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‘We will not harm the Yamu

COUNTER POINT Art of Living founder say they are using
eco-friendly materials, nobody will stay at the venue after 10pm

SRI SRI RAVI SHANKAR, Founder, Art of Living

plains’

Mallica Joshi

# malicajoshiahindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The 35th anniver-
sary celebrations of the Art of
Living course is being held on
the Yamuna floodplains amid
controversy. The event, expect-
ed to attract over 30 lakh peo-
ple, is scheduled from March
11-13. A petition has been
moved against the organisers
on the grounds that the event
would damage the floodplains.
Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, founder
of Artof Living, dismissed
these allegations in an interac-
tion with HT.

Preparation for the three-day
event has not been without con-
troversy, especially with environ-
mentalists moving the National
Green Tribunal.

The first thing that we wanted
to do was to approach the NGT
and take permission. But NGT
has no such system. Only
when a petition was filed did
the NGT have a say at all. We
applied for the location as it
was well connected and it was
willingly allotted.

We would not harm the
Yamuna. Nobody associated
with the event will stay there.
They will come at 5pm and
leave by 10pm. The hue and

cry that we are destroying the
Yamuna floodplain is nonsense.

Is it true that flora has been
destroyed?

First of all, there was noth-
ing there but weeds at the
location. Secondly, the land

is cultivated. If it was virgin
land with flora and fauna, T
would have been the first one
to say ‘let’s not do anything
here, we don’t want to destroy
anything’. We have not cut any
trees. We pruned the branches
of four trees because they
were obstructing the view.

What of the allegation of dump-
ing debris?

Itis incorrect. We have only
levelled the land and shifted the
mud to the side. How can we use

The stage for the event is the largest to be built,
equivalent to six football grounds. People from 155
countries are participating in the event.

SRI SRIRAVI SHANKAR, founder, Art of Living

theland if it is notlevelled? We
only redistributed mud.

Does your holding this event set
a precedent for the use of the
floodplain for activities?

If that is the case, the gov-
ernment should not give the
opportunity to anyone. They
say there will be damage
because of high footfall. I don’t
agree. Festivals have been held
for centuries on the banks of
the Ganga.

To take the international com-
munity to a venue where there
is only a gutter is a challenge
in itself. This festival will also
put pressure on the authori-
ties to at least stop the 17
drains from emptying here.
No one protests when sewage is
dumped but there are protests

when we want to hold a festival.

What is the scale of the event?
The stage for the event is

the largest to be built—at 7
acres, equivalent to 6 football
grounds. 8,500 musicians will
play 50 instruments. People
from 155 countries are par-
ticipating in the event, much
higher than participation in
Commonwealth Games.

Is there a traffic management
plan in place?

‘We have been in regular touch
with the police and 10,000 vol-
unteers are working to make
sure the routes are in place.

Any apprehensions about the
NGT hearing?
No, we are completely relaxed.

o T
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NGT adjourns case
to Wednesday

NEW DELHI: The National Green
Tribunal (NGT) on Tuesday
adjourned its hearing on the
petition against the Art of
Living anniversary celebrations
on the Yamuna floodplains to
‘Wednesday.

The NGT bench, headed by
chairperson Justice Swatanter
Kumar, said it will carry out
a day-to-day hearing from
‘Wednesday. The matter, which
came up before the tribunal
on Tuesday, was postponed on
technical grounds. The bench
asked the petitioner to clarify if
aspecific application was made
to quash the DDA approval for
the event.

On Friday, the on-site report of
the NGT appointed expert com-
mittee was submitted, according
to which there has been large
scale devastation of the flood-
plain. It stated that the Maily se
Nirmal Yamuna revitalisation
project 2017 was violated and the
permission by DDA to the organ-
isers was illegal. HTC

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx

= The petitioner alleged that the const

ruction on the floodplains was in violation of the green cou

rt's orders.

THE CONTROVERSY

HT looks at the events leading up to the peti-
tion filed in the National Green Tribunal

FACTS ABOUT THE ART OF LIVING EVENT
ON THE YAMUNA FLOODPLAINS
The three-day Art of Living event is scheduled for
March 11-13. Construction of tents, hutments,
barricades is underway. Indiscriminate use of
rubble in over 1,000 acres of the Yamuna flood-
plains in East Delhi has been reported.

