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Monsoon slow, to

miss forecast date
Met dept refuses 0 callita delay

NEW DELHL PTt The onset
of southwest monsoon over
Kerala has been delayed
from the date forecast by
the Met department due to
its “sluggish” pace.

The normal date for onset of
mensoon over Kerala is June ),
It also marks the official onset
of rains in the country. This
year, the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) had pre-
dicted that it would hit the
southern state o May 30.

According to Skyraet, a ori-
vate ferecasting agency, mon-
soon arrived over the Ap-
daman and Nicobar Islands on
May 16, three days prior to the
onset date. Since then, the ad-
vance has been slow, By May
21, the southwest monsoon ad
vasiced over the Bay of Bengal
touching southern parts of Sri
Lanka, But theresn, the mon.
soon stagnated for a week.

“The Arabian Sea branch of
the sonthwest monsoen made
very slow advance, and i yer
tareach the exireme southern
tip of India {Kerala). Cloud
build-up on either side of the
sea was looking promising till
a few days ago for timely onset

HHHI

Why is the monsoon late?

M Normal date for onset of southwest monsoon made
monsoon over Keralais very slow advance, and is
June 1. it also marks vettoreach extreme
official onset of rain southerntip of india
inthe country * Cloud build-up, whigh

B Mot Depariment had locked promising afew -
predicted monsoon over days ago, slowed down as
Kerala on May 30 cioud pattern became dif-

® Arabian Sea branch of fused and Unorganised

over Kerala, However;it slowed and Kerala“In the last 24
down as the cloud pattern be-  hours, Karnataks has observed
came a little diffused and un- good rainfall. Kerals, too, ex
organised,” said Skymet. perienced good rainon May28,

However, the IMD hag re-
fused to call it a delay, saying
the progress was sluggish,
“There is a difference of plus-
minus four days, which is from
May 27 to June 3. At this mo-
ment, monsoon has already en-
tered the Arabian Sea, crossed
Sri Lanka and entered the Bay
of Bengal, We are closely mon-
itoring its progress, During the
progress of nonsoon, itis ofter
observed that ity pace varies,”
said IMD Depusty Director Kr-
ishnanand Hosalikar.

Butpre monsoon rain is still
being observed in Karnataka

with Pampakuda in Ernaky.
lam district recording 5% mm
of rain. Udayanampuram in
Kottayam districe received 37
mmn of rain, while Mun-
dathicede in Thrissur received
30 mm of rainfall. On May 29,
rainfali in Kerala became min-
inal, with isofated places re-
ceiving very light rain.

“However, in the last 24
hours, some rainfall has been
observed in the state, but the
weather activity has heen
patchy in natare, which is not
characteristic of the monsoon "
added Skymet,
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Activists welcome Yamuna
compensation fee plan ™

Dramisi Nath

NEW DELHE  The Yamauna,
which travels through Delhi,
eollecting garbage, sewage,
construction waste, réligious
offerings and  industrial ef-
fluents, may still have a
chance to become
“pollution-free,
Environmentalists say the

National Green Tribunal-im-

posed compensation fee to he
collected by the Delhi Jal
Board will Boost efforts to
clean the river, which is
choked hy pollutants,

However, a recant study by
the Central Pollution Control
Board published in the Envi-
romment Ministry's Annual
Report (2014-2015) found
that there had been ne change
inthe water quality in the 40-
&m streteh # monitored,

“The study reflects that
polation level in the river is
unchanged in spite of gradual
‘reduction in pollution Ioad
contributed by the major
drains in the Natjonal Capital
Territory of Delhs,” stated the
report,

It went on fo add that the .

cause of deteriorating water
quality, particulatly in the
stretch after Wazirahad har-
rage, was “unabated discharg-
es of wastewatey
predominantly from domnes-
tic sources into the river”,

Polluting houschoids

These poliuting houge-
holds are being targeted by
the new compensation strue-
ture.

