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{ OVER BAY OF BENGAL }

Depression may change
into cyclonic storm: IMD

Soumya Pillai

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: An atmospheric
depression over southeast Bay of
Bengal and adjoining Andaman
Sea is expected to intensify into a
cyclonic storm on Sunday, packing
awind speed of up to 90kmph, the
India Meteorological Department
wamed on Saturday.

The weather system had inten-
sified into a depression, and at
11.30am on Saturday, lay 170km
west of Car Nicobar Island and
300km south-southwest of Port
Blair, it said ina special bulletin.

“Itis expected to move north-
westwards and intensify into a
cyclonic storm over the east-cen-
tral Bay of Bengal on Sunday,” the
Met office said. “Itis also likely to
continue to move northwestwards
till May 10 evening and reach west-
central and adjoining northwest
Bay of Bengal off north Andhra
Pradeshand Odisha coasts.”

The storm will then likely to
recurve north-northeastwards and
move towards northwest Bay of
Bengal off the Odisha coast, the
bulletin said. “We are closely mon-
itoring the situation...,” IMD
director general M Mohapatra
said. “We have, however, not yet
made any forecaston where it will
make landfall...”

If the weather system intensifies
into a cyclone, it will be called
Asani, Sinhalese for wrath, accord-
ing to Met officials. It would be the
first cyclonic storm of the season,
as a similar weather event in
March fizzled out before it could
strengthenintoa cyclone.

The sea will likely become
rough from Saturday, IMD said,
advising fishermen not to venture
into the Andaman Sea and south-
east Bay of Bengal on Saturday and
Sunday. Italso advised fishermen
out in the sea to return as condi-
tions are expected to be rough over
central Bav of Bengal on Mondayv.



Uddhav Thackeray
inaugurates the
programme which
aims to provide water
connections to city’s
unmapped places

Pratip Acharya
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MUMBAI: Ahead of the civic
elections, chiel minister Uddhav
Thackeray on Saturday inaugu-
rated the ambitious ‘Water for
all' policy of the Brihanmurmbad
Municipal Corporation (BMC).

The policy aims to provide
water connections to unmapped
settlements of Mumbai, which
include unauthorised slum clus-
ters, Gaothan (erstwhile villa-
ges) and Koliwada (fishing villa-
ges) settlements, and illegal
non-slum residential structures.

This policy will also benefit
the inhabitants of unauthorised
settlements on several govern-
ment land parcels, including
those of railways, forest depart-
ment, and collector. Until now,
the civic body was not giving
water connections to unautho-
rised or illegal structures.

While in the policy docu-
ment, BMC stated that the pol-
icy has been launched on
humanitarian grounds, it also
maintained that providing
water supply should not be vali-
dated as a document towards
claiming ownership or title of
any property before the court of
the law.

Speaking at the event, chief
minister Uddhav Thackeray
said that supplying water will
not mean that an unauthorised
structure has been given any
legality.

“While we are talking about
the water for all policy. There's
also a question that how much
potable water is available to
give to people. The BMC is rig-
orously working towards
expanding the means of water
supply by setting up Sewage
Treatment Plants (STPs) and
Desalination Plant to ensure the
seawater gets recycled and
there is adequate stock of
water,” said Thackeray.

Civic chiel Igbal Singh Chahal
during the inaugural speech of
this policy said that this policy
will be implemented from May
8 (Sunday) onwards.

“We are the first municipal
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BMC's ‘Water for all’ policy to
benefit unauthorised slums

How a court case led to universal access

» Pani Hag Samiti, a people’s
campaign for universal access
to water, had in 2012 moved
HC questioning orders that
denied water supply to
unprotected slums - which
came up after January 1, 2000 -
the deadline set by the state
gavernment far grant of
pratection and right of rehabil-
itation to illegal slum dwellers.

# The NGO had challenged a
circular issued by the state
gaovernment on March 4, 1996,
instructing all civic bodies to
ensure water supply is not
released to any unauthorized
construction.

