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Sigh of relief as rains recede

Inflows to major irrigation projects across the State are also decreasing gradually, say officials

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

The incessant rains that
continued to lash the State
for the last few days re-
ceded in several parts of the
State, except the erstwhile
Nizamabad district, bring-
ing much needed relief to
people to gear up for the 11-
day Ganesh Chathurthi fes-
tival from Friday.
However, water levels in
the Godavari at Bhadracha-
lam were rising slowly and
reached 38.70 feet at 6 pm
today. The water levels in
many low-lying areas in the
undivided Karimnagar dis-
trict, which bore the brunt
of the rains, were also re-
ceding gradually,
Residents in several
colonies were forced to
wade through knee-deep
water as heavy rains lashed
the State since Sunday. This
forced many to stay in-
doors. Since many parts of
the State did not register
rainfall on Wednesday, res-
idents ventured out to in-
dulge in festival shopping.
Markets were buzzing
with activity as people
thronged them for shopping
ahead of the festival. Since
inflows to the major irriga-
tion projects were also de-
creasing gradually, irriga-
tion officials were closely

monitoring water levels and
accordingly lifting the
gates. Authorities opened
eight gates of Priyadarshini
Jurala Project and releasing
85,111 cusecs of water down-
stream, At Sriram Sagar
Project, officials opened 33
gates and releasing 4.04
lakh cusecs of water down-
stream, The project is re-
ceiving 3.50 lakh cusecs of
inflows from the upstream
areas,

Two gates of Mid Manair
Dam (MMD) were opened
to discharge 2,456 cusecs of
water, The MMD is,
presently, receiving 16,237
cusecs of inflows. Officials
lifted four gates of Lower
Manair Dam (LMD} and re-
leasing 8,005 cusecs of
water downstream. The
LMD is now receiving
22,143 cusecs of inflows.

The India Meteorological
Depattment said the south-
west monsoon has been
notmal over Telangana.
The Nizamabad district
registered heavy rainfall on
Wednesday when com-
pared to other districts in
the State.

Navipet in Nizamabad
registered highest rainfall of
126.2 mm while Bodhan and
Makloor recorded 119 mm
and 110.2 mm rainfall re-
spectively. Yedapalle regis-
tered 98.2 mm rainfall.
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MA&UD Minister KT Rama Rao interacting with an elderly man in Sircilla on Wednesday.

STATE BUREAU

Rajanna Sircilla

Municipal Administration
and Urban Development
Minister KT Rama Rao
toured flood-affected areas
in Sircilla town on Wednes-
day. Due to torrential rains
since Monday evening,
most low-lying areas in Sir-
cilla town, which recorded
15 cm rainfall after 30 years,
were inundated.

Life came to a standstill in
‘Venkampeta, Pragathinagar,
Shivanagar, Ashoknagar,
Old Bus Stand, Sanjeevaiah-
nagar, Nethanna chowk,
Main Bazar and Shanthina-
gar as floodwaters inun-
dated low-lying areas.

Local MLA and Minister
KT Rama Rao visited the
Shanthinagar area, which
bore the brunt of monsoon
fury. Since the floodwater
has not yet receded, the

Minister toured in knee-
deep water and enquired
the locals about their prob-
lems and assured them of all
assistance from the govern-
ment, Earlier, He con-
ducted a review meeting at
Collectorate on the damage
due to rains and relief meas-
ures. He sanctioned Rs 1.35
crore for road repair works
and asked the officials to
take steps to avert the flood
situation in near future,
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‘Andhra govt misled
NGT on RLIS works’

Photographs of RLIS site lays bare AP claims

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

The photographs in the in-
spection reports submitted
by the Krishna River Man-
agement Board (KRMB)
and Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate
Change (MoEF&CC)
clearly indicate that Andhra
Pradesh was committing vi-
olations with respect to the
Rayalaseema Lift Irrigation
Scheme (RLIS).

This was brought to the
notice of the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) by the ad-
vocate K Shravan Kumar,
who is arguing the case on
behalf of petitioner Gavi-
nolla Srinivas. The case
came up for hearing on
Wednesday, Shravan ar-
gued that AP informed the
tribunal that the works were
stopped from July 7.

