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An Integrated Watershed Management Project has benefited three villages in a

alking throughthefieldsof
Jamgaon village in Sinnar
taluka (block)of Nasik dis-
trict in Maharashtra, one could
never imagine that this was a watet-
deficit area. Even though theflelds
were most]v bare, as the crops had
been harvested and the next sowing
vet to start, the rich soil with a fair
amount of moisture indicated there
was enough water. speaking to the
residents of the village 1t was
revealed that this was due to a
series of water management mea-
sures for better irrigation and
improved agricultural practices.
The force behind this change is
an Integrated Watershed Manage-
ment Project set up by the Hindus-
tan Coca-Cola Beverages Pvt Litd
(HCCB).thelargest bottling partner
of the Coca-Cola Company inIndia.
The project was started in March 2015
across three villages (Khaprale,
Chandrapur and Jamgaon) in Sin-
nar block, covering a geographical
area of 1624 ha. For this the company
has tied up with Water Trust Organ-
1sation (WOTR), Sanjeevani Institute
of Empowerment and Development
and the local community The ini-
tiative is in line with the Maharashtra gov-
ernments Jalyukta Shivar, whose main
objective 1s drought management across
the state and improving agriculture.
The kev objective of the project,
informed Kalyan Ranjan, Associate vice-
president, Public Affairs and Communi-
cation, HCCB, is toenhance agricultural
productivity through watershed man-
agement. “Water i1s the most important
resource for all activities in a village.
whether agriculture or for drinking pur-
poses,” Ranjanstressed. "Our mandate is
to give back to the commmunity, especial-
lv since water 1s the main component of
our products.” The interventions are
mainly i the form of irrigation devel-
opment and weather-specific advisories,
which helped address the issues of water
need foragriculture, high soil erosion. land
degradation. lack of knowledge on agri-
cultural production technologyv and also
migraticn. |
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water-deficit area of Nasik district, reports Asha Ramachandran
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With the company’s bottling plant
located around 30 km from Jamgaon vil-
lage, a basic need assessment was done.
As part of the company’s CSR activities
HCCB started the project in 2015, at a cost
of Rs 2 crore, spread over five years. The
first two years are devoted to implemen-
tation and last three vears for monitoring,
evaluation, reporting and impact assess-
ment. At the end of five years the project
will be handed over to the villagers forits
funther execution, HCCB officials informed.

The villages have traditionally grown
millets Qowar and bajra). wheat and Ben-
gal gram. They have now added vegetables
to their farms. including onion. toma-
to and potato. Thev have increased the
area under wheat cultivation and have
aiso entered floriculture.

Empowering women
- Our first stop during the visit to

Jamgaon village was a meeting with the
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women. Since the launch of the project,
a total of 18 women self help groups (SHG)
covering 236 women were revived. This
enabled the promoters to impart an
understanding and awareness of the pro-
ject in view of the village needs and pos-
sible solutions. Regular interactions
were possible through the SHGs and
Gram Sabhas. "We are illiterate but are
now learning financial literacv,” said
Anita Khobhle, a Gram Panchayvat
member She elaborated how the women
had learnt accounting and book keep-
1ing. The women visited some success-
ful SHGs outside their village and were
following some of the best practices.

Apart from the common pool of
moneyv held by the SHGs, as part of the
HCCRB watershed project, banks (SBI,
ICICI. Bank of Maharashtraand Coop-
erative Bank) lend money atanominal
interest rate of two per cent.

But the main purpose of reviving

the SHGs was toeducate them
On water management and
agriculture practices. "Before
2015 we had a lot of water
problems,"” said Laxman Tam-
bat Tolape, from Chandrapur
village. "But now, that is solved."

Impressed by the change,
Dana J Bolden, Group Direc-
tor, Public Affairs and Com-
munications, of Coca-Cola
company, said, "We will con-
tinue to support the community
in thelr efforts.”

Conserving water

A major intervention to con-
serve water and increase 1rri-
gation potential was the con-
struction and repair of farm
bunds. The bunds, built along
gentle slopes, checks rainwa-
ter run-off and replenish the
ground water. Till date, a total
of 46,041 metre farm bunds
have been constructed across
three villages.

A check dam in Jamgaon,
stretching back 500 metres,
stores water collected during
the monsoon months til] Feb-
ruary next year. Apart from recharg-
ing ground water, it serves domestic use
as well. As part of social discipline, an
official of WOTR explained, no one 1s
allowed to draw water directlv from the
dam. Two new check dams have been
constructed, one each in Khaprale and
Chandrapur village.