The DJB on Friday cleared
a proposal 1o coliect an envi-
ronmental compensation fee
from households that are not
connected to its sewer net-
work. The NGT had erdered
oa May 8 that Delhiites who
4o not pay for sewer facilies
be charged the fee based on

the ‘polluter pays’ principle.
As per DMJB officials, the

CLEANING UP: The DJB had on

proposal fo collect
Jee from households
sewer network, - rie sworo

The amount collected by
the government, throu gh
the DJB and discoms,
would be used for NGT-
sanctioned projects,
including new sewage
freatment plants,
extension of the network
and repairs of oid lines

proposal is subject to approv-
al of the Dethi Governament,
but the rates wiil vary from
Rs.500 to Rs.200, depending
on the eategory of the colony,
These whe don't have water
cenneetions will pay their lo-
<4l power diseom, while oth-
ers will depusit the fee with
their water bills to the DJB,
Residents of un-sewered
parts in A and B category col-
onies will have to pay Hs,500
per month, those in C and D
colonies will have to give
#5300, and in E to H colonies
the fee will be Rs.200, '
The NGT, while hearing 2
petition by sctivist- Manoj
Misra, had on January 13 giv-
en a isdgment titled “Maili ce

F?iday cleared a

an environmental compensation
that are not connected Lo its

Nirmal Yamuna Revitalisa-
tion Plan 2017, The compen-
sation fee is ope of the
components of the NGT-
monitored plan. '

- Mr. Misra; the convenor of
the Yamuna Jiye Abbiyaan,
said: “With people getting di-
rectly linked with the pro-
gress of the river through
their monetary contribution,
they ean hold the government
aceountzhle”

Mr. Misra added that the
amount collected by the gov--
ernment, through the: DJB
and discoms, would only be
used for NGT-sanctioned
projects, including new sew-
age treatment plants, exten-
sion of the network and
repairs of oid lines,

Activist Vikrans ‘Tongad, of
Social Action for Forest and
Environment (SAFE), said
the fee was welcome, but the
government's implementa-
tion of projects would be key
inimproving water guality.

"We have hope that if the
NGT is monitoring the plan
then we will sce a rea change
inthe river,” said M, Tongad,
who has petitioned the NGT

FI7 Tratoar feorrinm 2o 05 o 0 o 4
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absence of pre-monsoon
showers. Several states,

including agrarian Punjab
and Haryana, have recorded

3

eupected tocontinue They say
heatwaves in future will be

more intense, of lunger dura-
tions and greater frequency.

Covering L., Y18

at on, monsoon not before June 4

) . ) i o , \
The change inweatherinthe  morout ey a2 Punjab, Haryana record up to 90% rain deficiency ’
-northwestisduetfeawestern . ing droughtJlike situation. ViBHA SHARMA Conditions not favourable
disturbance. Withconditions  Agriculture is  heavily eoweews smence VD" ing D Sivananda Pai
o - IMD’s head of longrange forecasting ) Sivanan .
oot favouring its progress, depenéem{;}l&zhe mcnsoer;;g annmfem dentng  Says conditions are still unfavourable for the pl'ogtffﬂs
gen?‘:?‘awmmb?;’;:ﬁz gsmrmoimiﬁgﬁm f:mzd VoI temperatures O/ the monsoon,w%zmhdnsi its strength after reaching
xpected: epends . above-normal : in Sri Lanka

Kerala coastby Juned, three  Last year, the country during ome of the deadiest .?:S"n‘;i?i‘ili;’;i’émpamea by squall will occur In
days after its normal onset peverved 12 per cent Jess rain, heam"ffgiw o r;’;f ﬁz Punjab, Haryana, Chandigart, Uttarakhand, west Uttar
date of June 1. which hit production of mm“:mund catiso,  Pradesn, north Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, 2:zl j?'s-
. MD's he:;;i Sef ionggaanz)gael Agngrams,l ucgzom Oﬂseedsm : %hg’l;m mezs‘}temnn« o v garh,Vidarbha and north Karnataka from june tto

