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At %23k crore, revised cost estimate
of Yettinahole project sees 100% rise

Times News NeTwork

Bengaluru: The cost of the
much-delayed Yettinahole
drinking water project has
seen a 100% jump over the
past decade and is expected
to rise even further by the
time the project is complet-
ed. The project was con-
ceived to provide drinking
water to Hassan, Tumakuru,
Kolar, Chikkaballapur, Ben-
galuru Rural and Ramana-
gara districts.

The Basavaraj Bommai
cabinet, which met on
Thursday, approved revised
estimates of Rs 23,251 crore
for the project. When the
project was first proposed,
the cost was estimated at
around Rs 12,000 crore. “The
cost is escalating mainly be-
cause of the high cost of
land,” said JC Madhuswamy;
law and parliamentary af-
fairs minister.

Madhuswamy revealed
that farmers in Tumakuru,
whose land the government
plans to acquire to build a
tank to store water from Yet-
tinahole, are demanding
higher compensation. The
government had identified
some 5,860 acres across Tu-
makuru and Doddaballapur
taluks to build a tank.

“While the guidance val-
ue for one acre of land in
Doddaballapur taluk is
around Rs 8 lakh, it is only
Rs 2 lakh in Tumakuru ta-
luk, but Tumakuru farmers
are seeking equal compensa-
tion,” he said.

In other decisions, to im-
prove the financial health of
all five electricity supply
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companies, the cabinet
cleared Rs 8,014 crore sub-
sidy dues the government
had accumulated. Total
dues, accumulated since
2003, stand at Rs 15,270 crore,
the minister said.

The cabinet also ap-
proved a grid-connected
1,000 MW pumped hydro

storage power project at a
cost of Rs 4,000 crore. The
project will be implemented
with private investment.
“This will be the state’s first
project to store electricity,”
Madhuswamy said.

The cabinet approved re-
lease of Ks 100 crore to pur-
chase 921 air-conditioned

electric buses for Bengaluru
Mahanagara Transport Cor-
poration under the Union
government’'s FAME scheme.

Karnataka Housing
Board's proposal to build a
commercial complex and a
multiplex at a cost of Rs 138
crore in Suryanagar Layout
also got the nod.
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135-YEAR-OLD
MALABAR HILL
RESERVOIR TO BE
REBUILT BY BMC

MUMBAI: The 135-year-old Mal-
abar Hill reservoir will be
reconstructed by the BMC, start-
ing next month. The F450-crore
project, which will take nearly
seven to eight years, will
increase the reservoir’s capacity
from 147 MLD (million litres per
day) to 191 MLD. The reservoir
at present supplies water pri-
marily to A and D wards com-
prising areas like Nariman
Point, Cuffe Parade, Church-
gate, Colaba, Girgaon, Nepean
Sea Road, and the entire Mala-
bar Hill area. >PT
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BMC to rebuild Malabar Hill
reservoir from next month

Linah Baliga

leena.baliga@htlive.com

MUMBAI: The water supply in
south Mumbai will be aug-
mented as the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC) is
all set to start reconstructing
the 135-year-old Malabar Hill
reservoir in January. The ¥450-
crore project, which will take
nearly seven to eight years, will
increase the reservoir’s capacity
from 147 MLD (million litres per
day) to 191 MLD.

Vasant Gaikwad, deputy chief
engineer, BMC's water supply
department, said, “It will take at
least a month to obtain permis-
sions for cutting trees, finalise
drawings, and complete the
technical process. Soon after,
we can begin the work.”

The work will be done in pha-
ses because it is a service reser-
voir and also due to space con-
straints, the civic official said.
“We have to ensure that we
maintain the water flow and
simultaneously reconstruct it
without disturbing the supply in
the island city. We will do it in
phases. We will set up a tank
with a low capacity and isolate
each of the seven chambers
present in the reservoir. Every

water is pumped through Vaitarna.

time a chamber is demolished
its water will be transferred to
the new tank.”

The reservoir at present sup-
plies water primarily to Aand D
wards comprising areas like
Nariman Point, Cuffe Parade,
Churchgate, Colaba, Girgaon,
Nepean Sea Road, and the entire
Malabar Hill area.

“With the rise in population
the demand for water has gone
up. So, we have decided to boost
the capacity of the recon-
structed reservoir to 191 MLD
from 149 MLD,” Gaikwad said.

[tis located at a hillock below

HTPHOTO

Hanging Gardens and water is
pumped through Vaitarna, one
of the seven sources of water
supply for Mumbai. It is also
one of the first artificial water
reservoirs built to meet the
city’s day-to-day requirements.

