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KRMB tells AP to submit
DPRs of new projects

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

The Krishna River Manage-
ment Board (KRMB) has
asked the Andhra Pradesh
government to furnish
views and submit the De-
tailed Project Reports
(DPRs) of the proposed irri-
gation schemes and proj-
ects immediately to it.

In a letter to the Engi-
neer-in-Chief, Andhra
Pradesh Water Resources
Department, KRMB mem-
ber DM Raipure referred
the letter received from the
Engineer-in-Chief, Telan-
gana Irrigation and Com-
mand Area Development
(CAD) C Muralidhar re-
questing the board to re-

strain AP from unautho-
rised enhancement of scope
for surplus water based
projects including Telugu
Ganga Project (TGP) and
Veligonda project by AP
government in violation of
provisions of Andhra
Pradesh Reorganisation Act
(APRA) - 2014.

Muralidhar complained
to the KRMB that taking up
surplus based projects in-
cluding TGP and Veligonda
would be detrimental to the
interests of projects in
Telangana serving acute
drought-prone fluoride af-
fected basin areas apart
from the settled ayacuts of
Nagarjuna Sagar Project
command downstream of
Srisailam project in addi-

tion to the drinking water
needs of Hyderabad. More-
over, Telangana was plead-
ing before the Krishna
Water Disputes Tribunal-II
(KWDT-II) to allocate
water giving priority to the
inside in basin projects. Fur-
ther, the very question of al-
lowing  Pothireddypadu
Head Regulator (PRP HR)
during flood flows is under
adjudication by the KWDT-
IT under Section 89 pro-
ceedings.

Muralidhar requested the
KRMB to restrain AP from
modifying the scope of TGP
and adding new compo-
nents based on the Krishna
waters without proper ap-
provals from officials con-
cerned.



STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

At least three persons, in-
cluding a 7-year-old, were
washed away in separate in-
cidents as heavy rains con-
tinued to lash several areas,
especially those in the
northern districts of the
State, paralysing normal life
and snapping road connec-
tivity on Tuesday.

Two persons — Kudukala
Gangamallu and his seven-
year-old son Vishnuvardhan
were washed away in flood-
waters near Mallannapet of
Gollapalli mandal of Jagitial
district. Gangamallu and his
son Vishnuvardhan went to
Mallannapet on a two-
wheeler. On their way back,
they got washed away in the
floodwater while crossing a
low-level bridge between
Vengalapur-Mallannapeta,
Their bodies were fished out
by police,

In another incident, three
shepherds along with 350
sheep got stranded on an is-
land surrounded by flood-
watets near Vemulakurthi
in Ibrahimpatnam mandal of
Jagitial district, Residents of
Vemullakurthi — Basa So-
manna, Alkunta Lasmanna
and Nemuri Chinna
Ashanna went to an island in
River Godavari four days
ago. Their attempts to cross
the river on Tuesday turned
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Rain fury across northern TS

Three washed away in separate incidents; Karimnagar, Nizamabad and Warangal bear the brunt

g

People stranded at Katakshapur following heavy rain in Atmakur mandal of Hanamkonda on Tu

futile as SRSP project gates
were opened to release
water downstream.

At Siddipet, a person was
reportedly washed away in
floodwaters at Pocharamji
village. Locals managed to
retrieve the body. The erst-
while districts of Karimna-
gar, Nizamabad and Waran-
gal bore the brunt of heavy

rains as many low-lying
areas were inundated, road
connectivity got snapped
and normal life was affected,
With rivulets, streams, lakes
and other water bodies
overflowing, rainwater en-
tered many residential
areas. In Warangal, Laksh-
miganapathi colony, Mad-
huta Nagar, Santoshimatha

colony, NTR Nagar, Brun-
davan Colony, Sai Nagar,
Mysaiah Nagar, Kashi
Kunta, BR Nagat and CR
Nagar were left under
sheets of water,

Traffic on NH163 was sus-
pended for several hours as
the water from the Kakatk-
shapur tank overflowed
onto the highway near

74 / i

esday. — Photo: Gotte Venkat

Katakshapur village of At-
makut mandal, Sitcilla town
was under deluge. Follow-
ing the instructions of Mu-
nicipal Administration and
Utban Development Minis-
ter KT Rama Rao, officials
set up relief camps and
shifted residents from low-
lying areas.

(SEE PAGES 4,7)

KCR puts
officials on
high alert

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

‘With torrential rains lash-
ing across the State, Chief
Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao asked the
State administration to re-
main on high alert and di-
rected officials concerned
to take all measures to
safeguard people. He
asked the entire State gov-
ernment machinery in-
cluding the District Col-
lectors to remain vigilant
and take timely action to
prevent loss of lives and
property.

