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Assam floods claim three , o
lives; 7.35 lakh people hit +

Bijav Sankar Bora

TREBIENE NEWS SERVICE

GUWAHATY, AUGUST 31

A fresh wave of flood induced
by incessant rains since
August 28 has so far claimed
three Hves while affecting

~ over 1.35 lakh people from
© 1,087 villages in 58 revenue

circles spread over 18 districts
in the state, the Assam State
Disaster Management
Authority said.

The Brahmuaputra is flow-
ing over the danger mark at’
Dibrugarh, Jorhat, Tezpur
and Dhubri, while its tributar-
1es are showing a rising trend
and flowing above the danger
level st many places across
the state,

Flood has created havoc in
Dibrugath  and Dhemaji |
fowns in the state while

Coverimg b, YI

standing crop over 1.18 lakh
hectares has been inundated.
AL several places, roads and
embankments had been
damaged by floodwater, snap-

ping surface communication..

The digiricts  affected
include Tinsukia, Dibrugarh,
Dhemaji, Lakhimpur, Sonit-
puz, Jorhat, Kamrup, Kokra-
jhar, Bongaigaon, Barpeis,
Goalpara, Morigaon, Nagaon,
Baksa, Cachar, Udalguri, Nal-
hariand Darrang. Over 51,000

affected pecple are lodged in
188 relief camps set up by the
governenent.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Tarun Gogol on Monday disect-
ed to provide immediate relief
10 people affected by floods
mduced by excessive mins in
the state. Gogol directed the
officers to keep vigil and fake
remedial steps. He reviewed
the sihualion ata meeting at the
conferenceroomofhis office in
Assam secretariat,
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rain  shortfall for the

month, July and Angust
are the wettest months of the
seuson. With both ending
with high deficits this yean it
is unlikely that gverall mon
soon rains would be higher
than%0% of normal—-thecut-
off mark for a drought veur
Carrently, the overall mon-
soondeficiency standsat11%.

Adding to the bleak seo
nario 1s the prospect of the
monscon's refreat  begin
ningsoon. “Thestartof mon.
soon  withdrawal is on
cards,” said IMD director
general L S Rathore

The monsoon's retrest,
heginning from northwestin
dig, is declared by IMD based
ot three criteria observed in
the region - absence of rain
foratleast fivestraightdays.a
significant drop in moisture
and reversal of monsoonal
winds by the formation of an
antieyelone "We are seeing
signs of the first two condl
tions. Inthenextfewdays itis
iikely that all three criteria

I‘Vl}) had predicted 2 10%

22% rain deficit in Aug,
third driest since 1993

AmitBhattacharya & i
NehaMadaan| Tin yi

New Delhi/Pune: August
ended with a higher than-an-
ticipated rainfall defici of
299 and with India Meteoro.
logical Department officials
saving the monsoen could
start withdrawing in thenext
fow days, thechances of asec
ond suecessive dronght yvear

in the country appear high,
IMD) szid the atl India welght
ed average rainfall in August
was 204.Zmm against a nor-
mal of 261mm, making it the
third lowest August rainfail
in over fwo decades. Since
1963, monsocon in August has
been weakeronly in 2005(aiso
an Bl Nino year)and 2005,

pContinuedon P 15
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w Wettest months of
Huty and Aug see high
monsoon deficit this year:
~16% T July and ~22%
in Aug

» Monsoon £1% less than
normat though the season
beginaing June 1

» South peninsula worst
off at -21%, followed

by central ndia (-15%),
northwest (- 10%3, east &
northeast (2%}

» MD predicts poor
rains T September, with
deficit likely to be 25%.
But Sent rains notoriously
unpredictabig, could
spring pleasant surprise
» Monsoon iikely to
withdraw from northwest
India in next few days

Rainfall G mum)from June 1 f0 Aug 31

% rainfall

deviation

from normal a8
33

Actual | Normat| % Departure
6322 | 7141 |11

No, of subdivisions

| Excess |3 1+20% or more}
Normat | 58 (+19% 10 19%;}
Beficient [ 15 (-20% to -59%}
Scanty | 0 (-59% to -99%}

willbemet,” Rathoresaid.
Monsoon's  withdrawal
from the country is a long
drawn process that usually
takes more than a month to
complete. Although the nor-
mal date for the process to

start is September I, mon-
soon's withdrawal at this
stage from northwest India
would increase the rain defi-
¢it I the region where Pun:
jab, Harvana and west Uttar
Pradesh already have a sig

nificant shortfall.