orecasting I Sivanan i icu & : ;
says conditions are still 0.2 per cent in 2014-15 fiscal, Kashmir, Punjab, Haryana ih would occur i
unfavourable for the progress  while the fotal foodgrain pro-  and West Rajasthan brought Madhya P;adesh, A&d}thme RWMM Chandigarh,
of the monsoon, which lostits  ductiondeclinedto251.12mil- - somerclieftothepeopletoday  Pradech and “SUrBaS, W8 B L LR
strength after reaching Ham-  lion tonne from a record  Though the monsoonarival mdmm ficted a  Pradesh, morth Rejesthan,
bantota in Sri Lanka, Notably, 265,04 million tonne last year.  over the Indian mainland has  ment UV gand Madhya Pradesh, Chhattis-
the Northern Limit of Mon-  While PM Norendra Modiin  been delayed il June 4 and - major relef for northywest and Vidarbha and north Kar-
soon (NLM) has been stag-  his “Mann Ki Beat” address  heatwave conditions  are  Vidarbhaandnorth Kamataka - gath, WA E0 -
nant for ever a week. In ifs  today urged the people to take  expected to continue in east  in the commng two da)gi o ' CONTINUED ON P11
preliminary forecast, the IMD  care of themselves, birds and ~ Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhapd, Thunderstorms accompanied e
saidthemonsoonwouldreach  animals, the fact is that most of
theKeralacoastonMay 36,an  the states in the country are il
armouncement that brought  equipped todeal with the situa-
cheerto the countey suffering  tion caused by above-normal
its worst summers. “temperatures, which are only

The 2015 heatwave has epected to get worse with the -
claimed over 2000 lives so far  passage of time, According to
Most plains in the northwest,  scientists, India has become .
central western and peninsu-  hotter over the last two
lar India are parched due to  decades *and the frend is
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Rain reliefin |
north likely |
fromtoday

5 torthwest India is likely
i N0 see some velief from

thesearinghest, withthemet

office forecasting oceasional
storms from Monday reports
Amit Bhattacharya. How- !
ever, central India and the @
AndhraTelangana  region, !

wheremore than 2,000 people :

have died so far, may have to
waitfor afew moredays. :

A fresh pulse of moist
winds from the west hasrea- !
ched J&K andisHkely tobri-
ngdust storms and thunder-
showers over northwest In-
dia, including Delhi, for 34
days and may result in maxi-
mium  temperatures drop-
ping below 40 degrees. PY
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today, but T’gana has to wait

AmitBhattacharya
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Northwest India
is likely to see occasional
storms over the next few days
hreaking the spell of high
heat, atthoueh central india
and the Andhra-Telangana
helt - the ground zeroof over
2,000 heat-related deaths -
may have to wait for a few
more days for rain relief,

The Met office said a fresh
puise of moist winds from the
west, called western disturh-
ance, had reached J&K and
was likely to interact with a
jow pressure system over
Haryana ¢ bring scattered
dust storms and thunder-

showers over northwest in-.

dias, including the national
capital region from Monday.
Qeecasional wet spelis are
likely to continue for three-
four days and may result in
maximum temperatures

- dropping below 40 degrees

celsius over the region. The
relief, however, is unlikely to
iastheyond Juned.

The relief is also unlikely
to spread to areas in central,
south and east India, where a
ridge of high pressure may
continue to yesult in largely
dry weather with extreme
heat, according fo a special
update on the weather portal,
AccuWeathern

IMI, howeven, has predict-
ed a glight easing of heatwave
conditionsintheseareasfrom
Junie 2, Meanwhile, the mon-
soon continues to be stalled
over the Arabian Sea despite

s
i,

HEAT-BUST
AT . d

ARABIAN .
. SEA
&
Monsoon Hne
i 236 May

2131 May
» Dust and thundorstorms
in northwest India from
Wonday expected o hring
down tempevatures

» High heat to persist for

2 more days over paris of

Kerala receiving scattered
rains over the weekend, IMD
nad predicted the monsoon to
make landfall on May 30, with
amodelerror of fourdays.

"Our  models currently
show monsoon is likely to hit
Keralzaround.funes withan
error of one or twodays on ¢i-
ther side,” said T} Sivananda
Pai, ITMD lead monsoon fore-
caster, on Sunday

He said the onset wounld be
weak as the monsonn system

ER ON THE WAY
ey

Fource:
Attuweather,

S iMe
16-20May - :

central, east & south india

» Monsoon Bkely to hit Kerala
around June 5, says MD

HOTTEST SPOT ON SUNDAY
Chandrapur [ 46.8°C

was failing to gain strength at
the moment.

