost of Rs 38,000 crore, is not the
solution. The project will, on the contrary,
lead to huge adverse impacts in the region.

The Supreme Court-appointed Central
Empowered Committee (CEC), in a most
remarkable report of August 30, 2019, had
raised fundamental questions not only on
the appropriateness of the wildlife clear-
ance given to the project, but also the via-
bility, optimality and desirability of the
project. It estimates that the KBLP will lead
to a loss of “10,500 hectares of wildlife
habitat” in the Panna Tiger Reserve. The
project developers are yet to provide a de-
tailed response to the report and the court
is yet to hear the matter.

The detailed project report of KBLP pre-
pared by the project proponent National
Water Development Agency (NWDA) says:
“The main objective of the Ken-Betwa link
project is to make available water to water-
deficit areas of the upper Betwa basin... ”
However, the upper Betwa region is outside
the Bundelkhand and has higher rainfall than
the region. Most areas of Bundelkhand that
have been promised water are already be-
ing supplied by existing projects. There is a
great scope for improving the water avail-
ability in Bundelkhand from existing re-
sources and projects, which canbe achieved
faster and much cheaper. Both the forest ad-
visory committee (FAC) and the CEC con-
clude that the NWDA has not examined the
alternatives to the project.

The Panna district, one of the least irri-
gated areas of Madhya Pradesh, will, on the
other hand, suffer maximum destruction,
while getting very little benefit from the proj-
ect. Downstream, Uttar Pradesh’s Banda dis-
trict too stands to suffer adverse impacts that
have been flagged by state officials.

The project is based on the premise that
the Ken, the smaller of the two rivers, has sur-
plus water. But the hydrological data that is
claimed to support that premise is not in
public domain, and has never been put to
scrutiny by any independent credible agency.
In this context, the FAC made a suggestion
that has never beenimplemented: “Ateam
ofindependent experts on surface water hy-
drology, drawn from leading scientific insti-
tutions, should have been requested to ex-
amine the hydrological aspects of the
Ken-Betwa river link”.

The CECreport raises the question about
the neglected water needs of the Upper Ken
basin, a tribal area which this projectislikely
to keep permanently backward.

Ineffect, the Ken basin and Bundelkhand
are being asked to pay the price for past blun-

dersinoverdesigning the lower Betwa proj-
ects. “This faulty planning in development
of irrigation facilities in the lower Betwa
basinat the cost of Upper Betwabasinis pro-
posed to be now rectified by substitution of
water from Ken,” the CEC report says.

Moreover, the KBLP does not have the fi-
nal forest clearance, and its wildlife clearance
has been opposed by the SC-empowered
CEC. A challenge to its environment clear-
ance is pending before the National Green
Tribunal. The Prime Minister endorsed the
project on March 22, when the UP and MP
Chief Ministers signed a second MoU on the
project, almost 16 years after the first MoU.
Should the Prime Minister be endorsing a
project that does not have all the statutory
clearances, whenalegal challenge toits avail-
able clearances is pending before various ju-
dicial bodies?

The CEC report’s findings on the impact
of the KBLP is at odds with the shoddy
Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) of the
project, based on which it was given envi-
ronment clearance in August 2017 Even the
forest advisory committee has noted the fac-
tual errors and inadequacies in the EIA-EMP.

The recommendation of environmental
clearance for the project by the Expert
Appraisal Committee (EAC) of the MoEF in
December 2016 was an exercise in manipu-
lation. The EAC for river valley projects, in its
five earlier meetings till August 2016 where
this project was discussed, had raised a num-
ber of questions. But the MoEF reconstituted
the EAC and the new committee, in its very
first meeting, cleared the KBLP without re-
solving the issues raised in earlier meetings.

The Stage forest clearance from May 27,
2017 isbased on a number of conditions that
will require fundamental restructuring of the
current project, including change in project
costs, benefits and impacts and hence will
require a fresh appraisal. Such conditionsin-
clude the stipulation that the proposed 78
MW powerhouse shall not be constructed
in the forest area. In the lean season, theen-
tire inflow to the proposed reservoir will be
released for the downstream river and flow
inthe downstream river willbe maintained
throughout the year till Ken river reaches
Yamuna river, and no building material is to
be taken from the forest area.

The minutes of the Forest Advisory
Committee meeting held on March 30,2017
notes: “The construction of the dam in site
within Panna Tiger Reserve is not the best
possible option... the total project cost has
not included the cost of ecosystem services
lost due to the diversion of forest. .. If the cost
of ecosystem serviceslost is considered than
the benefit/cost ratio will be very less, mak-
ing the project economically unviable.”