“When works were actu-
ally meant for preparing a
Detailed Project Report
(DPR}, why did the AP gov-
ernment stop work? It
should have continued,” he
argued. Sources said the

NGT, after seeing the pho-
tographs, had also opined
that even a layman could
understand that the works
were not meant for prepar-
ing a DPR but actual foun-
dation work,

The NGT later adjourned
the case to September 16.
MoFF&CC, in its report,
said the earlier procured
construction materials were
stored at the RLIS site, Pho-
tographs of forebay, pump
house, pipeline and delivery
cistern and approach chan-
nel were enclosed with the
report. In the report on the
status of RLIS, the Ministry
said there were no signs of
progress in project con-
struction works and all con-
struction equipment, ma-
chineries - drilling, batching
plants, trucks, JCBs and
labour hutment were under
shutdown or in periodic
maintenance condition.

The inspection was con-
ducted by Dr, Suresh Babu
Pasupuleti,  Scientist-C,
MoEF&CC, Integrated Re-
gional Office (IRO) in Vi-
jayawada on Monday.

The inspection was car-
tied out at RLIS on down-
stream of Pothireddypadu
Head Regulator in Kurnool
following directions from
the NGT to file an statement
regarding allegations made
in the application in respect
of the violation said to have
been committed by AP.

During inspection, R Mu-
ralinatha Reddy, Chief Engi-
neer and District Water Re-
sources Officer (DWRO)
and other officials were
present,

It has been observed that
the MOoEF&CC granted
three environmental clear-
ances (ECs) for various
canals of the project - Tel-
ugu Ganga Project (TGP) in
1988, Srisailam Right Branch
Canal (SRBC) in 1995 Galeru
Nagari Sujala Sravanthi
(GNSS) in 2006.

It has been observed that
there were no signs of
progress in project con-
struction works and all
equipment and labour hut-
ment were under shutdown
or petiodic maintenance
condition.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Deccan Chronicle- 09- September-2021

TS suffers over T1,000cr
loss in week-long rainfall

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. &

Telangana has suffered
losses of over 21,000 crore
due to heavy rains over
the past eight days as per
preliminary estimates of
the state government.
Overall losses are expect-
ed to increase further once
final reports are obtained
in two weeks.

The state government
has decided to seek Cent-
ral assistance under the
natural calamity fund
once the enumeration of
damage is completed. Agr-
iculture sector remains
the worst affected followed
by damage to roads and
infrastructure, especially
in North Telangana dis-
tricts, which received
record rainfall,

Meanwhile, heavy rains
subsided in the state on

HEAVY RAINS subsided
on Wednesday after eight
days. It is estimated that
huge funds will be
required for restoration of
roads and civic amenities
due to the damage caused
to drainage systems and
water supply networks.

Wednesday after eight
days. Officials of various
departments have started
enumeration to assess the
losses caused by rains to
various sectors. It is esti-
mated that huge funds will
be required for restora-
tion of roads and civic
amenities in gram pan-
chavats, municipalities
and municipal corpora-
tions due to the damage
caused to drainage sys-
tems and drinking water
supply networks.

CROPS LOST IN
FIVE LAKH ACRE,
SAY OFFICIALS

From Page 1

Agriculture department
estimated loss to stand-
ing crops in kharif, espe-
cially paddy and cotton,
over an extent of five
lakh acres. Official
sources said farmers
would have to take up
fresh sowing operations
as standing crops were
washed away ineurring
additional expenditure
for cultivation.

Irrigation officials are
assessing the losses
caused due to breach of
tanks and damage to the
canals and reservoirs
due to overflows.

The state energy
department has also suf-
fered losses due to the
damage of transformers
and transmission net-
works.

This apart, residents in
rain-hit areas suffered
huge losses due to col-
lapse of houses, flooding
of their homes and busi-
ness establishments and
damage to vehicles, elec-
tronic, household goods
ete.

Municipal administra-
tion and urban develop-
ment minister K. T. Rama
Rao, panchayvat raj and
rural development minis-
ter Errabelli Dayakar Rao,
roads and buildings minis-
ter Vemula Prashanth
Reddy and irrigation offi-
cials reviewed with offi-
cials in respective dis-
triets and obtained reports
on the devastation caused
to standing crops, roads,
highways, bridges, canals,
minor irrigation tanks etc.

Rama Rao on Wednesday
visited Siricilla town
which was flooded due to
heavy rainfall.

Huge losses were report-
ed from the undivided
Karimnagar, Warangal,
Adilabad, Nizamabad and
EKhammam districts.

B Page 2: Crops lost in five
lakh acre, say officials



1 dead, many missing after vessels
collide on Brahmaputra near Jorhat

Over 70 Were
On Boat, 43
Rescued So Far

Prabin.Kalita@timesgroup.com

Guwahati: One woman died
and several others were mis.
singafter their private motori-
sed country boat going from
Majuli island to Nimatighat in
Assam’s Jorhat district sank
in the Brahmaputra after be-
ing hit by a bigger ferry com-
ingfromtheoppositedirection
on Wednesday afternoon.

