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w Waterlogging and
bumper-to-bumper
traffic was seen across
Delhi and NCR on

Wednesday after heavy
showers in the morning.

SONU MEHTA, BURHAAN KINU,

RAJ K RAJ, ARUN SHARMA/HT
PHOTOS
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= Children play on a

ﬂood_ed road in old Delhi’s Turkman Gate area on Wednesday. But Dethiites had
no such fun as heavy rain lashed the Capital in the morning, clogging roads and triggering long

traffic snarls, especially during rush hour. »REPORT ON P2 ARUN SHARMA / HT PHOTO
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Heavy rain sends
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NEW DELHI: Heavy showers across
the Capital on Wednesday flood-
ed roads and triggered miles-
long traffic snarls but commut-
ers had a bigger worry: rapidly
spiking cab fares and alleged
discrepancy in bills.

Office-goers across the city
reported that cab-hailing apps
Uber and Ola charged them
fares much higher than normal
during the morning downpour.
Many were forced to shell out the
amount as autos were sparse on
the roads and buses were packed
due to waterlogging.

Sample this: HT’s health edi-
tor Sanchita Sharma boarded an
UberGo cab from Vasant Enclave
in south Delhi to Kasturba Gandhi
Marg in central Delhi —an 11-km
stretch for which she pays around
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prices through the roof

FARE BREAKDOAN -

Rase Fare 40
Dhstance 214.52
Tune T4 87
Mormal Fare ?329.29
Surge x2 & 592 90
subtotal $922.2%
AR SE

B Cash ¥022.29

lHTstaltheditorSanchitaShannapaid?Qﬂforarideforwhich

she normally pays ¥140.

2140. On Wednesday, however, she
paid 922. She said she was not
informed before riding that the
surge would be six times.

“The predicted fare wasI214.52,
and I expected it to be around 300
as we took a slight detour within
the NDMC area due to water-log-
ging. But I was charged 922. We
could not have added more than

four to five kilometres. The final
hill showed I travelled 35.7 kilome-
tres,” she said.

HT tried to contact Uber and
Ola, but didn’t get any immedi-
ate response.

Many other commuters had
similar stories to tell. Mahima
Rana, booked an Ola from
Dwarka sector-6 to Gurgaon
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Cyber City and was informed by
the driver on the phone that the
usual fare amount of X190 will
be surged. She finally paid X39%.

“There was no mention of
surge pricing while I was book-
ing the cab. The driver called me
and told me that the bill will be
more than the usual,” she said.

Another office-goer, Akshay
Jangra, also said he paid X403
to Uber on Wednesday against
an usual fare of just 95.

Such elevated prices may be
against the law as the Delhi gov-
ernment banned surge-pricing
— apractice where cab-halling
applications hike fares depend-
ing on demand. The restriction
was put in place after many com-
plained that Uber and Ola were
fleecing commuters desperate
for a cab during a shortage.

The ban was reinstated in
August and cab aggregators

were asked to comply with price
caps notified by the government.
But many commuters have since
reported that while Uber and Ola
have dropped the name “surge
pricing”, the practice of charg-
ing users higher fares continues.

Aggregators say surge pric-
ing helps provide incentives to
drivers and facilitate more cabs.

PWD BLAMES CIVIC BODIES
As Delhi suffered massive
waterlogging due to heavy
rain on Wednesday, PWD min-
ister Satyendra Jain attrib-
uted the civic mess to the city’s
‘unplanned’ drainage system.
Even as the PWD said that it sta-
tioned 825 water-lifting pumps
and deployed 1,078 men on sever-
al waterlogged roads, the agency
blamed the MCD drains and the
NJB sewer manholes for water-
logging on PWD roads.  HTC
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NEW DELHI: Deputy chief min-
ister Manish Sisodia said on
Wednesday that bureaucrats
handpicked by lieutenant gov-
ernor Najeeb Jung are neither
attending meetings nor listening
to their ministers, even as he put
the onusof waterlogging and traf.
ficgridiock across the city on the
Centre and the L-G.

Sisodia’s attack on Jung came
after rain pounded the national
capital, crumbling the city’s civie
infrastructure and two days after
the L-G affected a major reshuf-
fle of the city-state bureaucracy,
invoking sharp reactions from
the AAP government.

The L-G also set up an inde-
pendent panel on Tuesday to
eXamine files cleared by the
AAP government. Sisodia said
that since the appointment of
the panel, Delhi government
(read officers) has had to focus
on “appeasing LG’s powers” and
not the welfare of its residents.

Sisodia said the city has been
shamed as foreign dignitaries got
stuck in traffic and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and L-G should

take responsibility for it. HTC
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NEW DELHI: Commuter woes

were aggravated on Wednesday
as over 268 Delhi Transport
Corporation (DTC) buses broke
down in different parts of the
city, following the torrential
rains and the resultant water-
logging. |

Over 25 passengers got
trapped in one of these buses
after the doors got jammed.
Delhi Traffic Police and Delhi
Fire Services officials pulled out
the passengers using a ladder
from the roof of the bus.

