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a People enjoy the sudden showers on Thursday at india Gate in New Delhi.

Rain cools city, monsoon

ARUN SHARMA/HT

a couple of days away

RESPITE Evening pre-monsoon showers bring city 5.6 mm rainfall

HT Correspondent between 79% and 45%. On Friday, the maximum
» htreporters@hindustantimes.com The monsoons — a wind sys- and minimum temperatures
tem - normally reach the city are expected to be between 39
NEW DELHI: Pre-monsoon show- onJune 29 each year. Thisyear, degreesand 29 degrees Celsius.
ers lashed Delhi on Thursday it has beendelayed. A thunderstorm is expected in
evening, bringing cheer after a “Conditions are becoming theevening.
hot and humid day. favourable for further advance of The monsoon was slow in
The actual monsoon showers, the southwest monsoontosome reaching Kerala, the first place
however, are expectedonly after more parts of East Rajasthan, inIndia that receives the rains,
a couple of days. remaining parts of Himachal this year and was a week behind
The maximum temperature Pradesh, Uttarakhand, West schedule. There are a few rea-
on Thursday wasrecorded at39.8 Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh  sons to celebrate, though.
degrees Celsius, three degrees and most parts of Punjaband .  According to the long-range

above normal. The minimum
was 30.6 degrees Celsius, also

Haryana, entire Chandigarh
and Delhi and some parts of

forecast, rain this monsoon
season will be above the nor-

three degrees above normal. West Rajasthan during thenext mal range. North-western

The evening showers cooled 2-3 days;” a statement issued India, which includes Delhi,
the city and brought 56 mm of by the India Meteorological are expected to get good rains
rain. The humidity oscillated Department said. after two years.
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Girls cross a waterlogged road at B.S.Z. Marg after heavy showers in New Dethi on
Thursday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: MUKESH AGGARWAL
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11% monsoon deficit in June

Shortfall To
Be Made Up
In July: Met

Amit.Bhattacharya
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Monsoon re-
mained slightly below expec-
tations in the first month of
the rainy season as June end-
ed with a countrywide deficit
of 11%, mainly on account of
a delayed onset.

Despite the deficit, howev-
er, rains have been in the nor-
mal to excess range in around
two-thirds of India’s 36 meteor-
ological subdivisions. “The
deficit in June was mainly due

to the eight-day delay in mon-
soon’s onset. It progressed well
after that but did not perform
as expected in central India.
But the shortfall should be
made up in July,” said D Siva-
nanda Pai, lead monsoon fore-
caster at the India Meteorolog-

" jcal Department.

The Met departiment ex-
pects rains to pick up in July,
the most crucial month of the
season for kharif sowing.
Monsoon’s performance in Ju-
ly is also important for water
recharge as it accounts for al-
most athird of thetotal season-
al rainfall. By contrast, June
normally getsonly around18%
of thetotal monsoon rains.

“The monsoon hit the
country only on June 8. So, we
have got just about three weeks
of monsoon rains so far. By

that measure, an 11% shortfall
is well within range,” said BP
Yadav, director, IMD. Among
the meteorological regions of
the country, south India re-
ceived the best rain bounty,
with 22% excess rains in June.
Although themonsoonisyetto
arrive in many parts of north-
west India, the region had just
a2.4% rain shortfall becauseof
fairly good pre-monsoon show-
ers in states such as Punjab.
The highest shortfall was
in east and northeast India,
where Juneended witha27.3%
deficit. The performance
wasn’t totally unexpected be-
cause theregion is predicted to
receive less rains this year.
The region where mon-
soon has been more or less dis-
appointing is central India,
which had an 18.2% deficit in

June. Except for Konkan and
Goa, Marathwada and west
Madhya Pradesh, rainfall has
been less than average in all
subdivisions of the region.
While Odisha and east MP
are expected to get rains in the
next days, other subdivisions
in the region where the deficit
is high — Gujarat and Madhya
Maharashtra — may have to

wait a few more days for good

rainfall, Met officials said.
These areas too would get good
monsoon showers in July, they

added. “In the next few days,

monsoon activity islikely tobe
concentrated in northwest In-
dia and adjoining parts of cen-
tral India. We expect monsoon
to hit Delhi, Haryana, Punjab
and more parts of UP and Ra-
jasthan in the next two-three
days,” said Yadav.

