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‘Clean-up by mid-April impossible’

. Bindu Shajan Perappadan

The Art Of Living has till April 13 to clean up the site of the mega culture festival, which was held on theeco-sensitive Yamuna
floodplains.Photo: R.V. Moorthy

Workers engaged in dismantling say clearing the ground within NGT’s timeframe is not possible

When the National Green Tribunal (NGT) allowed the Art Of Living foundation to hold its three-day (March 11-13) World Culture Festival-
2016 extravaganza on the ecologically sensitive Yamuna floodplains, it had directed the group to clean up the area “within a month of the
event”.

But a visit to the site revealed that the group may not be able to meet this deadline.

Workers engaged in dismantling the gigantic structures put up for the function said that “clearing the ground was simply not possible in the
assigned time frame”.

“The massive stage — sprawled over seven acres covering 3,34,358 square feet, almost 100 feet tall and a width of 1,200 feet — will easily take
till the end of April to dismantle and transport out. The target of clearing it out by mid-April doesn’t seem possible,” said a worker in the area.

While the Art Of Living has already removed other temporary constructions which were put-up to accommodate seating arrangements for
more than 11 lakh people daily and six towering floodlight masts, they maintained that their “volunteers on the field are working to ensure
compliance” with the deadline.

“Most of the cleaning is complete. Only area around the stage is left, which will be done simultaneously as the stage is getting dismantled. The
dismantling of the stage will be completed by April 13,” said Gautam Vig, spokesperson of Art Of Living.

Despite massive protests by environmentalists and months of litigation, Sri Sri Ravi Shankar’s Art Of Living was able to secure an NGT nod
for the mega event on the promise that minimal damage would be done to the area and that the group would clean up “within a month”.

“We have engaged help for housekeeping and cleaning, garbage collection and garbage removal from the venue, waste management for
dustbin dissemination etc. Volunteers from are working on the ground to clean up. The volunteers will also continue participating in the
clean-up work in the days to come,” the group said.

Printable version | Apr 1, 2016 12:57:05 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/cleanup-by-midapril-
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© The Hindu

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/cleanup-by-midapril-impossible/article8420291.ece?css=print 17


http://www.thehindu.com/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/
http://www.thehindu.com/profile/author/bindu-shajan-perappadan/

MLV AL LE, T hdba—d Wl Al S0

'KEJRIWALLAUNGHES GREEN

TOT W Wl g

[ ¢ -] L T T L LTS BT I S T E Y I

BB T PR T T e LS

DELHIPROGRAMME

STATESMAN NEWS SERVIGE
Mew Delhi, 31 March

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal today
launched the green Delhi programme
by planting trees at the Triangular Park
at ITO Chowk where he said that the
central verge of 1260 kms maintained
by PWD will be bedded with grassand
greenery inorderto clean theenviron-
ment and making it dust free

"Apart from restoring greenery
along the road sides and central verg-
es of the 1260 KMs spread roads, the
cleaning of roads will be made by vac-
uum cleaners. Growing population of
the city and increase in the number
of vehicles are deteriorating envi-
ronment continuously There has been
ahugerise in vehicular pollution be-
cause the number of vehicles plying
onthe roadsof Delhiismore than that
of three Metropolitan cities of Muom-
bai, Kolkatta and Chennai," said Kej-
riwal.

tion is the 5th largest Killer in India.
"To make Delhi green, a comprehen-
sive programme of greening of road-
gide areasincluding Islands, Planters,
Central Verges on mission mode has
been made by the Horticulture wing
of Delhi government,” said Kejriwal.

Under this programime, greening
of approximately 120 acres of roadside
areas will be taken upby grassing and

According to the WHO, air pollu-

planting by pollution absorbing trees
and shrubs, such as Thevetianerefo-
lia (Pila Kaner), Nerium oleander(Lal
Kaner), Calliandrabrevipes (Powder
puff)and Bougainvilleas and trees such
a Ficusinfectoria (Pilkhan), Cassia
siamea, Pongamiaglabra(Papri), Het-
ermophragmaroxburghii (Marodfali),
Azadirachtaindica (Neem), Ficusreli-
glosa(Pipa), Terminalia arjuna (Arjun).