« Bombay high court on
December 15, 2014, upheld the
petitioner body's contention
that water supply is essential
ingredient of right ta |ife
enshrined in Article 21 of the
Constitution and therefore
water supply cannot be denied
to unprotected slum dwellers.

body to launch such a policy.
Every human has the right to
water without any discrimina-
tion, The constitution also man-
dates water for all which we are
implementing,” said Chahal.

The policy

In its policy document, BMC has
said that the water connection
will be provided through the
conventional ‘Stand Poest Con-
nection’ to a group of a mini-
mum of 15 slum-dwellers. A
stand-post water system is like a
tap supported by a riser pipe
from which members of a com-
munity could draw water dur-
inga given point of time. These
posts will be connected to the
main water supply valves.

Ta avail of the policy, the
applicants will have to
approach the local ward office
along with identity proof docu-
ments and proof of the duration
of their stay in that area.

The clauses also state that the
drainage facilities will have to
create by the applicants at their
own expenses and must acquire
NOC from the BMC depart-
ments to ensure proper and suf-
ficient management of waste-
walter drainage is implemented.
Furthermore, the BMC policy
also states that in case the water

» HC said the right to life under
Article 21 includes right to food
and water and therefore the
state cannot deny water supply
to a citizen on grounds that heis
residing in an illegal structure.

o The court said a citizen who
occupies an illegal hut, has no
right to retain the illegally
constructed hut, but

he cannot be
deprived

of the
fundamen-
tal right to
food and
water which
are an integral
part of the right
to life guaranteed
under Article 2.

\."

= At the same time, HC said,
unprotected slum dwellers cannot
claim right to water at par with
persons residing in authorized
structures and directed the BMC to
formulate a policy to also supply
water to unprotected slums in
some form - not necessarily by
water lines toindividual slums.

» The policy aims to provide water
connection to unmapped
settlements of Mumbai, including
slum clusters, Gaothan (erstwhile
villages) and Koliwada {fishing
villages) settlements, and illegal
non-slum residential structures.

» This policy will also benefit the
inhabitants of unauthorised
settlements on several government
land parcels, including railways,
forest departments and collector's
land.

» The civic body was thus far not
providing water connection to
unauthorised or illegal structures.

This is not a voluntary policy. People will
have to apply to us following which BMC
officials will verify the location to make
sure that all the clauses are fulfilled by
them. Only then will we allow them the
conncction. Mumbai gets water from 27

Teservoirs

P VELRASU, additional municipal commissioner (projects)

supply network is not properly
maintained properly by the
users, then the connection
could be terminated.

Authorities speak
Additional municipal commis-
sioner (Projects), P Velrasu who
is in charge of this project has
said that the BMC is equipped
with adequate infrastructure to
extend its water supply pipe-
lines to ensure there is uninter-
rupted supply.

“Mumbai gets water from 27
reserveirs and seven lakes. So,
we have a well-connected water
supply network and new con-
nections are provided to benefi-
ciaries almost regularly so
expanding the pipeline will not

be a problem,” said Velrasu.

“This is not a voluntary pol-
icy. The applicants will have to
apply to us following which the
BMC officials will verily the
location to make sure that all
the clauses are fulfilled by them
then enly we will allow them
the connection,” he said

Velrasu said that il the
municipal body receives an
application from encroachers in
government lands demanding
water connection, then the civic
authorities will write to the par-
ent body of that land to keep
them informed.

Citizen's voice
Milind Mhaske, CEQ of NGO
Praja Foundation, said that this

water for all pelicy was prom-
ised by all the political parties in
their manifesto before the 2017
elections. “Even though this
was proposed back in 2017, the
official announcement hap-
pened pretty late. [t's good that
the BMC has decided to provide
water supply on humanitarian
grounds while at the same time
they also need to bring out poli-
cies towards more serious prob-
lems like affordable housing,”
saic Mhaske.
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