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Farmers hopeful of
better paddy yield on

good monsoon rains

JAMMU: The paddy cultivation
has started paining momentum
over the past week across the
Jammu division with farmers
expressing satisfaction over the
good amount of rainfall under
the influence of Monsoon winds
and western disturbance over
the region.

The farmers are hopeful for
better yield this year compared
to the previous years. The culti-
vation of paddy, especially the
world-famous Basmati rice,
serves as the sole source of
income to a majority of farm-
ers in R § Pura, Marh and parts
of Samba and Kathua districts
in Jammu region.

"Paddy and maize are main
crops of the Jammu region
which are dependent on rain
water We had good pre-maon-
soon rains, The Monsoon has
also set on time which is good,”
Joint Director, Agriculture
Deepartment, A S Reen told PTL

He said the sowing of maize
that is mostly cultivated in the
rain-fed hilly areas was com-
pleted sometime back and the
trequent rains over the past
week are a blessing for the crop.

The rice cultivation in
Jammu plains and some parts
of hilly areas is in progress.
"Watering of fields from canals
and tube wells is insufficient and
the rainfall is quite essential for
the crop. especially Basmati Rice
which needs a lot of water for
irrigation,” The Basmati crop
takes 160-170 days to reach the
harvesting stage and needs a lot
of water at crucial stages for a
successful crop. Reen said the
paddy production of Tammu is
around four lakh quintals, while
two lakh quintals of rice are pro-
cured through Food Corpora-
tion of India to meet the local
demand.

Maize production is around
four lakh quintals and the
department facilitates the farm-
ers to sell their surplus produce.

He said the production of
paddy and maize can go up by

Basmati crop takes
160-170 days to
reach the harvesting
stage and needs

a lot of water at
crucial stages

25 to 30 per cent, depending on
various factors including best
quality seed, proper fertiliza-
tion and rain water.

“The department is playing
its part to ensure availability of
best quality seed and fertilizers
tothe farmers," he said, request-
ing the farmers to go for crop
insurance to avoid losses in case
of any calamity,

"Rains are beneficial for the
growth of the paddy. The suc-
cess of the crop depends on
water availahility during the
next one month and if we had
agood monsoon, we are hope-
tul of a good yield this time,"
Darshan Kumar, a farmer
trom Marh block in the out-
skirts of Jammu city said. He
said the agriculture department
employees are working in close
coordination with the farm-
ers to educate them about the
newly introduced government
schemes,

Thakur Dass said rains have
brought relief as earlier there
was a shortage of water, also
affecting the wheat crop.

The agriculture depart-
ment last week celebrated crop
insurance week to Jaunch a
mass awareness campaign for
maximum enrolment of the
farmers under the scheme lor
Kharif-2023, AGEHCIES
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The swollen Beas following incessant rain at Bhuntar in Kullu district on Saturday. Fn

Streams in spate, highways
blocked in Lahaul-Spiti dist

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MANDI, JULY B

Heavy rain caused flash floods
in water streams in Lahaul
and Spiti district, leading to
blocking of the Manali-Leh
highway, Gramphu-Kaza
highway, Manali-Rohtang
highway and Sansari-Killar-
ThirotTandi (SKTT) highway.

Around 200 tourists and
local vehicles are stranded on
the Manali-Leh highway near
Teling Nullah due to blocking
of the road. A flash flood in
the nullah brought debris on
the highway, leading to traffic
disruption. The Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) is work-
ing to restore the traffic move-
ment on the road.

The Sansari-KillarThirot-
Tandi highway, which con-
nects J&K and Chamba dis-
trict with Lahaul, is also
blocked at Mudgran in
Lahaul and Jungle Camp in
Chamba district.

During the day, a flash
flood was reported in the
Mudgran Nullah, which
flooded the road in the area.
Another flash flood occurred
in Jungle Camp Nullah,
about 5 km away from Tindi
toward the Pangi region of

LOSS SUFFERED SINCE PROPERTY LOSS
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W Jal Shakti Vibhag  ¥127.20cr - W55 houses suffer partial damage
® Public Works Dept. ¥204.04 cr - @7 shops destroyed
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® | inCentrenotified disasters land- ~ ADVISORY FOR VISITORS
slide, doudburst & flash flood) & The Lahaul-Spiti administration
® 44 in state-notified disaster has issued an advisory for the

(road accident, fire, drowning.  visitors to drive cautiously on

fall from steep rock, snake the roads in the district

bite, electrocution etc.) & There is a warning of heavy
W80 persons injured rain in the district till July 10
Chamba district, leading to  The BRO isworking to restore
the blocking of the highway.  all blocked highways.

