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) DNMARGJQOﬂlisyear;ﬁtizliﬂchanﬂ High
-Court-declared that the rivers Gangaand -
" ¥Yamuna wonld beiegally treated as “living .
~ péople” andas such, would enjoy“all corre-
: spondmgrghls dut.les andhzibﬂxtxes ofaliv-
~ ingperson;” :

““Five days Barlier Tor the et ﬁﬁaéiﬁﬂle

...world, a ijver in New Zedland, the -
i Whanganul.wasgmntedlega]nghtsasahu—

- -manbeing. it wasa culmination of evera -
- Wecade-long €fforttby the jorsl Maorirtribe,
* “"The reason we haveitaken thisapproachis
- becauseweconsidertheriverdsanancestor
-+ and always haveé,"thelead negotiator for the

Whanganm iwi (tribe) told The Guardian:
+:Anindia,-a flivision berich compnsing

: jusnceA]okSmghand]ushce I 3,

- thathdusshaxemﬂ]ﬂ'xe two tivers,the

. -Ganga and ¥amuna are centrdl tothe £xis-

: nancenf 1idlf of thelridian popiilation. -7+
“*Therivers haveprovided both physical -
andspmtua]sustenancetoallofmfmmﬁme '
- immemoridl.7They supportand assistbath -

thehfeandnamdrasomces zindhealthand

ST B a7 Lo

'sea,ihebenc‘hnpmed

<Forjudicial purposes; llvmgpemons are
tjuristicpersons™—any subjectmatterother
»’fhan ahumar being —to which the law at-
: mbuxes petsonality for good and sufficient

of SO0 p“hﬁ"fa‘l-smenhﬁc development,

“gvolution ofaﬁchemLpetsonahtytabea ju-

Aisticpersonbecémesinévitable™

- -Citing precefients [1959 (I)SCC‘§55 of
,jg“%gmdmNaﬂlNaskam Commissionofincome

Hx Caleutta ) whichHinduidols have been
sconsidered as< “jufisticentity-capable of
ﬁoldlngpropertyand ofbeingtaxed,” thedi-
vision bencl ot Uttarakhand High Gourt,

. noted’rham&ththedevelopmmmfsoaety
.- where the “ihteractions:of individuals fell

: shorttoupsuggeth%oaalﬂevﬂopmenttbe
- Gnnceptnfguushc-person‘wasdevxsedand
: createq by humanlavs forthe pm;poses -of

mtes;es;ponmbﬂuymﬂnespec{toﬁnw- .
“-Tonment protection-=and Article 51 A (g)-

sthe fundamentil duties of everysitizento

:pmtectanﬂmpravethenaml gnviton-

wéll—*bemgnftheamue commumtyihvers -
-Ganga and Yamuna are breathing, livingand .
- Sustaining commumuesfrmnmountamsto

asons.In other words, “for.a bigger thrugt

Left)’fhe Ganga, oneof two Tivers
coorﬂediegalstamsashvmgpersu

ment —as groundsto pass sudu-x Judgment_

- Thereis thoughafundamental difference
between NewZealand's recognition of their
third Jargestriverasaliving entityand that of
{ttarakhand High Court according the sta-
tus to two of Indid’s prominent rivers. it has

Jed to questions bemgralsed byvanous ’

stakeholders here. -
’~" Itpermmstothemsmdlansappommdto
wrt an hahstfafthriduare Neaw Zaaland has

andone from J:he'Whanganm iwi
dribeitself. I ndia;the three custodiansare .
‘solely governmentauthorities: {he chief sec- -

getary of the state of Uttarakhand, the ddvo-
cate general of the state 6f Uttarakband and
thedirectorofthe NatmnalMlssmniorGean )
Ganga(NMCG). . * -~
:mese‘mme‘ﬂ)ebendmoted,wﬂlserveas
"mehumanfacetoprotea.conseweandpm-
- ssenvethe dversandiheirtibutariestand fhe =thandihiter—whichinseveral instancesis-

-“Wikimedia - 5 =i

above)the Whanganuiriveris sacred
otheMaonm'be_ﬁle/NemPnyadarshL A

TN

N ceedmgs mprotemhe mtzrstof thenvel&

.:Simply put, the conceptudl and practical
--implication of the judgment is thatit madkes
<4t easierfor the three chosen authotities to

‘take action agamstthose who ponute the’
nver .
Actmsts pomtro the the 1ack ofdocal
Tepresentauves as custodians of the riveys -
.and say that the judgment instead allovgs -

_%‘

Justatpohqrmakersand notthe largerpub-

4 ,ﬂxc.’"ri\Aalhlthanotfmm Gangai\vahan,an

. said. “The $tate.of Uttarakhand shotld not
bemade custodxans,ﬁleyshould behe]dre-
sponsible™ *
¥The Uttarakharid ngermnentmms seek—

4 - +dng Blarty.on the March 20 order. Itrecently
i - ¢ said that it plans tpapproach the Supreme

- -Court in‘this Tegard. The state government
comtends that since theTiver flows through
five states; it could leafl t*$echnical, geo-
¢ ~graphical and ddministrative issues” in the

- implementation of the order. How an the
-~ chief secretary of Uttarakhand be held ac-

+ .countable if the river is polluted in West

.Bengal, Bihar, Jharkhand or Uttar Pradesh
,.ﬂlesmtewamsmimow i
~ ~"And two months after the order, the of—~
('ﬁce of another of the custodians, the National
* MissionforClean Ganga, hassoughtlegalad-
~yice from the{aw ministry. *“Wgwant 1o
- know what implications it has forus?".an
NMCG official said,adding the filehas been
- stalled since the matter is sub-judice. The
- Ministry of Water Resources might extend
. thisorderto examine all Dthernversm India
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