The stretch below the under-
pass was filled with around six
feet deep water. After the break-
downs, officials barricaded the
stretch for traffic. It took around
45 minutes for traffic personnel
to pull out all the passengers
from the bus.

“Since the water level was
really high, the doors of the
bus got jammed and passengers
could not come out,” said a sen-
ior traffic official. |

chances of breakdown of low-
fioor buses are higher than the
regular buses. Since the engine is
closer to the ground, water seeps
into it and affects operation.
Last year, on an average
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over 200 buses broke down
on the city’s roads every day.
However, these are only the
complaints received by Delhi
Traffic Police. Officials said, the
original number is much higher:
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NEW DELHI, AUGUST 31
Heavy rains affected the
traffic movement in the
morning due to waterlog-
ging in several areas of the
Capital today. It was the sea-
son’s highest rainfall with
the continuous downpour.
US Secretary of State John
Kerry was 40 minutes late for
an event at the IIT as his con-
voy waded through water-
logged roads from his hotel,
otherwise a 15-minute ride.
On Monday too he and
his convoy were stuck 1n
the massive traffic near
Satya Marg due to rain-
induced waterlogging
caused by heavy rains.
Army Chief Dalbir Singh
was also caught in traffic jam
today. He was to reach the
India Habitat Centre for an
army event, but couldnt
make it in time because of
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Heavy rains caus
traffic jams; Kerry stuck again
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ed street on Ring Road near

Indraprastha Metro Station after heavy rains in New Delhion
Wednesday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: MANAS RANJAN BHUI

the traffic congestion.

The city received 63.1 mm
rainfall as per the reading of
the Safdarjung observatory
while the Palam observatory
recorded 55.6 mm rainfall,
the highest in this season.

According to Met, 53 mm of
rainfall was received within a

span of two hours this morn-
ing with the intensity being
the highest in Delhi.
Waterlogging in various
areas, including Shan-
tipath, Press Enclave Road,
Dhaula Kuan, Zakir Hus-
sain Marg, AIIMS flyover
and Zakhir underpass,

e

e waterlogging,
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&¢ The rains will continue
to lash the city tomorrow
as well. The maximum ana
minimum temperatures
are expected to hover
around 30 and 25°C. %

A weather official

_—-—M—-ﬂ

among other areas, crippled
the traffic movement giving
Delhiites a tough time.

Barapullah flyover towards
DND, Ashram Chowk, Ring
Road Maharani Bagh, Lajpat
Nagar, Sarai Kale Khan,
Raja Garden towards Maya-
puri and Gymkhana towards
Teen Murti Marg were also
among the major wafer-
logged points.

Weatherman has predict-
ed continuous dowmpour
in the city with a possibili-
ty of thunderstorm.

“The rains will continue to
lash the city tomorrow as
well. The maximum and

minimum temperatures are
expected to hover around 30
and 25 degree Celsius,” the
official added. ;
South Delhi was the worst
hit with severe traffic congess-
tion being seen at the stretch
on ITT:Delhi and Munirka,
Press Enclave Road, C}urag
Delhi and Nehru Place fly-
over, Sadik Nagar, BRT 1o
Moolchand, Lala Lajpat Rai
Marg, Nehru Place to Zam-
rudpur, Maharani Bagh, Laj-
pat Nagar, Lado Sarai T-Point,
West End Marg near Saket
Metro Station, AIIMS Loop
and under South Ex. flyover.
Long tailbacks were wit-
in and around

Roundabout, Gol Dak
Khana, Kali Bari Marg, Leela
Palace Hotel, Okhla Under-
pass, Chandni Chowk.

(WITH AGENCY INPUTS)




L

W

- gL o - -

ol T%J;Gdi‘fc,. 16 % Bt AHATAT T2 71 TR A1/ q1g AFa=d] AATATD

mes [ Delhy ) The Assam Tribune { Guwahati ) the Deccan Hearld { Bengluru |
| SO TEAAT ine Times of India { Mumbai ) the Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad |
RIS Chandigarh } The Telegraph { Kotkata Centrat Chronical ( Bhopal
© . Chennai] Rzt  aza | -

SUMEDHA SHARMA Manesar and Sohna and L . IR I E 20
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE Hero Honda chowk. . s 00 SEGCEE S
GURGAON, AUGUST 31 “The Badshahpur drain fg o N GROUL

Gurgaon recorded season’s and Delhi's Nazafgarh S ok L

heaviest rainfall today. The drain were overflowing. [ TR T
downpour, recorded at 53 This led to waterlogging in [N S
mm, started at around 8 am surrounding areas, but the o | . e T

ioes lo avoid any July 28~ and used pumps in all sec- i EE <o 0. R .
like situation. tors. The abs ence of storm T e e SN :

“We are working to the water drains is causing the . T TR
best of our capability, The problem of flooding and it ,_f'::,f' Do -

i

police force has done acom-  will take some months to fix .
mendable job and will it. Over all, we and .the e
ensure that Gurgaon has police department managed . L e
Jam-free monsoons,” said tokeep things moving,” said  .# el b L e e R e
Police Commissioner Deputy Commissioner TL waterlogged road following heavy
Sandeep Khairwar. | Satya Prakash. rainfall in Gurgaon on Wednesday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: SAYEED AHMED