“Therehasbeen high atmo-
spheric pressure over the
southern region which is pre-
venting the monsoon from
pushing through. The heat-
wave inparts of thessuthisal-
s¢ linked to this. The pressure
has now weakened, resulting
in partial relief from the heat,
brthasn't gone away,” Paisaid.

For thefull report, logon
fo wapw. timesofindia.com
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Namami Gange is not just a religio-cultural obsession, it builds India’s infrastructure

Ashok Malik

Earlier this month the
National  Waterwavs
Bil, 2015, was intro-
dnced in Parliament by
shipping minister Nitin
A Gadkari. Relatively less
noticed amzd high-profile ieg}siatwm
discussed during the budget session,
this bill and ite underlying p?iiiosophy
are nevertheless worthy of attention.
Creating a network of vibrant inland
waterways and reimagining our great
rivers as what they once were — the
original expressways and freight corri-
dors of history - is a key element to
India'semerging connectivity sirategy.

For Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
theinland waterways thrustisparticular
Iy essential to realising the potential
of the Ganga as ecanomic capital, Those
wholook upon the Namami Gange project
as merely 4 religio-cultural ohsession do
i{ & great disservice. 1t has significant
economic implications, especially in the
vontext of passenger and freight move-
mentdown the Ganga. Tt isalson testease
for & multi-vear, multi-water way rejuve-
nationof river basins across the couniry

Thestretchof the Ganga from Haldia
w0 Allahabad (1,630 km) iscalied Nation-
al Waterway (NW 1) If fravels through
West Bengal, Bihar and eastern ittar
Pradesh, among the poorest and most
infrastructure-scarce regions of the
country NW I has the eapacity to bring
goods and people from the deep east 1o
thelieartof northernindia. At Varanasi,
it could conceivably be connected to
the Eastern Freight Corridor (rat) and
the Grand Trunk Read, making for an
impressive logistical chain.

Yei, this is not all. NW 2 (the Brahma-
putray can be linked to NW 1 through
Hangiadesh. This is expected io figlre in
the conversation when Modi visis
Dhaka in June. B carvies the hope of
addressing the nertheast’s access lssues,
and reducing its distance from northern
India. Assam and the other states of the
northeast also lay great store on NW 6
{the Barak}). 1t can flow inte NW 1. and
credte & Barak-Ganga waterway, through

the Bunderbans and the Bay of Bengal.

Equally audacious is the designing
of a link between NW 5 ¢the Brahmani)
and NW I using the East Coast Canal in
Odisha. The canal was built by the
British in the 19 century bt has heen
damaged by decades of neglect. Hisnow
close to completely silted. Even so, itean
be redeemed. If it is made functional
again, coal, iron ore and steel from
Odisha can trave] to Far-off markets not
by trueks ar frains butontheriver

How will this help or be more effi.
cient? River vessels of reasonable size
can carry 1.500-1,800 tonnes of freight
and replace a third of a goods trains. o
be able to do so, o1t the Ganga at least,
they need a water depih of three metres
in the navigation channel. The Ganga,
abused by industry and individuals
over the vears, suffers on this count. In
the stretch from Patna to AHahabad,
for example, the navigation channel
reaches a depth of only about two
metres. This ean be addressed by

i
Creating a network of
vibrant inland waterways
and reimagining our great
rivers as what they once
were - the original
expressways and freight
corridors of history-isa key
element to India’s emerging
connectivity strategy

dredgingand, technical reports suggest,
the building of two tofour barrages.
This poses both opportunities and
challenges that are far more complex
than a mere “let's clean the river”
argument. If the drédging exercise is
conducted and the harrages are built,
ecoionic activity hy and dowa the Gan-
ga will be accelerated. This wiil create
jobs. Barges of 1,500 tonnes can be made

