STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

Telangana has requested
Krishna River Management
Board (KRMB] to look into
the urgent needs of in-basin
areas of the State and take
initiative to undo the injus-
tice meted out to those
areas.

Tt also urged shifting of Ju-
rala project and its compo-
nents from Schedule-2 to
Schedule-3 of the gazette
notification. In a letter to the
Board chairman, Irrigation
and Command Area Devel-
opment (CAD) Engineer-in-
Chief (General) C Muralid-
har said that in Schedule-1
and 2 of the notification of
July 15, 2021, Nettempadu
Lift Irrigation Scheme
(NLIS} originating from Ju-
rala project was shown as
15,2 NLIS: pump house two
components and appur-
tenant works and 15.3 NLIS -
additional 34 tme: pump
house and appurtenant
works,

In fact, NLIS was not en-
hanced to utilise additional
3.4 tmc from original scope
of the project and 3.4 tme
water was earmarked by the
Telangana government to
commensurate with the ay-
acut envisaged by erstwhile
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment.

The same fact was already
clarified to KRMB several
times. Hence, the compo-
nent number 153 tmc may
be deleted from the Sched-
uleland 2,
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TS seeks justice for
in-basin areas

Urges KRMB to shift Jurala project from Schedule 2 to 3 of gazette notification

Jurala project components lie entirely within Telangana and serve only the State area without
any common territory with Andhra Pradesh.

Further, Jurala project
components were placed in
the Schedule-2 of the notifi-
cation, In fact, the project
and all components related
to it lie entirely within
Telangana and serve only
Telangana area without any
common territory with AP,

Telemetry has already
been implemented in all the
outlets from this project.
Hence, Jurala project com-
ponents were not required
to be kept under direct con-
trol of KRMB and this proj-
ect may be excluded from
Schedule-2list and included
in Schedule-3.

According to Muralidhar,
due to prolonged struggle
by farmers of Mahabubna-
gar and Rangareddy dis-
tricts, Bhima Lift Irrigation

Scheme was taken up with
reallocation of 20 tmc de-
pendable waters, This was
only an eyewash as large
areas on left side wete still
left out of irrigation facili-
ties.

Right side of Jurala bar-
rage was not given any real-
location, Though cutrently
the BLIS source of water
was from Krishna river, the
name Bhima was given to
the project because it serves
the areas of earlier Bhima
project.

The NLIS was to serve the
areas on right side of Jurala
barrage. From Jurala proj-
ect, the diverting capacity
was not more than 9,500
cusecs from its various
canals and lift irrigation
schemes, whereas the aver-

age inflows to this project
was 44,000 cusecs being re-
ceived during June and Qc-
tober for the period from
2008-2021 at this project.

Therefore, the abstrac-
tions from this project
would not have any bearing
cn the downstream utilisa-
tions, Telangana was plead-
ing for allocation of depend-
able waters to NLIS and
surplus waters to Koilkonda
Lift Irrigation Scheme and
Jurala flocd flow canal from
Jurala barrage before the
KWDT-II,

Even after implementing
all the ongoing schemes in
about 10 lakh acres in erst-
while Mahbubnagar district,
it would still be not having
any water for irrigation, he
added.
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State to move apex court against unwarned water release

Interlocutory application to seek stay on Tamil Nadu action at Mullaperiyar

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT unstable” Mullaperiyar, he
THIRUVANANTHAFURAM B SEJd

The State government wil ~[J The government had sca-
file an interlocutory applica- pegoated some officials for

tion (1) in the Supreme

the political decision. More-

Court to prevent Tamil Nadu over, Mr. Vijayan had lent
from releasing vast quanti- legitimacy to Tamil Nadu's
ties of water from the Mulla- argument against Kerala's
perivar dam at night, pur- demand for 4 new dam at
portedly without warning. Mullaperiyar. It had also in-
[rrigation Minister Roshy directly justified Tamil Na-
Augustine tweeted: “All pos- du's claim in the Supreme
sible attention with alacrity | Court to keep the reservoir
is being given to conduct of | 8 level at a *perilous” 152 feet,
Mullaperiyar SC case. Re-  omme MR W said the Opposifion leader
garding recent unilateral ac- - Demanding action: Congress MPs from Kerala staging a
tions of TN in repeatedly re-  protest on the Mullaperiyar dam issueat Parliament Housein ~ Without clearance
leasing huge quantity of  New Delhion Tuesday. w1 The government had permit-
water at night, new and spec- ted Tamil Nadu tofel treesin
ific 1A will be filed tomorrow  houses. Thousands were at ~ people who live in the sha-  the Periyar Tiger Reserve
(Wednesday) before SC seek-  their wit's end. Peaceful ~dow of the [26-year-old bar-  without necessary clearance
ing its urgent intervention sleep has eluded them for  rier that has outlasted its ife  from the Central govern-
(sic).” months. They live in a con-  spanby atleast 80years.  ment. Kerala did not insist
Earlier, Leader of the Op-  stant state of insecurity and that Tamil Nadu follow due
position V. D. Satheesan ac-  fear. Yet, Chief Minister Pina-  Interests sacrificed process, At a stroke, it had
cused the Left Democratic rayi Vijayan has not con-  Moreover, the government — contradicted the State’s posi-
Front (LDF) government of vened the Supreme Court-  appeared to have sacrificed  tion on felling trees near the
striking a strangely slothful  appointed supervisory over-  the State’s interests in the  baby dam in the apex court,
approach in the inter-State sight committee despite  Mullaperiyar dispute on the e said.
dispute, Tamil Nadu routine-  entreaties from the Opposi-  altar of political expediency. M. Satheesan pointed out
Iy opened the floodgates at  tion, he added. By covertly allowing the Ta-  that Mr. Augustine’s res
will without informing Kera- ~ Mr. Satheesan said the go-  mil Nadu government to fell ponse to the sitiation was
la. People downstreamofthe ~ vernment appeared steeped  trees and clear undergrowth  pathetic. “The  Minister
Mullaperiyar woke up regu-  infear. It was afraid to takea  to fortify the baby dam, Ker-  merely stated that the Mulla
larly to midnight flooding  decisive action to protect the ala jeopardised its case for a periyar situation was pain-
and sudden inundation of life and security of 40 lakh  new barrier at a “seismically  ful,” he added.
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Steady stream

Gushing out: Water being released from the Cheruthoni dam in Idukki district of Kerala on Tuesday after the water level rosein
the heavy rain in the catchment areas and the opening of shutters of the upstream Mullaperiyar dam. =speciaL ARRANGEMENT
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