The incident oceurred
aroynd 415pm. The couniry
boat was named “Ma Kamala”
and theferry wasthe “Tripkai”.

Boats run by government
and private parties darve the
lifeline for the islanders. Pri-
vately riun boats o not issue
tickets and hence they do not
keep count of passengers. Au-
thorities said according to
varionssourcesatleast 70 peo-
ple had been on board the
boat, and the number of those
missing could be around 27.
The deceased woman, Parimi-
taDas, from Guwahatl, had re-
cently started work as a
schoolteacher in Majuli.

Assam CM Himanta Biswa
Sarma said 43 people had been
rescued so far: “One of them, a
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People gather on the bn f the Brahmaputra in Jorhat after the accident on Wednesday

woman, died after she was
brought to Jorhat Medical Col-
lege and Hospital”. At least sev-
en among the rescued passen-
gers are children, the youngest
an infaritof three months,

PM Narendra Modi tweet-
ed, “Saddened by the boat acei-
dent in Assam. All possible ef-
forts are being made to rescue
thepassengers. I pray for every-
one’s safety and well-being”.

Search operations by the
NDRE SDRF and local youths
wereon whenreports lastcame
in. Divers had found the sunk-
en boat about 200 metres down-
stream from the collision site,

Sarma said, “So far; missing
reportsof four peoplehavebeen
received through our toll-free
numbers, but we would need a
coupleof hourstoascertain the
numberof missing people”.

Sarma said due to strong
currents, divers could not sea-
rch inside the boat for trapped
people. “We will now cut thor-
ough the boat fo carry out
search operations underneath
the upturned boat,” he said.

Dozens of country boats
carry hundreds of people to
and from the island to Jorhat
mainland every day in the ab-
sence of a bridge. The founda-

tion stone of a bridge was laid
by Union minister Nitin Gad-
kari in 2016, before the assemb-
ly polls, and construction work
for the two-lane, 6.8-km bridge
was fnaugurated by PM Na-
rendra Modi in February 2021,
before the assembly polls.

The Assam government
has suspended the inland wa-
ter transport department’s ex-
ecutive engineers from Dibru-
garh division, and an assistant
executive engineer and junior
engineer from Jorhat sub-divi-
sion, for negligence of duty,
and has ordered a magisterial
inquiry into the boat mishap.
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R \FTER 75 YEARS OF INDEPENDENCE S
Bombay HC unhappy over people

knocking court’s door for water

Water has to be supplied daily for at least a few hours’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAL: The Bombay High
Court on Wednesday said sup-
ply of regular drinking water
was a fundamental right and
it was unfortunate that people
have to knock on the court's
doors to get water even after 75
years of independence.

The strong remarks were
made by a division bench of
Justices S ] Kathawalla and Mil-
indJadhav while hearing a peti-
tion filed by residents of Kambe
village in Bhiwandi town of
neighbouring Thane district.

They were seeking a direc-
tion to STEM Water Distribu-
tion and Infra company, a joint
venture of the Thane Zilla Pari-
shad and the Bhiwandi Nizam-
pur Municipal Corporation,
to supply drinking water on a
daily basis.

The petitioners contended
that they are currently get-
ting water supply only twice a
month and that too for approx-
imately two hours.

On Wednesday, STEM's
Managing Director Bhausa-
hebDangde informed the court
that water was being supplied
daily, but only to one particular
point, and claimed the distribu-
tion of water from that point to
the petitioners' homes was the
responsibility of the village's
gram panchayat.

Dangde further said the
demand for water in the vil-
lage has increased over the last
few years because of a rise in
population there.

We need to upgrade the

system, he said. To this, the
court asked what should the
petitioners do till the system is
upgraded.

Water has to be supplied
daily for at least a few hours.
This is their fundamental
right. People cannot suffer like
this. It is really unfortunate
that they (petitioners) have
to knock on the court's doors
even after 75 years of indepen-
dence to get water supply; the
HC said.

Don't force us to say that
the Maharashtra government

has failed to provide water to
its citizens. We refuse to accept
that the state government is so
helpless. We will not shy away
from calling the highest func-
tionary of the state govern-
ment, the bench said.

The petitioners had also
alleged that the STEM com-
pany was supplying water ille-
gally to local politicians and
tanker lobbies, and claimed
there were over 300 illegal
water connections and valves
fixed on the main pipeline.