A structural audit of the res-
ervoir was conducted in 2019.
The standing committee had in
February passed a proposal to
reconstruct it, much before the
deliberative wing of the BMC
became defunct in March. M/S
Skyway Constructions has been
appointed by the BMC to exe-
cute the project.
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Need to urgently fix basics of water,
education and health: BCG’s Sinha

Failure to expedite a water pricing policy in the face of a plummeting water table risks droughts, unrest in a decade’s time,

says Boston Consulting Group's India chief; urges doubling spending on education, health to tap the demographic dividend

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

fix the ‘fundamental
gaps’ in areas like wa-
ter, health, education, be-
sides addressing the ‘in-
consistent’  policies  of
financial sector regulators
and refrain from ‘drum
beating’ in its pursuit of be-
coming a larger global eco-
nomy, Boston Consulting
Group’s India chief Janme-
jaya Sinha. suggested on
Thursday.
“We have foundational
and fundamental gaps

l ndia needs to urgently

g

Parched lands: To double agri productivity, we must fix water; this
is needed for internal food security, says Sinha, AKHILESH KUMAR

which stay unfixed... China
started its growth by first
fixing water,” observed Mr.
Sinha, speaking at the the

CII Global Economic Policy
Summit. “We, far away
from fixing water, mess up
water... our water pricing

is flawed. Are we talking
with urgency about water
here?” he wondered.
India's water table, he
noted, had plummeted to a
dangerous level, which
could trigger droughts in
about a decade’s time that
could spark ‘major unrest'.

‘Internal food security”
“If we don't fix water... we
can't double agricultural
productivity, which we
need for internal food se-
curity and to release the la-
hour foree,” he noted.

Mr. Sinha added that
health and education

spends also needed to dou-
ble to prevent the demo-
graphic dividend from be-
coming a ‘disaster’. “We
have an average age of 27
but that doesn't help if
there is complete lack of
productivity,” he said.
Emphasising the need
for innovation, Baba Kalya-
ni of Bharat Forge said:
“We are still a factor-driven
economy. Unless... we be-
come an innovation-driven
economy... we are not go-
ing to see the kind of per
capita income that will
drive the economy to the
goals that we have set”.
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Cabinet clears 279% rise in
Yettinahole project cost

First conceived in 2012 with
anoutlay of Rs 8,323 crore

BEMGALURL, DHNS

he Cabinet on Thursday
Tapprmred the revised

estimates of Rs 23,251
crore forthe Yettinahole drink-
ing water project, a nearly
three-time jump since it was
first conceived in 2012,

The project aims to draw 24
tmeft of water from the Yerti-
nahole river in Sakleshpur ta-
luk in Hassan district to meet
the drinking water demands
of Kolar, Chikkaballapur, Tu-
makuru, Ramanagara and
some partsof Bangalore Urban
districts.

The BJP wasin power when
itwas first approved ten years
ago and the project cost was
estimated at Bs 8,323 crore.
In 2014, it was revised to Rs
12,912 36 crore after Congress

came [0 power.,

“The cost of the project is
escalating mainly owing to the
high cost of land acquisition
under the 2013 Act. The cost
ofland acquisition has quadra-
pled, therefore the cost of all
projectsinthestate are seeing
revised estimates,” Law Minis-
ter CMadhuswanmysaid while
briefing reporters.

“The state government has
identified around 5,860 acres
of land spread across Tumak-
uru and Doddaballapur taluks
for building a tank. The guid-
ancevalueof oneacreoflandin
Doddaballapur taluk is around
Rs & lakh,itis only Rs 2 lakh in
Tumakuru taluk. So, the land
ownersof Tumakuru areseek-
ingequal compensation,”Mad-
huswamyexplained.

The Cahiner approved a

" The projectaims to draw 24 tmcft of water fromthe
Yettinaholeriver Insakleshpurtalmln Hassan district to

meet the drinking water demands of Kolar, Chikkaballapur,
Tumakuru, Ramanagara and some partsof Bangalore Urban
districts. o# FILE PHOTD

grid-connected 1,000 MW
pumped hydro storage power
project at a cost of Rs 4,000
crore. The project will be im-
plemented with private invest-
ment.

“This is going to be the
state’sfirst project tostore elec-
tricity. Using excess solar and
wind power produced by the
state, we can pump and store
water during monsoon and in

summerwe canusethis stored
water to produce electricity
and use it,” Madhuswamy ex-
plained.