Areas like Hero Honda “The Badshapur drain and

Chowk, Sohna Road, partofthe Aravallis in Gha- R L
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Mata road and Rajeev da Chowk, the key trouble | W
Chowk were also flooded. spot, will be fixed soon. The | B o
The water level in the Bad- Aravallis lost natural

-y

cusec of water. . revive the lost dams and . 16 the et dame
Water from the Aravallis drains,” said Environment - k.o e o
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Honda Chowk had 22 tions, but we are workingto | e o wHdrg
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Heavy rains lash Dharwad

BENGALURU: Several parts of
the state received moderate
rains on Tuesday. However, it
rained heavily in Dharwad city
and surrounding areas for more
than an hour in the afternoon.

The sky was overcast in Dhar-
wad since morning. But it began
to rain only towards the after-
noon. Rainwater gushed into
many low-lying areas in the city.
Hubballi city and surrounding
areas received intermittent
rains. There were reports of
light rains in Belagavi. Parts of
Raichur and Gadag districts re-
ceived moderate rain whereas
there was light rain in Uttara
Kannada district. Moderate to
heavy rains continued to lash
Shivamogga on Tuesday. Heavy
rains lashed Thirthahalli for
hours together in the morning.
Hosanagar, Sagar received
good spell of rains intermittent-
ly.

Belur town in Hassan district
received rains for more than 45
minutes on Tuesday afternoon.
Channarayapatna, in Hassan
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Students head home a;it rains in Belagavi on Tuesday.

DH PHOTO

too experienced rains for an
hour. Moderate rains lashed
across Mandya district on the
day. Srirangapatna, Malavalli,
Maddur and Mandya taluks re-

ceived rains for half an hour.
Parts of Mysuru city and sur-
rounding places also received
light showers.

DH News Servige .




R A L R T e T . s O NPT LY SR ALY, S i T -y o T Cal g L R o T T =

5 R4 3 (~Cf )

I M ] o~ Y
............ 20T TSRS AFTATT U2 H TRNE HIAASA| TE HFATE] HAATATD
'amesff_x Deihi ) The Assam Tribune { Guwahati | ¢ The Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru |
ST TEAAT The Times of India { Mumbai ) e Deccan Chronical { Hyderabad |
' Chandigarh ) ] Central Chronical{ Bhopal )

e Chennai |

A T il
......
o

e .
Pkl LI armagrEL

''''''

them to drive.

T

[Fegodi=] ( AE=T

. |]:'!_':'_

‘he Telegraph { Kolkata )

i

i
i o ,é e, 8 2@7/6
- - : : Lo T i A i . . .
LR ) _. L = I u""-? 1
P L - T . R T ! e T
1 Yl " " ' -
" o 7 IO o TR L R T U R R
' ;Lu"‘:‘ ll. I.':r r |‘.|"‘r 1 ":,Iu. et e e tme et n L s L Pl b ORI R R~ wfEd B ro L) o L R R
L . ";&“r ' . . !
"o - 9 L a ! AL T e T e R {13 L 1 s e PR AT
r

R L -
L b e
......

K

R
.......

Lyl = T 1) TN
T ET T

R i

4] .l
. .:I'::'-_'...

o Yot il Pty 41:35:’" e T ',1,
Motorists in Secunderabad encountered rains on Tuesday that made it difficult for

- DC

eavy rains, flooding in

Telangana, AP districts

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 30

A few districts in
Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh received very

heavy rainfall on Tuesday.

Mahbubnagar in
Telangana received the
highest rainfall of 16 cm,
followed by Nalgonda at 4
cm. Many districts in the
two states recorded more
than 7 cm rainfall. |
- Kadapa in AP recorded
23 c¢m, followed by
Krishna district of Costal
Andhra at 12 cm, Guntur

-,

at 9 cm and West Godavari
at 7cm. A met department
official said, “Though the
low pressure area above
west-central Bay'  of
Bengal did not intensify,
the upper air cyclonic cir-

culation is accelerating

the monsoon currents,
which 18 causing heavy
rains in TS and AP. There
iIs a heavy rainfall warn-
ing for Telangana and AP
for the next five days.”

In Telangana, the Met

department has warned of

heavy to very heavy rains
at isolated places in the

districts of Nalgonda and
Mahbubnagar, and heavy
rain at isolated places 1n
the remaining districts.
‘In AP, ‘heavy to very
heavy rains are likely to
occur in Coastal Andhra
and Rayalaseema.
Hyderabad meanwhile
recorded light rains meas-
uring 1.2 mm. The city
will witness ong or two
spells of raingat times
heavy, in cert3ili areas.
The maximum*aNd mini-
mum temperagk
remain 29°C §
degrees. oo
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" PM to visit GUJ more e oftel in run HTUp topolls

" Sanosara (Jamnagar): Add-

ressing his first public rally in
his home state of Gujaratafter
becoming the Prime Minister

s In 2014, Narendra Modi said

the lessons he learnt as CM
proved very useful to him in
governing the country;

Inaugurating the first pha-
se of the ambitious Saurash-
tra-Narmada Avataran Irriga-
tion Scheme on Tuesday, that
aims to fill up 115 dams of wa-
ter-deficient Saurashtra with
surplus Narmada water, Modi
also promised that he would
visit Gujarat frequently, now
that he was “well settled” in
New Delhi.

