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Water crisis in city, Bharadwaj blames
illegal Yamuna sand mining in Haryana

Times News NETwoRK

New Delhi: It's not summer
vet, but the national capital is
already facing the problem of
low water level in the Yamu-
na,leading torestricted supp-
ly in many areas. Delhi Jal
Board (DJB) vice-chairman
Saurabh Bharadwaj alleged
on Tuesday that the key rea-
son for it was not the rising
temperature but rampant il-
legal sand mining in the Ya-
munaon the Haryanaside.

Anindya Chattopadhyay

.

Bharadwaj & others at Wazirabad
plant, which is currently running
at 63% of its capacity

Bharadwaj claimed that 32
points could be identified near
the Tajewala barrage on the

Haryana side on the Google
map where illegal mining was
on. It has drastically reduced
the water flow in the Yamuna
from Haryana, affecting the
water treatment capacity at
the Wazirabad and Chandra-
wal plantsthat supply water to
central, north and south Del-
hi, he said. Ammonia level in
the water at Wazirabad had in-
creased to 3.1ppm against the
treatable level of 0.8ppm.
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New Delhi: Two major water
treatment plants in the city
were running between 60%
and 80% of capacity due to a
drop in the Yamuna level, for
which DJB vice-chairman
Saurabh Bharadwaj blamed il-
legal sand mining in Harvana.

According to DJB offi-
cials, the Wazirabad plant
daily produces 131 million
gallons per day (MGD) of
water. Now, it is currently
producing 82.7MGD due to
the shortage of water. Simi-
larly, the Chandrawal plant
has a capacity of 100MGD,
while it's now producing
only 78MGD.

“The sand mafia has stop-
ped Yamuna water released
for Delhi at an area some
7-8km from Yamunanagar in
Haryana. Sand is being
mined indiscriminately and
they have made temporary
bridges in the middle of the
Yamuna for illegal mining
and movement of trucks,”

Bharadwaj said.
“In 2019, too, there were
reports of illegal sand

mining at Tajewala. We are
communicating with the wa-
ter and irrigation depart-
ment of the neighbouring
state, but it has had minimal
effect. This needs to be taken

An official checks ammonia content in a water sample at Wazirabad

Times View

ummer hasn't even begun

and awater crisisloomsin
the capital due toanillegal
sand mafia. Authorities should
deal with the menace quickly
and firmly to stop the problem
from escalating.

up between the two govern-
ments,” he added.
Thoughsand miningisille-
gal as per courtorders, the Ha-
rvana government is ignoring
the issue, Bharadwaj alleged.
He also requested the pub-
lic to not use a lot of water
during the festival of holi.
Water minister Kailash

Gahlot also met DJB officials
to discuss the summer plan.
According to weather ex-
perts, the city may see a long-
er period of heatwaves, esca-
lating the demand for drink-
ing water. To handle thesitua-
tionatthemacrolevel, Gahlot
has decided to periodically
meet officials and frequently
visit water treatment plants.
To augment water supply
in Delhi, DJB is working on
various measures for ground-
water augmentation, includ-
ing installation of tubewells
in high water table areas, re-
charginggood quality treated
effluents in lakes, and install-
ing RO plants at six locations.
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Illegal mining in Haryana impeding
Yamuna flow, says Delhi in fresh row

Paras Singh and
Leena Dhankhar

paras @hmdustantimas com

MEW DELHI: Construction of
bumds and illegal sand mining in
Haryana is impeding the fow of
water in the Yamuna towards
Dielhil lemding to water supphyori-
sis in several parts acrass north,
south and central Delhl, the Dethi
Jal Board {DUB) said on Monday
even as the Harvana gosvernment
rejected the charges and dended
any illegal activity in the river.

DB wiee-chairperson Saurabl
Bharacwaj said the water crisis is
“unprecedented” since the curment
water levels in the Yamuna are
wsually seen in May,

“This year, the water levels
started dipping around February
23, three months befiore the usual
lean surmmer period, and if the
similar situation persists, the
water supply crisés will become
uncontrollable in the summer
months.” Bharadwaj said,

Giving a presentation to report:
ers about the ongoing crisis on
Tuesday momning, Bharadwaj
showis] PowerPoint slides with
satellite pictures and maps dis-
playing bunds on the Yarmuna. He
claimed that dredging was going
o in ol besst 32 bocations alorg the
river in Haryana districts of Yarmar
manggar and Sonepat.