"This programme will be comple-
ted within three months and estima-
ted expenditure is Bs. 2erores. It is per-
tinent topoint out that for this program
only thetreated water being made avail-
able by DWJB shall be utilised. The next
phase of the programme in thebalance
areashallbe commenced in the month
of July and shall be completedby Sep-
tember." said an official.



EditionName:
Date:01-04-2016

THE HEAT IS ON

» Forecast indicates that the temperatures in all
parts of the country are likely to be above normal

» Seasonal (April-Jlune) average temperature
over northwest India are expected to be above
normal by more than 1 degree Celsius

» Certain areas of Kerala and Vidarbha in
central India too are expected to face average

temperature above normal by more than 1
degree Celsius

» Average maximum temperatures of coastal
Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, Assam, Meghalaya, sub-
Himalayan West Bengal and Sikkim are likely to
be warmer by less than 0.5 degree Celsius

» Remaining parts of the country are likely to
be warmer by 0.5 to 1 degree Celsius

» Above normal heat wave conditions are ‘very
likely* over central and northwest India

» High probability of ‘moderate and severe' heat
wave conditions in areas covering Dellhi, UP,

i

Haryana, Punjab, Rajasthan, Gujarat, MP, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, West Bengal, Odisha,
Telangana, Maharashtra (Marathwada, Vidarbha
and Madhya Maharashtra) and coastal AP

= IMD will alsa issue *heat wave alerts and
warnings' every five days, beginning April 1
{The forecast will consist of probability of occurmence of hot

days, heat waves and severe haat waves for the next 15 days.
It will be updated every Sth day from April 1 onwirds)
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Title : Weakening El Nino raises hopes of normal monsoon
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New Delhi:

Article Date : 04/01/2016

Indications of the Modi government's first normal monsoon year is expected to revive the agriculture sector and deliver a much-needed boost
to rural demand while reducing farm distress.

Favourable parameters, including a weakening El Nino, that point to good rainfall during June-September could see farm growth jump to 6%
in 2016-17 from the anaemic 1.2% at present, according to Niti Aayog member Ramesh Chand. “Such a jump is possible as there is very low
base due to poor monsoon in the last two years,* Chand told the media on the sidelines of an Assocham event on Thursday .

India recorded 14% deficit monsoon last year and 12% deficit in 2014, resulting in lower agricultural production in both these years and
increased rural distress that led to suicides and indebtedness.

The situation is, however, likely to improve as there are indications that the monsoon may be normal this year. Though the country's national
weather forecaster, India Meteorological Department (IMD), is expected to release its monsoon forecast in the last week of April, it dropped a
broad hint of what to expect on Thursday .

Releasing the country's first-ever summer temperature outlook, IMD pointed to a weakening El Nino -which is likely to favour good rainfall
as the condition's prevalence usually depresses the monsoon.

The El Nino phenomenon is an unusual warming of the sea surface in equatorial Pacific Ocean. El Nino conditions were blamed for the
drought last year, and may have been partially responsible for the depressed monsoon in 2014.

Though the actual position of the El Nino factor will be known in May , the present indications are positive, giving a signal of good crop year
during 2016-17.

THE HEAT IS ON

» Forecast indicates that the temperatures in all
parts of the country are likely to be above normal

» Seasonal (April-June) average temperature
over northwest India are expected to be above
normal by more than 1 degree Celsius

» Certain areas of Kerala and Vidarbha in
central India too are expected to face average
temperature above normal by more than 1
degree Celsius

» Average maximum temperatures of coastal

Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, Assam, Meghalaya, sub- [ = | m

Himalayan West Bengal and Sikkim are likely to Haryana, Punjab, Rajasthan, Gujarat, MP, Bihar,

be warmer by less than 0.5 degree Celsius Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, West Bengal, Odisha,
» Remaining parts of the country are likely to Telangana, Maharashtra (Marathwada, Vidarbha
be warmer by 0.5 to 1 degree Celsius and “ﬂﬂl‘ll-b‘a Mahamshlra} and coastal AP

> Above normal heat wave conditions are ‘very | > MD will also issue *heat wave alerts and
likely' over central and northwest India warnings' every five days, beginning April 1

» High probability of ‘moderate and severe’ heat {The forecast will consist of probability of occurrence of hat

g p . - days. heat waves and severe haat waves for the next 15 days.
wave conditions in areas covering Delhi, UP, It will be updated every Sth day from April 1 omwiards)
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SYLwillnever becomereality, says Badal
Centre takes neutral
stand on SYL issue

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Kauli (Pl), 31 March

Upping the ante, Punjab
Chief Minister Parkash
Singh Badal today said Sut-
lej-Yamuna Link (S8YL)
would never become a real-
ity and accused successive
Congress governments at the
Centreal doing “grave injus-
tice™ to the state.

