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Jamrani dam in
U'khand gets
environmental
clearance
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OUR CORRESPONDENT

DEHRADUN: The proposed

Jamrani dam project of Uttara-

khand, which has been hanging

fire for over 40 years, has finally '
got environmental clearance

from the Centre, Chief Minis-

ter Trivendra Singh Rawat said

on Wednesday.

He said environmental
clearance to the long-awaited
project paves the way for its
speedy implementation.

Attributing the progress
towards implementation of
the project to the joint efforts
of the state government and
the Centre, Rawat said it will
fulfil a long cherished dream
of the residents of Bhabar area,
a region south of the lower

. Himalayas and the Shivalik
hills. "People of Terai-Bhabar
" region will get gravity water
from the project which will also
irrigate over 5000 hectares of
land in Uttarakhand," the chief
minister told reporters.

The Rs 2,584-crore project
proposed in the 1970s will pro-
vide water to people of Nanital
and Udham Singh Nagar dis-
tricts in Uttarakhand for both
drinking and irrigation pur-
poses besides producing 14 mw
of power, he said.

Located on the Gola river in
Nainital district, the dam will
be nine-km-long, 130-metre-
wide and 485-metre-high.

The project got technical
clearance from the Central
Water Commission in Febru-
ary this year. The forest depart-
ment has already given 351.49
hectares of land for the project
and the state government has
sanctioned an initial sum of
Rs 89 crore for the project. The
proiect is considered the life-
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There are several
pending issues
between India
and Bangladesh
such as the huge
trade deficit and
sharing of Teesta
river waters.
Dhaka has been
remarkably
patient over New
Delhi’s problems
in agreeing to

a resolution on
sharing of
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Buﬂdlng bridges that last

’Ihough the recent agreements signal increased cooperatzon, New Delhi needs to
address long.standmg issues wzth Dhaka before they turn sour, writes Shubha Singh

angladesh Prime Min-

ister Sheikh Hasina

returned to Dhaka

from a successful
four-day visit to India last
week having concluded seven
agreements. But the agree-
ments have caused unease
among many in Bangladesh.
Critics have panned the agree-
ments as mainly advantageous
to India and of little benefit to
Bangladesh. Other commenta-
tors have called on the govern-
ment to publish full details of
the agreements.

India and Bangladesh
signed seven agreements and
MoUs on October 5,2019, and
a Standard Operating Proce-
dure (SOP) agreement for the
transportation of goods. The
agreements include a pact for
the supply of LNG as well as
water from Feni River to India
and for transportation of Indian
goods through Chittagong and
Mongla ports in Bangladesh to
Tripura.

A Bangladeshi media report
claimed that there was little
information available in the
public domain about the agree-
ments. In a caustic comment,
it said that while details of the
lavish meals prepared for the
Bangladeshi leader were enthu-
siastically reported on by the
Bangladeshi media, there was
no information on the nature
of the agreements.

The agreements (o provide
connectivity were described
as regional connectivity but
one critic termed them bilat-
eral connectivity as they served

The sharing of Teesta river remains the biggest bone of

Indian interests and had scant
benefit for Bangladesh. “India
certainly stands to benefit but
Bangladesh is yet to make a tan-
gible assessment of its gains,”
it said.

India’s smaller South Asian
neighbours have often per-
ceived New Delhi as exploit-
ative for using its clout to
negotiate one-sided agree-
ments advantageous to India
while ignoring its neighbours’
interests.

Sheikh Hasina defended her
government’s decision to supply
1.82 cusecs of water from the
Feni river to India for drink-
ing water purposes by calling
it a very small amount of water.

“If someonc asks for drink-
ing water, how can we deny it?)"
she said.

Regarding the agreement to
supply of LPG, she added that it
was not CNG that Bangladesh
would be selling to India but
LPG, which was a byproduct in
the refining of oil. In 2001, the
possibility of selling natural gas

sablh

to India had become a major
controversy in Bangladesh with
Sheikh Hasina's Awami League
party objecting to the sale of a
scarce resource.

The agreement to supply
Feni river water has rankled as
there has been no movement
on finding a resolution on the
sharing of Teesta River waters.
The criticism acquired a serious
turn with the murder of a sec-
ond-year student of Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
‘Technology by fellow students
for criticising Sheikh Hasina
and the agreements in a Face-
book post. The students were
allegedly members of the Chha-
tra League, the youth wing of
the ruling Awami League party.