For the: past two weeks, water
supply to Moolchand, South
Extension, Greater Kailash, Kalk-
aji. Govindpuri, Togalkahad, San-
wam Vilar, and Arnbedbar Nagas
in seuth Delhi; and Civil lines,
Model Town, Kamla Nagar in
neoath and Karaol Bagh, Pahargan|
i central Delhi has remraimed dis-
mupted. Jal board officials have
maintained that low water levels
in the Yamuna has hit reatment of
fresh wiber ot o (Wizirahad and
Chandrawal) of the agency’s nine
water treafment plants.

According to DJE, the Yamuna
water kevel was at 6715t on
Tuesday conmparsd 1o the standard
674 5 ft at Wazirnbad barrage -
considered the standard for the
river sireich in the Capétal,

The Haryana government hit
back at DJB, saying the state was
supplying water in excesa of the
water-sharing agreernent between
thi two sttea, It ssid that the sand
mining was being carried out
Yegally by crearing temporary pipe
crosgings without obdructing the

@ DREDGING
__spos

dredging and sand mining are

taking place an at least 32 sites

betwiesn Yamunanagar and
Sonipat, such as Memarpur
and Mathroal [Sonipat] and

Amadapur [Yamumanagar)

Check-dams
libegal bunds and check-dams

have been developed to stap
METhe (e o Te e

Pollution
Dulhi is only getting
palluted water from
drain 2 (Panipat drain)
and drain 8 (Sanipat
drain) that carry
imdustrial effluents

674,51

Normal pnnd level
at Waziraba

6715+

Level at Wazirabad
on March7

Haryana says
H\enr!upplﬁumm
excess of the agreement
hetween the twa states,
Sand mining is being carried
out begally without
obstrecting the river flow

river flow,

Bharadwaj, however, alleged
that share of Yamuna in Delhi's
orverall water generation has gone
dorw fromm “40% to 5%, He also
wlleged that with industrial pellu
tants breing released from Panipat
amd Sonepat, the ammonia levels
in row wister have goneup o 15

Q

At Wa:irahad o

Panipat

Sonipat

Tamuna- W
nagar

€ HARYANA

DELHI

:

parts per million (ppm) - 35 dmes
the maximum treatable limit
“Diclhi is only getting drain water
and Yamuma has been essentially
stopped using a series of bunds,”
e ancheel.

Jawahar Yadav, officer on spe-
clal duty (509 to Harvana chief
mindster Manohar Lal Khattar,

@ AREAS AFFECTED |

@ Prem Nagar

Punjabi Bagh @ 500t

Model Town

Magar
Inderpuri
rouri - New

Rajinder
Magar

Sources of
water for Delhi

Sourg

said on Tuesday that Delhi has a
drinking water share of 719 cusecs
from Yamuna and Ravi-Beas
witers against which Haryana is
delivering 1050 cusecs of water in
the Capital. Yedday also said that
sand mining in the river was done
legally in “non-monseon season”
in aceordance with the govern-

groundwater
aguifers
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POrary pipe cTossings are provided
5@ that there s no obstruction to
river flow. Weare notohstmucting
any natural river Mow, Il:gllli,lr
chocking is being dom by the min
ing department to curb illegal
rrining iFany,” he addad.
Mearmwhile Delhiwater minis-

Kamala
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Action taken
Rationalisation by
diverting water from
Haiderpur WTPs to
minimise impact
Water pressure
reduced all over
the Capital

South Extension i @ Maalchand

Greater Kallash @ Kolkali

Govindpur

\

LY

Ambedior Nagar @ 1paikabiad

Sangam Vihar @

ter Kailash Gahbot reviewed pre-
paredness for meeting the water
demand in summer, “In the water
deficitarens in Delhi, DIE supplies
waler !tl]l’luf,:ll 1200 tankers, In
ordir o augment the water sup
ply, DB is working on boosting
extraction of ground water in high

winter-table ares”
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{ NSSO REPORT } MULTIPLE INDICATOR SURVEY

Survey shows India’s
progress on UN SDGs

Abhishek Jha
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: 95.7% people were
living in households with an
improved drinking water source,
63.1% (92% in urban areas)
households had access to clean
fuel for cooking, and 82% people
had access to hand-washing
facility with soap or detergent
within the household’s premises
and an improved toilet,

These findings, all related to
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), are from a new Multiple
Indicator Survey (MIS) con-
ducted by the National Sample
Survey Office (NSSO) in 2020-21,
the report for which was
released on March 7. The data
shows how close or far India is
from achieving select SDGs.
Adopted by the UN in 2015, SDGs
are a set of 17 inter-related goals
on developmental issues.