According to Badal, Pun-
jab doesn’'t have a single
drop of spare water for any-
body and SYL agreement
wasa “grave injustice done
by the successive Congress
governments with the state.”

He said Akali Dal was
opposed to the agreement
which it believed would rob
the water of the state and
now they were firm on their
stand not to allow the con-
struction of the canal at
any cost.

£ AR

“Ironically Captain
Amarinder Singhand other
Congress leaders who hailed
the then Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi for ground
breaking ceremony for the
project in 1980s are now
resorting to tactics like
ground-filling at the same
gite just to mislead the peo-
ple,” the CM said.

The Chief Minister said
any such move to share the
river waters of the state
would be “disastrous” for it.

http://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/94243467?show=print

He said while undertak-
ing the agreement on the
SYL canal, the then Con-
gress government at the
Centre “completely over-
looked the universally-
accepted riparian princi-
ple on river water sharing.”

“Not only me but every
Punjabi was duty bound to
oppose this move and all of
us should pledge to protect
thewatersof thestate at any
cost,” he said.

The Chief Minister
alleged that the successive
Congress governments at the
Centre have meted out step
mothedy treatment to Pan-
jab by denying it of legiti-
mate share in river waters.

Heallegedthat Congress
has inflicted a deep wound
onthe Sikhpsyche by irrel-
evantly meddling in their
social, political, economic
and even religious matters.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 31 March

The Centre today told the
Supreme Court that it was
maintaining a “neutral”
stand in the tussle between
Punjab and Harvana over
sharing of water through the
Sutlej Yamuna Link (SYL)
Canal.

“We areneutral. We can-
not take a stand,” Solicitor
General Ranjit Kumar told
a five-judge constitution
bench headed by Justice A
R Dave which conductinga
hearing on the Presiden-
tial Reference pertaining
to Punjab Termination of

Agreements Act, 2004.

The Solicitor General's
statement came after Pun-
JjabGovernment, through its
seniorcounsel Rajeev Dha-
van, said the Centre has to
make its stand clear and it
cannotleave themat ter upto
the states to be decided.

Taking note of the SG's
statement, the bench, which
also comprised Justices PC
Ghose, ShivaKirti Singh,
AK Goel and Amitava Roy,
said “if they knew the
answer, why would they
have made the reference.”™

Dhavan said the entire
reference involved a ques-
tion of policy.
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IMD FORECASTS SEVERE HEAT WAVE CONDITIONS THIS YEAR

Hotter than normal summer predicted

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 31 March

The country will witness
“warmer than normal tem-
perature” this summer
with heat wave like condi-
tions likely over Central
and northwest parts of In-
dia.

According to the sum-
mer forecast issued by the
India Meteorological De-
partment, the first of its
kind, for April to June, the
seasonal temperature
‘would be above normal by
more than one degree Cel-
sius over Northwest India.

There is also a high
probahility of 76 per cent of
maximum temperatures in
the core Heat Wave (HW)
zone during the 2016 hot
weather season to be above

normal. Core HW zone cov-
ers states of Punjab, Hima-
chal Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Delhi, Haryvana, Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattis-
garh, Bihar, Jharkhand,
West Bengal, Odisha and
Telangana and met sub-di-
visions of Marathwada,
Vidharbha, Madhya Maha-

rashtra and coastal Andhra
Pradesh.

“This in turn suggests
high probability of moder-
ate and severe heat wave
conditions in core HW zone
during the hot weather sea-
son, " the IMD said.

IMD has also attributed
the EI-Nino to the above
normal temperature. 2015

‘was the warmest year ever
recorded since 1901, The
country has also witnessed
awarm January and Feb-
ruary, making it the warm-
est winter.

“The strong El Nino con-
ditions over the Pacific
Ocean that started in 2015
are still continuing. How-
ever, the latest forecasts in-
dicate that E1 Nino condi-
tions are likely to weaken
further and reach weaker
ElNino conditions during
the 2016 hot weather sea-
san. “Tt has been observed
that during the hot weather
seasons followed by E1Ni-
1o yvears (for example: 1973,
19495, 1998, 2003, 2010, ete.
followed by the El Nino
vears of 1972, 1994, 1997,
2002 and 2008), above nor-
mal temperatures induad-

ing moderate to severe heat
wave conditions were expe-
rienced in most parts of In-
dia,” the IMD said.