The construction work stand out to the left hand
side when one is heading towards Noida or Mayur
Vihar from Ashram or Sarai Kale Khan, on the
DND Flyway.

A plea by activist, Manoj Misra, challenging the
event in the NGT stated how “illegal and unau-
thorised dumping & construction in the active
floodplains of the Yamuna is taking place over
some 25 hectares upstream of DND flyway.”

The NGT, in a judgment last year, expressly pro-
hibited all construction activity on the floodplains
to preserve the ecology. The tribunal had asked
its principal committee to identify structures on
the floodplains that needed to be demolished.

Members of the Art Of Living foundation said
that they have started work “only upon the grant
of permission from the authorities/DDA” and are
using eco-friendly material like wood, mud, cloth
for the construction.

THE IMPORTANCE
OF FLOODPLAINS

FLOOD PROTECTION: They givea
river more space and decrease
pressure on flood protection struc-
tures such as dams

WATER QUALITY: Floodplains and
flora act as natural filters, remov-
ing excess sediment and nutrients,
which can degrade water quality.

RECHARGED AQUIFERS: Outside a
river's main channel, water flow
becomes slow and has more time
to seep into the ground. These

serve as a primary source of water
and are critical for irrigation.

DANGER TO LIFE AND LIMB: Recent
floods in Uttarakhand and Chennai
were mainly because height of
buildings were indiscriminately
raised in the floodplains.

PAST TRAGEDY: In 2010, a house
collapsed at Lalita Park in East
Delhi, killing 71. The building stood
on the sandy Yamuna floodplail
Monsoon floods led to seepage in
the foundation and in a city, which
falls under Seismic zone 4, it was a
disaster waiting to happen.

SAUMYA KHANDELWAL/HT PHOTO
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Centre to verify Haryana govt’s Saraswati claim

Published on: Mar 2, 2016, 1:30 AM

Uma Bharti, Union Minister

Ravi S Singh
Tribune News Service
New Delhi, March 1

While the BJP government in Haryana has gone to town claiming discovery of the mythical
Saraswati river, the Centre is hedging its bet on it, at least for now.

Union Minister for Water Resources Uma Bharti today said a “task force”, headed by Padma
Bhushan awardee Dr Kharag Singh Valdiya and comprising water experts and historians, will
look into the veracity of the claim.

“The ministry will think further about the river only after its veracity was found,” Bharti said.

On whether the Centre will provide help to revive the river, she said it needed to be established
whether it was Saraswati. The task force has been asked to ascertain the veracity of the claims of
discovery of Saraswati in Haryana and Rajasthan. Traces of underground water flow were found
in a Yamunanagar village.

"Yes, underground water of a river has been found. But it has to be established whether the river
was indeed Saraswati" - Uma Bharti, Union Minister

http://www tribuneindia.com/article/news_print.aspx?story_id=203594&catid=7&mid=53
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A ‘sweet spot” that cannot mask grim realities

A close reading of the Budget shows that the NDA maintains the squeeze on expenditure, including in social sectors

udget 2016 has come amidst grow-

ing disquiet over the actual state

of the Indian economy. Going by

the official data, GDP grew at 7.6%
in 2015-16 at the back of 7.2% growth reg-
istered in 2014-15, making India the fast-
est growing major economy in the world.
Annual inflation, as measured by the
wholesale price index (WPI), fell t0 0.9% in
January 2016. Such a virtuous combination
of high growth and falling inflation — if
truly reflective of ground realities — is
unprecedented in recent economic history.
Yet, several other economic indicators do
not corroborate such a ‘sweet spot’.

The latest Economic Survey itself
shows that fixed capital formation has fall-
ento29.4% of GDP in2015-16 from 30.8% in
2014-15. Agriculture has grown by merely
1.1% this year after -0.2% growth last year
with food grains production stagnating at
around 250 million tonnes for the past two
years. Exports and imports have fallen by
17.6 and 15.5%, respectively, during this
year. The Railway Budget presented last
week reported amere 1% growth in freight
volume in 2015-16 over last year.

Growth in bank credit has ranged
between 9and11% in the lasttwo years in
contrast to an average annual growth rate
of over20% in the last decade. Banks are
unwilling tolend owing to a pile-up of bad
debts, with stressed advances accounting
for over 8.5 crore, i.e. almost 7% of GDP.
The debt distress afflicting the private cor-
porate sector is acting as a drag on fresh
investments. These are certainly not the
signs of a booming economy. Moreover,
despite crude oil prices (Indian basket)
dropping to around $30 per barrel from an
average of $84 per barrel last year, annual
inflation as measured by the consumer
price index has remained over 5%.

