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: The Disaster Management s
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i from Tibet’s Yarhing Tsang-
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Landslldelilm .
i Alandslide in the Milin se
i tion of the river had created
¢ a17km barrier at11a.m. on
October © 29, (temporarily
¢ blocking the flow of :water
i towards Arunachal Pradesh.
£ Alandslide of bigger intensi-
i tyinthe samesectionon Oc-
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China again alerts
India about possible

Brahmaputra floods

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, October 31

FOR THE SECOND time in a fortnight,
China has alerted India of a possible
flood-like situation in the Brahmaputra
river in Arunachal Pradesh after a land-
slide blocked water upstream in Tibet, a
senior water resources ministry official
said on Wednesday.

The alert of a landslide and subse-
quent formation of an artificial lake
was given to India late on Monday
evening separately through diplo-
matic channels and the mechanism
under which China shares hydrological
data on the Brahmaputra, the off1c1a1
added.

“As per latest information received
from ##Chinese side, the estimated
blocked water storage volume at land-
slide location (#Mﬂin Section of
#Yarlung #Zangpo in #Chinese Terri-
tory)at 6.30 hrs IST(9 hrs Chinese time)
on 31st Oct2018is337 MCM,”the Cen-
tral Water Commission tweeted.

On October 17, China had communi-
cated to Indiaaboutalandslide nearJiala
village in Milin county in the lower
ranges of the Yarlung Tsangpo river in
Tibet, which led to the formation of an
artificial lake.

As the water started breaching
the lake, the districts along the Brahma-
putra river in Arunachal Pradesh were
put on high alert for possible flash
floods.

The Yarlung Tsangpo, as it is referred

Al

The alert of a landslide and
subsequent formation of an
artificial lake was given to India on
Monday evening through
diplomatic channels and the
mechanism under which China
shares hydrological data on the
Brahmaputra

to by China, is known as the Siang in
Arunachal Pradesh and the Brahmapu-
tra after it reaches Assam.

“This time the landside occurred at
the same place and has again led to cre-
ation of an artificial lake, which has now
started breaching. However, the situa-
tionis not graveasitwasafortnightago,”
he said.

From May, China resumed sharing
hydrological data on the Brahmaputra
and Sutlejrivers.

In April, the two sides had signed an
agreement to share data on the Brahma-
putraand Sutlej.

For the Brahmaputra river, data was
shared by China from May 15, while it
started sharing data for the Sutlej from
June 1 until October 15.

However, the two recent events have
taken place after the data-sharing period
was over.

“The agreement also states that data
hastobesharedin case of an emergency
and they [China) have done ‘that” the
official added.
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Draft bill on Ganga: Armed

corps for
D CRIN M

Jayashree Nandi
» letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The draft National
River Ganga Bill 2018 has pro-
posed the settingup of an armed

‘Ganga Protection Corps’, with

the powers to arrest offenders
who pollute it, to keep the river
clean and help in its rejuvena-
tion, according to government
documents and people familiar
withthe matter.

Thecorps will beraised by the

"ministry of home affairs as

demanded by the National Ganga
Council, which is a panel of five
experts with powers to issue
directions on closure or regula-
tionofindustry and the construc-
tion of dams and other structures
that affect continuousflowinthe
river, and to stop any ac’uv1ty
causingpollution.

The Centreshareda copy of the

. draftbill, a copy of which is with

1 Hindustan Times, withenviron-
¢ sentalist GD -Agarwal days
nPre he died while on hunger

{ pefeonOctober11. Thebillaims -

strik

PUNISHABLE OFFENCES
UNDER THE GANGA ACT
INCLUDE SPOILING OR

DEFACING GHATS OR

STAIRS OR THROWING
ANY “OFFENSIVE

YATER W THERIER

torejuvenate Gangatoits “pris-
tinestageand ensureitsuninter-

~ rupted flow”.

UP Singh, secretary, ministry
of water resources, confirmed
that the draft has been sent for
interministerial eirculation. “It
will be finalised after all minis-
tries have seen it,” he said.
According to the draft bill, the
armed personnel willhave pow-
ers to “arrest (offenders), take
himorherin custody, ortake him
or her to the nearest police sta-
tion”. Thelonglistofoffencesand
penalties punishable under the
Ganga Act include spoiling or
defacingghatsor stairs or throw-

protection of river

ingany “offensivematter” inthe
river. Other offences include
stone quarrying, commercial
fishing without permission,
deforesting hill slopes or other
sensitive areas, withdrawing
groundwater for organised con-
sumption threugh tube wells or
industrial needs, among many
others. These offences are pun-
ishable withimprisonmentupto
two years or fine of up to 350,000.

