CITY BUREAU
HYDERABAD

After heavy rains on Wednesday, the
weather in Hyderabad was pleasant
throughout Thursday morning and
afternoon. The sun was hardly visi-
ble through the clouds, resulting in a
drop in the temperatures. On Thurs-
day the minimum temperature
recorded in the city was 21.2 degree
Celsius, which is at least two degrees
less than the normal,

On Wednesday night, the city ex-
perienced an average rainfall of 351
mm. Several localities in the city, in-
cluding Khairatabad, Balanagar, Sa-
roornagar and Uppal received heavy
rains. Kapra received the maximum
rainfall of 118 mm, followed by
Moulali which witnessed 114.5 mm
rain. Kukatpally, Serilingampally,
Shaikpet, Hayathnagar and Malkaj-
giri also experienced moderate rains,

According to the forecast by In-
dian Meteorological Department
(IMD)-Hyderabad, the city will wit-
ness cloudy sky throughout the day,
accompanied by light showers at iso-
lated places, for the next few days.

In a yellow thunderstorm warning
issued today, the IMD informed that
there can be water pooling on roads
and low lying areas, causing wet and
slippery roads.

It also shared that a low pressure
area is likely to form over west cen-
tral and adjoining northwest Bay of
Bengal, around northern Andhra
Pradesh and southern Odisha coasts
around ]’u]y 11.

Many districts actoss Telangana
also received heavy rainfall on
‘Wednesday night, Adilabad received
the highest rainfall of 111 mm, Several
other districts, including Ka-
mareddy, Nirmal, Kumuram Bheem,
Mulugu, Jagtial and Bhadradri Koth-
?fuudem also witnessed heavy rain-

The authorities have also posted a
five-day Orange thunderstorm warn-
ing for some of the districts of Telan-
gana. According to IMD, heavy to
very heavy rain coupled with light-
ning is likely to occur at isolated
places in Mancherial, Nirmal,
Nizamabad, Jagtial, Rajanna Sircilla,
Nalgonda, Suryapet, Warangal
(Rural), Warangal (Urban), Jangaon,
Siddipet, Adilabad, Komaram Bheem
Asifabad, Vikarabad, Sangareddy
and Nagarkurnool districts.
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Weather turns pleasant after heavy rains

City records minimum temperatures of 21.2 degree Celsius on Thursday, which is at least two degrees less than normal
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Vehicles make their way through a waterlogged stretch following heavy rains, in city on Thursday. — Photo: Rajinkanth V
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Avoid driving during downpour, police to motorists

ASIF YAR KHAN
HYDERABAD

In view of the heavy rains in the
city, the traffic police have ad-
vised motorists, especially two-
wheeler riders, to drive carefully
and take necessary precautions.
Additional Commissioner of Po-
lice (Traffic) Anil Kumar said
motorists should avoid ventur-
ing out in case of heavy down-
pour given the visibility issues,
“People commuting in cars
should also aveid driving during
heavy downpours and not take
risks. The visibility is poor dur-
ing heavy rains which could
cause accident,” he said.

The traffic police asked the
two-wheeler riders to ensure the
pillion rider also wears the hel-
met. “Tt is a must for the pillion
rider to wear helmet for their
own safety. The rule should be
followed seriously by the mo-
torists to ensure safety of both
the biker and the pillion rider in
case of an accident. And when it
rains heavy, it is better for the

Advice for four-wheelers

AVOID DRIVING IF WATER LEVEL IS ABOVE THE VEHICLE'S
EXHAUST, OR IT WILL DAMAGE ENGINE

© Drive slow to
keep control
of vehicle for

© Drive in the first gear, while keeping a gentle foot on the throttle to
maintain a constant speed. This will keep the water from entering
the engine and exhaust pipe

FOR TWO-WHEELER
RIDERS

© Make sure you wear a helmet
that has a visor fogging because
due to moisture in air, helmet
may get fogged upeasily
© Check tyres and electrical

flooding conceals | ©1f the vehicle stalls in the
middle of the road, avoid

potholes and
open drains

-

.\
two-wheeler riders to stop and
wait till it is over,” he advised.

