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Haryana again: Another
water crisis looms large

Tines Niews NETWORK

New Delhi: Reduction in the supply of
" raw water from Haryana has once again
impacted treatment plants in Delhi,
which may lead to a supply crisis. Rag-
hav Chadha, the vice chairman of Delhi
Jal board said that Haryana has reduced
the supply of raw waler o Dalhi through
both carrier-lined canal as well as Delhi
Sub-Branch canal.
“Due to reduction of wa-

“We are also witnessing reduction in
the flow in river Yamuna and the short-
fall from the canals cannot be compensa-
ted from river, therefore rationalisation
of water supply is being carried out,” the
official further said.

The reduction in raw water supply at
has partially hitoperationsat Wazirabad
as well as Chandrawal water treatment
plants, where water production has been
reduced hy around 30%. These plants

supply water to parts of

ter coming from these two
sourees, wearecurpently fa-
cmgnshurmgulnmmrpm
Iﬁ&ﬂd . The vige-
clmlrmm plained that as
of Sunday evening, Harya-
nawasonly supplying549.16
cusecs of water through
carrier-lined canal against |
the normal supply of 683 cu-
secs through the channel,
Similarly, the supply thro-
ugh Delhi Sub Branch DSB
canal has reduced to 306.6 cusecs against
430 cusecs under normal circumstances.
The cumulative shortage from both the-
sesources 1s around 160 cusecs,
. A DJB official said that due to reduc-
tion in the flow of water, higher pollution
levels have also been noticed, with am-
monia levels noticed around 2.3ppm at
gome points. “The water levels in thecar-
rierdined canal have been steadily drop-
ping. The flow measurement upstream of
Bawana around 8pm on Sunday was aro-
und 576 cusecs against the normal level
of 683 cusecs, It further dropped to 549,16
cusecs later," official added.,

-eentraland west Delhi. Si-
milarly, the water produc-
tion at Okhla water treat-

“ment plant has reduced by
around 15%, Gﬁn‘ﬁhaaair‘i

8 “This can lead to reduc-

tion in water pressure in
some localities and the
problem may be exacerba-
ted in tail end colonies,”
an official said.

The vice-chairman al-
leged that Haryana go-
vernment’s lackadaisical attitude has
led to unchecked &umplng of sewerage
into Yamuna.

“Samples picked up by our guality
testing labs show high contamination of
pollutants and ammonialevels. Delhi Jal
Board is in constant contact with Harya-
na government requesting them to add-
ress these issueson war-footing, but tono
avail," Chadha said. “I haye urged mini-
terof Jal Shakti Gajender Singh Shekha-
wat to intervene and direct Haryana go-
vernment to release Delhi's share of wa-
ter, while also curb rising levels of am-
monia in Yamuna."
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| BUSINESS | WITH PLEASURE | Vishweshwar Reddy plan for dam comes to fruition

Kotepally, a reservoir for tourism

HARLEEN MINOCHA | DC
HYDERABAD, MARCH T

An innovative idea to turn
a sleepy lake into a hub for
water sports has generated
major employment for
rural neighbourhood of
the Kotepally dam area,
located about 20 km from
the Vikarabad Hills.

The Kotepally dam with
its kayaking has been
attracting tourists from
nearby districts ever since
the government allowed
water sports and skills
development programmes

in 2016,

Former Chevella MP
Konda Vishweshwar
Reddy, an adventure junkie
and sports enthusiast, even
before entering politics,
started working towards
this project. Through his

Tourists flock the Kotepally dam reservoir 20 km from
Vikarabad, for kayaking and water sports.

Progressive Telangana
Foundation (PTF), he
donated 30 kayaks to create
employment opportunities
for local youth and to enliv-
en his own sporting ambi-
tions.

“I have had a great time
during my childhood and
growing years living in a
village. We had all kinds of
entertainment resources.
The situation of villages
today is depressing, mostly

because the youth prefers
to migrate to cities in
search of jobs, thereby
deducting the village popu-
lation and its liveliness

everytime,” VIshweshwar
Reddy told Deccan
Chronicle.

In an attempt to plug
migration and exploit the
rural tourism destinations,
under the Justice Konda
Madhava Reddy
Foundation (JKMR}), which
is being run in memory of
his late father and former
Chief Justice of the High
Court, the former MP cre-
ated employment to 35
local youth, including five

women, and indirect
employment to about 100
people initially,

Today, as many as 60 men
and women, who work for
their family on weekdays,

have been given jobs as life-
guards during the weekend
at the Kotepally lake, earn-
ing at least 713,000 for three
days per month.

