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QOut of the 403 encroachments along the Chitlapakkam lake, 374 are by way of housing sites, the government said | exeress

Removal of encroachments along
Chitlapakkam lake soon: govt

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

THE State government on
Thursday informed the Madras
High Court that 403 encroach-
ments have been identified
along the Chitlapakkam lake
and that action has been initi-
ated to remove them soon.

The encroachments were
found spread over 83.89 acres of
the waterbody classified as eri.
Out of the 403 encroachments,
374 are by way of housing sites,
government pleader V
Jayaprakash Narayanan
submitted.

The State government also
said that notices have been is-
sued to the violators under the
Tamil Nadu Protection of

Tanks and Eviction of En-
croachment Act, 2007.

The submissions were made
on a plea moved by NGO Arap-
por Iyakkam. According to the
petitioner; it wanted to protect
the Chitlapakkam lake, spread
over 101.4 acres by forming a
bund around it along with a
pathway, by removing the
encroachments.

The NGO had also sought to
restrain officials from convert-
ing the lake and its adjoining

Notices have beenissued (to
@ the encroachers) under the

Tamil Nadu Protection of
Tanks and Eviction of
Encroachment Act, 2007

Jayaprakash Narayanan,
government pleader

areas into a park, landfill or
garbage dump, and have the
waterbody subsequently con-
nected with the lakes at Selaiy-
ur and Sembakkam.

The First Bench of Chief
Justice Sanjib Banerjee and
Justice Senthilkumar Rama-
moorthy adjourned the plea to
eight weeks for the State gov-
ernment to file a status report.

Earlier, the Bench had ob-
served, “...the cities would die
if waterbodies are killed, and
even flats are now getting flood-
ed because they are choked.
There is a complete lack of in-
tention on the part of the State
to protect waterbodies. We
would like to see earthmoving
machines being deployed to re-
move such encroachments.”
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Jal Shakti Ministry to
start annual planning
of JJM with states today

NEW DELHI: The Jal Shakti
Ministry will roll out the annual
planning exercise of the Jal Jee-
van Mission with states and UTs
from Friday. The ministry in a
statement on Thursday said this
is a month-long exercise by a
committee chaired by Secretary,
Department of Drinking Water
and Sanitation, with members
from different central ministries,
departments and NITI Aayog.

The committee carries out a
rigorous scrutiny of the proposed
Annual Action Plans (AAP) pre-
pared by states and UTs before
finalising them. Thereafter,
funds are released throughout

the year, and regular field visits
and review meetings are held to
ensure implementation of these
AAPs to achieve the goal of the
Jal Jeevan Mission. "As the Jal
Jeevan Mission Har Ghar Jal
announced on August 15, 2019,
to provide Functional House-
hold Tap Connection (FHTC)
to every rural home by 2024,
enters its third year of imple-
mentation with a central grant
of Rs 50,011 crore in 2021-22,
the National Jal Jeevan Mission,
Ministry of Jal Shakti is set to
roll out the annual planning
exercise with states/ UTs from
April 9," the ministry said. MwosT
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80 hazardous ponds in Karnal
distto be cleaned, redeveloped

PARVEEN ARORA
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
KARNAL, APRIL 8
As many as 80 ponds of the
district, which have become a
health hazard for residents,
will be reclaimed by the Pan-
chayati Raj Institution (PRI)
during the pre-monsoon and
monsoon period under the
“Catch the rain” campaign, a
national-level ~ programme
launched by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi last month.
Under the campaign, these
ponds will not only be cleaned
but also desilted for water con-
servation, the capacity of these
ponds will also be increased.
Besides, efforts will be made
to treat the water, so that it will
be used for agriculture pur-
pose. These works will be done
under Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGREGA)
funds and the Swachh Bharat
Mission, said Gaurav Kumar,
District Nodal Officer for the
“Catch the rain” project.

FOURBEING DEVELOPED AS MODEL ONES

B There are 971 ponds in the district, including 946 in

rural areas

® Of them four ponds are being developed as model
ponds situated in Sagga, Padha, Kachwa and
Gonder villages, while the water of 105 ponds is
being treated with the help of wetland technology.

®A pond in Samora village is being treated with the
help of biodigester technology.

“After the cleaning and
desilting of these waterbodies,
we will be able to conserve the
rain water,” he said, adding
that the number of such ponds
will also be increased in the
coming days. “I have directed

the officials concerned to
speed up the implementation
of this project as this is the
right time for redeveloping
ponds,” he added.

There are 971 ponds in the
district, including 946 in rural

areas, of them four ponds are
being developed as model
ponds situated in Sagga, Pad-
ha, Kachwa and Gonder vil-
lages, while the water of 105
ponds is being treated with the
help of wetland technology. A
pond in Samora village is
being treated with the help of
biodigester technology. As
many as 80 ponds have been
identified so far for the pur-
pose of water conservation,
said Ramphal, SE, Panchayati
Raj Institution.

Apart from it, beautifica-
tion of these ponds will also
be done by growing plants,
he added. Tejinder Singh
Teji, member, Haryana Pond
and Waste Water Manage-
ment Authority, said the
Haryana Government had
constituted the Pond and
Waste Water Management
Authority for the rejuvena-
tion of waterbodies across
the state. The authority has
started work and it has
asked the PRI and Irrigation
Department for the redevel-
opment of these ponds.
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FROM THE VIEWSROOM

It gets worse each summer

Water nightmares are back, but are the right lessons being learnt?

