‘Irrigation Dept
Needs 30k Cr
Over Next 2 Yrs'

Koride.Mahesh
@timesgroup.com

Hyderabad: Owing to Fiscal
Responsibility and Budget
Management (FRBM) restric-
tions, Telangana government
has not been able to utilise the
loan amounts sanctioned by
the Rural Electrification Cor-
poration {REC)and the Power
Finance Corporation (PWC)
at a crucial time when some
Kaleshwaram works are still
to be completed.

The irrigation depart-
ment still needs about Rs
30,000 crore to complete the
pending works in next two yve-
ars, officials said.

Sources said Rs 12,000 cro-
re loan is lying with REC and
another Rs 3,000 crore with
PWC, While maximum loan
amount sanctioned by PWC
has been utilised by the go-
vernment, about 70% of REC
loan was withdrawn by the ir-
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FRBM curbs hinder loans
for Kaleshwaram project

rigation department.

“The government was hel-
pless due to the restrictions
imposed by the Centre like re-
vising the loan agreement in-
volving the Reserve Bank of
India. The state government
is managing with its own
funds,” a senior irrigation of
ficial told TOL

Officials said becauseof 1i-
mited resources, the works
are goingat a slow pace, Going
by the current pace of works,
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Kaleshwaram project is ex-
pected to be completed in all
aspects and packages in 2025.
Sources in the irrigation
department said apart from
distributary canal works, Ka-
leshwaram package works
Mallanna Sagar toSingurand
lift irrigation works of Sanga-
meshwara, Basaveshwara lift
irrigation project, works in
Nizamabad and Kamareddy
districts (package 20, 21 and
22) and some works in Nirmal

and Mudhole
completed.

The government took abo-
ut Rs 70,000 crore loans from
REC, PWC, banks and financi-
al institutions for both Ka-
leshwaram Lift Irrigation
Scheme (KLIS) and Palamu-
ru-Rangareddy Lift Irrigation
Scheme (PRLIS).

“The loans were taken
through the special purpose
vehicle Kaleshwaram Lift Ir-
rigation Corporation (KLIC).
The major component was for
Kaleshwaram and just Rs
10,000 crore for PRLIS,” a se-
nior official said. The revised
project cost is Rs 1.21 lakh cro-
re. The government so far
spent Rs 91,000 crore.

Chief minister K Chand-
rasekhar Rao isbelieved to ha-
ve assured the officials that
the government would provi-
de funds for both the major ir-
rigation projects.

Currently, the govern-
ment is focusing on PRLIS as
Kaleshwaram project main
works have been completed.
The CM has directed the irri-
gation officials to completed
PRLIS main works by Decem-
ber this year.

are yet to be
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WATER LEVEL UP IN CAUVERY BASIN

Mysuru: Evenasthe Cauvery
crisis looms large with Tamil
Nadu demanding water from
Karnataka, thereis good
news. Thewater levelsinthe
four reservoirsin Cauvery
basin, mainly Kabinidam, are
improving, thanks to copious
raininthe catchment areas.

Farmers and peopleinthe
regionare keepingtheir
fingers crossed that Kabini
won'tdisappointthem like
earlier,said TR Vidyasagar,
president of Karnataka Rajya
Raitha Sangha.

Onaccount of weak
monsoon, the water level at
Kabinicontinuestobe low.
The good newsisthatithas
beenraininginthe catchment
areas of Wayanad in Kerala.
The reservoir will be full even
if it rains for 3-4 consecutive
days, Vidyasagar said.

Atthe sametime, inflow
into KRS in Srirangapatna has
increased. Peoplelivingin

Inflow into Kabini dam was
16,218 cusecs on Friday at 6am

Cauvery catchmentareaare
also witnessing rainfall,
which has come as good news
for Mysuru, Mandya and
Bengaluru. Apart frombeing
dependent on the Cauvery for
irrigation, people alsorely on
it for drinking water.

Withthedelayin
monsoon, water level at the
reservoir had touched a low of
77.6fton June 25 compared to
106.6ft recorded onthe same
day last year. Now, with the
catchment areas receiving
rain, the level hasrisento
79.5ft. TN



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Business Standard- 08- July-2023

Hague court rejects India’s
objections over water treaty

The Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) in Hague rejected on
Thursday India's objections to a Pakistan-initiated procedure
overwater use inthe Indus Riverbasin, reopeninga procedure
that had been blocked for many years. India called the

arbitration proceedingillegal as a neutral expertwas also looking
attheissue and the World Bank-brokered treaty prohibits

parallel proceedings. PTI
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