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BENGALURU: Heavy rain
lashed differentparts ofthe
state on Saturday.

Heavy rain lashes parts

Sky remained overcast
throughout the day since
morning at Kalasa in Chik-
kamagaluru district. The rain
was accompanied by lightning
and thunder. Withtherain, the
inflow of water to river Bhad-
ra and its tributaries has in-
creased. The rain also flooded
paddy fields.

Rainwater entered several
houses in Balehonnur town.
Some houses were damaged
in the rain. The town received
heavy rain, accompanied by
lightning and thunder, for
over half-an-hour. Many ho-
tels, shops and commercial

- establishments were inundat-
ed following the sudden rain.
Duetolackof proper drainage
system, the rainwater is over-
fiowing on the roads.
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BREACHED: Water gushes from the roadside at Kalasain
Chikkamagaluru district. pHPHOTO

Jayapura and surrounding
areasalso received heavy rain.
Meanwhile, a man was

evening. Parts of Dakshina
Kannada, including Puttur
and Mangaluru, received light

% vas reported from Kanapura

fields have been inundated at
Brahmasandra, Kestur, Hire-
thotlukereand Chikkathotluk-
“erevillages.

- Heavyrain, accompaniedby
thunder and lightning, lashed
buragidistrict. Hailstorm

village in Chincholi taluk.
Following the rain, a tree
was uprooted on Chincho-
i-Bhalki SH 75 near Kanapu-
ra and traffic was affected for
more than an hour. A buffalo
+ was struck dead by lightning
whenitwasgrazinginafieldat
Kalamandaragiin Kamalapur
taluk. The buffalo belonged to

killed in a lightning strike fol- showers in the evening. Kora one Mahadevappa Shamarao

lowing heavy rainnear Masar-  hobli in Tumakuru districtre- Wadi. A calf has also been in-
guppivillage in Athanitalukin ceived heavy rain on Friday jured.
Belagavi district. The deceased night. The rain, which started ~ Following heavy rain, many
has been identified as Shivap- at midnight, lashed till 5 am low-lying areas in Kalaburagi
paNadhatti (28). on Saturday. In all, the hobli citywere flooded. Heavy show-

Parts of Belagavi city, sur- recorded a rainfall of 54 mm. ers also lashed different parts |-

rounding areas and Athani Asaresult,lakes andtanksare of Chamarajangar district.
town received rain in the brimming. Ragi and maize DH News Service
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Krishna water ;
reaches T.N. border

Andhra Pradesh will step up release, say officials

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

CHENNAI

City reservoirs may receive a boost,
as Krishna water, released from the
Kandaleru reservoir in Andhra Pra-
desh, reached the inter-State bor-
der in Uthukottai, Tiruvallur dis-
trict, in the early hours of Friday.

Initially, about 100 -cusecs was
realised at the State-limit, which la-
ter doubled to nearly 200 cusecs by
6 p.m., at the zero point of the Kan-
daleru-Poondi canal. :

Water Resources Department of-
ficials said the Kandaleru reservoir
now has a storage of 12.6 thousand
million cubic feet (tmc).

This enabled Andhra Pradesh
authorities to discharge nearly
1,200 cusecs into the 152-km-long
KP canal on Friday.

- Krishna water is expected to
reach the Poondi reservoir by Sa-
turday morning. The water from
the neighbouring State is signifi-
cant, as water level in Chennai’s
four major waterbodies is at a low
ebb. :

Recalling that the Andhra Pra-
desh authorities had promised to
release nearly 2 tmc of Krishna wa-
ter in October, an official said, “We
need to get 500 cusecs daily, to real-
ise 2 tmc in 45 days. Andhra Pra-
desh assured us that the water re-
lease will be stepped up in a few
days.”

The city had earlier received 2
tmc of Krishna water between Janu- -
ary and March this year, bridging
the gap between demand and sup-
ply then. :
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Monsoon ends with deficit, but
‘sets ground for record harvest

SANIEEB MUKHERIEE
New Delhi, 30 September

ain during the southwest mon-

soon this year has ended with a

shortfall of 94 per cent of the
average, which, in the normal course,
could have been enough reason to
declare 2018 a “drought-” or “deficient-
rainfall” year. .

However, the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has stopped usingthe
word “drought” since 2015 and now clas-
sifies a year in which cumulative rain is
10 per cent less than the Long Period
Average as a “deficient-monsoon” year.

