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Fund crisis in
river boards

KRMB uncertain of paying employees’
salaries, GRMB running on reserve funds

D CHANDRA BHASKAR RAO
HYDERABAD

The cash-strapped Krishna
River Management Board
(KRMB) and the Godavari
River Management Board
(GRMB) are likely to face
gloomy prospects in the
new year.

With water sharing be-
tween the two Telugu States
of Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh turning more and
more ticklish year after
year, the river boards are ex-
pected to play a decisive
role in conflict resolution.
Being low on funds, the
tasks shouldered by the
board are likely to be
plagued by the serious
money worries they were
in for.

The KRMB, left with a
precarious balance sheet, is
uncertain of paying salaries
to its staff, while the GRMB
is supporting its activities
with reserve funds. Both are
on the verge of running dry
in terms of funds. It is diffi-
cult to expect funds to come
by in a day or two.

As aresult, the KRMB has
been forced to convene a
special meeting for an ur-
gent review of its finances as
the sole issue on its agenda.
The KRMB has scheduled
the meeting for January 12.
The GRMB will hold a simi-
lar meeting in the first week
of February to discuss its fi-
nances, among other issues.

The issue of fund crunch
impacting their operations
is likely to figure promi-
nently in the deliberations
at the meeting of the five
river management boards of
India — including the
KRMB and GRMB — to be
held in Delhi on January 9,
with Debashree Mukerjee,
Secretary, Department of
Water Resources, Ministry
of Jal Shakti, in chair.

Commenting on the
worsening financial situa-
tion of the river boards es-
tablished wunder Section
85(1) of the Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation Act 2014, a
senior officer said both
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Andhra Pradesh and Telan-
gana were not releasing
funds as agreed upon. Some
56 employees are in the fold
of the KRMB. They are un-
certain of receiving their
salaries for the current
month unless at least one of
the States comes to their
rescue.

Another 45 employees
and officials of the GRMB
are being paid from the re-
serve funds of the board and
they may last less than a
month or two. After failing
to evoke the desired re-
sponse from the govern-
ments of both States, they
plan to take up the issue
with the Jal Shakti Ministry.

Both the KRMB and
GRMB are autonomous
bodies under the adminis-
trative control of the Cen-
tral government. Under
Section 86(2) of the AP Re-
organisation Act, it has been
stipulated that the two suc-
cessor States should pro-
vide necessary funds to the
river boards to meet their
expenses.

Both the States con-
tributed Rs 45.63 crore to
the KRMB in the last 10
years as against Rs 45.45
crore it spent on its opera-
tions and salaries during the
period.

Both States were to pro-
vide the KRMB with Rs 11.75
crore each per annum to
meet its expenses. For the
2023-24 fiscal, while the
government of Telangana
was expected to contribute
Rs 1l 75 crore, AP has to pay
Rs 13.61 crore (including
dues) to the board. AP re-
leased only Rs 3.35 crore in
May 2023. Several letters
were addressed to both gov-
ernments. The KRMB is left
with a balance of just Rs 22
lakh, which would suffice to
pay its employees even for
January.

As for the Godavari
board, it is left with the min-
imum reserve fund to run its
show and this may not last
long, said an official. While
AP owed it Rs 9.43 crore,
Telangana has to clear dues
of Rs 4.77 crore.
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138 Pong Dam oustees fail to get
land transferred in their name

LaLit MoHAN

TRIBUNE NBW.S SERVICE

DHARAMSALA, JANUARY 7
Despite the recommenda-
tion of the Kangra district
administration, 138 landless

Pong Dam oustees are still

waiting for their homes to be
transferred in their names.
The district administration
had in 2021 recommended
that forest land on which the
houses of the 138 Pong Dam
oustees were located in
‘Dehra subdivision should be

Kangm setﬂement oﬂice rejects 100 clalms
~ ADMN’S RECOMMENDATION OF LITTLE HELP

® Kangra district administration had in 2021 rec e
- estland on which thelr houses were Iocahad in DEhra
subdmsmn shouicl betransferred-m-ﬁmr name

® its plea was that their houses a
estland under faulty revenue entri 1 i
when ermre eommn Iand m Ka gl _,__wasdeclared fcrest Iand
transferred in their name. -of Kangra on the plea that
The district administration  the houses. of these people
had made the recommenda-  were classified as forest land

tion to the settlement office
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138 Pong Dam oustees fail to get...

under “faulty ' revenue
entries” in 19805 when the
entire common land in Kan-
gra district was declared as
forest land. The administra-
tion had recommended that
the revenue entries should be
corrected and the ownership
rights of the houses of the 138
Pong Dam oustees should be
vested in their name,

Sources said the settlement
office at Kangra had rejected
100 claims and a decision was
yetto be taken on the remain-
ing 38 cases.

Kangra Deputy Commis-
sioner Nipun Jindal admitted
that the settlement office had
rejected the claims in 100 cas-
es referred to it for correction
of revenue records.

The Tribune first highlight-
ed the plight of the landless
Pong Dam oustees residingin
villages in Dehra subdivision.
Many of these oustees were
living even without power
and water connections as
they did not have any land in
their name. After the con-
struction of Pong Dam, their
houses got submerged in the

. Pong Dam lake, They were

not given any compensation
as they there was no land in
their name.

The villagers moved uphill
and settled on common land
in their own village. However,
in the 1980s, the common
land on which the villagers
had settled was converted
into forest land by the

Himachal Government. This
made these . villagers
encroachers on forest land.
They were bereft of all bene-
fits, including power and
water connections. After The
Tribune highlighted the
plight of the landless Pong
Dam oustees, power and
water connections were pro-
vided to them at Nandpur vil-
lage. The Deputy Commis-
sioner also initiated the
process of allotment of land
to landless oustees and fixed
December 31, 2021, as the
deadline for completing the
process. However, it has been

over 24 months since the

deadline expired but the
applicants have not got land
transferred in their name.
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