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AGRAIMATHURNVRINDAVAN/NEW DELHI: In (

. 1569, Mughal emperor Akbarbuiltone of
the most well-planned Indian cities of

the time — Fatehpur Sikri. He didn’t
knowthenmatthearchltecturalmarvel ;
* . heplannedtoturnintohiscapitalwould .

fail him because of water shortage, as

- loregoes. Akbar wasforced toabandon .
‘Fatehpur Sikri for Agra, leavmg his

. Upstream from Wazirabad, before the

. riverentersDelhi, itis home toturtles,

dream projecttofall intoruins.
- Water defined the fate of the regi

_then, and little has" changed today,

- thanks to the alarming state of the
Yamuna. The river has
turned into a filthy:

stream, choked with sew-

b . andsludgeatmany places
~ across Uttar Pradesh,
d whmh goes tothepollsearlynextyear.
Considered the holiest of rivers for

promises and politicisation of the

" clean-up work, the two vital lifelines -
remain orphans of criminal neglect.
“The Yamnna serves all Theraarenn

age, industrial effluents
‘eraltimesmore than thelimitlaid down
_ forirrigation,” saysRS Dubey, author of
. astudyin the International Journal of

‘Hindus in north India, the Ganga and .
‘Yamunaare invoked by political parties
during election time. But apart from =

‘beusedforany other purpose,” hesays.

‘they wouldreadily drinkits clear water.

- M. P Chronicle

Aaj (Hindi)
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and documented at Bhagirath(English) & Publicity Section, CWC.

APOLLUTION TRAP IN DELHI
Delhi—the symbol of power and politi-

-calwillinthe country —isstranglingthe

Yamuna. The 22km stretch from Wazira-

‘bad to Okhla in Delhi is just 2% of the
. river’slength,butit accqunts for 0% of

the Yamuna’s pollution.

. The water lifeline of the capltal is
spingforlife, vnﬂmrtua]ly noaquatic
life — thanks to around 20 drains that

dump untreated sewage into theriver.

different species offish, crocodiles and
severalaguaticplants.

- Theheavily polluted Yamuna water i
also supplied to the Agra Canal, which-
irrigates hundreds of villages.

“Water pollution levels here are sev-

Engineering Sciences and Research
Technology. “The water should alsonot

“Residents of Kitham village, 50 km
from Agra, say there was a time when

“There are daysnow when the black -
waterstinkssomich that we can’tsitout

ver is now takmg toll on hentage structures along lts banks.

GOKU'L BARRAGE

Activistssay the Yamuna needs astrong
_ current for the river to revive, and a

part ofthe problem lies with the Gokul
Barrage, constructed 15kmsouth-east of
Mathura to trap water for drinking
purposes. Theriveratthebarragehasa

- weak current, as most of the gates are
~ closed to maintain its level. “Delhi has
 killed the river and itis a ‘naala’ now.
- Nothing gets washed away asthereisno
flow,” saysRadhe, a diver often engaged ;

by policeto fish outbodies. -
- The lure of the once glorious Yamuna

prompted the Mughals to build the Taj

Mahal. Agra Fort. the marhle tomb of

from anotherbyproduct ofthe decaying
Yamuna. In May this year, swarms of
insects breeding in the polluted river

- VIPIN KUMAR/HT PHOTd

- werefoundexcretinggreen wasteonthe

walls of the Taj. Scientists engaged by

the Archaeological Survey of India
foundamosquito-likefly, Goeldichiron-
omus, proliferating as the stagnant
Yamunano longer supported fish which
preventinsectsfrom growing. .
“Algaetolargefish, theyall depend on
the water. Ifany partof thatecosystemis

disrupted, the food chainis gone;” says

Girish Maheshwari, head of the School

‘of Entomology at Agra’s St John’s Col--
' 'lege. Uttar Pradesh is caught up in a

high-voltage feud in the ruling Samaj-

wadiParty family, anditremainstobe .

seen whether the Yamuna will get its

| REDUCEDTO
ATRICKLE 5.5
 Politics of vote flows along the ghats bl
_ of Yamuna as despite tall poll =

promises the condition of the - -
river has deteriorated

Allahabad

/ Sewer, nota

A September 2016 report|by the Central Pol|
Board shows the deterioration in the qualit
water at Okhla after confluence with|Shahd;:

river |
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deposit - about halfway

thickness from abo 1 80
metres toabout 170°
metres, with a JCOIIlpOSl~
tion that is 50 to 85 per
cent water ice, mixed with
dust or larger rocky part1-
cles. .
At the latltude of this

-Covering L., YIS

~ from the equator to the
pole - water ice cannotper— .
ist on th surface of Mars

It subhm s into water
vapour in the planet'
thin, dry atmosphere. The
Utopla deposit is shielded
from the atmosphere by a

- soil covering estimated to
be one to 10 metres thick.

- “This deposit probably
formed as snowfall accu-
mulating into an ice sheet

‘period in Mars history
~when the planet's axis was
‘more tilted than itis
- today,” said Cassie Stuur-

man from the University -

‘of Texas, Austin in the US.
Mars accumulates large

amounts of water ice at

the poles. In cycles lasting

about 120,000 years, the tilt

‘varies to nearly twice that
“much; heating the poles

and dmvmg ice to middle
latitudes. :
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