Arurdyist Das Basuy

from the debris of ship-breaking, an
industryIndiaspecialises inn. Usingsuch
re-rolied stee] could give a boost to Make
in India. The barges and freight vessels
themselves could carry foodgrains, ce-
ment, edibie oil, chemicals up and down
the river, saving costs for a host of indus-
frial units - from ofl mills to sugarcane
brocessers {0 power plants - that pop-
ulatetheGanga'shanks. Thisistheexpe.
rience in Buropeand the United States,

Nevertheless the project is not with-
out its chalienges. Barrages impede
natural water flow for short stretches of
the river. This raises the water level in
parts and could inundate the char land
that currently gets created in the sumn-
mer months and is used for some agri-
cultire. The pavof! for the nsers of this
charland will need to be explained and
politically negotinted.

That aside hidia has Hmited knowl-
edge of state-of-the-art dredging equip-
ment. There is also the question of what
1 do with the dredged material, This
sandy waste, when dried, can be uged for
buliding work. One school of thought is
considering giving it free to villages by
the riverside, as an incentive and a gift
from themunificentriver -and tocreate
aconstitnency for NamamiGange.

Environmentalisty worry aboutriver
traffic for two major reasons: fuel emis
sions and possible spillage, and the im-
pactof propelier sound on the movement
and breeding patfernsof river delphins.
OnNW1, the Ganganurturesdolphing in
Vikramshila (Bhagalpur) and Varanasi,
NagamiGange will need to deploy tech-
nology in the form of noise attenuators
and upgrade marine pollution regula-
tions. China's tragicexperience with the
doiphinsof the Yangtze isa warning.

Finally, from January 1. 2015, the
International Maritime Organisation
has mandated the use of higher-quality
less-pollating fuel for  international
waters. The minimum sulphur content
has been eut by 80%. These strict provi-
sions are neot applicable in domestic
waters Anenlightened inland waterways
policy must bridge the gap. The Ganga,
and hersisterrivers, deserve asnuch.

Fhewriter isa political comnmentalor
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© 10%, it will be one more year of drought, making it two successive years of drought, an event that has happened only v
three timas i the past 113 years (1904-05, 1965-66 and 1985-87). In 1817, monseon exceeded normal by the highest

percentage (22,9} in 113 years, In 1918, monsoon was deficient by 24.9%, the highest deficiency for this period
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India’s date with monsoon

@timesgroup.com

not likel?fv till June

Pune; The muchneeded
RONSOON missed its
rendezvous with Kerala en
May 30 and weather experts
said Hs onset was not
Hikely for at least a couple'ef
daysormore,

India Meteorological De-
partment (IMB) officials
S4W NO Prograss in monsoon
on May 30, which was ini
tially forecast as the onset
date of monsoon over Kera
la. Experts said the mon
soon was over the Arabian
Sea and had to further
strengthen {0 advance over
Keraia. The winds contin
ued to be northwesterly and
they had to become south.
westerly, 2 pre-condition for
the ansetover Kerala,

OnMay 28, thesonthwast
monsoon had advanced into

THE LONG WAIT

southern parts of south
Arabian Ses, Maldives-Co-
morin areas and some more
paris of southwest Bay of
Bengal, but there was no
progressafier that.
According to GP Shar
ma, vice president, meteo.
rology, at Skymet Weather
Services, strong northwest.
erlv winds are prevailing ali

3: Expert

along the west coast—right
from Gujarat to Kerala,
“Prior to the onset of
monsoon. winds along the
Kerala coast have to changs
to southwesterly, which is a2
pre-condition {0 monsoon
onset and has not happened
till now. There is an anticy
clone in the Arabian Sea,
whichisgoverning windsall
along the Kerala and Karna.
taks coast. The anticyclone
has {0 become insignificant
for thewinds tochange their

direction to southwesterly,

which cannot happen in a
day’stime," hesaid.

it will take at least four
days for the anticyelone sys- -
tem to become insignificant

and monsoon onset over Xer-

ala may be affer June 3 only,

Sharmasaid.