The weathermen have
algo attributed the increas-
ing trend of greenhouse
gases due to “anthropogen-
ie activity™. The forecast
indicates that during the
2016 hot weather season,
termperatures (mean, maxi-
mum and minimuam)in all
the 36 sub-divisions of IMD
are likely to be “above nor-
All the temperatures
(maximum, minimum and
mean) of most of the subdi-
visions from northwest In-
dia, Kerala from south In-
dia and Vidharbha from
Central India are likely to
be above normal or equal
to one degree Celsius.

http://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/9415375?show=print
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Wereneutral
onSYLdispute,
Centretells SC

R SEDHURAMAN

NEW DELHI, MARCH 31

The Centre today refused to
take a stand in the Supreme
Court on the validity of the
Punjab Temmination of Agree-
ments Act 2004, even as Pun-
jab insisted that this was must
for resolving its dver water
dispute with Haryvana.

“We are neutml, We can't
take a stand.” Solicitor Gener-
al Ranjit Kumar told a five-
member Constitution Bench
headed by Justice Anil R
Dave during the hearing on
the Presidential Reference on
the validity of the Act.

Under the 2004 law, Punjab
annulled its pacts signed with
the neighbouring states for
sharin g water

At this, senior advocate
Rajeev Dhavan said Punjab
could finalise its line of argu-
ments only if the Centre clar-
ified its stance on the refer-
ence, Kumar concluded his
arpuments after explaining
the legal inticaces involved
in the case, upon which the
Bench asked Dhavan to make
his contentions,

Az Dhavan expressed his
inability to do soin the light
of Centre's refusal, the
Bench remarked, “If they
knew the answers to the
questions raised in the Pres-
idential Reference, they
wold not have approached
the Supreme Court.” The
other members of the
Bench are Justices PC
Ghose, SK Singh, AK Goel
and Amitava Roy

Only a month ago (on Feb-
ruary 28), Kumar had told the
Bench that the 2004 Act was
against the SC omderson the
completion of the Sutle-
Yamuna Link (SYL) canal,

No argument on land

B The BEench asked the liti-
gants if everything was
okay after its March 17
order tothe Centre and
Punjab to maintain status
quo over SYL canal land

B The ordercame atthe
instance of Haryana, which
guestioned the validity of a
law passed by Punjab three
days earlier for returning
canal land to fanmers

B *Things are fine, status quo
is being maintained,” the
Centre's counsel informed
the Bench; Haryana too did
nat cormplain

®Hence, there was noargu-
ment on the SYL land and
the pleadings were restrict-
ed to Punjab's 2004 Act

Haryana okay with
Bhagat Singh airport

Chandigarh: The Harana
Assermblyon Thursday
passed a resolutionto
renarne Chandigarh alrport
as3haheed Bhagat Singh
International Airport. Farlia-
rmientary Affairs Minister Ram
Bilas Sharrma maoved the res-
olution duringzera hour.

“We stand by the two judg-
ments” of the SC for con-
gstruction of the SYL canal
which was opposed by Pun-
Jab, he said.

Punjab's another senior
counsel Ram Jethmalani
today too pleaded with the
Bench.

Az Punjab was reluctant to
argue, the Bench asked
Haryana's senior  counsel
Shyam Divan to make his
submissions, Divan sought to
fault the 2004 Act by dting the
SC rulings in the Cauvery
water dispute,

http://epaper.tribuneindia.com/c/9417912?show=print

, :DigitalEdition

17



it

T

Hing.

ded?
1 Lula
5 150-
1"po-
M En-
eader
a has
chael
celer-
uling
nthe

The IndianEXPRESS

There is a drought in many parts of

India. Why hasn’t it been noticed?

Because this time, it's only rural producers, not urban consumers, who are feeling the heat

IN FACT
BY HARISH DAMODARAN

EXPRESS EDITORS INTERPRET

THIS TIME'S drought has been a most un-
usualone.