“There were complaints fr-
om Anandiben and party wor-
kers that I haven’t been visi-
tingGujaratever sinceIleft for

"
et et
T lagd R

Delhi. But when I became the
PM, everything was new for
me and I had to work hard to
get accustomed there. After t-
wo years, [ am settled there an-
d won’t give you a chance to co-
mplaint any more,” Modi said.

KEEPING A CHECK: The state goes to polls in 2007

Gujaratgoesto po]ls in 2017
and Modi’s assurance of regu-
lar visits could come as a huge
succour to thestate BJP which
is besieged by Dalit uprising
and Patidar reservation stir
that could potentially hit the

party s 21-year wmnmg streak
in the state.

Modi, however, did not
even make a veiled attempt to
express his disapproval of the
reservation stir. The only men-
tion of the downtrodden com-
munity he made was while sa-
ying that 45% of people who
have received free gas connec-
tions in Uttar Pradesh were
Dalits. Talking in Gujarati, he
listed out various schemes of
the Central government whi-
ch he said have started yieldi-
ng results. This was possible
because all the schemes - gi-
ving gas connections to the po-
or, distribution of energy-effi-
cient LED bulbs, building vil-
lage roads, urea availability
and crop insurance — had been
executed in a ‘mission mode.’

—_—

Photos : Surender Kumar, PTl
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STAFF REPORTER

CHENNAI: Mild showers and
pleasant weather may con-
tinue for another day, bring-

ing in some much-needed

respite for residents.
However, the residents
have started dreading trafhic

‘jams such as those created

on Tuesday afternoon, after
the heavy bout of rain.

The metedrological de-
partment has predicted that

The Assam Tribune { Guwahati )
'he Times of India { Mumbai )

';he Telegraph { Kolkata )
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the rain may reduce gfadual—

ly after Thursday evening.

Officials said an upper air
circulation and formation of
a trough had led to these
light showers. |

While Nungambakkam

received 0.7 cm of rain, Mee-
nambakkam got 1 cm on
Tuesday. | v

The skies will contiéie. & .
‘be cloudy and thefe may

rain or thundershowers In
some areas of theity forthe

ning

next 24 hours, officials said.
The maximum and mini-
mum temperature in the city
was 35 degree Celsius and 26
degree Celsius respectively.
'Rain in the afternoon also
triggered traffic congestion
in various roads across the

~ City. x_

Other cities in the State in-
cluding Madurai, Tiruchi
and Salem are also likely to
receive rain over the next 24

hours.
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Rain leaves
Delhi traffic

iIn a mess

Capital receives 152 mm

of rainfall

NEW DELHI, PTL: Delhi
crawled under massive traf-
fic jams due to water-log-
ging with motorists stuck on
roads after a spell of show-
ers in the national capital on
Monday.

The city received 15.2 mm
rainfall. Vehicular movement
was affected across the city, in-
cluding at ITO, Vikas Marg,
South Extension, Khanpur,
Mahipalpur, Har1 Nagar, IIT
crossing, Nehru Place, Yusuf
Sarai Market and Munirka.

Traffic also crawled at major
intersections such as Laxmi
Nagar, Kashmere Gate, Dwar-
ka, Dhaula Kuan, Sarai Kale
Khan, Moolchand, Karkardu-
ma, Rajghat, Kalindi Kunj.

“We received over 150 calls
about waterlogging and heavy
traffic in different parts of the
city. There were over 50 water-

logging points that hampered
traffic movement,” said
Sandeep Goel, Special Com-
missioner of Police (Traffic).

The problem was further ag-
gravated due to a large number
of vehicles, Monday being the
first working day of the week.

“It usually takes 35 minutes
for me to reach my home in
Laxmi Nagar from my office in
Connaught Place, but today 1
got stuck for three hours,”
Manoj Gupta, a software engi-
neer, said.

Severe waterlogging was
also reported on stretches at
Mathura Road, Vayusenabad,
Wazirabad Road and Tigri on
Mehrauli Badarpur Road.

Commuters were barely able
to move as MG road, Mayapuri,
Nigam Bodh Ghat, Kela Ghat,
Durga Puri Chowk and Man-

‘doli T-Point were jam-packed

due to waterlogging.

CAPITAL TROUBLES: A huge traffic jam atrin

Bihar toll touches 159
The toll in Bihar floods rose to
159 with three more deaths be-
ing reported on Monday, while
the situation in Uttar Pradesh
improved due to receding river
waters.

The floods in Bihar caused
by overflowing of Ganga, Sone,
Punpun, Burhi Gandak,
Ghaghra, Kosi and other rivers
have affected 37.74 lakh people
in 2,029 villages of 12 districts,
the Disaster Management De-
partment said.

A total of 7.06 lakh people
have been evacuated so far
from the affected districts of

- rr e ‘ #

Buxar, Bhojpur, Patna, Vaishal,
Saran, Begusarai, Samastipur,
Lakhisarai, Khagaria, Munger,
Bhagalpur and Katihar, it said.