“Eyven after the onset, the
- monsoon will continne tobe

weak for somedays,” hesaid,
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Heat wave clalms 56 more hves

,press trust of india 1& e

NEW DELHI, 30 MAY: The siz

Zhing heat wave continued to

dlaim lives, with 56 more deaths

pring reporied Fom Telangana
and Odisha since yesterday, rais-

ing the nationwide toll to 2061.
The overall tof] in varioes pars

‘of the country yesterday stood at

2005
" The hear wave was witnessed

‘il many pants of the countey but
Nagpur in Mabarashira recorded

the highest temperature of 47,1

_degrees celsius.

" felangana, the woll due ©
the heat wave tose 0 4T as of 5

. today, with 52 more deaths

cing seporied during the lasr 24
houss, said 2 senior official of the

" The worsthit state of Andbrz

Coviring L. YIZ

Pradesh has  seponed 3450
deaths. The tol in Odisha also
08¢ t0 21 from 17 since yester
day. Seven deaths bave so far
been reported from Gujarat and
two from Defhi.

Since 15 Aprll, Nalgonda dis-
trict i Telangam has recorded
the maximum number of 139
dleaths, foliowed by Karimnagar
(1263, Khammam (9%) and

lowed by 35 in Medak district, 26

in Adifabad, 26 in Warangal, 18 in

Nizasabad, and 10 in Hyderabad,
The highest madmum tempera-
wre of 47 degree Celsiuy was
recorded at Ramagundam yester
day. Aording o the
Meteorological department, iso-
fated rain ocourred overTelangana
yesterduy. In Odisha, the Special
Refief Commissiones's (SR}
office reccived reponts of 8

mate  disaster  mapagement  Mahibubnagar (42). deaths allegedly due o sun
department. The toff in the state ‘The heat wave has cabmed 36 stroke. However, only 21 have
was 480 yesterday, fives in Ranga Reddy distiet fob  been confirmed as death due o

heat steoke.
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All eyes on honzon as Kerala

ol
.
L}

waits for monsoon to show up

CONCERN Southwest monsoon, which accoums for four-fzﬂhs of Ind;a s rainfall, is crucial for agrmlture

Ramesh Babu
« thabeBhindystartines com

THIRUVANANTHAPHRAM: The
southwest mensoon has fatled
to keep its date with Kerala, its
first stopover, throwing meteor.
ologists’ predictions to the winds
again. Interestingly dark clouds
hovered over the southern tipon
Saturday but it was short lived.
After amiid drizzle, the blister
g $Un reappeared.

The southwest monsocon,
which accounts for four-fifths
of the nation's rainfall, ts crwe
clal for millions of the coun.
try’'s farmers.

“We have pinned much hope
o7 it. Good rain means better
returns,” suld K Prabhakaran,
a.paddy farmer in Kerala's rice
bow! Kuttanad (central Kevala).
But its delay hasn’t digappoint-
¢d him either, "That's not a big
issua. What we need is steady
rainfal in coming days,” he said.

Interestingly, the state
recefved relatively good pre-
mongooh showers this time,

The southwest monsoon,
after hitting Kerala, will move
towards central India and pro-
vide relief from the heat wave
in the region. H is expected fo
strike the nationa] capital by
June-end.

A good monsoon i3 a key
factor in keeping the Indian
pConomy robust. A rain.fed

£

-

= Dark clouds hovered over Kerala’s shores on Saturday, hut after a mild drizzle the sun re-appoated.

state, last veuy Kerala received
10% excess fall but the country
recorded a 12% deficit. Kerala's
§0% power comes from hydel
projects and 44 rivers thet criss
cross the state.

This year, the weather clep(zrt
ment has predicted a “below

normal’ rain, & factor that is
already playing on the minds
of millions dependent on i,

MONSOON CAN HIT
EERALA BY JUNE 4 IMD
NEW DEELHI; The India
Meteorclogical Department

{1MD) on Saturday said that
monsoon ¢an hit Kerala by
June 4 or 5. F also said that the
heat wave in north India will
ahate from June 1 because of
the formation of afresh western
disturbance.