The Chief Minister,
who is currently stationed
in New Delhi to meet the
Union Ministers on vari-
ous pending issues pet-
taining to Telangana State,
held a teleconference with
the officials and reviewed
the flood situation in the
State in the wake of heavy
rains, He spoke to Chief
Secretary Somesh Kumar
ovet the phone and issued
instructions on the meas-
ures to be taken.

(SFE PAGE 4)
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With the water bodies get-
ting huge inflows due to in-
cessant rains for the last few
days, the gates of at least
four irrigation projects on
Godavari basin were opened
by the Irrigation Depart-
ment officials to release
water downstream.

For the last five days, the
officials were opening the
gates of Sriram Sagar project
and releasing 3.50 lakh
cusecs of water. On Tues-
day, 33 out of 42 gates of the
project were lifted to release
water downstream. The
project is currently receiv-
ing 3.50 lakh cusecs of in-
flows, said officials.

They said that more gates
might be opened after one
gate of Nizam Sagar project
was opened on Tuesday.
“We opened one gate of
Nizam Sagar project and re-
leasing 5,300 cusecs of water
which will first reach Man-
jeera River and later Sriram
Sagar project,” said Ka-
mareddy Executive Engi-
neer (Trrigation) Solomon.

The Nizam Sagar project
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Gates of four irrigation projects lifted
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Water being released from Nizamsagar project following heavy rains, in Nizamabad on Tuesday.

was receiving 2,400 cusecs
of inflows from Singur Dam,
Pocharam and Haldi Vagu.
Eighteen gates each of Mid
Manair reservoir and Lower

Manair Dam were cpened to
release 1.06 lakh and 2.62
lakh cusecs of water down-
stream. The Mid Manair and
Lower Manair Dam were re-

ceiving 87,710 and 2.72 lakh
cusecs of inflows. Officials
of Priyadarshini Jurala Proj-
ect (PJP) on Krishna basin
lifted 11 gates and releasing

e S

1.051akh cusecs of water into
Srisailam project. PJP was
receiving 93,500 cusecs of
inflows from upstream
areas, officials said.
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Heavy rains put life out
of gear in north TS dists

Sircilla gets flooded; man and son washed away in Jagtial

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 7

Heavy rains continued to
wreak havoc in north
Telangana districts on
Tuesday, sweeping away
people, vehicles, bridges
and buildings. Undivided
Warangal, Karimnagar,
Nizamabad, Adilabad and
Khammam districts
received extremely heavy
rainfall of above 20 cm.

A man and his son got
washed away in floodwa-
ters in Jagtial district due
the heavy downpour. While
the body of the six-year-old
boy was found, the where-
abouts of his father is not
yvet known. This incident
took place near Mallanna-
pet of Gollapalli mandal of
Karimnagar district.

Sircilla town was flooded
due to heavy rains. The
newly-inaugurated inte-
grated collectorate complex
was inundated. Several
localities in the town were
submerged in the food.
Cars and two wheelers were
washed away in flood
water.

The scaifol'ding of an underconstruction bridge across the

Mulavagu canal collapsed due to heavy rains at

Vemulawada in Rajanna Sircilla district on Tuesday.

According to Telangana
State Development Plann-
ing Society, Nadikuda in
Warangal Rural district
recorded the maximum
rainfall of 38.8 cm during
the last 24 hours on Tues-
day, Malliala in Karim-
nagar recorded 30 cm rain-
fall while Bornapalli in the
same district witnessed 29.3
cm rainfall.

-DC

A total of 14 places in
Warangal Rural, Karim-
nagar, Jayashankar Bhupa-
Ipally, Warangal Urban,
Rajanna Sircilla, Mulugu
and Bhadradri Kothagu-
dem districts recorded
extremely heavy rainfall of
above 20 cm.

M Page 2: KTR orders faster
relief work at Sircilla

KCR REVIEWS RAIN
FURY, OFFICIALS
PUT ON ALERT

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 7

Chief Minister K. Chandra-
shekar Rao, who is on a
visit to Delhi, reviewed the
situation in Telangana on
Tuesday in view of heavy
rains and floods that con-
tinue to batter the state for
the past few days.

A release issued by the
Chief Minister's Office
(CMO) stated that Chandr-
ashekar Rao spoke to Chief
Secretary Somesh Kumar
over phone to review the
situation and issued direc-
tions.