A portion of the Gramphu-  The Lahaul-Spiti adminis-
Kaza highway was damaged tration has issued an adviso-
around 3 km away from Kok- ry for the visitors to drive
sar toward Chatru leadingto  cautiously on the roads in the

traffic disruption. Some pri-
vate vehicles and an HRTC
bus headed towards Manali
were stranded.

The Manali-Rohtang high-
way was blocked due toa mas-
sive landslide at the Dorni
Mod. Tourists had to suffer
due to the disruption of traffic
atvarious places in the region.

district, As water streams are
in spate due to heavy rain,
tourists have been advised to
avoid venturing close to
water streams. There is a
warning of heavy rain till
July 10, Mandi district wit-
nessed incessant rain today,
but no loss of life or property
was reported there.
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Farmers hopeful of better paddy
yield on good monsoon rains

PTI B JAMMU

The paddy cultivation has
started gaining momen-
tum over the past week across
the Jammu division with farm-
ers expressing satisfaction over
the good amount of rainfall
under the influence of
Monsoon winds and western
disturbance over the region.

The farmers are hopeful for
better yield this year com-
pared to the previous years.

The cultivation of paddy,
especially the world-famous
Basmati rice, serves as the sole
source of income to a majori-
ty of farmers in R § Pura, Marh
and parts of Samba and Kathua
districts in Jammu region,

“Paddy and maize are main
crops of the Jammu region
which are dependent on rain
water...We had good pre-mon-
soon rains. The Monsoon has
also set on time which is good,”
Joint Director, Agriculture
Department, A S Reen told
PTL

He said the sowing of
maize that is mostly cultivated
in the rain-fed hilly areas was
completed sometime back and
the frequent rains over the
past week are a blessing for the
crop.

The rice cultivation in
Jammu plains and some parts
of hilly areas is in progress.
“Watering of fields from canals
and tube wells is insufficient
and the rainfall is quite essen-
tial for the crop, especially
Basmati Rice which needs a lot
of water for irrigation.”

The Basmati crop takes
160-170 days to reach the har-
vesting stage and needs a lot of

water at crucial stages for a suc-
cessful crop. Reen said the
paddy production of Jammu is
around four lakh quintals,
while two lakh qumtac.ls of rice
are procured through Food
Corporation of India to meet
the local demand.

Maize production is
around four lakh quintals and
the department facilitates the
farmers to sell their surplus
produce.

He said the production of
paddy and maize can go up by
25 to 30 per cent, depending on
various factors including best
quality seed, proper fertiliza-
tion and rain water.

“The department is playing
its part to ensure availability of
best quality seed and fertilizers
to the farmers,” he said,
requesting the farmers to go for
crop insurance to avoid losses
in case of any calamity.

“Rains are beneficial for the
growth of the paddy. The suc-
cess of the crop depends on
water availability during the
next one month and if we had

d monsocn, we are hope-

of a good yield this time;”
Darshan Kumar, a farmer from
Marh block in the outskirts of

Jammu city told PTL

He said the agriculture
department employees are
working in close coordination
with the farmers to educate
them about the newly intro-
duced government schemes,

Thakur Dass said rains
have brought relief as earlier
there was a shortage of water,
also affecting the wheat crop.

The agriculture depart-
ment last week celebrated crop
insurance week to launch a
mass awareness campaign for
maximum enrolment of the
farmers under the scheme for
Kharif-2023.

Director Agriculture,
Jammu K K Sharma said the
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojna (PMFBY) will go a long

K in mitigating the financial
risk of the farmers suffering
from the crop losses and aid in
stabilizing their income,

Highlighting the achieve-
ments under the scheme,
Sharma said till date one lakh
farmers in Jammu division
have benefited from PMFBY
with the disbursement of an
amount to the tune of Rs 96
crore as settlement of claims to
these beneficiaries.
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