The dam attracts over
10,000 tourists on weekends
and holidays. Visitors are
forced to wait for two hours
to get their turn to get a
boat, said Vishweshwar
Reddy. To maintain hyg-
iene on the dam premises,
the JKMR Foundation has
also placed mobile toi-
lets. Vishweshwar Reddy in
his conversation with this
correspondent also said
that he plans to further
introduce more water
sports activities at the lake,
albeit awaiting governm-
ent and local permissions,
like the Kkite kayvaking,
paragliding, water cycling
among others, he said.
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Pollutants fill Ganga in urban stretches

A study conducted by researchers from the Doon University has indicated a
‘very high presence of pollutants' in the urban stretches of Ganga at
Rishikesh and Haridwar. The study indicates that millions of pilgrims visiting
the two cities, especially Haridwar, for the Kumbh festival will be ‘exposed
to high concentration of water pollutants’. The researchers, during their
study conducted over three seasons, detected the occurrence of 15 different
pharmaceuticals and personal care products (PPCP) in the river stretch
between Rishikesh and Haridwar.
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PM to inaugurate
India, B'desh bridge

on Tuesday

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will on
Tuesday inaugurate the
‘Maitri Setu’ between India
and Bangladesh -- a bridge
built over the Feni river, the
Prime Minister’s Office
said. He will also
inaugurate and lay the
foundation stone of
multiple infrastructure
projects in Tripura during
the event, it said. PM Modi
will inaugurate the ‘Maitri
Setu’ between India and
Bangladesh on March 9 at
12 noon via video
conferencing, the PMO said
in a statement.
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Haryana curtailing Delhi’s
water supply Says Chadha

HT Correspondent

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi Jal Board vice-
chairperson Raghav Chadha on
Sunday said that Haryana has
reduced the supply of raw water
to Delhi, pushing the city to a
major shortage in water produc-
tion.

In a series of tweets, Chadha
said currently, Haryana through
carrier lined channel (CLC) canal
is supplying only 549.16 cusecs
(against 683 cusecs) and Delhi
sub-branch (DSB) canal is sup-
plying 306.63 cusecs (against
330 cusecs). With the reduction
in the supply of raw water, the
production at Wazirabad and
Chandrawal water treatment
plants (WTP) has reduced by
30%, and production has gone
down by 15% at the Okhla WTP.

Senior DJB officials said that
the shortage of raw water at the
WTPs might not lead to an
immediate impact on the supply,
as it takes at least 24 hours for
the water from these plants to
reach the supply stage. However,
if the shortage persists, parts of
central and west Delhi will be
the worst hit. Water supply to
areas such as Janakpuri, Uttam

o

DJB vice-chairperson Raghav

Chadha said Delhi was facing a

shortage in water production.
SANCHIT KHANNA/ HT ARCHIVE

Nagar, Vikaspuri, Mandi House,
offices at Barakhamba Road, etc
will be severely impacted, they
said.

“Haryana has reduced the
supply of raw water to Delhi, as a
result, we are facing a shortage
in water production,” Chadha
tweeted.

“...Further, Haryana govern-
ment’s lackadaisical attitude has

led to the unchecked dumping of

sewerage into Yamuna. Samples
picked up by our quality lab

show high contammahon!
ammonia levels,” he tweeted.

He said on behalf of the DJB,
he has reached out to the Hary-
ana government to find a solu-
tion to the Capital's water woes,
and also asked the Union minis-
try of Jal Shakti to intervene in
the matter to find a speedy rem-
edy for Delhiites.

“Delhi Jal Board is in constant
contact with the Haryana gov-
ernment requesting them to
address these issues on a war
footing, but to no avail. I urge
honourable ministry of jal
shakti, government of India to
kindly intervene and direct the
Harvana govt to release Delhi's
share and curb rising levels of
ammonia,” Chadha tweeted.

This is not the first time that
Delhi has been caught in a face-
off with the Haryana govern-
ment on Delhi’s share of water
supply. On several occasions last
year and earlier this year,
Chadha blamed the Haryana
government for the increasing
levels of ammonia in Delhi’s
water, which led to the water
treatment plants being forced to
operate with reduced capacity
and hitting water supply to
several areas in the national cap-
ital.