"Fhe amount of rainfall and

VIVEK NAIR / HT PROTE

the strength of wind that are
needed for declaring a mon.
scon are vet to develop, There
is 2 gradual strengthening of
wind and it would take three to
fowr more days before monsoon
canstrike Kerula,” IMD director
B Yadav told HT. HTC
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Damodar 5 sorrow A tale
of slush, waste and filth

TOXIC WATERS A survey fmds that

vast stretches of the river have turned
into ‘aquatic deserts’ with no marine life

Sanjoy Dey alocality in Ramgarh, barely 150

* sarjoy deyhindustantines com kot from the river's origin.
What makes Damodar's

NAYASARAI/RANCHI: In the hit  case special is the fact that the

fiim of the sixties, Bipashs, the

Centre has now linked if to the

Damodarriverwas thebackdrop  Clean Ganga project, with Urdon
of abloomingromancebetween  water resources minister Uma
Uttam Kumar and SuchitraSen  Bharti taking up the matter on
nJharkhand'sDhanbaddistrict. 2 "war-footing”.
The same Damodar also foa.
tured in arecent Bengaliblock. A RIVER'S WOES
buster, Parivartan(The Change),  Not very long ago, Damoday
setagainsttheMaithondamand  wasknownasthe Sorrowofl {
starringactorsturnedpoliticians  Bengal',everymonsoonthe
Tapas Pal and Satabdi Roy. river would overflow und [/
For cenfuries, the Damodar  mundate hundredsof vik ™
served asalifelineof Tharkhand,  lages destrovingstanding | 3
where itoriginates, and inspired  cropsandkiflinghumans. ,%
poets, painters and philosophers. The floods have long
Forages, it wasthemetaphorfor  stopped, the river’s fury B o y :
Life itself. Not anymore, checkedbynumervusdams - & JHARKHAND —— - g i
Damodar is dying —at some  which have come up on it. S b ' - Umfeated sewage ﬂuws into lhe ﬁamdar at Nayasara&
placesreducedtoastagnantmass  “But so have industrial o PN in Jharkband MANGS SINHA/HY PHOTO
of shush, atothersameretrickle.  unis. Thesepublicseciorunits, ™~ e
Fromifsscurceat Chuthapani  muinly ¢oal and power plants, ODISHA - worse withseveralconl  and announced that the Centre
on the Lohardaga Latehar bor-  are pollutingthe Damodar river™ o L washeriesdraimingout  will give funds “for the river's
der to Beonkhali in West Bengal  says Jharkhand cabinet minister T the entive shudge into  refuvenation”. ¥ indusiries pok
whereitmeetstheHooghlyriver,  Sarvu Rai, whohadlauncheda  industrisl and domestic  theriver Tate river water, they wiil have to
thejourneyof nearly 600 kmis  Save Damodar movement  offiuents haveincreased thevalus "Water freabment isan alien take regponsibility of itscleanli
littered with ravages of human  in 2004, of chemical oxygen demand  conceptforthose workinginthe  ness, not the river development
activity - from town garbage fo The Z81 report says aquatic  {COD) and biochemical oxygen  washeries,” says Dharmendra  department,” she added.
untreated indusirial wastes, Hfe "is negligible” along sev.  demand (BOD), two scientific  Sharma, asocial worker, pointing Earlier this month, Union
A recent survey by the eralplaces, including near the  measures used fo determine  towardsadvaininPhusrofilled  minister of state for power and
Zoclogieal Survey of India(Z8D)  Telmucho bridge in Bhanbad  poftution ina water body withviscous, blacksludgegradu  coal Piyush Goyal sef a three
fays bare a shocking fact vast  and Phusro in Bokaro. For instance, arecant status  ally flowing into the Bamodar month deadiine to the Damodar
stretches of the Damodar have Professor Amardip Singh  report submitted by the state However, 21l is not lost  Valley Corporation (DVC) and
turned into “aquatic deserts”  of the Ranchibased Xavier's  government states that near  vet, feels ZSFs regional incharge  theocoalproducing compunies of
with no marine life left, Instituteof Social Bervices,who  the Telmucho bridge, BOD was  Gopal Sharma. "The river  Coal Indis limited (CIL) to stop
"Notlongage, mostof nsused  hasnlsostudied pollutioninthe  recorded ut 72 mg/litve against  canp be protected with polluting the Bamodar river
to bathe it the river. Today, we  river, said: "Aquaticlife sunder  the permissitie limit of 2.5 mg/  palitical interventions,” he sajd. Saryu Rai, who organised
farevenwading infotheriveras  threatwherever industrisfwaste  litre and £OB at 92 mg/litre the Damodar Mahotsay to ere-
thewater hasturned polsonous,”  is discharged info rivers™ against a permissible limitof 3 ACTION PLAN ate awareness hopes that the
says Awdhesh Sahd, a retired gov- Hesearchers sald that mg/litre Inthe Jhariaregion, OnFriday UmaBhartiattended  Centre’s intervention will heip
ernmentemployesinNayasaral,  this is primarily because theconditionof theriveriseven  aprogrammeon savingtheriver  rejuvenate the Damodan
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NEW DELHE Int India's natural
death frap, the sun isthe sec-
ond bigpest killer after water
and #a victims have increased
by over 60% in the last decade
as thonsands die becanse of
heffective heat management
pians by the government.