This year is different in many ways.
Though overall rains have been over 9
per cent below normal, it hasn’t led to a
sharpdrop in the area under kharif. crops.
And, if the government’s first advance
estimate, released a few weeks ago, is to
be believed, production this kharif sea-
son is expected to go up to an ali-time
high of more than 141 million tonnes,

The water content in 91 major reser-
voirs in the country is also at a healthy
122,51 billion cubic metres, 117 per cent of
last year’s storage and 105 per cent of the
last 10 years’ average,

The acreage of kharif crops, another
big parameter to measure the perform-
ance of southwest monsoon, was 105,23
million hectares, lessthan 2 per cent low-

W thearea covered last year, areco-

rd acreage year, and almost 99,3 percent
of the normal area under kharif crops.

The cumulative rainfall shortage does
not reflect the ground situation, which
has made policymakers take notice, A
bigreason for the shortfallis that there has
been less precipitation in northeastern
parts of the country, where the normalis
usually higher than the rest of India.

Most districts that received deficient
rain were in UP (27), Bihar (27), Tamil
Nadu (20), Gujarat (19), Karnataka (16).
Several districts of Karnataka,
Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh are
facing drought-like conditions and if it
does not rain sufficiently during winter,
they could face severe water stress,

Some experts point to the growing
irrelevance of the monsoon in the farm-
ers’scheme of things and give the exam-
ple of Madhya Pradesh, where farmers
planted more soybean than pulses in
search of better prices, showing that
Teturn on investment is becoming a
dominant factor influencing farmers’
choice of crops.

“Farmers in many areas might have
gone for sowing kharif crops on the basis
of the optimum moisture level in the soil
rather than the amount of rainfall, which
isalso alearning experience forus,” IMD
Director General K J Ramesh told
Business Standard,

Moreon business-standard.com

Covering L, Yis

RAIN DISTRIBUTION
12 states saw deficient rainfall. Only
Kerala experienced excess showers

Arunachal
Pradesh

Meghalaya

Tripura

West
Bengal

Mizoram

Gox
lakshadweep

CATEGORY WISE
NUMBER OF STATES/UTs

Large excess 0
Excess 1
Normal 223
Deficient 12
Large deficient 0
Norain 0

Andaman
and Nicobar

B Large excess (60% or more)
B Deficient (-59% t0-20%)

Note: Rainfall figures are based on operation data

Excess(20%1059%) # Normal{-19%to 19%)

Source: MD
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/%/ monsoon ° forecast
Yy - missed the mark thig
j__year,ﬂledepamnent’srégion- :
: alirairlfall predi’ctibns‘proved
~tob farmoreaccurate. .
_ Thedepartment had fore. ]
* castgoodrainfall over north-
west India at 100% of LPA.
The region saw its best mon-

elhi: A discrepancy

In the rainfall data for Sep-
~tember 30 has created ambi-

' New])

:soon in five years which end. L iy over the final figure of
ed at 98% of LPA. Likewise, = , - 804mm  monsoon rainfall
_itsforecastsfor central India | | across the country, The IMD
(99% versus actual of 94%) 1 Wwebsite shows L1mm mean
1-and south peninsula % v o countrywide rain on Sunday
Versus 99%) were well with. | - 1 Large Excess (a0% or more) but credits 3.6mm to the con-

-inthe8% errormargin. Bxcess (20%to50%) solidated monsoon figure,

.. Eastandnortheast India, Normal (-19% t 19%) /s on September 29, sea-

however, berformed below e sonal rainfallin the country

 expectations with just 76% : I eficent (599 to 209 ., | Was800.4mm,as per VD d

_rainfall during the season as . : . oo A veleased o the depart-

. againstaforecastofk%%‘. - : : e ment’s website on Saturday.
- Initsfirst two forecasts (in . Driest monsoon in Ryalseema| An addition of 1.Imm rain on

;- April andMay),‘ﬂ\ﬂJhadSaid e _since at least 200
- the monsoon was likely to be |- . U
- 97% of LPA. Tn an Updatefor = = - . = o This translates to a deficit of
. the second half of the season and a slightly better perform. 38% of districts for which of
' (Aug-Sept) released on August .ance in September (93%). The IMD had data (252 outof 659) , whi

3, IMD had forecast 95% raim- “opposite turned out tohe frue, showing deficient or large

o - 5 -

Sunday would make the final
- monsoon figure 801.5mm.

i 'fa]lforthetwomonﬂms".Thea& ~ with August rainfall being ‘i—deficientrainfa]‘l. . v \ ek: By
1 tualrainfalldun‘ngthe period  slightlyless than93% of LPA. Last year, too, IMD had for this ear’s monsoon :

Wasglopgtoﬁi%.Septemberit- * In the event, fairly good - orecast a normal monsoon shows rainfall of 804mm i
. self ended with a ‘massive rainfall distribution, despite butifhadendedupin?the“be- across the country a

shortfall of 9.4%. This im.
plies that Sunday’s rainfall
Was 3.6mm and not1.1mm, as
of actuall rainfall from the  shown in the daily rainfall
; i data. IMD officials
availablefor commen