Even with three consecutive bad crops
{kharif 2014, rabi 2015, and kharif 2015) anda
fourth not-so-great one (thankfully, there's
beenno big damage from the unseasonal rain
and hail unlike in March 2015}, annual con-
sumer food price inflation is only 5.3 percent.

In the past, droughts invariably fuelled
speculation and hoarding by unsarupulous
traders. But this time, Indians in the cities are
hardly feeling the pinch. Barring sugar, where
the pnceincrease inrecentweeks is more of
a correction from unhealthy lows, con-
sumers aren't paying all that more for what
they are eating compared to a year ago. No
one's talking much today about onion prices.
Even arhar dal is selling cheaper than when
it consumedthe BJP in Bihar's Assembly elec-
tions during October-November 2015; the
same goes for urad, moong or masur,

Simply put, this is a drought essentially
of farmers and rural producers.

And since it isn't really pinching urban
consumers, politiadans even in Maharashtra
— where the drought is most acute — have
found it more important to discuss whether
or not chanting “Bharat Mata ki Jai” amounts
to treason. Incidentally, AIMIM leader
Asaduddin Owaisi's speech taking on RS5
chief Mohan Bhagwat that set off the debate
was delivered in Latur — in the drought's e pi-
centre of Marathwada. { The Indian Express
published a series of five reports, Waterless in
Marathwada’ between March 16 and 26.)

But for farmers, the current crisis isn't
Just of production losses from drought. kt is
also one of low price realisations. Farmers

Many in thirsty Marathwada walk 14 km or more from their homes to fetch water every day. Express Archive/Novernber 2015

in Maharashtra are today selling cow milk
at Rs 15-16 per litre, compared to Rs 25-26
a year ago. This, despite a severe fodder
shortage that would also means higher pro-
duction costs.

In most crops — whether cotton, rubber,
basmati, guar seed or even potatoes, apples,
kinnow and pineapples — producer realisa-
tions are below what they were a couple of
yearsago. The only reason nobody is talking
about onion these days is because the bulb
15 being sold in Maharashtra's Lasalgaon
market at below Rs 7 kg, as against Rs 12]ast
March, and Rs 45-plus in early September,
when pwiaz was grabbing all the headlines.

The drought, in a sense, has only added
to the miseries of rural producers whoare si-
multaneously battling the effects of a global
commodity crash, which has hit agricultural
exports and farm prices. That, in turn, also
explains why urban consumers aren't par-
ticularly feeling the heat of drought: they

Fri, @1 April 2016
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have been shielded mainly by low global
prices. Compare this to the situation in 2007
—when international prices were on the boil,
and India had food riots everywhere, indud-
ing in places like West Bengal.

Right now, the droughtis not aboutagn-
culture: The current mbi crop — whatever
has been planted — is close to being har-
vested, if it has not been harvested already.
The more immediate concern, instead, is
about drinking water. With two-and-a-half
months to go for the monsoon to arrive in
the most parched areas and the country's
major reservoirs barely 25 per cent full,
meeting peak summer drinking water re-
quirements is going to be achallenge. It will
be even more so in Marathwada, where
reservoir waterlevels are down to5 percent
of full storage capacity.

The one consolation India has is that
global climate models are pointing to a
“weakening” of El Nifio, which was the main

cause of the 2015 drought. The 2015-16 El
Nifo was one of the longest, starting around
February last. It is even now in a "strong”
phase — and is expected to enter the "neu-
tral” zone only towards May, according to the
late st forecast of the LIS National Oceanic and
Atmosphenc Administration {NOAA), Since
there is usuallya lag oftwo months orso be-
tween its effects translating into actual rain-
fall, one cannot rule out a delayin the mon-
soon, even if it turns out to be normal.

The NOAA s also giving a 50 per cent
probability of a La Nina — El Nifo's opposite,
which is be neficial for the Indian monsoon —
developing from August. But that againwould
deliver good rain notearier than in the sec-
ond halfof the monsoon. Adelayed, butgood,
monsoon is what seems mostlikely now. And
that would mean a minimum three-month
wait before things finally look up.

harish.damodaran@expressindia.com



4/1/2016 Kejriwal launches Green Delhi initiative - The Hindu
s HINDU
IA gt ot ;

Published: April 1, 2016 00:00 IST | Updated: April 1, 2016 08:01 IST New Delhi, April 1, 2016

CITIES » DELHI

Kejriwal launches Green Delhi initiative

¢ Staff Reporter

¢ . 3 =
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal plants a tree during inauguration of the Green Delhi initiative near Delhi Secretariat on Thursday.Photo: R.V.
Moorthy

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal on Thursday launched the Green Delhi programme by planting trees at the Triangular Park at the ITO Chowk.
The event comes on the eve of his promise to rid the Capital’s streets of dust — a major contributor to air pollution.

