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In view of monsoon delay, water managers keep their
fingers crossed on T.N. getting sufficient Cauvery inflows

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

With the Mettur dam, the
lifeline of the Cauvery del-
ta, getting ready for the
commencement of water
release for irrigation on the
customary date of June 12,
water managers are keep-
ing their fingers crossed
about Tamil Nadu getting
sufficient flows in the Cauv-
ery in the coming months.

There is a palpable
sense of anxiety among the
managers as the southwest
monsoon is yet to set in.
The monsoon already mis-
sed its onset date of June 4
over Kerala, though the In-
dia Meteorological Depart-
ment, while forecasting
the date last month, pro-

Copious flow

A look at Cauvery water realisation over the past five years
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vided a margin of four
days.

On Wednesday evening,
a senior official of the de-
partment said the onset

Source; l!entri‘l‘\\'ater‘(}om mi‘ssioﬂ
was “expected in 48
hours™.

In view of the impor-
tance of the monsoon for
the Cauvery catchment in

Karnataka and Kerala, the
water managers hope the
delayed monsoon would
not lead to any unpleasant
situation similar to what
the State had experienced
in the past.

Since 1991, there had
been 20 occasions when
Tamil Nadu's realisation
was below its share, as pre-
scribed by the Cauvery Wa-
ter Disputes Tribunal in its
interim (1991) and final
(2007) orders and by the
Supreme Court for the pe-
riod. It was another matter
that in some of those years,
when the water year was
over in May, the State re-
ceived a higher guantity
than the overall annual fi-
gure, the latest being in
2021-22.

As for the coverage in
the Cauvery delta under
the short-term Kuruvai sea-
son, it remains to be seen
whether the State would
continue its dream run of
2021 and 2022 or hold on
to its normal coverage of
3.2 lakh acres, The cover-
age was 4.9 lakh acres in
2021 and 5.36 lakh acres in
20232,

As on Wednesday morn-
ing, the Mettur dam’s wa-
ter level stood at 103.6 fi
(full level: 120 ft} with the
storage being 69.62 thou-
sand million cubic feet
(TMC) as against its capaci-
ty of 93.47 TMC. On the
corresponding  day  last
year, the water level was
114,75 ft and the storage
85.34 TMC.
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State urges A.P. to release
Krishna water till October

The five reservoirs that supply water to the city have a combined storage of 6.82 tmcft; if the

supply is continued till the northeast monsoon, Chennai can get about 5 tmcft of water

K. Lakshmi
CHENNAI

he Water Resources

Department (WRD)

has sought release
of the Krishna water to be
continued till October to
fill major reservoirs that
supply drinking water to
Chennai.

The five reservoirs, in-
cluding the Thervoy Kandi-
gai Kannankottai, have a
combined storage of 6.82
tmceft, which is 58% of the
capacity, as on Wednesday.

Officials said the availa-
ble resources in the lakes,
which contribute a major
share of the supply, would
last another six months.

“We have received 500
mcfi of Krishna water from
Andhra Pradesh since May
3. We have requested the
authorities in that State to
continue the supply as we
are due for next spell bet-
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Water flowing into Chembarambakkam reservoir through the link
canal from Poondi on Wednesday. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

ween July and October,”
said an official.

Water is being trans-
ferred from Poondi to
Chembarambaldkam reser-
voir through the link canal.

The department ex-
pects to receive a mini-
mum of 2 tmcft. of Krishna
water by July end. This
would help maintain the
daily water supply this
year and avert water scar-

city. If the supply conti-
nues till the onset of north-
east monsoon, Chennai
may have assured supply
of another 4 to 5 tmcft of
water.

Of the 1,038.80 million
litres a day (mld) supplied
by Chennai Metropolitan
Water Supply and Sewer-
age Board, nearly 988.83
mild is being provided to
domestic consumers in the

city and the peripheral
dreas.

Meanwhile, the depart-
ment has completed about
40% of the work to im-
prove the feeder canal that
links Poondi and Red Hills
Teservoirs.

As of now, water transf-
er from Poondi to Red Hills
reservoir has been stopped
in view of the work.

Besides removing sedi-
mentation and improving
inlets, concrete lining is be-
ing provided in the 2-km
stretch of the canal.

After the ¥19-crore pro-
ject is completed, the ca-
nal’s carrying capacity
would be restored at 3,000
cusecs.