~ shortfall of more than 23% theoverall shortfall, kept the *‘1own0rmél”,range.:The sea-
and was the driest monsoon  rain deficiency down to 12 son’s deficit 12t year was
r the month since 2015, - subdivisions of the country - 5%. However, the deviation
In contrast, private fore-  out of 36 (33% of total). The i

: . - deficiency was higher if one

ooked at the districts with o

EASON B

UT DRY END

July 10-24; - Aug:
umbai Deluge
drenched, Kerala, showers

centralindia wet in centralindia

Rain in north &
€east’s paddy belt,
central India goes
e
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_ Aftershocks rocked the
coamdtyuntil'Saturdaya&er{
_ Doon following the massive

earthquake on Friday, which

[riggered the tsunamj. The seriz

of earthquakes were feltinan
eawith2.4

million people. -

Indonesia’s Agency for the

sessment and Application of

20irath(English)& Publicin

s Section. CWC.

Technology said in statement

the energy released by Friday’s

massive quake was around 200
times the power of the ator
bomb dr on Hiroshi

- World War Ty

Nugroho described the dam.
ageas “extensive” and said thoy.

ping malls and hotels had
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 Collapsed Abridge washed away

and the main highway to Paly .
wascutoffdue toalandslide.
e =

sandsofhouses, hospitals, shop-
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Flood-like situation in 30 Bhiwani

ol

DEEPENDER DeswaL
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 2
HISAR, SEPTEMBER 29 !l 5

The recent rain has caused
a flood-like situation in
several villages of Bhiwani
district. Rainwater has
inundated residential
localities, government
schools, besides agricul-
ture areas in the absence of
‘a proper drainage system.

The situation is grim in
about 30 villages, includ-
ing Dhanana, ‘Bapora,
Chang, Mitathal, Tigrana,
Alakhpura, Sui, Baliali,
Badesra, Jatai, and Prem
Nagar. The kharif Crops in
these villages have been
destroyed as the fields
remained under 3 to 4 feet
of water for a week.

The civic infrastructure
in the villages too has col-
lapsed, as government

[ schools, anangwari cen-
tres, hospitals and veteri-
nary hospitals have also
been inundated. The gov-
ernment schools at
Dhanana, Bapora, Chang,
and Badesra villages are
still under 2 to 3 feet of

| water and have been

ano documented 2i B

{Hindi)

Afarme

closed. Villagers said that
breaches in the Talu minor
at Siwada village and the
Ghaggar-Bhiwani drain at
Mitathal village aggravat-
ed the situation.

Irked at the prevailing

hagirathlEnglish

Deccan Chronicie
Deccan Herzig

J& Publicity Section, cwe, THE ECONNIIC TIMES

situation, a group of vil-
lagers have filed a petition
in court against the dis-
trict administration for
fixing the accountability
of the officers concerned
and compensation for

W.P.Chronicle

Az] [Hind]

Indian Natian |

-Nai Duniyz {Hindi)
The Times of indiz (A)
Business standarg

r at his waterlogged paddy field in Dhanana village of Bhiwani on Saturday. PHOTO: INDERVESH DUHAN

their crop loss.

Advocate PK Attri, who
filed the petition, said that
they approached the court
to get the accountability of
the administration fixed.
The court has sought replies

villages

from the Additional Deputy
Commissioner and the
sarpanches of three pan-
chayats of Dhanana village.

Ajit Singh, a farmer, said
that the kahrif Crops on
3,000 acres were sub-
merged and destroyed.
“We have taken loans from
private lenders and banks
to sow the crops. Drains
were not cleaned to allow
rainwater to flow, leading
to  flooding of fields,
schools and residential
areas. We want compensa-
tion for our crop losses. We
know that on paper the
drains may have been de-
silted. The administration
is responsible for the situa-
tion,” he said.

Dalip Singh, Executive
Engineer, Irrigation, said
that the breaches in the
canals have been plugged.
“Excessive rain led to
flooding of the area.
Around 5,000 acres of agri-
culture land is still under
water and it will take about
three or four days to drain
out water. We have
installed motors to drain
out water,” he added.
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JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 28

As the monsoon is receding

from Jammu and Kashmir,

this year has been a surprising
. one. The state received above
normal but uneven rains, leav-
ing several districts parched.

Although the monsoon
winds do not reach Léh district
in-"the Ladakh region, it
. received precipitation this year.

