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Cyclone Asani, formed over
the southeast Bay of Bengal,
further intensified into a se-
vere cyclonic storm on Sun-
day evening as it moved
northwestwards in the di-
rection of north Andhra
Pradesh-Odisha coasts, the
Met department said.

The severe cyclone, on
reaching westcentral and
adjoining northwest Bay of
Bengal off north Andhra
Pradesh-Odisha coasts on
Tuesday, is very likely to re-
curve north-northeast
wards and move towards
northwest Bay of Bengal off
Odisha coast, it said.

The severe cyclonic
storm is very likely to lose
some steam thereafter and
turn into a cyclonic storm
on Wednesday and further
into a deep depression on
Thursday, the Met depart-
ment said in its forecast of
Asani's track and intensity.
Stating that the system will
not make landfall either in
Odisha or Andhra Pradesh,
India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) Director-
General Mrutyunjay Moha-
patra said the cyclone will
move parallel to the east
coast and cause rainfall from
Tuesday evening.

Odisha's Special Relief
Commissioner (SRC) PK
Jena said the State govern-
ment has made adequate
arrangement for rescue op-

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Telangana Today- 09- May-2022

Cyclone Asani intensifies
into severe storm

Likely to move northwestwards till May 10 and reach north AP, Odisha coasts: IMD

The severe cyclonic storm will lose steam in the sea and become
another cyclonic storm on May 1l and 12.

erations. "We do not see any
big danger in the State as the
system will pass around 100
kilometre off the coast near
Puri," he said. However, res-
cue teams of NDRF, ODRAF
and Fire Services are on
standby for any eventuality,
he said.

A unit of NDRF has been
deployed in Balasore and a
unit of ODDRAF was sent to
Ganjam district. ODRAF
teams are also on standby in
Krushna Prasad, Satpada,

Puri and Astarang block in
Puri district, and Jagatsingh-
pur, Mahakalpada and Raj-
nagar in Kendrapara, and
Bhadrak. All the districts
have been put on alert and
collectors have been em-
powered to undertake evac-
uation, keeping in view the
local situation, Jena said.
The IMD DG Mrutyunjay
Mohapatra has on Saturday
made it clear the cyclone
was unlikely to make land-
fall either in the coast of

KOLKATA ON ALERT

KOLKATA: The Kolkata Mu-
nicipal Corporation (KMC)
has put on alert its employ-
ees and disaster manage-
ment teams in view of the
formation of cyclonic storm
Asani, Mayor Firhad Hakim
said on Sunday.

He said the leaves of all
employees concerned are
being cancelled to deal with
any emergency evolving
due to the cyclone, which he
said is unlikely to hit the city
but will bring heavy rains in
its wake.

“We are, however, mak-
ing preparations to deal
with any eventuality if the
cyclone hits the city so that
lifeis brought back to nor-
mal as soon as possible,”
Hakim said. He said that tak-
ing lessons from the devas-
tating effects of Amphan
super cyclone in May 2020,
the KMC administration is
taking all measures. e

Odisha or Andhra Pradesh,
but will move parallel to the
coast in the sea. The IMD in
its latest bulletin said that
the the system will remain
in the form of a cyclonic
storm till on Sunday evening
and later intensify into a se-
vere cyclonic storm and will
continue to remain in this
form till May 10 night. Sub-
sequently, it will lose steam
in the sea and become an-
other cyclonic storm on
May 11 and 12.
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TN to send team to
Kerala to resolve
Siruvani water issue

Coimbatore, May 8: Tamil Nadu will soon
send a high-level team to Kerala to find a
solution regarding the release of water
from the Siruvani dam, state Municipal
Administration, Urban and Water Supply
Minister K N Nehru said on Sunday.

Noting that Kerala has to release nine
crore litres of water daily to Coimbatore
from Siruvani dam, which is the main
source for the city, but was releasing only
2.5 crore litres now resulting in shortage of
drinking water, Nehru told reporters after
laying foundation for various projects and
reviewing ongoing works.

He said Chief Minister M.K. Stalin had
already written a letter to his Kerala coun-
terpart Pinarayi Vijayan in this regard and
added that a team of officials will be soon
sent to Kerala to find a solution to the issue.

Various works like underground
drainage, drinking water and others worth
Rs 24,000 crore are going on in all the cor-
porations in Tamil Nadu, he said, adding
that the third phase of Pilloor drinking
water for Coimbatore will be completed in
another one year at a cost of Rs 750 crore.

The Minister said plans were afoot to gen-
erate electricity from biodegradable waste
from dumpyards from Chennai, Madurai
and Coimbatore and also other corpora-
tions and municipalities and necessary
technologies will be brought from Mumbai.