There have been instances of
two-wheelers skidding on the
roads resulting in fatalities dur-
ing the rains, The traffic police
identified spots where traffic
slows down during the rains.
“Adequate policemen are being
deployed at such spots to
streamline the flow of traffic.

your car

push the vehicle to the left of the road

Also our personnel are equipped
with sticks and crowbars to clear
water logging,” Kumar said.

In coordination with the
Greater Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC), the traffic
police have identified water stag-
nation points and the civic body
will deploy its teams to clear the
waterlogging. Road safety expert
Vinod Kumar Kanumala said

© Do not follow heavy vehicles, as
trucks displace a large amount of
fnigg onthe ignition again | water that can enter the engine of

« If the engine gets stalled, get down from the
vehicle and signal the drivers behind you, or

componentsregulay

© Brake gently when driving in
wet weather

© Keep a safe distance from other
vehicles s :

© Keep calm and don't speed
when it's raining

maintenance is very important
during the rainy season,

“Drivers should check the air
type pressure, engine oil tank
and battery to avoid problems of
breakdown, It is utmost impor-
tant to check engine oil tank to
avoid oil spill because water and
oil on the road will lead to skid-
ding of two-wheelers,” Kumar
advised.
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SC seeks state reply
on Polavaram project

New Delhi, July 8: The
Supreme Court on Thur-
sday sought the response
of the Telangana govern-
ment and others on an
appeal filed against an
NGT order which had
accepted the recommen-
dations of a committee
relating to the Polavaram

project.
A bench of Justices S.A.
Mazeer and Krishna

Murari issued notices to
Telangana and Ponguleti
Sudhakar Reddy (original
petitioner in NGT) chal-
lenging the order of the
tribunal and tagged the
appeal with a similar mat-
ter: The apex court was
hearing the appeal filed by
Odisha government
against the September 18,
2020 order of the NGT con-

tending that it has erro-
neously accepted the
report of a committee
without affording the
state an opportunity to be
heard.

The Odisha government
argued that it was not
made a party in the plea,
there was no representa-
tive of the state on the
committee and no notice
was issued to it in the mat-
ter. The NGT on
September 18, 2020 had
accepted the report of
four member Joint
Committee comprising
Central Pollution Control
Board, Telangana State
Pollution Control Board,
Ministry of Environment
and Forests and the
District Collector, Kham-
mam.

NGT said: We are of the
view that the recommen-
dations of the Committee
need to be accepted except
the suggestion of transfer-
ring the proceedings to
the Supreme Court. The
suit  pending in  the
Supreme Court relates to
inter-se rights of the
States, which is not the
scope of proceedings in
these matters,

Moreover, the Tribunal
has no jurisdiction to
transfer proceedings to
the Supreme Court. All
other recommendations
are accepted and action
may be taken by the Proj-
ect Authority and con-
cerned States viz. AP
Chattisgarh, Odisha and
TS and the Central Water
Commission. — PTI
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Water woes: DJB V-C’s 4 am inspection of underground reservoirs

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Carrying a torch
in his hand, Delhi Jal Board Vice-
Chairman Raghav Chadha con-
ducted a surprise inspection of
underground reservoirs in west
and central Delhi around 4 am
on Thursday.

Inavideo dip shared on social
media, Chadha could be seen
inspecting various such reser-
voirs together with officials of the
water utility while it was still dark
outside.

“Inspected several water res-

ervoirs of Central & West Delhi
with @DelhifalBoard officials at
4am this morning to check water
supply. Given strict instructions
to officials to maintain pre-deter-

mined water levels at each such
reservoir so that water supply
is regular and uninterrupted,”
Chadha posted on Twitter,

In the clip, he is heard

JAL SHAKTI ABHIYAN

» Delhi L-G Anil Baijal reviewed the action plan on the Jal
Shakti Abhiyan (Urban) on Thursday and directed of-
ficials to keep the catchment areas of water bodies free
from encroachment, official sources said. He also directed
the environment department, the Delhi Jal Board, the
Delhi Development Authority and all other stokeholder
organisations to work in coordination to ensure effective
and efficient water management in the city

instructing officials to supply
water at full pressure.
Chadha also attended to

some phone calls of consumers
and asked if their issues related to
water supply had been resolved.