The initiative was launched in line with a detailed action plan submitted by the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) government to the Supreme Court
after it demanded information on steps being taken to improve air quality and reduce air pollution in the Capital.

Mr. Kejriwal, who had decided that roads under the PWD would be vacuum cleaned in a phased manner beginning April 1, announced that
the central verges of the 1,260 kms of road maintained by the PWD will be bedded with grass and greenery in order to clean up the
environment and make it dust free.

The exercise will involve the greening of approximately 120 acres, which includes central verges, side verges and the kutcha portion under
flyovers.

Pollution absorbing shrubs such as Thevetianerefolia (Pila Kaner), Nerium oleander (Lal Kaner), Calliandrabrevipes (Powder puff) and
Bougainvilleas and trees such a Ficusinfectoria (Pilkhan), Cassia Siamea will be planted.

The Public Works Department (PWD), in a statement, said the greening will be completed within three months at an estimated cost of Rs. 2
crores.

Only treated water, being made available by the Delhi Jal Board (DJB), will be utilised as part of the initiative.
The next phase of the programme, which will cover other areas, will begin in July and shall be completed by September, 2016.

“Apart from restoring greenery along the road sides and central verges of the roads, the cleaning of roads will be done by vacuum cleaners,”
the Chief Minister announced, adding that the growing population of the city and increasing number of vehicles were contributing to the
deterioration of the environment.
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Brace for scorching
April-June, says IMD’s
first summer forecast

Vishwa.Mohan@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: It is likely to be
another scorcher of a sum-
mer in India this year. The In-
dian Meteorological Depart-
ment(IMD)on Thursday rele-
ased its first-ever summer fo-
recast, predicting the entire
country is expected to record
: above normal temperature
i during April-June period.
Bearing the brunt of the
summer heat will be north-
western parts of the country
(including Delhi, Haryana,
Punjab, Rajasthan, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand and
Uttar Pradesh), parts of Kera-
1a in South and Vidarbha in
central India as average tem-
peratures in these areas are
likely to be “above normal by
morethan1degree Celsius”.
The weather forecaster
will also issue periodic “heat
wave alerts and warnings”
for the entire summer season
(April-June). The forecast
will consist of probability of
occurrence of hot days, heat
waves and severe heat waves
for the next 15 days. It will be
updated every five days from
Aprillonwards.

“The recent research ana-

Hopes rise for
normal monsoon

ndications ofanormal

monsoonyear is expected to
revivethe agriculture sector
andreduce farmdistress. In
fact, good rainfallin June-Sept-
ember could see farm growth
jumpto6%in 2016-17 from the
1.2% at present, Niti Aayog
member Ramesh Chand said
onthesidelines of an Asso-
chamevent on Thursday. 17

lysis suggests that the frequ-
ency and the duration of heat
waves over the country are
showing an increasing trend.
A part of increasing trend is
attributed to increasing gre-
enhouse gases due to anthro-
pogenic activity,” said the
IMD in its note while coming

out with the forecast of tem- .

perature conditions over dif-
ferent parts of the country.
Death of as many as 2,500
people due to heat waves in the
summer season in the country
last year had prompted the
IMD to come out with the tem-
perature outlook this year.

»2015 3rd warmest yr, P 17

4015 was third

warmest year
since 1901

»Continued fromP1

ditions had prevailed

over Andhra Pradesh
and parts of Telangana,
claiming the maximum num-
ber of lives in 2015.

“The idea of coming out
with the country’s first-ever
seasonal outlook for temper-
ature is to forewarn people
about the impact of heat wave
conditions on certain days so
that they can takeadequatepre-
cautions”, said an official, add-
ingthat the move would helplo-
cal civic authorities to plan ac-
tions that may help reduce the
deadly impact of heat waves.

The action plans, which the
local authorities may take, in-
clude opening of cooling cen-
tres, building public awareness
of heat-related risks, training
medical and corimunity work-
ers and coordinating inter-
agency emergency response ef-
forts. The IMD on Thursday
noted that the country had, in
fact, experienced abovenormal
temperatures during the last
two months (January and Feb-
ruary) this year. “The year 2015
was the third warmest on re-
cord since 19017, said the IMD.

