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The Maharashtra government on Wednesday decided to impose a "drought surcharge' on a host of items to raise Rs 1,600 crore for affected farmers.
The new taxes came into effect from Wednesday midnight.

Finance minister Sudhir Mungantiwar said the new tax system will be in place till February-end, after which the state government will rationalise it.

A surcharge of Rs 2 per litre would be levied on petrol and diesel in Mumbai. Its impact will be lower in rural areas as the local body tax will be
scrapped in the other 27 corporations across the state; here, prices will rise by up to 50 paise.

Sales tax on liquor, cigarettes and aerated soft drinks will be hiked by 5%, and that on gold, diamond and jewellery by 0.2%. Justifying the hike in
taxes, Maharashtra finance minister Sudhir Mungantiwar said the state has increased taxes on items that are not essential but considered a luxury . “In

the past six months, the state has taken a decision for the welfare of the common man, especially distressed farmers. But following the hike, the
government will be able to raise Rs 1,600 crore. People of Maharashtra are sensible enough to bear the hike for the sake of farmers,* he said.

The state had scrapped local body tax for traders with less than Rs 50 crore turnover from August 1, 2015.

For the full report, log on to http:www.timesofindia.com

http://epaperbeta.timesofindia.com/Article.aspx?eid=31808&articlexm|=Drought-cess-only-on-luxury-items-Maha-FM-01102015010055#
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The Maharashtra government on Wednesday decided to impose a "drought surcharge' on a host of items to raise Rs 1,600 crore for affected farmers.
The new taxes came into effect from Wednesday midnight.

Finance minister Sudhir Mungantiwar said the new tax system will be in place till February-end, after which the state government will rationalise it.

A surcharge of Rs 2 per litre would be levied on petrol and diesel in Mumbai. Its impact will be lower in rural areas as the local body tax will be
scrapped in the other 27 corporations across the state; here, prices will rise by up to 50 paise.

Sales tax on liquor, cigarettes and aerated soft drinks will be hiked by 5%, and that on gold, diamond and jewellery by 0.2%. Justifying the hike in
taxes, Maharashtra finance minister Sudhir Mungantiwar said the state has increased taxes on items that are not essential but considered a luxury . “In

the past six months, the state has taken a decision for the welfare of the common man, especially distressed farmers. But following the hike, the
government will be able to raise Rs 1,600 crore. People of Maharashtra are sensible enough to bear the hike for the sake of farmers,* he said.
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Heavy rains damage banana crop in U-
K dist

Mundgod (Uttara Kannada district), Sep 30,2015, DHNS
: . g ml'l tlT.Tul i |IIIF

T T

Heavy rain coupled with strong winds wreaked
havoc in Mundgod taluk of Uttara Kannada
district on Tuesday.

Government Museum Crowd chants 'NaMo' at
celebrates 150 years Nitish's rally

The downpour, which lashed the taluk for the
3 ; second consecutive day caused extensive damage
to houses and banana plantations. Heavy winds blew away roof tiles of several

houses.
Ugginakeri village in the taluk bore the brunt of the fury with sugar cane grown on Indonesian fires Michelle Obama urges
more than 200 acres damaged due to rain. Banana plantation on more than 70 affecting Borneo girls to better their...

o . . orangutans
acres too had been destroyed. Several electricity poles collapsed in the village

affecting power supply. Subscribe - Deccan Herald's YouTube channel

Heavy rains and gusty winds uprooted banana plants on hundreds of acres in more videos
Koppa and Indur.
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The damage has been estimated at Rs 70 lakh, according to a memorandum
submitted by the farmers to the tahsildar. They said that the rain fury had come as Commented Emailed Viewed
a double whammy for the farmers reeling under drought.
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Most lightning flashes during April-May

AJIT PATOWARY

GUWAHATI, Sept 28 - The Brahmaputra Valley has the highest monthly lightning flash rate
between April and May, when thunderous activity ushers in the annual monsoon. The scientific
paper, ‘TRRM-based Lightning Climatology’ authored by Daniel ] Cecil and Richard J Blakeslee of the
NASA Marshall Space Flight Center (MSFC), Huntsville and Dennis E Buechler of the University of
Alabama, Huntsville and uploaded to the NASA Technical Reports Server (NTRS) has stated this.

It states that the peak monthly average flash rate at 2.5 degree scale is 18 flashes per sq km or
per square mile, from early April to early May in the Brahmaputra Valley. Lightning decreases in
this region during the monsoon season, but increases further north and west.

Space-borne optical sensors Optical Transient Detector (OTD) on the MicroLab-1 satellite and
Lightning Imaging Sensor (LIS) on the Tropical Rainfall Measuring Mission (TRMM) satellite have
detected lightning for nearly 16 years since 1995 for studying the phenomenon of lightning. For
conducting this study, the team was associated with the NASA MSFC.

Though the results of the study are similar to those found from the earlier climatological studies,
the length of the data collected during this study allows more detailed analyses with less spatial or
temporal smoothing, says the paper.

It further states that most continental regions away from the equator have an annual cycle with
lightning flash rates peaking in late spring or summer. The main exceptions are India and
Southeast Asia, with springtime peaks in April and May. A monthly average greater than 13 flash

per sq km or per square mile from early August to early September in northern Pakistan also exceeds any monthly averages from Africa,
despite central Africa having the greatest yearly average in this respect, says the paper.

However, a Venezuela lake has been found to be the location of the highest number of lightning flashes in a year. Ella Davies said, in a write-
up carried by the BBC Earth on August 10, 2015, that on a good night, one lake in Venezuela hosts thousands of lightning strikes every hour.
The phenomenon is known variously as the Beacon of Maracaibo, Catatumbo lightning or — cue dramatic roll of thunder - the ‘everlasting
storm’. That last one might be a slight exaggeration, but where the Catatumbo River meets Lake Maracaibo there is an average of 260 storm
days every year. The night sky is regularly illuminated there for nine hours, with thousands of flashes of naturally produced electricity.

Lake Maracaibo has earned a place in the Guinness Book of World Records for the “highest concentration of lightning” with 250 lightning

flashes per sq km each year.
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Finance minister Sudhir Mungantiwar said the new tax system will be in place till February-end, after which the state government will rationalise it.

A surcharge of Rs 2 per litre would be levied on petrol and diesel in Mumbai. Its impact will be lower in rural areas as the local body tax will be
scrapped in the other 27 corporations across the state; here, prices will rise by up to 50 paise.

Sales tax on liquor, cigarettes and aerated soft drinks will be hiked by 5%, and that on gold, diamond and jewellery by 0.2%. Justifying the hike in
taxes, Maharashtra finance minister Sudhir Mungantiwar said the state has increased taxes on items that are not essential but considered a luxury . “In

the past six months, the state has taken a decision for the welfare of the common man, especially distressed farmers. But following the hike, the
government will be able to raise Rs 1,600 crore. People of Maharashtra are sensible enough to bear the hike for the sake of farmers,* he said.

The state had scrapped local body tax for traders with less than Rs 50 crore turnover from August 1, 2015.
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