The Chief Minister want-
ed district collectors and
the state administration to
remain alert and take
appropriate measures.

= Page 2: CM asks MLAs,
MPs to help people

Deccan Chronicle- 08- September-2021

FLoob | THREAT - KGR directs water resources department officials to be alert

CM asks MLAs, MPs to help people

From Page 1

With rivulets and lakes
overflowing due to inces-
sant rains, Rao directed
that departments be alert-
ed to minimise the incon-
venience to people in
flood-affected villages and
mandals.

Since continuous rains
are likely to affect electric-

ity supply, roads,
stormwater drains,
Chandrashekar Rao

directed the officials of
departments concerned
put on alert. Municipal
administration, panchayat
raj, roads and buildings,
and electricity depart-
ments were directed to
alert the entire staff, from
the officials to employees
working at the lowest
level.

The Chief Minister
instructed that since proj-
ects, lakes and tanks were
overflowing due to heavy

HE ALSO wanted the
NDRF and disaster man-
agement teams to be put
on standby against the
backdrop of the meteoro-
logical department issuing
warnings.

rains, steps must be taken
to ensure that people liv-
ing in low-lying areas did
not suffer. He directed the
officials of the water
resources department to

remain alert.

He also wanted the
NDRF and disaster man-
agement teams to be put
on standby against the
backdrop of the meteoro-
logical department issu-
ing warnings.

Rao directed the Chief
Secretary to undertake
rescue and relief meas-
ures in affected areas by
making alternate arrange-
ments. He said in view of
the alert by the meteoro-

logical department, disas-
ter management teams
must be kept ready to res-
cue those stranded in
affected areas.

The Chief Minister
urged the public represen-
tatives to help the affected
people in coordination
with the state administra-
tion. He appealed to the
people in rain-affected
areas not to come out of
their houses in view of
incessant rains.
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Rain ravaged MP seeks
32,043 cr from Centre

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Bhopal

THE Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment has sought 2,043 crore
from the Centre for carrying
out relief and reconstruction
works in nine districts rav-
aged by last month’s torren-
tial rains and the resultant
floods. The state sent a
detailed 140-page re-
port to the Centre de-
tailing the havoc
wreaked by the floods

in August first week.

As per the report,
9,334 people were rescued,
32,960 evacuated and 278 peo-
ple airlifted by the state po-
lice, NDRE, SDRE, Indian Air
Force, paramilitary forces
and Indian Army columns.

The flash floods damaged
1,874.18 km roads and 1,583
bridges and culverts, 939 vil-
lage panchayat buildings,

community halls and ponds.
As many as 1,700 schools and
hostels were damaged by the
floods. Further, 2,446 urban
infrastructure structures, 65
health department facilities
and 464 water resources de-
partment structures, too,
were damaged. The report
sums up that 63 develop-
ment blocks in nine dis-
tricts were affected by
the floods. Crops in
1,14,889 hectare were
affected, causing a
loss of ¥577.33 crore.
According to sources,
while the state government
is already carrying out relief
and rehabilitation measures
from its own resources, an as-
sistance of ¥2,043 crore has
been sought from the centre.
The centre has also been re-
guested to release %728 crore
as the second installment for
the SDRF.
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Nitish says Bihar’s loss
amounts to X3.8 crore

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Patna

THE Bihar government has
urged the Centre to release
%3,763.85 crore to carry out
relief works in the aftermath
of the statewide floods that
claimed the lives of 53 people
and affected over 52 lakh
people in 24 districts.
A six-member Cen-
tral team returned
to Delhi on Tues- |
day after a two-day
visit to the state to
take stock of the
ground situation.
Chief minister Nitish Ku-
mar said the government
was providing all assistanc-
es to the victims and is com-
mitted to providing adequate
crop compensation after the
final assessment.
According to an official
statement, the Bihar govern-

ment had put forth a demand
of ¥3763.85 crore, including
3661.16 crore for agriculture,
3204.14 crore for road con-
struction and %¥1469.99 crore
for the water resources
departments.
As per an initial report,
more than 500 roads were
damaged in the floods, be-
sides many link roads.
According to N Sara-
van Kumar, principal
secretary of agricul-
ture department, the
flood damaged stand-
ing crops on 4,91,980
hectares, and the loss was
pegged at 3667.94 crore in 24
districts under 2,588 pancha-
yats as on September 7.
According to officials, the
Central team visited many
flood-affected districts and
reviewed the situation.
Based on the assessment, the
Centre would release funds.
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TS reels under floods

“F—‘———-'