India’s ties with Bangladesh
are at their peak, among the
best of India’s relations with its
South Asian neighbours. But
the criticism of the agreements
with India is evoking memories
old irritations and suspicions.

There are several pending
issues between India and Ban-

gladesh such as the huge trade
deficit and sharing of Teesta
river waters. Dhaka has been
remarkably patient over New
Delhi’s problems in agreeing
to a resolution on sharing of
the river waters.

Sheikh Hasina’s government
has accepted Prime Minister
Modi’s assurance that he would
work towards a satisfactory res-
olution to the ticklish issue.
The main impediment on the
Teesta issue is the stance of the
Mamata Bannerjee-led West
Bengal government.

The National Register of
Citizens exercise in Assam
with identification of ille-
gal migrants has raised grave
concern in Bangladesh. Sheikh
Hasina has accepted for now
the Indian stance that it is an
internal matter of India. But
comments by Indian leaders
about pushing out the foreign-
ers have their ripples in Bangla-
desh which facile assurances do
not alleviate.

Building trust between the

two neighbours has been a
slow and steady process that
involved wiping away the mis-
trust and suspicion that that
had plagued relations for long.
The resolution of the sharing of
the Ganga waters remaoved a
major irritant in the ties.

Sometime later, Bangla-
desh Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina’s assurance that Ban-
gladesh territory would not be
used for anti-India activities
and its effective implementa-
tion became the first major step
in building the trust. The res-
olution of the Land Boundary
Agreement for demarcating the
border was the second posi-
tive factor in generating trust
and confidence. It created the
environment for closer coop-
eration between the two coun-
tries. Both Dhaka and New
Delhi have used this cnviron-
ment to construct a cooperative
relationship.

New Delhi can easily lose
that goodvnl.l if the sentiment
that India is um:anng and
lackadaisical about issues of
interest to Bangladesh begins
to gain ground in Dhaka.
New Delhi needs to be more
sensitive to Dhaka’s concerns.
It should speed up tackling
the long pending issues before
they build up into a major
grievance in Bangladesh,
which could make it difficult to
implement already concluded
agreements. |ANS

(Shubha Singh is a foreign
policy and strategic affairs
commentator. Views expressed
are strictly personal)
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Economy needs more than Sardar Sarovar waters

YOGINDER K ALAGH

ometimes nothing hap-

pens. Then it rains news.

So, the Sardar Sarovar

Dam is almost filled up
and may actually spill over. I re-
member the battles fought.
They would not let 1,200 Mega-
watts of hydro turbines. They
would not want a 40,000
cusecs main canal. It was some-
thing new.

Babus like to tread the beaten
path. I dug in my toes. But it is
unproven technology. Well, so
was the proposed PSLV rocket
being developed by ISRO.

Serving well

A young Frenchman had de-
signed the next biggest canal in
Morocco, with a computer con-
trolled delivery system. It
halved  distribu-
tion losses. Today,
the biggest canal
in the world will
carry drinking wa-
ter to areas which
had delayed kharif
sowing and fill
their tanks, ponds
and beels. The free
power bonus will help an en-
ergy-starved region, supporting
jobs for its youngsters and sav-
ing energy.

I remember visiting the areas
where the proposed canal was
to reach, in a village close to the
border. An old lady with torn
clothes gave me a very tasty
meal and saying ‘ Saheb, Deem
Joeaay' (we want a dam). The
Gandhian Chunni kaka helped
in rehabilitation. In the Adivasi
area Anil Patel and Sudarshan
lyengar in Arch Vahini did
model rehabilitation projects.

Similarly in the Bahl, the de-
pression between mainland
North Gujarat and Saurashtra,
Ushaben Mehta at Gundi near
Lothal made me eat a wheat
laadu, saying you must give us
more water. Now their families
must be getting more water.

Chandrababu Naidu and his
son under house arrest. With
its Kashmir policy, the GOI has
started a new ‘normal’. If some-
body is going to start a political
agitation, put them under
house arrest.

Of course the TDP, when it
gets a chance, will not be a
saintly party. Remember what it
did to its founder.