- Asperthe data of the Indian
Meteorological Department,
J&K received a total average

of 582-mm rainfall during the .

monsoon which is 13 per cent

The Tawi river after heavy rains in Jammu recently. fILE pHOTO

ditorial published on g Q . 0 9 £ QO/Z .inrti*»qe
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Stategeislapcmoreram

¥ As per the data of the Indi-
an Meteorological Depart-
ment, J&K received a total
averageof 582-mm rainfall
during the monsoon which.is
13 per cent:above normal

B Four spells of heavy rains
lashed the state between
June 20 and 27, July 4 and
10, August 15 and 21 and
September 26 and 28

 above normal of 517 mm that

the ““'state - “should’ ' have
received. Rajouri, Udhampur

“and Samba in the Jammu

region, over which monsoon
clouds pass, .did not get
required the precipitation.
Rajouri received 29 per cent

faced a 3 per cent deficit. "
Surprisingly, Leh received

ection, Cywe, THE ECONNMIIC TIMES

Monsoon brings excess but uneven rains in J&K

excess rain this year It
received 77-mm rainfall, much

- higher than 33 mm on an aver-

age recorded during June-Sep-

tember in the past decades.

Weather experts say it was
mostly due to the strong

. monsoon winds over HP
which~ influenced  the

weather in the cold desert.
“We received normal rains

- during the wet season but
 they were uneven. Areas
— - whichareusuallynot affected
deficit rainfall, Udhampur 31
per cent deficit and Samba |

by the monsoon winds
received more rainfall this
yeat,” said Mukhtar Ahmed,
Assistant Director, IMD.
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E0,000 acresoflakeland

encroached in state:
2000 surveyors to assess 24,000 Iak

JENGALURU: Over 20,000
icres of lake land - roughly
he size of many football
ields - are encroached in the
tate, anongoing govern-
nent survey has revealed.

This includes more than
.500 acres of lakes under
ncroachment in and around
lengaluru. Authorities have
one little, however, to clear
1€ encroachments.

The survey was commis-
loned last year following an
nnouncement in the 2017-18
udget by then Chief Minister
iddaramaiah. The govern-
1ent earmarked Rs 10 crore
ysurveyallwater bodiesinthe
ate by forming district-level
1sk forces headed by deputy
ymmissioners.

Hassan district, where
ublic Works Minister I D
evanna hails from, has the
ighest number of lakes -
641. Only 463 of them have
sensurveyedso far, revealing
icroachments in 268 water
ydies. :

The Bengaluru Urban dis-
ict administration has fin-
hed surveying all 837 water
»dies. Of this, authorities

und that 744 lakes were

encroached upon, spanning
4,535 acres. Till date, the dis-
trict machinery has recovered
2,036 acres of the 380 lakes
that were under encroach-
mentandtherest-2,499acres
-remain encroached.

- This is according to data
compiled by the Karnataka
Public Lands Corporation
(KPLC),anagencytasked with
protecting the government’s
immovable assets.

Major encroachers
MajorencroachersinBengalu-
ru include individual houses
and apartments located on
lake land. But a Legislative
Assembly committee on lake
encroachments, in its report
Novemberlast, recommended
to the government not to evict
them. That leaves small sheds
and empty plots which have
comeuponlakeland,

A senior official from the
Revenue department said this
was yet another lake survey
thatmaynotresultin any evic-
tion.

But, Bengaluru Urban Dep-
uty Commissioner B M Vijay
Shankar conceded the lagin
encroachment removal.
“That’s because I'm just

three months old in this
post and I've not yet started
looking at the encroachment
files,” he said. :

Actionplan
“But we are chalking out an
action plan to take up an-
ti-encroachment drives.” The
next drive, he said, has been
planned near HSR Layout.
Askedaboutthe encroachers,
Shankar said, “I can’t share
details till I visit the sites my-
self.” . :
That the district adminis-

tration has plans to take up [ V&

encroachment clearance

drives starkly contrasts Chief &=

Minister H D Kumaras-
wamy’sstand. On Tuesday, he
said the government would
not clear storm water drain
encroachments - a major is-
sueintheflood-prone city-as
itwasa “sensitiveissue.”

The Department of Sur-

vey, Settlement and Land.

Records (SSLR) is aiding the
survey. “One surveyor will
survey one lake a month. We
have 2,000 surveyors, who
will cover 24,000 lakes in a

year,” SSLR commissioner

Munish Moudgil said.
DH News Service

survey

oneyear’s tim

I

T
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Total Lakes
surveyed in
Karnataka

15,254
on2.89
lakh acres

| Bengalury -
rban district
. Totallakes

837 -

Totallakes

36,255

30,033 20re:

0n6.45 Lacres 28,263 acres

thcroachment' :Encroachment~ . ;Encroa;hment
5,5650e 744.. 643..
0n36,925acres 004,535 acres ﬂnG_,ZSZa;res
Encroachment Encroachment Encroachment
cleared : tlyearedr clt:eariedy :
Eg EE : E&g} fakes 5£§- fakes
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