The fiscal strategy adopted by the
finance minister, however, betrays
the sense of complacency pervading
the policy establishment. Adherence
to a conservative fiscal stance and defi-
cit reduction has been prioritised over
everything else. The total expenditure
under the UPA-II government (2009-14)
averaged around 14.8% of GDP, with
plan expenditure averaging 4.5% of
GDP and the fiscal deficit at 5.31% of
GDP. By 2015-16, the Modi government
has squeezed total expenditure in real
terms to 13.2% of GDP, with plan expendi-
ture falling to 3.5% and the fiscal deficit
t0 3.9%. The estimates for 2016-17 pro-
vided in Budget 2016 promise to adhere
to the same contractionary roadmap, by

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
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= Given the widespread agrarian distress, the government has been forced to increase the

outlays significantly this year to reverse the damage

restricting total expenditure to 13.1%,
plan expenditure to 3.6% and the fiscal
deficit to 3.5% of GDP.

There has been a shortfall of over 345,000
crore in direct tax collections in 2015-16
vis-a-vis the budget estimates made last
year. But this shortfall has been more than
made up with indirect tax collections over-
shooting budget estimates by over 355,000
crore, mainly on account of the hikes in
excise duties on petroleum products. While
crude oil prices have come down by over
54% since April 2015, the reduction of the
retail price of diesel in Delhi is merely 8%.

Budget 2016 intends to take this regres-
sive trend further, with the finance minister
proposing to mobilise additional revenue
worth 20,670 crore through indirect taxes
and cesses, while foregoing 31,060 crore
in direct taxes owing to the reduction in
corporate tax rate and other exemptions.
Suchreliance on indirect taxes for revenue
mobilisation, especially excise duties on
petro products, is fraught with risks. While
it will soak up demand from the economy,
on the one hand, it can also start an infla-
tionary spiral, on the other, if international
oil prices start rising again.

Much is being made out of the thrust
on agriculture and rural areas in Budget
2016. The fact is that there was a cut in
the nominal outlays for agriculture and
irrigation inlast year’s Budget by almost
35,500 crore. Given the widespread agrar-
ian distress, the government has been
forced to increase the outlays signifi-
cantly this year to reverse the damage.
While the outlay for agriculture and
irrigation has increased from 0.19% of
GDP in 2015-16 to 0.32% in 2016-17, the

REUTERS

outlays for the social sectors (health
and education), rural development and
energy-infrastructure have remained
at the same level in real terms as in the
last two years — 1%, 0.7% and 1.5% of
GDP, respectively. The allocation for food
subsidy has been cut in nominal terms.
The much-advertised improvement in the
‘quality’ of public spending in terms of a
spike in capital expenditure has also got
reversed in Budget 2016 — after rising
from 1.57% of GDP in 2014-15 to 1.75%
of GDP in 2015-16, it is estimated to fall
t0 1.64% in 2016-17.

The fact that this government’s expend-
iture commitments in crucial areas are
suspect is borne out by the 2015-16 revised
estimates on crucial heads. Last year’s
Budget had estimated a net transfer of
38.42 1akh crore to the states as their share
of taxes and central grants and loans. In
effect, the net transfer to the states has
fallen short by 221,443 crore. While the
plan spending of the Railways for 2015-16
was estimated at X1 lakh crore last year,
revised estimates suggest a shortfall of
17,800 crore.

Last year’s Budget had estimated
nominal GDP to grow by 11.5% in 2015-16,
while it actually grew by only 8.6%. If the
nominal GDP growth of 11% for 2016-17,
estimated in this Budget, turns out to be
an over-estimate vet again, it will further
dent the credibility of the government.
Complacency can be quite damagingata
time when the global economy is facing
a downturn and capital is flying out of
the emerging economies.

Prasenjit Bose is an economist and activist
The views expressed are personal

pressm
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NGT to hold daily hearing on fest from today

¢ Bindu Shajan Perappadan

Environmental activist Manoj Misra has moved the NGT against the event for violating green laws.Photo: Sushil Kumar Verma

: Maintaining that it will be holding day-to-day hearing from Wednesday, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) on Tuesday adjourned the
hearing on a plea against an event being organised on the Yamuna flood plains by the Art of Living foundation, headed by Sri Sri Ravi
Shankar, for violating environmental laws.