Though built in 1983, no
major improvement work
was carried out in the wa-
terway. Barring a few
stretches with concrete lin-
ing, it remained an earthen
channel.
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Cyclone Biparjoy rapidly intensifies into
severe cyclonic storm; dampening monsoon

Further progress of the monsoon bevond the southern peninsula will happen after the cvclone degenerates

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: Cyclone
‘Biparjoy, the first storm
brewing in the Arabian Sea
this year, rapidly intensified
into a severe cyclonic storm
with meteorologists predict-
ing a “mild” monsoon onset
over Kerala and “weak” prog-
ress beyond the southern
peninsula under its influence.
The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) on
Wednesday morning said
conditions are favourable for
monsoon onset over Kerala
within two days.
Meteorologists, however,
said the cyclone has been
impacting the intensity of the
monsoon and the onset over

Fishermen pull out o boat towards the shore as the region bruces
for Cyclone Biparjoy after it turned into o severe cyclonic storm, in
Vasai near Mumbai, on Wednesday ]

Kerala would be “mild”. very severe cyclonic storm.
The MeT office said the It would then move north-
severe cyclonic storm is northwestwards during the
likely to move nearly north-  subsequent three days.
wards and intensify into a However, the IMD has not

Meteorologists,
however, said the
cyclone has been
impacting the
intensity of the
monsoon and the

onset over Kerala
would be “mild”

yet predicted any major impact
on countries adjoining the
Arabian Sea, including India,
Oman, Iran and Pakistan.
Meteorologists say the
tentative track of the sys-
tem will be in the northward
direction but storms at times

Cyclone

According to a study
‘Changing status of tropical
cyclones over the north Indian
Ocean, the frequency, duration,
and intensity of cyclones in the
Arabian Sea have increased
by about 20 per cent in the
post-monsoon period and 40
per cent in the pre-monsoon
period.

There has been a 52 per
cent increase in the number of
cyclones in the Arabian Sea,
while very severe cyclones have
increased by 150 per cent.

“The increase in cyclone
activity in the Arabian Sea
is tightly linked to the ris-
ing ocean temperatures and
increased availability of mois-
ture under global warming, The
Arabian Sea used to be cool,
but now it is a warm pool,” said
Roxy Mathew Koll, climate sci-
entist at the Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology.

“The oceans have become
warmer already on account of
climate change. In fact, a recent
study shows that the Arabian
Sea has warmed up by almost
1.2 degree Celsius since March,
thus conditions are very much
favourable for the rapid intensi-
fication of the system (Cyclone
Bipajoy) so it has the potential
to sustain the strength for a lon-
ger period.” said Raghu Murtu-

defy the predicted track and
the intensity.

Forecasting agencies said
the storm has been under-
going “rapid intensification’,
escalating from just a cyclonic
circulation to a severe cyclonic
storm in just 48 hours, defy-
ing earlier predictions.

Atmospheric conditions
and cloud mass indicate that
the system is likely to sustain
the strength of a very severe
cyclone till June 12.

Scientists say cyclonic
storms in the Bay of Bengal
and the Arabian Sea have
been intensifying rapidly and
retaining their intensity for
a longer duration due to cli-
mate change.

Continued on P4
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No plan yet to bring water on
concurrent list: Shekhawat

Aprri TANDON

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JUNE 7

The government on Wednes-
day said there was no plan to
bring water, currently a state
subject, on the concurrent
list of the Constitution,
thml gh eight inter-state
water disputes were pending
in tribunals and courts at dif-
ferent stages. ;

Among pending disputes
is the decades-old issue
regarding construction of the
Sutlej-Yamuna Link (SYL)
Canal for river water sharing
between  Punjab  and
Haryana. The matter is pend-
ing before the Supreme
Court, with the two states
unable to reach a resolution

despite the Centre's inter-

Says govtto pursue legal

route for timely
resolution of disputes

vention at the court’s behest.

“We sometimes see only
disputes. It’s a fact that sev-
en to eight disputes are pend-
ing in courts and tribunals at
different stages. But 200
intra-state, inter-state and
international water coopera-
tion mechanisms have been
working successfully for
years,” Union Jal Shakti
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat said in response
to a query by The Tribune
whether the Centre was con-
sidering bringing water on
the concurrent list given the

wastage of resources due to
prolonged delay in inter-
state dispute redressal.

~ Shekhawat said there was
“no plan yet to bring water on
the concurrent list and the gov-
ernment will strengthen the
existing laws to address the
issue”. “Experience has shown
that in respect of challenges
between different states regand-
ing division of river waters, tri-
bunals are formed but theytake
decades todeliver decisions. We
have decided to take the legisla-
five route to fix this gap,”
Shekhawat said, hoping that
the Rajya Sabha would, in the
upcoming monsoon Session,
pass the Inter-State River Water -
Disputes (Amendment) Bill,
2019, which the Lok Sabkia had
earlier approved. i
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