The Ganga is flowing above
the danger mark at Digha
Ghat, Gandhi Ghat, Hathidah
(in Patna), Bhagalpur and Ka-
halgaon (in Bhagalpur district),
and in Munger and Buxar dis-
tricts.

In Uttar Pradesh, with lesser
rainfall in the past few days,
water in major rivers have
started receding, though some
of those continue to flow above
danger mark.

According to a Central Wa-

g road after heavy rai

ROV T LT TR L TR TEH T T
John Kerry stuck in traffic jam

The US Secretary of State John Kerry was stuck on the road
in Delhi on Monday as the heavy downpour resulted in traf-
fic congestion. PTI reports.

Shortly after Kerry landed in Delhi, some mediapersons ac-
companying him posted on social media that his convoy had
got stuck in traffic congestion on the road from the airport
to the hotel he would be staying. Kerry arrived in New Delhi
after concluding a visit to Bangladesh.

s e R NI

Around 8.7 lakh people in
987 villages of Varanasi, Alla-
habad, Ghazipur and Ballia are
affected due to floods and relief
and rescue operations are on.

ter Commission report, water
in the Ganga is receding, but
the river is still flowing above
danger level at Varanasi,
Ghazipur and Ballia.
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Heavy rains in Gadag, Ballari

BENGALURU: Heavy rains
lashed parts of Gadag and
Ballari districts on Monday.
While it rained for more than
an hour in Gadag town,
Mundaragi, Dambal and Nare-
gal received moderate rains.
The farmers in the district were
a worried lot with there being
no rains for the past one week.
Onion and cotton crops had
started to wither away for want
of rains. There was waterlogging
in several places in the town af-
fecting movement of vehicles.

'i
1

Hoovmahadagah hobli in
Ballan district received gooﬂ
rains towards the evening.
Rains had vanished after farm-
ers sowed the land in June.
Farmers say that Monday'’s rain
won’t help them salvage the
kharif crop. Moderate to heavy
rains lashed various parts of
Shivamogga district.

Heavy rains lashed Bhadra-
vathi town for more than 30
minutes in the afternoon.
Thirthahalli, Hosanagar, some
parts of Shivamogga received

%&"Hf

moderate rains. Wa‘ter level in
Linganamakki dam rose to
1,792.80 feet against maximum
level 0f 1,819 feet.

Dakshina Kannada district

fexpenenced drizzle for most

part of the day. In the last 24
hours, the district has received
an average of 11.6 mm rainfall.
On the other hand, Kodagu
district received an average of
5.74 mm rainfall. The water
level in Harangi reservoir stood
at 2,856.03 feet.
DH News Service

A motorcycllst braves the ram |n Gadag on Monday DH PHOTO
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BENGALURU: The total lake
area in the city has shrunk
from 2,342 hectares to 918
hectares leading to massive
flooding, according to
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahana-
gara Palike (BBMP) Commis-
sioner N Manjunath Prasad.

Speaking at the BBMP coun-
cil meeting on Monday, the
commissioner explained that
the extent of lakes in Bengaluru
before 1973 was 2,342
hectares, which came down to
1,992 hectares by 1974. It fur-
ther decreased to 1,582
hectares in 1992 and 1,083
hectares in 2002.

By 2007, the total lake area
is hardly 918 acres.

“The proportion of the rain-

fall is still the same (900 mm
annually) for the last 50 years
but the water storage capacity
has reduced drastically, leading
to flooding,” said Prasad.

He added that sewage pipes
have been connected to the
stormwater drains and during
rains, rainwater gets mixed
with the sewage affecting the
natural course of water flow.
Further, dumping waste,
sewage and debris have choked
the stormwater drains. He re-
called that in 2006 the city was
flooded and ten years later, the

Decean H &rwta/

Reduced lake area reason for floods
In City, says Palike comm|55|oner

U

city faced a similar situation.

“Encroachment of stormwa-
ter drain is the main reason of
floods at Bilekahalli, Kodi
Chikkanahalli, Madivala and
Sarakki,” said Prasad justifying
the demolition drive.

Village maps
As the Palike members sought

‘to know the basis for identify-

ing the stormwater drains, the
commissioner explained that
the village maps remain the ba-
sis for the survey.

He said the demolition at
Doddabommasandra was car-
ried out following a 300-page
report on the encroachment on

ganmah RIS s

BRUHAT BENGALURU
MAHANAGARA PALIKE

COMMISSIONER
N MANJUNATH

PRASAD: The propor-
tion of the rainfall is

still the same (900 mm
annually) for the last
50 vears but the water
storage capacity has
reduced drastically,
leading to flooding

H’HH‘I’!IHHHIIIHHH T HH!II!IIHHIIIIIHHIHlHHHIHH'H 1]

stormwater drains.

He said the builders have
been demanding to consider
the Comprehensive Develop-
ment Plan-2007 (CDP-2007)
as the basis, which was not
possible.

He added that based on the
High Court and Supreme
Court directives, the survey of
stormwater drains was carried
out three years ago.