A percolation tank hasbeen repaired,
resulting in an increase in water stor-
age capacity and also availability of water
for a prolonged period.

An automated weather station has
been installed at Chandrapur, which is
equidistantfrom Khaprale and Jamgaon
villages. Thedata avatlable on wind speed,
direction, humidity, rainfall and temper-
ature is senttothe Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD), which is processed by
WOTR and sent to the farmers through
SMS on thelr mobile phones. A total of 352
farmers have regisiered for these advisories,
the official informed.
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CYCLONE NADATO HITTN GOASI

FISHERMEN HAVE BEEN ALERTED NOT TO VENTURE OUTINTO THE SEAFROM 30NOVEVENING

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

Chennai, 30 November

Just one vear after, rekin-
dling the horrific December
delugeof 2015, thenorthern
coastal tip of Tamil Naduis
bracing for vet another flood.

According to the India - |

Meteorological Department
(IMD) officials. a cyclonic
storm, named NADA . devel-
oped out of a deep depres-
sionover the south east Bay
of Bengal is expected to
cross the north Tamil Nadu
coast between Vedaranyam
and Puduchery, close to
Cuddalore in the wee hours
of December. to bring heavy
to very heavy rains in the
north coastal districts of
Tamil Nadu, including
Chennai on Thursday and
Fridav

The IMD statement issued
on Wednesday afternoon
said that “‘as predicted,. the
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Indian fishermen anchor at a harhour in Chennai. Afp

——h —— e ——— = RS ——— R

deep depression over south-
east Bay of Bengal moved
north westwards and 1nten-
sified into a cyclonic storm
‘Nada’ over southwest and
adjoining areas of thecoast.”

“At present it is travelling
770 km southeast of Chen-
nai and 730 km east-south-
east of Puducherry. The
system 1s likely to move
west-northwestward and
intensity further and cross

north Tamil Nadu coast on
2 December”
InalettertoTamil Nadu
chief secretary. director of
ACWC, regional meteoro-
logical centre, S Balachan-
dran. has informed the oftti-
cials to alert the {ishermen
not to venture into the sea
from this evening. -
“Heavy to veryv heavy
rain is likelv to occur at a
few places over coastal Tamil

Nadu, Puducherry and at iso-

lated places over Kerala in

the subsequent days. Winds
are blowing from north to
northeast at 15 to 20 knots.

& Qea waves are moderate to

rough at times. "

“Distant cautionary sig-
nal No. 1 with section signal
No. 5 has been hoisted at
Chennai, Cuddalore and
Nagapattinam ports and
distant cautionary signal
No. 1 has been hoisted at
Ennore, Kattupalll.
Puducherry Karaikal, Pam-
ban and Thoothukudi ports,”
the bulletin said.

People in Chennail are
bracing for another bout of
nature’s fury which reminds
them of the 2015 floods 1n
which more than 500 people
were killed and about 1.8
lakhs people got displaced.

The torrential rains of
November-December 2015
which lashed thefive north-

Fo—t— — ] _

erndistrictsof Tamil Nadu
and which saw the capita.
city Chennai flooded com
pletely:

Though the unprece-
dented heavy rain in 100
years history in Chennai
attributed to exceptionally
strong El Nino and other
coincident, evervbody 1s
convinced that the capital
city falled m maintaining an
effective drainage svstem.

The damages due to the
severe flood was estimated
at nearly about $200 billion,
from which the city and
neighbouringdistrict have
not vet recovered.

According to reports, 1t
i1s seen that the citv has not
learned ant lesson from 1it.
as recently the High Court
of Madras pulled up various
governmental departments
for not co coordinating etfec-
tively toreduce the damage
if flood hit the citv
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- The Supreme Court today
~ ordered “status quo on the ~

SutlejYamuna Link. (SYL)' 5 "
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- to Punjab and the Centre on
. Haryana’s plea for Rz—m-Beas |
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1 Director General of Police as
court receivers of the canal

land and asked them to filea = "7 N ESPEX -OHNE o

report within a week on the

- “ground situation
“Status quo as of today
shall be maintained by the
parties, subject to further
orders of this court,” a Bench

BT 'smn 6’1‘ the ]ands ete, in ques-
e tionas ontodaywould be dis-

“possessed before” the next

S f e :_f Gt date of hearing”.