Nod in new five-year-plan for
hydroprojects near border with India

ANANTH KRISHNAN

A draft of China’s new Five-

Year Plan (2021-2025),
which is set to be formally
approved on Thursday, has
given the green light for the
first dams to be built on the
lower reaches of Yarlung
Zangbo river, as the Brah-
maputra is known in Tibet
before it flows into India.
The draft outline of the
new Five-Year Plan (FYP)
for 2025 and “long range
objectives through the year
2035", submitted before
the National People’s Con-
gress (NPC), China's cere-
monial legislature, on Fri-

day, specifically mentions
the building of hydropower
bases on the lower reaches
of the river as among the
priority energy projects to
be undertaken in the next
five years.

The lower reaches refer
to the sections of the river
in Tibet before it flows into
India.

Fresh exploitation

The inclusion of the pro-
jects in the draft plan sug-
gests the authorities have
given the go-ahead to begin
tapping the lower reaches
for the first time, which
marks a new chapter in the
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China gives green light for first downstream dams on Brahmaputra

Channelising hydropower: A view of the Brahmaputra in Assam. China has given the green
light for dams on the lower reaches of the river in Tibet, just before it enters India. «riLe PHOTO

hydropower exploitation of
the river.

The FYP's backing for the
projects also suggests that a
number of long-pending

proposals from Chinese hy-
dropower companies to
build dams on the lower
reaches, including near the
border with India, may be

given the green light.

The draft plan will be for-
mally approved before the
NPC session ends on Thurs-
day. The final version is un-

likely to have major chang-
es as the largely ceremonial
and Communist Party-con-
trolled legislature rarely
averhauls the proposals
sent before it.

SPECIAL

On the top of a list of
energy construction pro-
jects for the next five years,
mentioned on page 30 of
the 142-page draft docu-
ment in Mandarin — it has
not yet been published in
English — calls for *building
a hydropower base on the
lower reaches of Yarlung
Zangbo river”, along with
“clean energy bases” in the
upper and lower reaches of
Jinsha river (the upper
course of Yangtze river in

western China).

Other major projects in-
clude the construction of
coastal nuclear power
plants and power transmis-
sion channels.

Infrastructure strategy
The high importance given
to building dams on the
“lower reaches” of the Yar-
lung Zangbo is underlined
in the plan, where it is also
mentioned on page 38 of
the document among signif-
icant planned investments
in infrastructure that serve
major national strategies.

The project is also listed
along with the Sichuan-Ti-
bet railway and the national
water network.

CONTINUED ON » PAGER
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China clears new
dams on Brahmaputra

China’s media reported in
November that State-owned
hydropower company PO-
WERCHINA had signed “a
strategic cooperation agree-
ment” with the Tibet Auto-
nomous Region (TAR) go-
vernment to “implement
hydropower exploitation in
the downstream of the Yar-
lung Zangbo River”.

In 2015 China operation-
alised its first hydropower
project at Zangmu in Tibet,
while three other dams at
Dagu, Jiexu and Jiacha are
being developed, all on the
upper and middle reaches
of the river. While POWER-
CHINA is not the first hydro-
power company to push for
dams downstream and pre-
vious plans did not pass
technical feasibility studies
because of concerns over
the environmental impact,
the inclusion of the projects
in the draft FYP suggests a
high-level sanction has been
given.

Yan Zhiyong, POWER-
CHINA’s chairman, told a
conference of the China So-
ciety for Hydropower Engi-
neering last year “there is
no parallel in history” to the
plans and the downstream
reaches of the river offered
“a historic opportunity for
the Chinese hydropower in-
dustry”. Mr. Yan did not
mention the location of the
planned project but spoke
about the particular poten-
tial offered at the “Great
Bend” of the Brahmaputra

and at the Yarlung Zangbo
Grand Canyon in Medog
county, where the river falls
over a 2,000 metre-drop
and turns sharply to flow
across the border into Aru-
nachal Pradesh.

India has expressed con-
cerns to China over the four
planned dams on the upper
and middle reaches, though
Indian officials have said the
dams are not likely to great-
ly impact the quantity of the
Brahmaputra’s flows in In-
dia because they are only
storing water for power gen-
eration, and the Brahmapu-
tra is not entirely dependent
on upstream flows with an
estimated 35% of its basin in
India. Dams on the lower
reaches and at the Great
Bend would, however, raise
fresh concerns because of
the location across the bor-
der from Arunachal Pradesh
and the potential impact
downstream.

Mr. Yan said the 50-km
section at the Great Bend
alone offered the potential
of 70 million kWh “which
equals more than three
Three Gorges power sta-
tions” and “will play a signif-
icant role in realising Chi-
na's goal of reaching a
carbon emissions peak be-
fore 2030 and carbon neu-
trality in 2060”, a target
mentioned by Premier Li
Kegiang on Friday at the
opening of the NPC and also
highlighted in the draft out-
line.
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