Meanwhile, Delhi BIP lead-
ers and workers on Thursday
staged protests against the AAP
government at different places
across the city over alleged water
crisis in the city.

At the main protest venue
near the Delhi Jal Board (D]B)
headquarters at Jhandewalan,
partymen led by Delhi BJP
president Adesh Gupta staged
a sit-in alleging lack of water
supply in some areas of the
city.

Arvind Kejriwal has no right

to remain the chief minister of

Delhi if he cannot provide clean,
drinking water to people of the
city, Gupta said.

Some other party workers
led by senior BJP leader and
former Union Minister Vijay
Goel, bathed a portrait of Kejri-
wal with dirty water at Ajmeri
Gate Chowk, alleging supply of
smelly water.

“There is an atmosphere of
angst against Kejriwal over water
supply issues. He should solve
the problems faced by the peo-
ple instead of keeping mum,”
Goel said.
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KCR for new tribunal on
Krishna water sharing

CM likely to meet PM during monsoon session of Parliament

HANS NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD

CHIEF Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao
is likely to go to New Delhi during the
monsoon session of Parliament begin-
ning from July 19. The CM is planning
tomeet Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on the State issues mainly the water dis-
putes between Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh and the constitution of new Tri-
bunal to finalise sharing of Krishna wa-
ter between the two Telugu States.
Sources said that the CM is keen to

- \
meet PM and also Union Minister of Jal
Shakti Ganjendra Singh Shekhawat after
the water sharing issues between AP and
Telangana took centre-stage in the re-
cent times. The Telangana Government

Continued from P1
“The CM is of the view that the monsoon
session of Parliament which starts from July 19
will be the right time to meet the Central authori-
ties. The other State issues would also be brought
to the notice of the Prime Minister in the meet-

ing,” they said.

was strongly opposing the construction
of the Rayalaseema Lift Irrigation
Scheme (RLIS) and the enhancement
of Pothireddypadu head regulator by the
Andhra Government. Asthe AP govern-
ment was busy writing a series of letters
to the Centre against Telangana on wa-
ter issues and hydel power generation
from Srisailam power house and the
construction of new lift schemes,
sources said the Telangana CM wanted
to meet the Central authorities, includ-
ing PM and Jal Shakti Minister.
Continued on Page 7

The CMO authorities said that KCR will fi-
nalise the schedule for Delhi visit soon after the
beginning of Parliament session. During his
visit, the TRS supremo would also meet the
newly elected Union Cabinet ministers.

The CM wanted to apprise the Union minis-
ters of the pending Telangana issues. Union
Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah, Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala Sitaraman, Minister
for Civil Aviation Jyothiradhitya Scindia, Min-
ister of Steel Ramchandra Prasad Singh and
Minister of Health and Family Welfare, and
Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers Mansukh
Mandaviya are among the ministers who KCR
will likely to meet.
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Amid Krishnariver row, Jagan
seekstodecrypolitics overwater

PRESSTRUSTOF INDIA
ANANTAPURAMU, 8JULY

With Telangana stepping up
offensive against AP over the
last few days on the Krishna
water issue, Andhra Pradesh
chief minister¥'S Jagan Mohan
Reddyon Thursday soughtto
decry the politics over water
and maintained he was only
seeking to sustain cordial ties
with neighbouring states.
Reddy, however, took strong
exception to the statements
against AP being made by
Telangana government min-
isters and the TRS legislators.
“I have not poked my fin-
ger into Telangana politics. Nei-
ther have | poked fingers into
Karnatakaand Tamil Nadupaol -
itics.Jagan will not do that

(N Y

even in fuire.”

“Weneedcordialrelations
between states and, through
that, overcome the problems,”
he observed.

This was the first time the
chief minister spoke publicly
ontheragingrowbetween AP
and Telangana after having
written letters to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and Union
Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat seeking the
Centres intervention to rein
inthe otherTelugu statefrom
goingahead with execution of
illegal projects onriver Krish-
na.

Reddy took part in the
farmers’ day celebrations at
Rayadurgam in Anantapura-
mu district on Thursday.

Further he launched sev-
eralnew projects for the agri-
culture sector onthe occasion
of his late father and former
chief ministerY 5 Rajasekhara
Reddy's birth anniversary.
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