The leader of opposition,
Padmanabha Reddy urged the
Commissioner to consider di-
verting the course of stormwa-
ter drain to minimise the dam-
age to the private properties.
DH News Service

layouts legal’

‘The layouts formed on 41

IHNHIN

Iauamnnninue

‘Houses |Ilega|,

lakebeds in the city are le-
gal but the houses in the
buffer zone of these layouts
are illegal. Commissioner
N Manjunath Prasad said
the Bangalore Develop-
ment Authority (BDA)
formed layouts on 41
lakebeds which have been
approved by the state gov-
ernment. “These lakes con-
tinue to remain in the rev-
enue records as lakebeds.
However, these layouts
have necessary approvals
from the state government
as well as the BDA and
hence they are legal,” said
the commissioner. Now
that the National Green
Tribunal has redefined the

buffer zone of the

stormwater drains and
lakes, houses which do not
have necessary approvals
continue to remain illegal
and hence, building plan
approvals cannot be given
to them, he added.

T
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GDP growth slows tolm
/1% in April-June <"

Monsoon, Pay Boost In Quarters Ahead
WEAKEST FIRST QUARTER IN3 YRS

TiMeEs News NETWORK

New Delhi: The country’s
economic growth slowed in
the April-June quarter of
2016-17 as output in key sec-
tors such as agriculture,
construction and mining
moderated, triggering calls
for a cut in interest rates and
accelerating policy initiati-
vestostep up growth. "

Data released by the Cen-
tral Statistics Organisation
(CSO) showed gross domestic
product (GDP) grew an annu-
al 7.1% in the first quarter of
2016-17, slower than previous
quarter’s 7.9% growth and lo-
wer than 7.5% expansion in
the same period last fiscal.

Thefarm sector grew1.8%
during the quarter compared
10 2.6% last year, partly due to
the impact of patchy rains.

The mining sector cont-
racted 0.4% compared to a
growthof 8.5% in April-June
last year. The construction
sector, a key employment ge-
nerating segment, slowed to
1.0% compared to 5.6% in Q1
2015-16. The manufacturing
sector rose a surprising 9.1%
In the June quarter compa-
red with 7.3% growth in the
year-ago period.

Government spending re-
mained the key driver of
growth during the June quar-
ter as private sector expendi-
ture remained muted. Public
administration, defence and
other services grew 12.3% in
April-June quarter compared
with an expansion of 5.9% in
the year earlier period.

“GDP growth was sup-
ported by private and go-
vernment consumption acti-
vity in Q1 FY2017, as well as a
smaller drag from net ex-
ports,” said Aditi Nayar, se-
nior economist at ratings
agency Icra. “The perfor-
mance of the services sector
benefited from a sharp
growth in the government’s
non-interest revenue expen-
diture, as reflected in uptick
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defence & others

In expansion of public admi-
nistration, defence and
other services,” sheadded.

Finance ministry said
growth dividends of good
monsoon may be reaped in
the subsequent quarters and
Pay Commission pay-outs
can give boost to consump-
tion.

The Indian economy, Asi-
a’s third largest, still remai-
ned the fastest growing eco-
nomy in the world despite
the moderation in growth in
the June quarter. China
grew 6.7% in the first quar-
ter.

Robust monsoon rains

Public administration, NSNS0
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and the impact of the 7th Pay
Commission are expected to
provide a boost to growth in
the months ahead. The effect
of several reform measures
unleashed by the govern-
mentarealsoexpected toadd
to growth. Expectations of
lower interest rates are also
expected to provide a boost
although sticky inflation
numbers may prompt RBI to
be cautiouson rates,

Policy makers are confi-
dent of achieving 8% growth
in the current financial year
on the back of strong monso-
on, reform steps and low in-
terest rates.



he city due to waterlogging.
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CLOGGED ROADS CAN'T BE

TOLERATED EVERY
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NEW DELHIE: The Delhl high
court on Wednesday reacted
sharply to waterlogging on
major roads and crippling of
reaffic in the Capital saying,
«“We cannot tolerate this
year after year”

Justice BD Ahmed, who
is hearing a matter relating
to waterlogging with Jus-
tice Ashutosh Kumar, said
when he was on the way to
court on Wednesday morn-
ing, “even the road in front
of the vice-president’s resi-
dence was waterlogged”.

YEAR: HC

«There is no justification
for clogged drains,” the
bench said.

It said pools of water
collected on roads after
rains due to poor drainage
became breeding grounds
for mosquitoes, leading 1o
the spread of vector-borne
diseases such as dengue
and chikungunya.

The court was shown
recent pictures of waterlog-
ging in South Extension
Part-1 and Kushak Nallah.

The HC was hearing a
public interest litigation
over steps to check water-
logging in South Delhi.

—
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Seven killed as heavy rain
wreaks havoc in Hyderabad

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

HYDERABAD: Seven people in-
cluding three children, be-
longing to two families, were
crushed to death in different
incidents of wall and building
collapse as heavy rain lashed
the twin cities early on
Wednesday morning.