It is easy to change demo-
cratic traditions. It is difficult to
go back to the earlier state. In
Karnataka, with stronger local
democratic traditions from the
days of Devraj Urs, the chief
minister expressed mild disap-
proval on incarcerating an op-
position leader.

‘Stimulus’ needed

Meanwhile we are at it again.
The experts around the Prime
Minister  and
the former
| prime minister
© are busy grind- -
ing out counter-
factuals to the
falling GDP
rates. Manmo-
han Singh
wants more re-
form. But business wants a
‘stimulus’ desperately. My fa-
vourite growth economist, Paul
Krugman, also does and pre-
dicted a hard landing other-
wise with rising
unemployment.

This means sacrifice. Re-
sources will have to be raised
and infrastructure outlays
really increased, instead of ex-
hortations to public sector un-
dertakings to spend their own
money. As a PSU chief said to
me, “Sir, if I do it without dili-
gence, the PAC will send me to
jail, but if I get money and a dir-
ective from the GOI, I am
protected.”

When you are in a trough
and need to get out, use your
powers. Corporate India is
waiting.
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Bhandafa: Clean water on voters’ “
minds, missing in poll campaign **

[ water. Each of Bhandara's 33 administrative
SRINATHRAO [F N wards has at least three privately-run RO
BHANDARA, OCTOBER 16 = plants, says Surender Makode. The 40-year-
q old, who runs four plants, says, “In Bhandara,
RESIDENTS in Maharashtra’s Bhandara Asse- | wed weare now so used to drinking RO water that
mbly segment have aword for thewater that | B= we cannot drink any other kind. If we do, we
sometimes flows out of their taps during the | < & immediately catcha cold.”
monsoon — “Coca Cola”. This blackish fluid Theissue, however, hasnot been addressed
pouring out of old pipelines has fuelled an ex- by any of the candidates in the fray for the
ponential demand for RO (reverse osmosis) G rou ndwater Bhandara Assembly seat. “No candidate has
waterin the area over the past four years. Ievel seesa dip spoken aboutresolving the issue. Had a water
Nearly 30 privately-run RO plants dot this supply problem of this magnitude taken place
city with a population of nearly a lakh. They inany other city, people would have come out
sell 20-litre water jars for Rs 5 and charge THE MUSHROOMING of RO plants on the streets in protest,” says Makode.
Rs25-Rs 30for the same volume of cold water. has resulted in a gradual dip in the The municipal council has opened RO pla-
Kiran Chopekar, who runs one such plant, groundwater level at Bhandara. The nts and set up water treatment plants. It has
says the capital investment is not huge. His district administration, which now also started building new underground pipe-
shop comprises two large tanks — one process- has to dig steadily deeper for lines. “These pipelines were built during the
ing water at room temperature and the other borewells, admits that local supply British rule. Whenacrack develops inany pipe,
cold water — and a series of pipes. Residents could dry up unless those operating water mixes withthe earth and dirty water po-
line up atthe shop daily with plasticjars. When RO plants return excess water back ursout,” says Prashant Ganveer, Junior Engineer
the shop shuts, those in need of water get it into the ground. with the city water supply department.
from the water ATM fitted beside the door. Zilla parishad member and BJP candidate

Atul Algave, who runs a granite store at
Nagour Naka, says thereis no option but touse
treated water. “The water supplied by the mu-
nicipal council is not fit to drink or bathe in.
Before customers step into my shop, they al-
ways ask if I have RO water inside,” he says.

Over the past five years, Bhandara has been
pushed into using RO systems as the water in
Wainganga river, onwhose banksit is situated,
ishighly polluted. Toxic industrial effluentsand

sewage flow down the Nag river in Nagpur,
which then joins the Wainganga.

While the Nagpur Municipal Corporation
(NMC) has proposed to undertake a massive
operation to clean up the Nag river, those living
on the banks of the Wainganga have been de-
manding a swift solution to the crisis.

Local residents have seized the business
opportunity provided by the demand for clean

Arvind Bhaladhare says people in everylocal-
ity he visited during canvassing have de-
manded a solution to the water crisis. “People
need to understand that a project of this scale
takes time to execute,” he says. A key opponent
to Bhaladhare is Narendra Bhondekar, who
quit the Shiv Sena after being denied a ticket
and is now contesting as an Independent.

Sitting MLA, BJP's Ramchandra Avsare, did
not get a ticket this time.
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