While this particular survey
does not show progress over
time, the level of achievement of
different indicators that the
NSS0 survey shows is compara-
ble to other surveys, which have
shown progress. The survey also
collected data on some miscella-
neous indicators, such as migra-
tion and working knowledge of
using computers.

The MIS was conducted by
the NSSO across 276,409 house-
holds between January 2020 and
August 2021. It has collected data
on only select indicators of
SDGs. Four key indicators on
which data was collected are;
access to improved source of
drinking water, access to latrine,
access to handwashing facility
with soap and water within the
household's premises, and
access to clean fuel for cooking,

The four key indicators cov-
ered by the MIS are similar to
those covered by the National
Family Health Survey (NFHS).
The numbers reported by MIS

95.7% people were living with
animproved drinking water

source in the MIS, HT ARCHIVE
for 2020-21 are also similar to the
numbers reported by the 2019-21
NFHS for two of these indicators.
For example, 95.7% people were
living in households with an
improved drinking water source
in the MIS, compared to 95.5% in
the 2019-21 NFHS. Similarly,
63.1% (92% in urban areas)
households had access to clean
fuel for cooking in MIS, com-
pared to 58.6% (89.7% in urban
areas) in the NFHS.

The access to handwashing
facility with soap or detergent
within the household's premises
and an improved latrine diver-
ges more across these two sur-
veys. MIS data shows 82% people
had access to the former com-
pared to 71% in NFHS. The differ-
ence between the two surveys is
largely on account of the differ-
ence in the access reported by
rural areas: 77% in MIS com-
pared to 64% in the NFHS. The
divergence in access to improved
sanitation shown by the two sur-
veys is bigger. The MIS reports
83% access to improved sanita-
tion facility compared to 70% in
the NFHS. The difference in this
indicator is also not very lop-
sided. The MIS numbers are big-
ger than NFHS numbers by 15
and 12 percentage points in
urban and rural areas.

To be sure, some of the differ-

ences in the access to sanitation
reported by the two surveys
could be due to definitions, the
method of sampling, or the sam-
ple itself, which need to be
examined closely. For example,
accurate rural-urban classifica-
tion has become difficult
because a census has not been
conducted, Himanshu, an asso-
ciate professor of economics at
Jawaharlal Nehru University
told HT earlier. However,
because the MIS data’s estimates
are either close to higher than
the NFHS for all these indicators,
it is safe to assume that the
progress shown on these indica-
tors in the NFHS is not because
of faulty data.

Apart from the data on SDGs,
the MIS has also collected data
on other miscellaneous indica-
tors that are not usually col-
lected by the NSSO or other large
government surveys. For exam-
ple, the MIS survey found that
29.1% of Indians are migrants.
‘While this is similar to the num-
ber reported by the 2020-21
PLFS (28.9%), MIS additionally
asked working migrants how
their income changed after
migration: 56% such people
reported an increase while 22%
each reported a decrease and no
change. To be sure, migrants to
urban areas reported an increase
more than the average migrant.
68% of urban migrants reported
an increase in income, while
incomes decreased and
remained the same for 12% and
20% of such migrants.

Data from the MIS report also
shows that country, including a
large share of the relatively
young, is ill prepared to com-
pletely shift work and education
online. Only 15.6% of those in the
15 years and above age group
could send emails with attached
files. This number improved to
only 27.5% among the younger
15-25 years age group.
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AROUND 40% OF SUPPLY IN DELHIHAS BEEN HIT: BHARADWAJ

Yamuna drying because of
illegal mining in Haryana: DJB

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MEW DELHI, MARCH7

DELHI JAL Board (DJB) vice-chair-
man Saurabh Bharadwaj has al-
leged that the low level of water
in the Yamuna at Wazirabad in
Delhiis on account of “sand min-
ing" upstream in Haryana.

Bharadwaj said the situation
this year was unprecedented
with the shortage thatis usually
seen in May being witnessed
from February 23 onwards.

The water level at the
Wagzirabad pond was 671.7 ft
against a normal of 674.5 {t, hit-
ting production mainly at the
Chandrawal and Wazirabad wa-
ter treatment plants, which rely
on the river for raw water. The
Wazirabad water treatment
plant is now producing 82.69
MGD (million gallons per day)
against a capacity of 131 MGD.
Production at Chandrawal plant
has also fallen from 100 MGD to
78 MGD, according to the DJB.