Bilkis (27) and her two
daughters Zeba (two) and Ma-
ria (five) were killed in a wall
collapse at Bholakpur (Mush-
eerabad). In another incident,
an under-construction wall
collapsed on a hut where the
family of Balaswamy Yadav
(40) was sleeping, killing him,
his 18-year-old daughter Par-
vatl and 1l-year-cld son Bhas-
kar (11) on the spot. His wife
Chennamma (35) later suc-
cumbed to injuries at a private
hospital.

Mavor B. Rammohan and
Municipal Minister K.T. Rama
Rao visited Gandhi Hospital,
where the bodies were taken

for post-mortem, consoled:

the family members and later,

announced an ex-gratia of up
to Rs.4 lakh each through vari-

ous government schemes to

the kin of the deceased. Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar

Rao condoled the deaths and
gave instructions for increas-
ing the compensation.

Water iogging of roads, col-
onies, inundation of low lying
areas especially slums and
trafhc jams in almost all the
main roads became the fea-
ture from dawn to noon.
Schoolchildren and office
goers bore the brunt as the
skies opened up with great
force,

More rains predicted

Three 1o five centimetres of
rain was recorded by the
GHMC rain gauges in differ-
ent circles till 8 a.m. itself and
Dy noon the rainfall was more
than 11.8 cm at Amberpet,
Malkajgiri 9 cm, Saidabad 8.7
cm, Qutbullapur 8 ¢cm, Khaira-
tabad 7.7 cm. Ameerpet 6.5cm,
etc.

The Met otfice has forecast
heavv rains for the next 48
hours owing to adepressionin
the Bay of Bengal. GHMC per-
sonnel including the Commis-
sioner B. Janardhan Reddy, se-
nior staif and field personnel
fanned out to different parts of
the city to tackle emergencies
as alarm one and later alarm
two were sounded when there

was no let-up In rain. The
Mayor too arrived at the
GHMC head office to person-
ally monitor the relief
measures.

Roads and areas in Banjara
Hills, Begumpet, Secundera-
bad, Nampally, Dilsukhnagar,
Nagole, Rantgunj, L.B.Nagar,
Uppal, Mettuguda, Tarnaka,
Shankarmutt, Musheerabad,
Vidvanagar, Malakpet, Film-

nagar, Kacheguda, Koti,
Abids, Basheerbagh, Bowen-
pally,.  Marredpally, NTR

Marg, Madhapur and several
others were inundated.

Dr. Reddy appealed to peo-
ple not to venture out till there
1s some let-up unless for
cmergencies as the municipal
sanitation staff and trafhc po-
lice struggled to bring some
order to the chaos. A new out-
let built near the Marriot Ho-
tel at Tank Bund was opened
to let out 120 cusecs of water
from Hussainsagar lake as it
reached the full tank level of
213.4 metres.

Commuters faced a harrow-
Ing time as buses were held up
In jams and trains too had to
be cancelled on a few routes as

rainwater  submerged the
tracks.
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- Uma Bharti’s stance that

It is pollution that made Gangetic
dolphins ‘blind’, says Uma Bharti

Species not using its eyes after 125 years of pollution: Minister

JACOB KOSHY

NEW DELHI: Nothing, not
even Darwinian evolution,

DRI SE PR L R

can challenge Union et .

Water Resources Minister

pollution has blinded the
Gangetic river dolphin.

On Aug 4, in the Lok
Sabha, Ms. Bharti stated
that “pollution for over 125
years in the Ganga” had |
caused the dolphin to
“stop” using its eyes and
rely on other senses to
navigate. Platanista
gangetica, the biological
name of the Gangetic river
dolphin, also called the
“blind” river dolphin or
the “side-swimming
dolphin” is unique to India
and an endangered
species.

A Right to Information
query by a media agency
to the Water Resources
Ministry earlier this
month found that the |
Ministry had conducted
no study to establish a
theory on why the
mammal was blind. On
Wednesday, the Ministry
put out a press statement
explaining that Ms. Uma
Bharti was right and “...a
presentation was made by
an expert (to the Minister) |
on aqua life in which the
Minister was informed
that dolphins in Ganga are
getting blind due to
pollution in the river.
Therefore, the statement
by the Minister is factually
correct,” the statement
said.

A Ministry
spokesperson did not |

share the name of the

Uma Bhartl

X

expert and The Hindu

. could not obtain this

information from other
departmental officials.

Evolutionary biology
has it that the Gangetic
dolphin has been ‘blind’
for about 20 million years
and shares its limited
eyesight with its
international freshwater
river-dolphin cousins,
namely the Yangtze,
Amazon, L.a Plata and the
Indus dolphins.

“The Gangetic dolphin
lost its eyes in the course
of evolution to adapt to the
muddy water of rivers.
They largely navigate by
echo-location or sonar,”

' said Qamar Qureshi, a
. wildlife ecologist who

specialises in river-

_dolphin conservation at

the Wildlife Institute of
India.