The FACconcludes: “Inanideal situation,
it would have been better to avoid KBLCP...
Certainly it will not be in the interest of
wildlife and the overall well-being of the so-
ciety in the long term.”

There has been compromised decision
making at every step of the project. Why
then does the government push for it?

The writer is with South Asia Network on
Dams, Rivers and People



STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

The State government has
accorded administrative
sanction for Rs 853 crore to
strengthen and remodel the
existing storm water drains
and for the construction of
sutplus weirs in different
lakes in the GHMC and
neighbouring municipalities
and municipal corporations.
The move, which comes
in the aftermath of October
2020 floods, is aimed at pre-
venting inundation of low-
lying areas and to mitigate
damages suffered due to
rains. The government is-
sued orders directing offi-
cials to execute the works.
The sudden spell of heavy
rains in October last for
over a week had caused in-
tensive flooding of many
low-lying areas, affecting
40,000 families living in dif-
ferent localities of the city.
This was attributed to the
deficiencies in the existing
Storm Water Drainage sys-
tem and encroachment of
lands that prevents the nat-
utal flow of watet. To pre-
vent such damage, a revamp
of drainage system was
needed considering the ex-
ponential expansion of the
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|: Major Overhaul :|

Rs 853 crore works to
make Hyd flood-proof

Storm water drains to be revamped in GHMC, neighbouring urban local bodies

Secunderabad zone
LB Nagar zone
Khairatabad zone
Charminar zone

Kukatpally zone

city in recent decades. To-
wards this, the government
established a Strategic Nala
Development Programme
(SNDP), a dedicated project
wing in Hyderabad to plan,
develop and maintain com-
prehensive storm water
drainage and nala system.
Post the October floods,
all the six zones in the
GHMC and the neighbour-
ing municipalities and mu-
nicipal corporations were
instructed to submit details
of damages, and remedial
measures, both short and
long term, were planned to
mitigate damages and en-
sure free flow of water,
After studying the exist-
ing nala and storm water
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drainage system, SNDP

identified various critical
narrow points, encroach-
ments on nalas, trunk mains,
and feeder nalas and sub-
mitted a report to the gov-
ernment. The SNDP recom-
mended different works in
petripheral ULBs as well.

Following this, the gov-
ernment accorded adminis-
trative sanction for Rs 833
crore for the improvement
of Storm Water Drainage
System in Hyderabad Urban
Agglomeration including
the development of surplus
weirs, lakes and water bod-
ies under the SNDP,

These works will be exe-
cuted in 15 different pack-
ages to expedite the work.

OFFICIALS
SAID TENDERS
WOULD BE
FLOATED
SHORTLY
FOR TAKING
UP WORKS,
WHICH WILL BE
EXECUTED IN

15

packages

Nizampet Municipal
Corporation

HUSSAIN SAGARTO
HAVE 8 CREST GATES

HYDERABAD: Hussain
Sagar will soon have eight
gates to facilitate the dis-
charge of water down-
stream during heavy in-
flows, besides a six-lane
120-m bridge on Tank Bund
(from the arch on Tank
Bund near Marriot Hotel to-
wards Ranigunj) to facili-
tate the free flow of traffic.
At present, Hussain

Sagar only has vents and
water flows downstream
from these vents automati-
cally after reaching the
Full Tank Level (FTL) of
513. A1 metres.

(SEE PAGE 2)
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Water war:

Hry blames

Delhi for ammonia spike

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, APRIL 7

The Haryana Government
told the Supreme Court that
the Delhi Government was
trying to conceal its water
management failure by hold-
ing it responsible for the
increased ammonia levels in
the potable water supplied to
the national capital.

In an affidavit filed in
response to the Delhi Jal
Board’s plea, the Haryana
Government said Delhi was
responsible for the increased
ammonia levels in the drink-
ing water supplied to its resi-

dents as the Wazirabad Water
Treatment Plant had not
been upgraded.

Haryana contended that
the Central Pollution Control
Board had examined the
water of Yamuna on January
13, 2021, and it was found
that the ammonia levels rose
sharply from Delhi contact
point at Palla to Wazirabad.

This was due to unautho-
rised discharges between
Palla and Wazirabad, and
sediment deposition in
Wazirabad Pond. Therefore,
it is up to the Delhi Jal Board
to control pollution at these

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Waterwar

points, Haryana submitted.