The offences and penalties
come under the draft National
River Ganga Bill 2018. The bill
saysthe Centre will take control

J

of management, regulationand —

development of the Ganga, and

' gives it the status of a national

river. The bill declaresthat the
Centre will take control of the
management, regulation and
development of Ganga as the
river is of unique importance
““ascribed to faith and reasons
thataregeographical, historical,
sociocultural and economic is
hereby given the status of a
nationalriver.”

' CONTINUEDONPS

Ganga N L

A contentious clause, section
54 of the bill on offences by com-
panies, states thatifan offenceis
committed by a company, every
person whoin charge ofthe com-
pany when the offence is commit-
ted and the company will be
deemed guilty. But if the
in-chargeisabletoprovethatthe
offence was committed without
hisor her knowledge or that they
'exercised due diligence to pre-
vent the offence, they willnot be
punished undertheact.
“Section 54 first strongly puts
the onus of those heading opera-
tionsandactivities of companies
thataredamagingtheriver. But
then promptly adds a protective
clause by saying that action will
not be taken if the offence was
taken without his or her knowl-
edge. Heads of companies haveto

:be made liable for inaction and

illegalities,” said Kanchi Kohli,
legalresearcherattheCentrefor
Policy Research (CPR).

She added that all rivers need
attention. “Such proactive meas-
uresshouldapply toall riversand
river basins whether regarded
sacred by a specific religion or
not. One more authority might
notbeabletodoaway withall the
problems existing legal frame-
works face when it comes to
ensuringenvironmentaljustice.
This includes corruption, impu-
nity and complete disregard for
thelawsoftheland.”

“Themajor issues are building
barragesanddiverting flow ofthe

‘\river, dredging to make way for



News Iterﬂ]etterlamc)eiedxmna] published on . \ \\\Q\Q’) \‘g‘ m-the -

HNav Bharat TJm:L (Hindi)
Punjab Kesharti {Hindr)

Hindustan Times
Stztesman

The Times of indiz {N.D.)

indian Express
Tribune
Hindustan {Hindi)

"The Hindu

Deccan Herald

Rajasthan Patrika (Hlm:h)
Deccan Chronicle

Aszj {Hind])

. WP, Chronicle

Indian Nation ..
“NziDuniya (Hindi)
The Times of Indiz (&)

Business standard

(Centre tO @ﬂSHF@ C@ﬂSwﬂt W&t@i ﬂOW IH Ganga.

ANIMESH SINGH
NEW DELHI, OCT 31

Tven a8 the main erux z;f
1he NDA gover nment's

flagship Cprogramme
‘National Wission of Clean
Gapga' - er | ANamami

Gange'has been on. ¢
struction of ghats and se
ting up of sewerage {r

ment  plants (8TPs) 1o
decongest iho holy river-of -

jndustrial -~ waste, -the
Centre is now also keen 1o

\sobx'iq

“Mi;

.and setting up 8TPs

“the scheme,
“stant flow

ensure 111'1( there is remy
| 18

n e
b s ‘A\nmj
a consc,rv'\i ion

Ganga')

of hiodiversity in it

soent review

During a

of ‘the progrvess of the

entire schenie by Prime
ister Narendra Modi,
it was emphasised
while’ cleaning of  ghats
are
iniportant components of

Fltisi
ensure thal judi-

fhal

tant.
nNsUring con: o ne
of watex in the ‘Avi

,mpertam to

cious distribution of -
Ganga water is done

river — so that it can con-

tinue 1o remain a majoy -

: { . drinking waler

of fowns and -
gsid

shores

S Respurces.

‘officials  that - owing

2nd documented st Bhaglfath(fﬂqllsm& Publicity Section, cwe, 1HE ECONMIIC TIMES

Aant part 01 the Namami

Gange programuie; highly

placed sources aware of

the development said,

In a presentation made
before the PM, the Water
NMinistry - ds
Jearnt to have underlined
these aspects for long term |

‘conservation of the river,
gomrces further informed.

My Modi, who reviewed

the scheme last week, was

informed by the ministry

o

"

Asian Age, Delhi

dwwqmn of water for
industrial purposes and
cmmhmwhon of harvages,
the actual requirement of
‘Ganga water needed for
driking purposes gets
‘adversely affccted “and
]Cd(l‘i to scavcity,

1t 1s therefore Dmportant
4o enswre that judicious
istribution - of G?ll‘\[,.(l

water o is  -donme 80
‘that  requirements of
the : common - man - are
not affected.
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