The mammal evolved

| over millennia, according

to an October 2000 paper

- in the Proceedings of the
 Royal Society of London,

Evolution of river
dolphins, when rising sea
levels inundated large
areas of the Indo-Gangetic
basin, creating a shallow
marine habitat.
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Species such as the
Gangetic dolphin were
able to adapt to this
muddied, saline
environment that however
came at the expense of
vision, or at least vision in
the way it works in
humans. Gangetic rivers
dolphins navigate using
sound waves made by
clicking sounds through
their throat that bounce oft
targets and return to their
large, flat heads with
extremely sensitive
auditory systems. They
also have rods and cones,
found in mammal eyes,
that help tell light from
dark.

“Pollution is certainly

- responsible for the plight

of the dolphin but not In
this way,” said Mr. Qureshi.

‘Dams over the Ganga and

Brahmaputra, overfishing
and industrial effluents
had made survival of the
mammal difficult in India.
There are no more than
2,500 dolphins in India
with most along the
Brahmaputra, Bihar,
Allahabad and Chambal
regions, he added.

One of the stated aims of
the Rs. 20,000 crore
National Mission for Clean
Ganga (NMCG) 1s to
improve aquatic life in the
river and restore dophin
populations. On
Wednesday, however, the
NMCG had ordered an
inquiry to find out how
“factual information”
(from the unnamed expert
who had briefed the
Minister) was not added to
the RTI query, the
Ministry statement added.
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Cut Cities Free

I ndla s urban nightmare can be ended with

legislative changes and capacity building

S secretary of state John Kerry is unlikely toforget hisvisitto .
I ' New Delhi in a hurry Not once but twice his meticulously |
planned tripwasderailed by routinemonsoon showers, leading |
himtohumorously quiptohisIIT Delhiaudience, “Idon’t knowif you
came here in boats.” The same day, seven people died in rain related
incidentsin Hyderabad. India’s cities are collapsing. The ruralist bias
of India’s political economy dictates that while urbanIndia generates
a massive proportion of India’s GDP, there is very little investment
in them in return. It is worth reminding populist politicians that
working cities are in everybody’s interest, including villagers.

It isalmost 25 years since the 74th constitutional amendment man-
dated setting up of municipalities as institutions of self-government.
But the spirit underpinning the amend-
ment has been ignored by states even as
they ask for decentralisation and more
powers from the Centre. Thus India’s
economic dynamos Chennai, Mumbai,
Delhi, Bengaluru and Hyderabad have all
been crippled by poor or non-existent
urban infrastructure. It is shamefuld that
about half the households in India’s
start-up capital Bengaluru do not have a
sewerage connection or around the same
proportion in Mumbailive in slums. More-
over, when projections indicate that urban population will increase by
another 200 million in the next 15 years, change cannot be postponed.

Urban governance reforms must be based on the principle of
accountability. It is time to narrow accountability to a single office |
such as an elected mayor, as successful cities across the worlddo. The
mayor should be the executive head of acity, equipped with sufiicient
legal powers and financial resources to get things done. Congress
leader Shashi Tharoor introduced a private member’s bill to get
balkanised urban governance system to function as a coherent body
with appropriatelegislative backing. But this should bedone by states
without any prompting.

From public transport systems and traffic control to managing
solid waste disposal and drainage, enormous investment is needed to
upgrade skilisandresources. Anexpert groupin 201 estimated urban
infrastructure over a 20-year period needed an investment of Rs39.2
trillion. This is far less than what urban India contributes to the
economy annually. A resource crunch, therefore, cannot be anexcuse.
Unless both Centre and states can find the political will to carry out
urban governancereforms, talk about smart cities or Swachh Bharat
will remain just idle chatter: |
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Rain pounds Hyderabad 7 dead
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SURESH DHARUR
TRIBUNE NEWS St RVICE
HYDERABAD, AUGUST 31
At least seven persons were
killed in two incidents of
wall collapse as heavy rain
lashed Hvderabad and its
surrounding areas today.
Four of a family were
killed at Ramanthapur in
the Uppal area following a
wall collapse. while three
members of another fami-
lv {(woman and her two
girls) died in a building
collapse at Bholakpur in
Musheerabad.
Victims at
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were identified as Bilkis e J B}
B e g u m ( 2 5 ) ; h e r t UJO E.; SR - oy R . ' ........... -
daughters Zeba (5) and | - = 7L Do

Mariya (2), while those b — T R SO UL U PN SR
killed at Ramanthapur Policemen rescue commuters who were stuck due to heavy rain under a railway bndge in H}durabad on Wednesday FT1

were Balaswamy, Chin-
namma, Parvathy and

Shekar. Another bulld-
ing collapsed at L.al Dar-

out of gear as incessant rain
battered the city. House col-
lapses, waler-logging of

Hvderabad Municipal Cor-
poration (GHMC) B Janard-
han Reddy instructed offi-

commuting to their work-
places with several roads
overfiowing, while many

Massive f{raffic conges-
tions were reported from
various parts of the city and

waja 1n Old City, but no
one was injured.
Normal life was thrown

roads, and 1nundation of
slums were reported {rom
different parts of the city,

several vehicles were stuck
In knee-deep water. Office-
goers had a tough tme

localities in low-lying areas
also got inundated.
Comimils

sioner of Greater

cials to make arrangements
to evacuate people staving
in dilapidated bu:ldings.
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