Earlier, Nehru laid the foundation for 263
new schemes at a cost of Rs 49.63 crore and
also opened nine completed projects car-
ried out by his department to the tune of Rs
5.59 crore and also 24x7 drinking water sup-
ply at Revathi Nagar in Coimbatore. —PTT
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TAPPED WATER WILL REACH 2 LAKH HOMES

Adityanath reviews drinking
water scheme in Jhansi

On his two-day visit to Thansi, the chief minister also
reviewed Amrit Drinking Water Scheme at Gulara village

OUR CORRESPONDENT

JHANSI/ LALITPUR: Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath reviewed the prog-
ress of a drinking water scheme
at a village in Jhansi district on
Sunday and directed officials
to complete the work on time.

He also visited Maa Pit-
ambara Peeth in Datia dis-
trict of neighbouring Madhya
Pradesh and offered prayers to
Khandeshwar Mahadev. Mad-
hya Pradesh Home Minister
Narottam Mishra welcomed
Adityanath at the temple
premises.

On a two-day visit to Jhansi,
the chief minister reviewed the
Amrit Drinking Water Scheme
at Gulara village in Chirgaon
block.

Under the scheme, tapped
water will reach two lakh
rural households, benefitting
11.5 lakh people. Adityanath
directed officials to expedite
the project.

In Bundelkhand, the drink-

Yogi Adityanath Pl

ing water project is being
implemented at a cost of Rs
10,000 crore.

Since August 2019, the cen-
tral government in partnership
with states is implementing the
Jal Jeevan Mission-Har Ghar
Jal to supply tap water to every
rural household in the coun-
try by 2024.

The chief minister also
inspected a cow shelter. He
directed the officers present to
ensure there is no stray cattle
and all are housed in cow sheds.

Speaking at a ‘Ram Katha pro-
gramme in Lalitpur, Aditya-
nath said, “Ram Rajya means
where there is no discrimi-
nation against anyone, where
one does not face any paucity,
where there is no place for any
evil, and such anideal system is
getting build in India”

“The road leading to the
establishment of Ram Rajya
will be paved when 135 crore
people of India will speak in
one voice. Work is going on in
the country to pave this way.
The benefits of government
schemes are reaching every-
one and everybody is getting
security; he said.

The chief minister Yogi
Adityanath also said, “We
have to work with unity. There
is immense strength in unity.
Lord Ram had worked with
this strength of unity. He had
identified the united strength
of India”

Adityanath said Lord Ram’s
life and teachings show the way
during major challenges.
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Dangers Above & Down Under As
Groundwater Toxic Near Landfills

TDS, Calcium, Sulphate And Magnesium Levels Far Beyond Desirable Limit

Priyangi.Agarwal

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The groundwater
nearthe landfill sites— Bhals-
wa, Ghazipur and Okhla
and the engineered sanitary
landfill at Bawana continues
to becontaminated.

Delhi Pollution Control
Committee, which had collec-
ted samples from 4-5 sites near
each landfill site in December
last year, found that total dissol-
ved solids(TDS), calcium, sulp-
hate and magnesium levels we-
re beyond the desirable limit.

Experts said consumption
of waterwith ahigh TDS level
for longer periods could be
harmful for health.

Richa Singh, programme
officer, municipal solid waste,
Centre for Science and Envi-
ronment (CSE), said, “High le-
vels of TDS are caused due to
the presence of potassium,
chloride and sodium and toxic
ions in larger amounts. Con-
sumption of water with eleva-
ted amounts of TDS for longer
periods will expose the body to
various chemicals and toxins.
It may cause chronic health
conditions like cancer, liver,
kidney failures, nervous sy-
stem disorders, weaken immu-
nity and may also cause birth
defects in the newborns. This
occurs because suspended so-
lids act as a substrate to carry
thedisease causingagents.”

“Testing of these samples
for the presence of heavy me-
tals is necessary because that
can also contribute in impar-
ting toxicity and high TDS to
groundwater,” added Singh.
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» DPCC's report shows
groundwater near landfill
sites is contaminated

> At some sites, chloride and
hardness levels were also
higher than the desired limit

> One of the main sources
of contamination in
groundwater is unsegregated
waste at the landfill sites,
leaching into the sol

The DPCC report showed
that though the desired TDS
limit for drinking water was
500 mg/1, it was up fo four ti-

mes higher at some sites. For
instance, TDS was 2,170 mg/1
at the fish market near Ghazi-
pur landfill site and 2,150 at

Bhalswa Dairy.

port stated that sulphate level
was highest at Sanoth village,
Bawana (884 mg/1) and Bhalswa
Janta Colony (826 mg/1) as aga-
instthedesived limitof 200mg/1.
Some sites near Bawana landfill
site had magnesium levels wit-
hin the desired rangeof 30mg/1
However, magnesium levels we-
re higher at all sampled sites ne-
ar Bhalswa, Ghazipur and Okh-
la. Some sites did not meet the
criteria of desired limit of chlo-
ride and hardness levels.