Bharadwaj said water is be-
ing diverted from the water
treatment plant at Haiderpur to
Wazirabad and that altogether,
around 40% of the supply in
Delhi has been hit.

Bharadwaj pointed to bridges of sorts built across the river
and trucks close to the river from locations including one
near Sonipat. Gajendra Yadav

Areas that are affected include
parts of Central, South and North
Delhi — Jahangirpuri, Burari,
Defence Colony, Punjabi Bagh,
Sarojini Nagar, Janpath, RK Puram,
Vasant Vihar, Cantonment area,
Karol Bagh, Civil Lines, Jhande-
walan, Daryaganj, Delhi Gate,
Timarpur, Model Town and
Malkaganj.

Bharadwaj, who visited the
Wazirabad water treatment
plant Tuesday, claimed that the
water visible in the river at

Wazirabad is “industrial waste”
reaching Delhi through two
drains — DD8 and DD2. The level
of ammonia in the water is high
and it can only be diluted and
used fo an extent, he said. On
Monday, the level of ammonia
was 3.1 ppm (parts per million),
which is above the 1 ppm that
the D|B's water treatment plants
cantreat.

“The water that is reaching
Wazirabad is from these drains
and not the river from Tajewala.

This is because the flow of the
Yamuna has been stopped up-
stream. Once the Yamuna water
leaves Tajewala, it has been
stopped in places through bunds
made by the sand mining mafia..
this is a historical problem, the
smuggling of mined sand used
to happenat small levels earlier,
now it's on a larger scale,”
Bharadwaj said.

He referred to what he said
were images from Google Maps
pointing to dredging of the river,
bridges of sorts built across the
river and trucks close to the river
from locations including one
near Sonipat.

“If the Yamuna was dry be-
cause of natural reasons, we can
accept that. But this is because of
greed that sand is being mined
for several kilometres in broad
daylight resulting indrying up of
the river,” he said.

Onwhat communication he
had with officials in Haryana,
Bharadwaj said, “We are always
in contact with their officials. But
this is a matter that needs to be
dealt with at the government
level, not just by the water de-
partment here,

No response was available
from the Haryana government.
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GOVT. T0 DRAW
GODAVARI WATER
TO MEET DEMAND

MADDY DEEKSHITH | DC
HYDERABAD, MARCH 7

The city’'s water authority
decided to draw an additional
50 million gallons a day
(MGD) of water from the
Godavari to meet the rising
demand, over repeated com-
plaints of water shortage
across the city.

The state government
instructed the Hyderabad
Metropolitan Water Supply
and Sewerage Board
(HMWS&SB) to ensure suffi-
cient water supply, including
for consumption, during the
summer.

M Page 5: Water board told to
map areas with potable water

Water board told to map
areas with potable water

From page 1

Sources said that the
government wants to en-
sure there is no water cr-
isis, because of the Asse-
mbly elections set to be
held this year-end.
“Since this is the elec-
tion year, the governme-
nt wants to ensure the
uninterrupted water su-
pply to citizens in the ci-
ty. Government has ask-
ed to draw an additional
50 MGD to the city and
conduct a study on water
deficient areas in this
regard. Additional 50
MGD water would be
drawn from the Manjira
and Singur water sour-
ces,” a senior water bo-
ard official said.Asked
why HMWS&SB was

drawing only 387 MGD,
when normal demand
was 516 MGD, and where
the additional water
meant for the city was
supplied, the official
refused to comment.
While water board offi-
cials claim they have be-
en drawing water from
Sripada Yellampally (86
MGD), Singur (75 MGD)
and Manjira (45 MGD),
the HMWS&SB website
states that 30 MGD is dr-
awn from Manjira, 56
MGD from Sripada Yell-
ampally and 75 MGD fro-
m the Singur reservoir.
Highly placed sources in
the water board said that
the remaining water,
over the years, was
diverted through Missi-
on Bhagiratha pipelines

to other areas, especially
where by-polls were he-
1d, resulting in the acute
water crisis in various
parts of the city even be-
fore peak summer. Areas
of Karkhana, Trimulg-
herry, Bolaram, Vasavi
Nagar and West Marred-
pally under the Secund-
erabad Cantonment and
Hafeezpet, Madinaguda,
Deeptisrinagar and Ma-
nikonda have been amo-
ng the worst hit. Reside-
nts said they have been
hiring tankers since No-
vember 2022 to meet the-
ir water demands.

A few pockets in Nall-
agandla, Chandannagar
and other municipalities
in the city outskirts, esp-
ecially Jalpally, are also
facing water shortages.
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