As per Environmental Pro-
tection Rules, 1986, permissi-
ble limit of ammonia in
inland surface water is 50
PPM (mg/l) and as per the
WHO, permissible limit of
ammonia in drinking water is
1.5 PPM (mg/l). Drinking
water can have the ammonia
level up to 1.5 PPML
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Cleaning of Yamuna: DPCCissues
show-causenoticesto 13 CETPs

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 7 APRIL

The Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) hasissued
show-cause notices to 13 com-
mon effluent treatment plants
(CETPs) for imposing a total
environmental compensation
of Rs 12.05 crore on them.
These plants have not been
found to be complying with the
prescribed effluentstandards
evenafterrepeated directions
being given by the DPCC.
The Delhi governmenthas
found out that these plants are
either non-functional or not
functioning properly. As a
result, the Yamuna is getting
massively polluted. However,
the Delhi government claims
thatitis committed to making
the Yamuna pollution-free by

2023.

According to an official
statement, a total of13 efflu-
ent treatment plants are in
operationin Delhiwith a total
capacity of 212.3 MLD. The
places where these are locat-
edinclude Wazirpur, Mayapuri,
Bawana, Narela, Okhla, Man-
golpuri, Nangloi, Badli, Jhilmil,
Lawrence Road and Naraina,
covering 17 industrial areasin
Delhi.

As per the Delhi CETP Act,
2000, the Commissioner of
Industries is the authority for
regulation ofthe CETPsin the
national capital. Accordingto
the provisions of the CETP
Act, CETP societieshave been
formed for the operation and
maintenance of CETPsin Delhi.
These societies are fullyrespon-
sible for the operation and

maintenance of the CETPs
and collecting charges from
individual units as per the for-
mulagivenin the CETP Rules,
the statement said.

The CETPsocieties are sup-
posed to adhere to the envi-
ronmental laws and run the
CETPs as per the prescribed
environmental laws.

According to the Analysis
Reports of the DPCC, the
CETPs not found to

be complying with the pre-
scribed effluent standards
even after repeated directions
by the DPCCwere issued show-
causenotices on 5 April, impos-
ingatotal environmental com-
pensation of Rs12.05 crore
based on the monthly analy-
sisreports of DPCC laborato-
ries since February 2020, the
statement added.




File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Dainik Jagran 08-April-2021

HeTd @ foTT T2 ORI : 99 U Uall 31N U
70 nmqammfﬁqmé\wmmmﬂmmmm

el & fog "SRl TeR
SINRUL &5 W IR H W 0
e YRE0T I T 8 e
QI 3R TRl ST 2 |
B I Wi W &9 & e
3 TRV & | IR Y % et
foret a@rge ® 70 AT G
dreiral o) Jf amesfefpdner
R 3iveifes fosam s | uger

: : it Tel ¥R & fore e w1

5 & T B 5T W & e St

Wﬂfaﬁlﬂmmﬁmfiﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁ Ry T ey [ S |

=R it A ol 2 A %1 R H 2006 W v wwem T wifte &1 5= dana & faw

n F R man a3 o wd F g8 wfaw w14 femierR 2020 @0 RS

SRR WACT % WY W e A 2300 Siereltd W e Aot 1 o, fA wsier

L HAE JE A 2| Ty, e omd uftr o S A W A el wem U E & 1 wafa

T g We: U | SRR U Wil B e e L1 o R A

Iifeeel & TWEASK TASEr A 4g o ufibar: Wi s F mﬂa@ﬂé%i

3115 wifit o == % g welt 70 dreis s e T g,

T ORI el g o oTTel 7T o 8 hidmehed

T O RIS S & e o s ) e S e

U 91 zwF weEAS FwUET

14 Al F UE-UE ders




File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Dainik Jagran 08-April-2021

STCTYrIT ol SN GRS & forg

wioftar g « o et .

el | v ¥ wwa & gar & m

e H few # oo @ | 0 it A adrn i deets fir ot smemon e ol a3
STl ) Wid w0 & e | R gy uR o 1g & (aei o Sremaal & wieen ¥ e

a7e fowell SR 3 @l A | S O e form e | dei s v e of 381 | 3 e ot
tﬂm:mmwg darn fe feceh avew A av 2022 @ A 2ol 3 155 Sfemeril
sl SIRes @l I Yl e o1 ote & | 5t ee ot mft & fere s o
fr e 3w forn | o o g gl 2 Sile a1 v R o Ve § | 3ifferd) & e
deets i & & fera 30 9 3ifktres 3ie 31 b & | 3ndl ale ol
e 3 &t T E | [