The court sought to know
from Dangde what steps the
company has taken to address
these issues.

First remove these illegal
connections. You (STEM) have
not even bothered to file any
police complaints. Because of
your inaction, the petitioners,
who have to receive water as a
right, are not getting any water,
Justice Kathawalla said, add-
ing that Dangde does not seem
to be interested in solving the
problem.
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(Godavari water mark reaches
38 feet at Bhadrachalam

HANS NEWS SERVICE
_ BHADRACHALAM

DUE recent heavy rains in the
Bhadrachalam the water level
has reached 38 feet in river Go-
davari at Bhadrachalam by 6pm
on Wednesday.The ghats on
banks of the river which are usu-
ally used for bathing were sub-
merged with floodwaters. The
devotees of Lord Rama were in
fear to have bathe on the banks
due to heavy flow of water on the
ghats. Officials believe that the
water level may go upto 43 feet
and then reduce slowly by Thurs-
day. If it is the case, then the offi-
cers might have to give first
warning alert to the people.

The district Collector of
Bhadradri-Kothagudem D
Anudeep is monitoring the situ-
ation and has held reviewed
meeting with all the mandal offi-
cers on flood situation. He or-
dered to officers not to leave the
station without a prior permis-

The ghats submerged with floodwater in temple town Bhadrachalam on
Wednesday

sion, He instructed the officials
to take measures to prevent
spread of viral diseases which are
common during the rainy sea-
sons and flood-like situations in
the region. The Collector has
setup control room in in
Bhadrachalam and Kothagudem
and appealed the people to dial

08744-241950, 08743-323444 for
any emergency cases.

In the meantime, the officilas
of Taliperu project lifted six gates
by three feet height and have re-
leased 10,643 cusecs of water into
Godavari in Cherla. The water
bodies across the district are
filled with floodwaters.
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Deficit rain lowers Bhakra level, to hit crops in 3 states

Mainly Punjab, Haryana and Rajasthan use Bhakra's water for irrigation and drinking purposes

Updated At: @ Sep 08, 2021 08:03 AM (IST)

@ 1997 0 K0 O

Aman Sood
Tribune News Service
Patiala, September 7

Deficient rainfall this monsoon in Punjab and Himachal has resulted in low water levels in Bhakra and Pong

Dams. Experts suggest this may lead to less release of water in canals for irrigation purposes next year during
Rabi season.

Total Deaths
( Punjab)

16,344
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BHAKRA DAM
Current level |Lastyr |Total capacity
1,629 ft 1,659 1t 1,685 1t
PONG DAM
134461t |1,37/4.6ft| 1,400ft

Overall water level in 8 reservoirs of
northern region is just 54% of total
live storage against last year's /6%

According to irrigation department officials, Punjab and Himachal have recorded a deficiency of 24 per cent and
18 per cent, respectively, for this entire season so far. Water released from Bhakra is considered the lifeline of the
Malwa belt in Punjab and many parts of Rajasthan.

As per official records, the water level of Bhakra Dam stood at 1,629 ft on September 4 as compared to 1,659 ft last
year. Its capacity is 1,685 ft.

“Water level in Bhakra is 30 ft lower than the last year and 56 ft lower than the maximum level. Similarly, the
water level of Pong Dam stood at 1,344.6 ft as compared to 1,374.6 ft on the same day last year,” said All India
Power Engineers Federation spokesman VK Gupta.

“The capacity of Pong Dam is 1,400 ft. This time, the water level is 30 ft less than last year and 55.4 ft less than the
maximum level,” he added.

Officials confirm that the target for filling the Bhakra reservoir is 1,650 ft on July 31, while it is 1,670 ft on August
15 and 1,680 ft on August 31. “Due to the low water levels of Bhakra and Pong dams, full water is not being
released into the canals,” they say.

According to a central water commission bulletin dated September 2, the overall water level in eight reservoirs of
northern region is just 54 per cent of the total live storage, whereas this figure was 76 per cent last year.

The storage at Bhakra Dam is 73 per cent, while at Pong reservoir is 58 per cent of the normal storage for the year.
“Low rainfall and reservoir levels are likely to damage food production, pushing inflation and also threatening
power production. The normal filling season for the reservoir ends on September 20,” claims an irrigation official.

3 —« Punjab, Haryana and Rajasthan use Bhakra’s water for irrigation and drinking purposes. Officials sa* " is
o ne the state governments chalk out a strategy to reduce dependency on Bhakra for irrigation and ins
Total Deaths

(punjab) it with “sprinkler or drip irrigation” systems.
16,344
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