- " As the apex court has not

:;'. ey Z_'.':q"::‘:-':'.'_'::ll'lir'.'.ﬂti_..___l.
0Y 0. alta'edﬂ)epresentstams Pun-

session of the land, at least for
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compfising Justices PC
Ghose and Armtava Roy said.
Posting the‘case for Decem-

ber 15, it clarified that “for the
present, nobody in posses-

returned the acquired land to
- the farmers through a notifica-
oo gealy e tion issued on November 16 on
e the strength of a resolution
SFUFL TSR pagsed in the Assembly and a

Cabinet decision. Appe aring
for the Centre, Solicitor Gen-

“eral Ranjit Kumar supported

the status quo order. Arguing
for Haryana, senior counsel
Shyam Divan questioned the

' CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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nehﬁmﬁoh He gaid a ﬁve—

member Constlmhon Bench
of -the. SC had ruled on .
November 10 that the Pumab

Termmatlen of Agree‘ments
Aet 2004, was in violation of
1;he Constitution, the Inter-

“State Water- Disputes ‘Act ';
- 1956 and the Punjab Reor-

gemsatlen Act 1966, be31des
F being against two apex ceurt

' Gary 15, 2002, and June 4,

- 2004. Answermg the presi- .
- dential reference on -the-
. validity of the 2004 Act, the
" Constitution Bench had also -
" held that the Assembly had

| nullify the apex court’s

“decree in favour of Haryana.

- Ttwasclearfrom the SCtul- »-

ing on the 2004 Act that the

November 16 notiﬁcatlen
- which was only an executive

: aetlen had no legal sanctity, -

| Dwan pleaded and contend-

ed that the Union Home Sec-
: retaly and Punjab Chief Sec-

' retary and DGP, who were -
: appointed court receivers of

s
| the canal land on March 17,
E 2016, while hearing the pres-

' judgments delivered on Jan-

" no power to enact any law to

L4
-y '_rT,f*"‘E';

LT TR S

1dent|el reference, centmued
‘“Isd’ bereceivers. - -
"‘Are you not msmtmg on
astatus quo ante'?" the Bench
“asked Haryana: Divan said
he did not want to dispos-
-sess the farmers -of their
Jand as they had not been
‘made parties to the fresh_'
reund of htlgatmn '__ ‘_;.% S

.....

counsel Hansh Salve sald the

sensitive issue should -be
“allowed .fo be handled by
- those corning to power in the
forthcoming Assembly elec-
.tions in Punjab. The Benc_h
-said the case could be posted
for Aprﬂ or May afber the
December 15 hearing. -

Senior advecate Ram J eth-

*malam, who also. appeared -

oo for PJ.mJab said the‘Centre
~should take the initiative to
- resolve the issue in national
mterest by appointing a.
- group ef experts o _assess
‘the - water availability,
-reqwrements and entitle-
_ment of the two ‘states,
besides the compulsmns of

- explore alternative sources
whlch “e}ast” he pleaded
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X ;. LAy Un] ab SC StOpS Plll'ljab
bifto return SYL  mremstend

AN o Pum.'ib or1 Wednesday to ma-
. ¥ ‘; intain $tatus’quo onland acqui-
SN 1 red for the Satluj Yamuna Link
DN o : e,,-. ’ 'Q ,DCO ‘canal and sought a report about
. ‘" Jitsmove to return the land to far-
i A 1 H AP r--:v . .
3 New Delhi The Su_preme Cﬂurt ﬂlrected the PunJ ab go- .hastzg}ﬂ} gle’feﬁ?;ﬁ% ];ass been
_5« vernment on 'Wednesday to maintain status quo on the A0 | :

* land acquired for the construction of the SYL canal, e
. which is aimed at giving Haryana its share of Ravi-Beas
~ water, and sought a report about the state s move to Te-
turntheland tofarmers. o
Abench of JusticePCGhose and Justlce Am1tava Roy
passed the order after hearing the Haryana government,
. which accused Punjab of committing contempt of court
by deliberately deciding to return the land to farmers to
" frustrate the apex court’s decree of 2003 mandating that
_ Punjab construct the SYL canal, as well as the November
10 constitution bench ]udgnent Gpmmg that the canal
. should be constructed.
- Thebench ordered a high- 1eve1 panel comprlsmg the
: Union home secretary and the Punjab chief secretary
and DGP to assess the situation on the ground following
the Punjab government’s November 16 decision toreturn
the land acquired for the SYL canal back to farmers
ortheir kin. It asked the panelto submitareporttotheco-
urt by December 15, and ordered all parties to maintain
- status quo. Appearing for Haryana, senior advocate Anil
- Divan said Punjab had been taking various legislative
“and executive stepstofrustratethe apex court’sdecreedi-
: recting it to construct the SYL canal. “If a staterefusesto
; obey the SC judgments and attempts to nullify it by legis-
} lative and executive decisions, it would spell dlsaster for
: thefederal structure of the country,” hesaid. |
f Finding itself in a difficult legal and constltutwnal
position given theseries of orderspassed againstitbythe
i apex court, Punjab decided to ﬁeld a strong team before
! Justices Ghose and Roy. B
¥ Senior advocates Ram Jethmalam Harlsh Salve and
. RS Suri gave different points of view while stressing the
- diresituation faced by Punjab far mers becauseof SCBI'CI-
z ty of Water for 1rr1gat10n -
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il Nadu braces for Cyclone /
N da govt readles rescue teams
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» Kakshmana®hindustantimes.com