In another decision, the
Cabinet approved a subsidy
of Rs 8,014 crore to all five Es-
coms o improve their financial
health. The total dues are Rs
15,270 crore which has been
accumulated since 2003, Mad-
huswamy said.

OTHER DECISIONS

m Release 42 prisoners
ahead of Republic Day for
good behaviour.

® Rs 138 crore approved
fior KHB's commercial com-
plex at Suryanagar Layout.
B Withdrawal of 39 crim-
inal cases filed against
various persons and organ-
isations.

| HC permission to be
sought to withdraw two
cases involving people's
representatives,

B Rs 88 crore for the new
Bengaluru North University
campus at Amaravathi,
Shidlaghatta.

The Cabinet also approved
the release of Rs 100 crore for
the purchase of 921 AC electric
buses by the BMTC under the
FAME scheme.

Also, the Cahinet cleared
the development of multi-sto-
rey 1,000-bed hostels in Be-
lagavi, Mangaluru, Hubbal-
li-Dharwad and Kalaburagi
at an estimated cost of Rs 458
crore,
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‘30 river linking component identified-
16 under peninsular, 14 under Himalayan’

Centre approves the implementation of Ken-Betwa river link project

OUR CORROSPONENT

NEW DELHI: The Centre
has approved the implemen-
tation of Ken-Betwa river link
project, one of the links under
peninsular rivers component
with an estimated cost of Rs
44,605 crore with central sup-
port of Rs 39,317 crore, Union
Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat said in Lok
Sabha on Thursday.

He said the Mational
Water Development Agency
(NWDA) under the Minis-
try of Jal Shakti has identified
16 links under peninsular riv-
ers component and 14 links
under Himalayan component
of National Perspective Plan
(NPP) for inter basin transfer.

Pre-feasibility reports of all
the 30 links have been com-
pleted and feasibility reports
of 24 links and detailed proj-
ect reports of eight links have

been completed, he said during
Question House.

The minister said the gov-
ernment has approved the
implementation of the Ken-
Betwa Link Project (KBLP),
one of the links under Penin-
sular Rivers Component, in
December 2021 with an esti-
mated cost of Ks 44,605 crore
with central support of Rs
39,317 crore through a special
purpose vehicle - Ken Betwa
Link Project Authority.

REPRESENTATICINAL INWGE

NWDA received 49 link
proposals from 10 states,
out of which pre-feasibility
reports of 39 link projects
and detailed project
reports of six link projects
were completed and sent to
states concerned

Further, under the intra-
state link projects, NWDA
received 49 link proposals
from 10 states, out of which
pre-feasibility reports of 39 link
projects and cetailed project
reports of six link projects were
completed and sent to states
concerned, he zaid,

Shekhawat said the large
temporal and spatial varia-
tion in availability of water
in country leads to recurrent
floods in some parts, while

some other parts experience
drought. Interlinking of rivers
programme has been envisaged
to reduce regional imbalance in
the availability of water.

The NPP for water
resources development was
formulated by the government
of India in 1980 for providing
storages and transfer of surplus
waters to water deficit regions
50 as to mitigate the effect of
annually recurring floods and
also to minimise the

incidence of droughts, he
said.

The minister said the NPP
would give additional benefits
of 25 million hectares of irri-
gation from surface waters, 10
million hectares by increased
use of ground water, 34,000
MW of hydropower genera-
tion and other benefits like
augmenting domestic and
industrial water supply, navi-
gational facilities, employment
generation, fisheries, salinity
control, pollution abatement,
el

Replying to another ques-
tion, Shekhawat said the gov-
ernment is implementing Jal
Jeewan Mission - Har Ghar Jal,
since August, 2019, in partner-
ship with states, to make provi-
sion of potable tap water supply
in adequate quantity, of pre-
scribed quality and on regular
and long-term basis to every
rural household by 2024,
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Ingen Tech to

set up data system
for managing
water resources

| ]
Qur Bureau
Bengaluru

Ingen Technologies, a subsidi-
ary of Weather Risk Manage-
ment Services (WRMS), has
collaborated with Water Re-
source Department, Ban-
galore, Government of
Karnataka and bagged the
contract for procurement of
automatic weather station
and automatic rain gauge sta-
tionsinthe State

Under the project, Ingen
Technologies will take up the
charge of supplying, installing,
testing, commissioning and
maintaining a real-time data
acquisition system (RTDAS)
for the hydrological informa-
tion system of 16 automatic
weather stations and 237 tele-
metric rain gauge stations
(TRG) with telemetry system
across Yermarus Circle.
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