National Crime Records
Bureau data shows 2 searing
heat wave has clocked the
highest fol in 15 years, kili-
ing over 2,000 people.

Infact, the rmberof

Heat now second largest natural klller oﬂnduans |

victima was more than :
dotible than fiat in 2 ggg.,.
2003 and 2 Jong-term
analysis revealed the Heat toll i 2!‘&6
fives claimed by India's hfn? hest in In&;a;s i
Arrld TRIGTY, SaV5 Jitda
mﬁ& disaster database
tng. B 2006 and EAY-DAT
215, the highest nmumber
of deaths was reported in 2012
when the toll was the maximum
ameng ali nafural disasters,
CONTINUED ON PAGE &
» MONSOON DELAYED, 18
w An Aslatic olephant gats a bath
at the Dethk x00. vIPIN KusaR / 4t

Heat now second-largest natural killer of Indians

Tue biazing heat was way
behind floods in its kiliing abitity
tiHl aboyt tey yesrs back but has
sinee caught up, a fact oxperts
blame on climate rhange,

Global temperatures have
risen by an average of 0.8 degree
C inthe lnst contiury bed warmer
tropical regions, incuding sonth
India, have witnessed a spike of
betwean two and four degrees,
said the fifth assessment report
of the Intergoverrmentz] Panel
on Climate Change,

3
Covering L., Y15

Humanactivity may havemade
the situation worse. Phenomens
suchasthe wbanheatisiand effoct
~whereacliy orpetropolitanarea
becomes significantly warmer
than its strrounding roral areas

--can make ambient temperature

faelthreebofourdegreazhjghsr
than what it is, satd Ariuna

.5t POEraIIie manager
at the Centre for Science and
Envirorsmetst, "This has also con-
fributed to heat wave conditions
in 2015 Iasting fewer days than in

36 butraking upa higher death
toll, she addad,

Climateexperts point ot India
hasn't done encugh so adapt itself
oriskglemperatures, especially
in saving humnan Hves,

“The historical summer data
shows heat-prone reglons in coast-
al, southern and central India,”
said a sclentist with the Indian
Instiuteof Tropical

But this knowledge hasn't
helped as these regions continue
to report a heavy tol, raising

Questionsabout the govermment's
drought proofing and disaster

plan.

The National Pisaster
Management Authority which is
mandated under law to prepare
disaster management pians,
had requested the states to map
heatwave-prone areas and ereate
adequate infrastructure, Inclading
heaith facilities, fo cope with the
Hlistering sun. Butagovernmeant
official accepied the plan moreor
less remained on paper
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Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Direciorate
Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section

e o e K

725(A), North,Sewa Bhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi - 66.

Dated
Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on
the CWC website.

e
Assistant Dirgcor (publicity)
o 1. 0620 AN

-

Ench As stated above.

Editor. Bhagirath {English) & Publigity

Director (T.D)

For information of Chairman & Member (WP&P/D&R/R .M.}, CWC and all concerned,
uploaded at www.cwae.nic.in
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