A s ¥ O T ol ok S T AeR A
T 1 wrow off @9 iR A TR F) weg w e

decte st 1 w99 & uE &
fo, 2 &% oE ue § IEE
dmrer F1 wdien 2ol e
Feere firs ) et R ARy
1 wiftfin =@t fear smam ) 98
& QUi Terdfen 8| deets
fir % decle Fodym dE
HsTie T 2017 & 8d F1Y

A ST F W

FAl
‘ :g,.m:nmmmw

{ A, afenw wem




File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Dainik Jagran 08-April-2021

Y THEE w1 afigfd % fg
12,05 &g A & Fakn
Al #1 aere, S
T g fig eE &
aeepE WEEd F T A
& Teliferh Tl rI T

U afts SRt F saan
fih qErER anfes FeEm
% g W 2023 T IHA A
W M F A Fmer
I R T @ §) s
A garn B S 3 st
¥ uran & feeel & 13 dided
% Q wm T R g, S
% 71 & 9 Yo ot s
1 AW 99 @ F| Sdreih

e e B
sfeaardt % s f e
¥ 2123 wyuwst (fuferam
diet Belt) ﬂ%amar F 13
WEAR e ¥ Sy,

S,  oirmen,  Hergd,
AT, e, e,
g 3 AREen ¥ 13 S
&1 Fmfor 17 slefies a6 |
e a1 Saire Sid @)
gitfre e & fora fopem e @)
1 | 11 digd = e
Heifad WErRET 710 fdE s
@1 & | e i war dEdid
F oHeeE duad et
afit s §m Faerde #




v

efdaifdt oo, s feort

fewelt % et srfde Ferdar
¥ 2023 T T F WE FH &
T I QT A o feu et wewor
freor wfafa (Srfded) 9 13
et (1 e dede wie)
I e ST foFan 2 | warferor it gu
THFaA #t sfadfd % feg 12,05
FUg 04 F FAA o 2
i grr awm frew feu o
o ot @S wr T A #

7# urar e femedt T A
i & v & ok it dres &
T e &1 forel ate A A 43
T W wefia @ ) di F
e o faooll TR 2023 °F
T H TG G A F o
e 21

foeell TFR T FENEF R 7% TGN F P T F WA H A T 2| e 9 A

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Haribhoomi 08-April-2021

d[GN o die ollet di deeiet alol UE fewett UguUT foreisinn Hfdfd & i drfars

13 dledic wiic @I sfed et de manmzm’rs'@laxfﬂwqam

ECHER TGl
JIPN 2023 b
THAI Y gl
ufas &

eiisdidt &
Ll

aﬁﬂﬁzuawﬁaﬂma‘:mﬂgﬂmﬁglaﬁﬂgm aaﬁna?w TG,
i, ST, , aifawt, T, figefie, aRE IS 3 R # 13 i @ o 17
Slrelifars 4 3 oot ac Jufsne oict i eiféra awal & fore fasan arn 81 5e 3 1 e
& FTcol Jefti JARICT g [ off 381 &1 sReT 3R Saen Jeciul o Jdicier Uigor faeei
3R Eamen 6 Saeadc @ iR A fivn o 78 &1 58 Sesmardsit @t 3ie & cemn arm &)

73 TR W FE S | I

anfde Foliarer % A9 | 2023 WHR A 1 foon f AR w0 A owd F s s d s wammemensdl # wifes favero

mamm$wmmmmm3mmm
eftsferde A a1 A & Ui oEl s 5 & 05 et 2021 &
THRUI TN FifcH SR fave 3R S trisenen @i RUic o1 theat 2020 &
&1 3 A e fosn arm| foreds amuR & afaevita &fogfd & fea 1208
uﬁrsaﬂaﬂgaﬁfmmal

Mmmmﬁmﬁﬂ?ﬁﬂm&mmmaﬁﬁ
Tl @ i SeieT IR b U 2| i o 3 o faeet at

%maﬁvwﬁﬁ@ﬁﬂ%ﬁmmhmem

At et gers Aeetal S TEREE ¥ e @ aes 3 R &) 5

FeTar e for &

e sae A

YT T Dol D

foraiaR] & | wafeRo 3 SIS Sieell b1 Uiciol dwiol 3l HiEeid! Jraric! i
fordiart &1 el 1 Juds e @i fomdae oft A Jramet & o 21

fi & R W 9T F I
12.05 FIg T a0 iyl &
A w3 T Afew i faw
et & e et e Siet
vifq # § i HEeaqul

At framd ) wfmﬁwﬁﬂ

U B T S s =)

ST F T | GEA ) an-
T fau mu e = arer =@ fr
T 2, T% FR0 FEl FHARE F W

& 5% e ufaw § o geed ||

&F T TSR T |