IMD has predicted =z
25% rain deficit in Sepfem-
her, the last month of the
ORS00 $eason.

For thefuil veport, logon
fo wiww. timesofindia.com
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WATER WOES |z |

An inundated locality in Assam's Dibrugarh Monday. The flood situation in the state
worsened on Monday with the Brahmaputraand its 100-0dd tributaries inundating fresh
areas, taking the total number of affected people to more than sevenlakh. P17
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"""'Fldod situation grimin
s, hits4.65lakh

¥

uwahati, 31 Aupust

The floed sifuation today
remained critical in Assam,
affecting4.65 lakh people in
14 districts where one Iakh
hectares of cropiand have
been inundated by the surg-
ing waters of the swollen
Bahmaputra and its fribu
taries.

Over 1,100 villages and
focalities arereeling undey
the flood waters in Dhema-
i, Lakhimpur, Tinsukia,
Dibrugarh, Kokrajhar, Bon
gaigaon, Sonttpur, Barpeta,
Jorhat, Goalpara, Morigaon,
Cachar, Golaghat and
Nagaon districts, aceord
inztothedaily flood hulletin
of the Assam State Disaster
Management Authority,

The current wave of
fioods has claimed 13 lives
sofarand one lakh hectares
of cropland has been sub-
merged,

Amother and her minor
son were washed away by the
Sessa river at Thakuthan on
the outskirts of Dibrugarh
¢ity last night when they
were going to a relief camp
there, an official said.

Monika Das £36), her hus

PRESS TREST OF INDIA 1_" 5. $t1 band Milon Das and son

Dudu (6ywere washed away
by the river, but her husband
was rescued hy the people,
while the two others
remained untraced, hesaid.

The Brahmapuira has
been flowing abovethedan
ger level in Dibrugarh,
Nematighat in Jorhat and
Dhubri, while the JiaBhay
ali at N'T' Road Crossing in
Sonitpur, Puthimari st NH
Road Crossing in Kamrup,
Beki at Road Bridge in Bar-
peta, Katakhal at Mathuri
inHailakandi and Kushiara
in RKarimganj distriet, the
bulletin said.

There are also reports of
the overflowing fliood waters
damaging roads in Dibry
garh, Sonitpur, Goalipara
and Nagaon, while two
bridges have been damaged
in Sonitpur district, it satd.

incessant heavy show.
ersfor the past four days have
caused waterlogging in
Dibrugarh where one per
son was electrocuted and
over 54,000 peopie affected
prompting the administra
tion to close educational
institutions today, officials -
said, Nearly 1800 relief
camps have been opened.
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ROPAR, AUGOSTH

| The farming community in

' Punjub, parts of Haryans

and BRajasthan, can relax:
despite deficient mensoon

- in the region, the FEREIVOIrS
| af the three dams that feed

{he state’s canals are atmost
fisll 1o capacity.

The wvast network  of
canals, considered the life-
line of Punjab’s agriculivral
econemy, 4raws ity waler
from the Bhakra (on the
Sutleld, Pong {Beas) and
Raniit Sagar (Ravi} darms.
Apart from Punjab, neigh-

houring  Haryana and
Rujasthan also receive asub-
stantial amount of water
from these reservolrs.

Bhakra Beas Management
Board Member (Irrigation)
SK Sharma said the water
jevel in these dams was
nearing  capacity, 20 days
before the fHng period
deadline. “We are in a very
comfortable position. There
will be no shortage of supply
for irrigation o drinking
purpose,” he said.