I rolonged heat wave con-



‘Planet 9’ linked to mass
extinctions on Earth?

Hidden Celestial
Body Triggers
Comet Showers,
Affecting Us

Andrew Griffin

mysterious, hidden planet
that could be sitting on
the edge of our solar system
might be linked with periodic
extinctions on Earth, according to
a researcher. The planet might
trigger comet showers, bringing
huge extinction events, according
to Daniel Whitmire, a retired ast-
rophysics professor. His study
links the periodic extinction
events — which fossil records say
causes mass wipe outs on Earth
about every 27 million years —
with the unknown Planet 9.

Planet 9 has been said by some
to exist for years, with two scien-
tists, inrecent months, claimingto
have found strong evidence on its
existance. If those researchers are
correct, then Planet 9 would be 10
times as big as Earth and 1,000 ti-
mes further from the Sun than we
are. The new theory proposes that
as Planet 9 moves around the solar
system, it passes through the Kui-
per Belt — an area of the outer so-
lar system full of icy objects —eve-
ry 27 million years, knocking co-
mets towards us and into the inner
solar system. Oncethey arrive the-
re, they can smash into the Earth
and reduce the sunlight getting to
us, potentially leading to the ex-
tinction events, the researchers
claim. THE INDEPENDENT
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... An illustration shows one possible scenario for
the hot, rocky exoplanet called 55 Cancrl e, which is nearly two times as wide as Earth

A super-Earth made of
solid lava and hot magma

Washington: Scientists, inclu-
ding one of Indian-origin, have
obtained themost detailed map of
a super-Earth for the first time,
that consists of two halves — one
almost molten and other solid.
Usingdatafrom Nasa’s Spitzer
space telescope, researchers fo-
und temperatures on the hot side
can reach 2,500 degrees Celsius,
while temperatures on the cool si-
de are around 1,100 degrees Celsi-
us. “It tells us the planet has hot
nights and significantly hotter da-
ys. The planet inefficiently trans-
ports heat around the planet,” sa-
idlead author Brice Olivier Demo-
ry of University of Cambridge.
“This could be explained by
an atmosphere that would exist
only on the day side of the planet,
or by lava flows at the planet sur-

face,” said Demory.

The super-Earth 55 Cancri e is
relatively close to Earth at 40 light-
years away and orbits close to its
star, whipping around it every 18
hours. Due to its proximity to the
star, it is tidally locked by gravity.
That means one side of 55 Cancri,
referredtoastheday side, isalways
cooking under the intense heat of
its star, while the night side rema-
ins inthedark and ismuch cooler.

“The day side could possibly
have rivers of lava and big pools
of hot magma, but the night side
would have solidified lava flows
like those found in Hawalii,” said
Michael Gillon, from University
of Liege in Belgium. The Spitzer
telescope watched the planet for
80 hours, as it was orbiting aro-
und itsstar. emi



We are neutral on SYL TOW] V; L
Centre tells SupremeCourt A

its senior counsel Rajeev Dhavan, said
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE that the Centre has to make its stand
NEW DELH, MARCH 31 clear and it cannot leave the matter up
- tothe statestobedecided. Headded that

w

[

f
THE CENTRE told the Supreme Court itwasnot justanissue of watersharing =
Thursday that ithas a“neutral” stand in and the entire reference involvedaques-
the tussle between Punjaband Haryana tion of policy. ¢
over the sharing of water through the - Taking note of the Centre’s stand,the 1
Sutlej-Yamuna Link (SYL)canal. w\eare bench remarked: “If they knewthean- 1
neutral. We cannot takeastand,” Solicitor ~ SWeL, why would they have made the 1
General Ranjit Kumar submitted before reference?” On March 14, the Centre had 1
a Constitution Bench led by Justice Anil  told the court that it will “not take any \
R Dave, which is hearing aPresidential side”.Onthe same day,PunjabAssembly «
Reference pertaining t0 punjab had passedthe Bill against the construc-
Termination of Agreements Act, 2004,  tionof SyL canal, providing for transfer of
The Solicitor General’s statement proprietary rights backto the landown-

! cameafterPunjabGovermnent.mrough ers free of cost.
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