CHENNA!: Tamil Nadu is bracing
for Cyclone Nada, expected to hit
Cuddalore in the early hours of
December 2.

What the cyclone brmgs for
Chennai is plenty of rain, but
not in the guantity that caused
floods last year around the
same time. |

The state government readied
two National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) teams while one
State Disaster Response Force | I |
(SDRF) team was stationed at = Fishermen anchor in a harbour in Chennai on Wednesday. Cyclone
Cuddalore. Oneteameachof the . Nada is expected to make a landfall between Vedaranyam and
NDRF and SDRF was positioned Puducherry near Cuddalore on Friday. | AFP PHOTO
at Nagapattinam and Chennal. - - |

- The cyclone. is expected the cyclone hits the land,” S thatched houses, power lines,
to make a landfall between Balachandran, director of the transmission and cellphone
F Vedaranyam and Puducherry Met office in Chennai, said. towers.
near Cuddalore on Friday, = “We have advised the fisher- "Schools in Chennai,
+  “Wind speeds of 45-55 kmph -‘menagainst goingintodeepsea = Kancheepuram, Nagapattinam,
could lash through Cuddalore, _ for fishing,” hesaid, addingthat  Tiruvallur and Cuddalore have
alkal and Puducherry When ‘ there cauld be some damage to been shut for two days P
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» letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE: The Supreme Court .

re-appomted on Wednesday the
panel of receivers in the ongoing

Sutlej-Yamuna Link (SYL) Canal
dispute and asked for areport on

the status of the land meant for_

the canal by December 15.
Abenchof justicePC Ghoseand
]ustloeAnutavaRny however, clar-
fied that the receivers —the Unilon
home secretary, chief secretary of
Punjab and thedirector general of

Punjab police — willnot take over

the possession of the land.

The bench had appointed the
three receivers, who were per-
mitted to take possession of the
project land and were also asked
to maintain status quo on the site,
on March 17. The order followed
the Haryana government’s plea,
accusing its neighbour of vio-
lating an earlier SC verdict that
upheld the SYL project.

On November 10, a bench of
five judges declared the Punjab

COURT BA'ITLE
' - On Novanba'lﬂ,abmdwf""'

- five judges de

i '. ~Puny abTerimmtmnef

-' Agreement Act, 2004, 'Ilegal
-~ wHaryana appreached the

| '*. ~top court again after ..

" Punjab decided to return
the land to its ongmal
owners, despite the ..

- Supreme Court verdlct

- wThe benchissued a netlce
te Punjab on Haryanas &
‘plea to enforce the -
November 10 3C verdlct
Lo

ik

—y———

- . [ =
. -
-

- P o

Termination of Agreement Act,
2004, illegal. The law “unilater-
ally” terminated the 1981 water-
sharing pact with Haryana.
Haryana approached the top
court again after Punjab decided to
return theland to its original own-
ers, despite the SC verdict. Senior
advocate Shyam Divan complained
against the Badal government’s

ﬁ N
yex court seeks report on

dlsputed SYL canal land ¢

WATER SHARING WOES Bench wants feport by December15 e
clanfles receivers will not take over possessmn of land meant for project

decmmn to denot:fy theland with

immediate effectand return itfree

of charge. He argued the receiv-

ers should take possession of the

land, a request the Supreme Court
refused to entertain.

“The decision to denotify 5,376

~acres of acqmred land for the

project and give it back 10 4,980
farmers or their descendants
would further complicate the
issue,” Divan said.

However, the bench issued a
notice to Punjab on Haryana'’s
plea to enforce the November 10
SC verdict.

On behalf of Punjab, senior

" advocates Ram Jethmalani and

Harish Salve said the dispute
before the court was very sen-
sitive and could be resolved
through “government-to-gov-
ernment” initiatives. They
sought a hearing in May, after
the assembly elections In
the state.

But the bench did not accept the
proposal and said it would hear the
matter once the report wes tabled.

[
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