The northern and eastern States are staring at a water
crisis, with an early summer threatening to make mat-
ters worse. The latest Central Water Commission data on
reservoir levels (as on April 8) makes for grim reading. The
eight reservoirs being monitored by CWC in Punjab, Hary-
ana, Himachal Pradesh and Rajasthan are filled up to just 21
per cent of their live storage capacity, against 48 per cent in
the corresponding period last year and the 10 year average of
33 per cent.

The 20 reservoirs being monitored in the
eastern States have water up to37 per cent of
their live storage capacity, against 57 per
cent last year and the decadal average of 45
per cent. The levels of 42 reservoirs in the
western States, at 49 per cent, are above the
decadal average of 34 per cent. In the south-
ern States, too, the current levels of 37 reser-
voirs at 38 per cent is 15 percentage points
more than the 10 year trend. However, a long, scorching sum-
mer with a delayed monsoon could create difficulties for
these regions as well. It has been observed (as pointed by the
Twelfth Plan document) that the monsoon months report
more dry days and thereby high temperatures - amidst sud-
den spells of almost violent rain. This does not help preserve
surface and groundwater levels, more so amidst widespread
deforestation and mindless urbanisation.

Alate monsoon helps the rabi crop but the subsequentdry
wave and the onset of early summer reduces surface water
levels. In the Himalayan States, snowfall cover is reported to
be atits lowest in recent years.

Uttarakhand needs to be saved from ecological cata-
strophe. Its hills have been gouged out by JCBs to make dams
and roads. Tourism needs to be checked in catchment areas.
The water demand of metros needs to be managed by reviv-
ing local water bodies. For water management, agriculture
practices alone are not to blame. An infra-led approach to de-
velopment can be damaging.

A Srinivas
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Nor any drop

to drink?

KAMAL NARAYAN
OMER

The author is CEO, IHW Council

Making clean, piped water available in a
water-stressed country

HENNAI GETS AN average of 1,400 mm rain-

falleveryyearandyet,in 2019, it had to bring

truckloads of drinking water forits residents.

This isn’t a surprise, as the Aqueduct Water

Risk Atlas released by the World Resources
Institute ranks India 13thamong the world’s 17 extremely
water-stressed countries. It means the demand for water
here exceeds the available volume, or that poor quality lim-
its its use. Cities such as Delhi, Chennai, Bengaluru, Hyder-
abad, Nashik, Jaipur,Ahmedabad and Indore face ‘extreme
risk’ of crunch in steady availability of drinking water.
Every country must provide its citizens with safe access to
drinking water. But in a vast country like India, it is easier
said than done. Lack of access to clean drinking water can
adversely impact an Indian’s right to life and hinder ful-
filling the UN Sustainable Development Goal 6 (SDG6)—
ensuring inclusive access to clean water and sanitation
facilities. Togetherwith sanitation,clean drinking wateris
critical to mitigate the risk of water-borne infections and
enable people to earn their livelihoods—the cities at risk
are economic hubsand securing water resources willbean
important consideration for businesses to ensure conti-
nuity of their operations.

Clean drinking water in India

Access to clean and safe-to-use piped water at home is
afeature in middle-class urban residential quarters,but s
stilla pipe-dream forthose living in community set-ups—
urban slums and rural areas. Answering a question in the
Lok Sabha, the Ministry of Jal Shakti stated that 3.27 crore
rural households, of a total of 17.87 crore, get water
through pipe connections—so,access to clean, treated and
safe water is only available to 18% of India’s rural house-
holds.While treating water to get rid of impurities and pol-
lutants incurs a cost, providing adequate or supply water
features as a prominent election promise, and a sizeable
chunk of it is provided for free. There are two problems
here: firstly, unviable economies of scale. For example, in
Delhi where 20,000 litres of water per household is free,
the fee for extra consumption is ¥28 per month. But what
is the cost of clean water? It is intriguing to see practically
no discussion around it, but if private estimates are to be
believed, getting onelitre of clean drinking water, sourced
from borewells and treated through reverse osmosis (RO)
in a micro industrial setup, costs about ¥200. The gap is
telling. This brings us to the second problem—we fail to
value this finite natural resource. Examples range from
leaving the tap running as one brushes teeth orabundance
of bathtubs in the luxury hospitality sector. Estimates
show that soaking in a bathtub needs about 370 litres of
water every time, while taking a showerrequires 70 litres;
some may argue a bucket-and-mug can help save more.

Awareness and engagement for better coverage

While policymakers need to assess if access to cleanand
safe piped drinking water is provided for free, it is time for
increasing popular involvement to increase access. Possi-
ble measures for rationalisation of water use and inculcat-
ing water-saving habits may include:

M Incentivising solutions such as rainwater har-
vesting (RWH): This can prove beneficial in cities, towns
that don’t have direct access to water sources for supply.
Smaller cities such as Surat in Gujarat and Gwalior and
Jabalpurin Madhya Pradesh have set examples—the Surat
Municipal Corporation has made RWH mandatory for new
buildings with a plot size of more than 4,000 sq-mt and
provides subsidy of up to ¥2,000,while the other two cities
incentivise a building owner with a 6% rebate in property
tax in the year of completion of RWH construction.

M Information, education and communication for
behaviour change: Sustained communication forinduc-
ing change in the way people use water s critical to ensure
wider availability. The government also needs to sensitise
people tohelp them understand the importance of graded
tariff for water for domestic use better and balance dis-
torted recovery of cost and help in expanding coverage.

M Rationalisation of water usage for agricultural
and industrial purposes, two of the biggest consumers
of water, is critical: Besides this, innovative ways to use
water for regular jobs, such as washing solar panels, and
creating artificial aquifers to assist the recharge and recov-
ery of groundwater systems, can help.
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