KCR G o]

puts entire J

state admin
on alert

_ HANs NEWS SERVICE

HYDERABAD: With
torrential rains lashing the : == —— e
State [:'01' th|e past two days, Women with essentials flee from their flooded homes to safer location, in Warangal on Tuesday

Chief Minister K Chan- Photo: G Shyam Kumar
drashekar Rao has asked
the administrationtobe in
astate of high alert and di-
rected the officials con-
cerned to take all measures
to safeguard the people. He
asked the entire govern-
ment machinery, including
the District Collectors, to
remain vigilant and take
timely action to prevent
any loss of lives and prop-
erty. Following heavy
downpour, several streams
and rivulets are in spate.
Orange alert has been is-
sued for Adilabad district.
Other affected districts
havebeen given Yellow
alert. Siricilla was the worst
hit among north Telangana
districts, which were lashed
by heavy rains on Tuesday.
Special teams equipped
with boats have been de-
ployed to rescue stranded
people from the low-lying
areasin the districts of
Warangal, Karimnagar and
Adilabad districts.
Continued on Page 7

-
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(Godavari water mark reaches
33 feet at Bhadrachalam

HANS NEWS SERVICE
KOTHAGUDEM

DUE to heavy rains on Tues-
day across the district, the wa-
ter levels in river Godavri
seems to have rised upto 33
feet mark in BBhadrachalam.

The concerned officers said
that if the water level contin-
ues to rise and reaches the
mark 43, afirst alert will be is-
sued to the public and it if
reaches 53 mark then a final
warning alert will be issued. It
is noticed that the irrigation
projects in Kothagudem dis-

Officials lift 19 gates in Taliperu project

trict is receiving huge inflows
in the wake of continuous
downpour.

It is learnt that 19 gates at
the Taliperu project at Cherla
were lifted to release about
36,700 cusecs of water down-
stream.

Similarly, the Pedavagu
project in Aswaraopet mandal
and Lothuvagu and Isukavagu
in Aswapuram mandal were
seen overflowing. Inthe same
manner the Kinnerasani, Tal-
iperu projects were filled with

floodwater.In the meantime,
district people were relieved
as no rains was registered in
last 24 hours. The concerned
officers visited colonies which
were submerged with rain wa-
ter and rescue operations
were carried out. Similarly,
the coal production resumed
on Tuesday in the SCCL open
cast mines of Kothagudem,
Yellandu, Manugur and Sathu-
palli areas after it was inter-
rupted due to heavy rain falls
on Monday.
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he monsoon in India hasbeen

adampsquibso far. The rain-

fall deficit over 1 June to 6

September stood at 9% of the

long-period average (from
1961 to 2010). August hasbeen particu-
larly disappointing with nearly 24%
below normal rainfall.

Assuch, waterreservoir levelsaren’t
high enough. Data pub-
lished on 2 September
from the Central Water
Commission shows live
storage available in 130
reservoirsin Indiastands
at almost 65% of their
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India hasn’t seen a strong monsoon
so far, but there's no need to fret yet

comforting factors.

While rainfall distribution in 2021 has
been patchy, economistssay it hasbeen
largely supportive with most of the key
foodgrain-producing states getting the
normal amount. Crop sowing for the
Kharifseason hasbeen remarkable too.

Further, the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has said rainfall in
September is most likely to be above
normal (more than 110% of the long-pe-
riod average).

WAIT AND WATCH

RESERVOIR levels
at 65% of live storage
capacity are lower
than last year (80%
of last year's level)

ade.

“As per our irrigation coverage and
agri GVA (gross value added) weighted
rainfall indicator, India’s rain deficit is
only 3%belownormal and is much bet-
ter than the drought year (CY14-and 15)
deficits of 17-18%,” analysts from JM
Financial Institutional Securities Ltd
said inal Septemberreport.

Thereportadded, “The irregular pat-
ternofrainfallin July-August 21, how-
ever, impacted agri-related investments
including tractor sales but
the overall growth trend
islikely to revert back, as

INDIA'S farm sector ANY adverse our checks Sucrgcst_"
depends heavilyon ~ outcome with regard What -lhuurl‘(mtl infla-
the timely arrivaland  to the September L iy, ; :
spread of rainfall rainfall could impact ~ tion? JM Financial ana-
uring monsoon farm output lysts point out, “Going

forward, barring any

total live storage capacity.
Thelive storage available
is 80% of the live storage of the corre-
sponding period of last year and 94% of
storage of the average of last ten vears.