More than 1B crore ac¥es

. 77 lakh acres in Punjab,

53 lakh acres in Rajasthan
and 22 Jakh acres in

rs as dams full

£
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The Deccan H_oarid-{ Bengiuru }

The Deccan Chronicat{
Central Chronicat { Bho

HMyderabad }
pal j

# States that will benefit

b water from Bhakra,
| ™ Punjab has 77 lakh

72 takh acres

| ® Purjab, Haryana, Rajasthan and Chandigarh use

Pong and Ranit Sagar dams
acres under canal water

irigation, Rajasthan 53 takh acres and Haryana

. W Bhaiva and Pong dams a1€ managed by the
Bhakra Beas Management Board and the Ranjit
| Sagar dam by the Punjab government

| WRanjit Sagar suppies water to Purijaband Rejasthan
. W There are chances these dams woulld be fited 1o

4 capacity befote the September 20 deagdiine

Haryana —- ar¢ jrrigated
by these reservoirs. This
year, the inflow of water at
these dams has remained

on the higher side com
pared to the period last
vear, At Bhakra, the inflow
stood ai 33,207 cusecs

against 22,402 cusecs in
9014, The outflow was
recorded at 23,500 cusecs,
against 25,800 last year.

despite deficientrain

At Pong, the inflow was
13,289 cusecs, More than the
double of 6060 cusecs last
year, The outflow last year
was 18,044 cusecs, compared
{0 11,207 cusees this yeal

At Ranjit Sagar, aiso called
the Thein dam, the inflow
today stood at 11,598 cusecs,
against 5,680 lagt year. The
cutflow was recorded al
16,819 cusecs, compared 10
17,307 cusecs in a4

Bhakra officials said due -
1o better inflow this year
there were chances that the
dams would be filled fo
capacify even before the
September 20 desdiine.
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Vitlagers stand on a hal%submerged waoéen bndge at Bengailpara in the flood-hit Baska district of
Assam on Sunday. en
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Z'Cauvery water flows

‘quietly to Tamil Nadu
|

| MANDYA. While Water Re-
! sources Minister M B Patif has
| been persistently denying on
| releasing water to Tamil Nadu
| from KRS dam, citing low
. reservoir level, water is being
 released to neighbouring state.
The minister had recently
said that the water level in the
KRS reservoir is low and that
the water would be retainied in
the dam to meet drinking wa-
ter needs and irrigation. He
added that water would not be
released to Tamil Nadu,
On Sunday, a total of 7,805
. cusecs of water was released
from the darm. Of which, 3,261
cusees of water was released
into Visvesvaraya Canal while
. 4,367 cusecs was released to
; Cauvery river. Of the water re-
ieased to river, about 2,200
cusecs of water reaches
Chiidkadevaraya, Viriia, Ban-
garadeddi, Ramaswary and
Rajaparameshwari canals for
agricultural activities, while the
remaining 2,167 cusec flows to
Farmil Nadus, according to Cae-
very Neeravari Nigam sources,
The Cauvery Consultative
Committee meeting resolved
to release the water into the
canals on a rotation basis, Ac

cordingly, the water would be
released into canals for 20 da,
in amonth,

According to Superinten-
ding Engineer of Cauvery
Neeravari Nigam Shankare
Gowdg, “Based on the current
inflow to the dam, water can
be released to canais only upto
November”

 Jount Director of Agriculture
department, Rajasulochana
said, “The farmers have been
advised notto grow sugar cane
and cuitivate paddy on a linie-
ed level. The distribution of
paddy seeds have also been
stopped anticipating shortage
of water,”

The total storage capacity of
the KRS reservoir is 49,45 tme
f1 (124.80 feet level) while the
current level is 26 tmc it Apart
from eight tmc ft reserved for
drinking water purpose and
dead storage, the available wa-
ter fevel is just 18 emc.

Meanwhile, Raitha Hitharak-
shana Samiti president and for-
mer MP G Madegowda has
warned that an agitation would
be launched, if the authorites
dao not stop releasing water o
Tamil Nad,

DH News Service
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Water release from
Mettur stepped up

Special Correspondent
SALEM: Release of water from
Mettur dam for samba culti-
vation in Cauvery delta re-
gion  was stepped up on
Sanday.

About 14,000 cusecs’ was
released from the dam on Sat-
urday evening and i was
stepped up to 16,000 cusecs
on Sunday. Additionat 500
cusécs is being et out from

|
the dam for farm aetivities ‘
under the East-West cana] §
scheme in the western dis. '
tricts, !
The water level in the dam i
stood at 92.26 feet on Sunday is
evening against its fall lovel of I%
120 feet. The inflow into the ;
dam was 9,436 cusecs. The |
storage of the dam was 55.279 |
tmeft against its full capacity
of 98,470 tmeft, PWD sOurces
said,
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