According to experts, the
primary source of contamina-
tion ingroundwater is unsegre-
gated waste at the landfill sites
leaching intothesoil. Shashank
Shekhar, professor, department
of geology, Delhi University, sa-
id, “The observed high level of
major irons like calcium, mag-
nesium, ete in groundwater in
close proximity to landfill site
may beattributed to leachate to
thelandfill site, whichenter and
contaminate the groundwater
within its vicinity Further in-
vestigation with regards to am-
monia and nitrate is desired to
confirm the groundwater quali-
tyinits vicinity”

“It has also been observed
that these landfill sites have
crossed their carrying capaci-
ty and it should have been pro-
posedalongtimeagothatfurt-
her dumping of garbage in
them would pollute the gro-
undwater systems and have
an undesirable environmen-
tal impact in the vicinity. It is
desired that the government
look for alternate sites or pro-

Apart from TDS, sulphate cess the waste in a scientific

and manganese were also hig:
her at most sites. The DPCC re-

way to adhere to environmen-
tallaws,” added Shekhar.
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“T'N. will send officials to
Kerala for Siruvani water’

Stalin has written to Pinarayi: Nehru

KARTHIK MADHAVAN
COIMBATORE

Tamil Nadu will soon send a
delegation of officials to Ker-
ala for the release of Siruva-
ni water, Minister for Muni-
cipal Administration K.N.
Nehru told journalists on
Sunday after inspecting the
projects the Coimbatore
Corporation had
undertaken.

“The Chief Minister had
written a letter to his Kerala
counterpart Pinaryi Vijayan
for release of Siruvani water.
The State government is yet
to receive a reply. The go-
vernment will, however,
send a team to talk to Kerala
officials for release of water
that is due to Coimbatore,”
he said.

Initially, the Kerala go-
vernment reduced the sup-
ply by six to seven million
litres a day. Now, It further
reduced it by around 20-30
million litres a day. The go-
vernment would try to re-
solve the issue of Siruvani
water through talks and on-
ly if the talks failed, would it
think of moving the court.

Initiating legal action as
the first course of action
would not augur well, he
said. In response to ques-
tion on action to be taken on
alleged irregularities in the
execution of Smart Cities
Mission work, Mr. Nehru re-
plied that the Government
would wait for the report of
the one-man commission of
inquiry..



SHAHID FARIDI @New Delhi

THE Union government is like-
ly to appoint Supreme Court
judge Vineet Saran, who is re-
tiring on May 10, as the next
chairman of the Central Water
Commission (CWC). He is al-
ready chairman of the Ravi
Beas water tribunal that is
dealing with the knotty Sutlej-
Yamuna link canal project.
The termof the present CWC
chairman, Dr R K Gupta, is
coming toan end soon and Jus-
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Retiring judge may get to chair Central water panel

tice Saran will take over from
him, according to highly placed
sources, The CWC is primarily
responsible for the control, con-
servation and utilisation of wa-
ter throughout the country, and
works for the resolution of dis-
putes over sharing of water be-
tween states.

Resolving inter-state water
disputes is one of the critical
functions of the CWC. All ma-
jor river basins are of inter-
state nature. When one state
builds a dam on an inter-state

river, it affects interests of the olution is only one of over a
other basin states, This leadsto  dozen other important respon-

inter-state differences with re-  sibilities of the CWC,
gard to use, distribu- The Union govern-
tion and contral of ment hopes to be able
river water. Indiz has to build rules and pro-
$€EN as many as nine tocols with the helpof
major Inter-State Riv- Justice Saran's legal
er Water Disputes Tri- expertise to avoid fu-
bunals so far, Water is * ture disputes.
a contentious subject Justice Saran would
and CWC playsacritic ~ 'MEELEAN  pping to the CWC 40
cal role in resolving disputes  years of experience in dealing
arising over it. with disputes and upholding
However, water disputes res-  the rule of law. He practised

law in the Allahabad High
Court from 1980 till 2002 on the
constitutional, civil and crimi-
nal sides, before being appoint-
ed as a permanent judge in the
Allahabad High Court on Feb-
ruary 14, 2002, where he served
for 13 years, He was then trans-
ferred to the Karnataka High
Court on February 16, 2015
from where he was promoted as
the Chief Justice of Orissa
High Court on February 28,
2016. He was elevated to the Su-
preme Court in August 2018.
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Waterlevelindams
belownormal

CHANDIGARH, MAY 8

Amidst recurring heat waves
and deficient rainfall, the
water level in crucial dams in
the region remains low in the
pre-monsoon season.

While the current storage is
better than it was at this time
last year, it 1s lower than the
past 10-year average, data
compiled by the Central Water
Commission shows.

The reservoir at Bhakra Dam
1s at present filled up to 23 per
cent of its total capacity, com-
pared to the 10-year average of
28 per cent. Last year, the stor-
age at this timewas 11 per cent.
The current storage at Pong on
the Beas in Himachal is 28 per
cent, which happens to be the
same level the 10-year average.
It was 15 per cent last year At
Thein Dam on the Ravi in Pun-
jab, the current storageis 40 per
cent of its capacity. [t was 31 per
cent last year and the average
was 52 per cent over the past
10 years. — TNS
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