RAIN NORMAL
IN 63% OF INDIA

MONSOON RAINFALL June 1-30

Excess (+20% or more) @ Norma! (+19% to -19%)
m Deficient (-20% to -53%)  Scanty (-60% to -99%)

Rain status in % area of country

-19%

Net kharif sown area compared ¥
-24%

Net kharif sown area compared
to normal (till June 24)

with last year (till June 24)

KHARIF SOWN AREA (last week of June)
(in lakh hectares)

2013 (une 2 EEEEERSEEEE] S0
2014 (une 26) I 134.18
2015 ¢une 24) NN 164.10
2016 Qune 24) NN 124.94
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New Delhi: Extremely high
1evel of humidity andlightto
moderate isolated showers
on Thursday evening prepa-
red the ground for the arrival
of monsoon in Delhi in the
coming few days.

The discomfort caused by
a maximum humidity of
799, was fuelled by a rise in
temperature. Both maxi-
mum and minimum tempe-
ratures were three degrees
above normal on Thursday --
39.8 degrees Celsius and 30.6
degrees Celsius respectively.

Around 6.30 pm, dark clo-
uds — which had been linge-

ring all day — finally gave
way to rain though it left the
day even more humid. Met
department recorded 5.6 mm
rain in a period of three ho-
urs till 8.30 pm.

The northern limit of the
monsoon continued to pass
through Dwarka, Vallabh Vi-
dyanagar, Sawai Madhopur,
Gwalior, Lucknow, Pantna-
gar, Dehradun, Una and Jam-
mu. Met department said
that conditions were beco-
mingfavourable for advance-
ment of the southwest mon-
soon inmorepartsof eastRa-
jasthan, remaining parts of
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarak-
hand, west Madhya Pradesh,

Uttar Pradesh, most parts of
Punjab and Haryana, all of
Chandigarh and Delhi and
some parts of west Rajast-
han in the next two to three
days. The normal date of ar-
rival of monsoon in Delhi 1s

June 29. |
A combination of the va-

rious systems would result-

in fairly widespread rain
over the plains of northwest
India from Friday which wo-
uld intensify over the yee-
kend. Delhi will see a gene-
rally cloudy sky with chan-
ces of thunder with rain on
July 1 and 4. Moderate rain
with thundershowers are
likely tooccurondJuly 2 and 3.
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Pre monsoon shower S

A labourer riding a bicycle during heavy rainfall in the Capital on Thursday. = AFP
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New Delhi, 30 June.Pre-mon-
soon showers drenched the
national capital today bring-
ing much needed respite
from the sticky heat and
which led to a fall in mercu-
I'y.

Maximum temperature
was noted at 39.8 degrees Cel-
sius, three notches above
the season's average while the
minimum temperature set-
tled at 30.6 degrees, also

three notches above the nor-
mal, said a Met department
official.

“These were pre mon-
soon showers. Monsoon rains
are likely to hit the city in
the next 48 to 72 hours,” said
a senior Met Department offi-
cial.

Palam registered a maxi-
mum temperature of 40.4 de-
grees. Thehumiditylevel oscil-
lated between 79and 45 per cent.

The Met Office has pre-
dicted overcast conditions
along with the possibility of rain
for tomorrow.

“The skies will be partly
cloudy. There is likelihood of
rain accompanied by thun-
derstorm in the eveningtomor-
row. “The maximumand min-
imum temperatures are like-
ly to settle at around 39 and 29
degrees Celsius,” the weath-
erman said. d|
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