India’s farm sector depends heavily
on the timely arrival and spread of rain-
fall during the monsoon season. By
extension, the rural economy’s income
and, therefore, demand too is guided by
rains. Expertsare not too anxious yet on
the rainfall, sayving that there are some

“The surplusrainfallin Septemberis
expected tolower the full season (June
to September) deficit to 4.8% from 9%
deficit currently,” wrote Gaura Sen
Gupta,aneconomist at IDFC First Bank,
inareport on 2 September. Encourag-
ingly, this month has begun well.

Tobe sure, in 2021, we are far better
placed versus the drought scenarios
seeninsome of the yearsin the past dec-

extreme climatic shock,
food inflation is expected to be con-
tained in mid-single digits in 2HFY22,
primarily due to the subdued outlook on
cereal and vegetable inflation.”
Nevertheless, how the September
rainfall shapes up needs to be moni-
tored closely. Any adverse outcome
would impact farm output, Capital Eco-
nomics said in its India Economics
Update.

Not alarming yet

JM's rainfall coverage indicator (weighted by irrigation coverage and agri GVA by
states) shows weakness from last year, but it is much better than drought years.

20

Note: GVA is gross value added; LPA is long period average

“Production of monsoon crops
(kharif) hassteadily declined asa share
oftotal agricultural output, from 60%in
1990 to under 50% now. Agriculture’s
share in GDP (gross domestic product)
hasalso fallen, from 30% in 1990 to 15%
now,” said the firm.

The upshot isthat the health of farms
would be determined by not just the
southwest monsoon, butalso the north-
east winds.

All India rainfall

(% deviation from LPA)

[ M rain coverage indicator

Source: CMIE, JM Financial

SATISH KUMAR/MINT

“While both spatial distribution of
rainfall and sowing trend indicate lim-
ited impact on kharif sowing, there
could be arisk to rabi cropsifreservoir
levelsdip further. Good reservoirlevels
are essential for rabi crops, which are
mostly reliant on irrigation facilities,”
pointed out the IDFC report.

As such, India’s rural economy
prospects may well hinge on how wet
September is.
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Heavy rains batter T’gana,
KCRissuesalert

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, 7SEPTEMBER

With the India Meteorolog-
ical Departmentpredicting
heavy to very heavy rainfall
in the next two days, chief
minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao has asked the state
administration to beon high
alert as most of the rivers,
streams and rivalets are
alreadyin spate due to heavy
rains lashing the state for the
past few days.

Manyof thedistrict towns
have already been flooded,
roads to villages cut off and
people had to be shifted
from their homes in low
lvingareastosafesheltersby
district ad ministration.

The CM is in Delhi cur-
rently but held a telecon-
ference with officials during
the day and reviewed the sit-
unation. He also spoke to
chief secretary Somesh
Kumar who is in touch with
district collectors and other
officials.

Telangana has been
receiving copious amount of
rainfall this monsoon and for

the pastfewdays alow pres-
sure area in Bay of Bengal
have contributed to heavy
rains. A red alert was issued
for five districts including
Peddapally. Bhadradri Koth-
agudem, Jayashankar Bhu-
palapally, Mulugu and Kham-
mam for today IMD has
issued red alert for districts
like Adilabad, Kumaram
Bheem Asifabad, Nirmaland
Nizamabad over next 48
hours. Infact irrigation pro-
jectsin erstwhile Adilabad dis-
trict have already received
copious flowsfromupstream.

Districts like Rajanna-
Sircilla, Warangal and Kham-
mam have beenwitnessing
incessant rain and conse-
quently severe flooding.
Water entered several resi-
dential colonies and roads
have been cut-off. Karim-
nagar city was also badly
flooded with cars floating
away and roads submerged.

State minister Gangula
Kamalakar visited the low
lying areas and promised to
drain out the floodwater as
soon as possible. The road
between Vemulwada and

Karimnagar was cut-off due
to heavyrains while anunder
construction bridge over
Mula Vagu river along with
its scaffolding collap sed due
to torrential rain. The bridge
was being built at the cost of
Rs 28 crore. In Sircilla police
personnelrescued 150 peo-
ple after their houses were
marooned.

The mini Tank Bund has
overflowed. Water entered the
newly constructed district col-
lectorate as well as the bus
terminus complex. Teams
of Disaster Response Force
inHyderabad has been sent
to Sircilla for rescue opera-
tions.

The CM directed the offi-
cials to assess the impact of
the heavy rains onpower sup-
ply, roads and other infra-
structure and take decisions.
The NDRF and disaster man-
agement teams have been
kept on standby. Elected
representatives too have
been asked to be present in
their respective constituen-
cies and coordinate with
official in providing relief
Imeasures.
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