The matter, which came up before the Tribunal on Tuesday, was postponed for a day on technical grounds.

Environmental activist Manoj Misra has moved the NGT against the event. Speaking about the postponed date he explained that the Tribunal
asked them if they had moved an application against the Delhi Development Authority (DDA) allowing the event “which we hadn’t”.

“The postponement happened on a technical issue. DDA being a party to the earlier judgment of January 13, 2015, which doesn’t allow such
events to be held at the venue could not have given any permission to the event without prior reference to the NGT order. In any case we are
addressing the technical issue about this challenge before the Tribunal on Wednesday,” he said.

The Art of Living is organising a world cultural festival between March 11 and 13 that is expected to be attended by 35 lakh people from 155
countries, a statement released by the foundation said.

Meanwhile, facing allegations of damage to environment during preparations for its event on the Yamuna flood plains, the Art of Living
maintained that it has followed all guidelines and directions of authorities and the National Green Tribunal.

“The Art of Living (AOL) has a huge regard for the environment. We have never violated nor do we have any intention to violate any laws of
the country,” a statement by AOL spokesperson said.

The group added that they have followed all the guidelines, recommendations, directions of the honourable court and the authorities
extending us the permission to hold the World Culture Festival.

Printable version | Mar 2, 2016 1:14:09 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/ngt-to-hold-daily-hearing-on-fest-from-
today/article8302212.ece

© The Hindu
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Uncertainty hangs over mega event on Yamuna floodplains

e Damini Nath

Preparations in full swing on Tuesday for the World Culture Festival, which will be held between March 11 and 13. The stage and the seating
for the audience will cover nearly 1,000 acres.Photo: Sushil Kumar Verma

Experts and officials split on environmental affect of the World Culture Festival being organised by the Art of Living Foundation to mark
its 35th anniversary

ith just 10 days to go, uncertainty hangs over a giant cultural festival being organised on the floodplains of the Yamuna as experts are divided
on whether the event will damage the topography of the area.

The World Culture Festival, being organised by the Art of Living Foundation to celebrate its 35th anniversary, will be held between March 11
and 13 on the floodplains near Mayur Vihar in East Delhi.

Organisers are expecting 3.5 million people to attend over three days, and are building what they call the world’s largest stage, which will be
spread over seven acres, for artistes to perform. The site stretches over 1,000 acres, flanked by the busy Delhi-Noida Direct Toll Bridge on one
side, and the river on the other.

The foundation is aiming for a “mega celebration of diversity”. But, there’s just one problem. Construction on the floodplains is not allowed,
and an environmentalist has moved the National Green Tribunal (NGT) to stop the event from taking place.

While the Tribunal hears the petition filed by Manoj Misra, the convenor of the Yamuna Jiye Abhiyaan, government officials, conservationists
and lawyers are divided over the legality of the entire programme.

Vinod Jain, who is called Delhi’s “water man” for his efforts to promote conservation, said there was no doubt that such a massive event
would damage the floodplains. “They have already altered the topography of the area. The Master Plan-2021 doesn’t allow any construction in
the floodplains, which have already shrunk from 97 square kilometres to 65 sq. km due to illegal construction,” said Mr. Jain.

He added that the floodplains were designated for setting up reservoirs and bio-diversity parks. Delhi could have saved 200 million gallons
per day if it had made reservoirs in the floodplains, said Mr. Jain.

The Art of Living, however, denies that the activities are illegal. Akshama Nath, the lawyer representing the foundation in the NGT, said all
necessary permissions from relevant departments were attained before work started in mid-December, 2015.

“The allegation against us is that we have caused permanent damage by dumping debris at the site. But, that is not at all the case,” said Ms.
Nath.

She said the Art of Living had found construction debris spread over 25 acres of the site when it started work.
“We started removing the debris at our own cost after the Delhi Development Authority allowed us to do so,” she said.
She denied that any cement or sand had been used to make the massive stands and stage.

“We have kept a safe distance from the riverbed, as ordered by the NGT. The Art of Living has worked to revive dying rivers. It’s our mission
that the Yamuna lives,” said Ms. Nath.

Ministers and officials in the Delhi government have supported the event, with even PM Narendra Modi expected to attend.

An Environment Department official said the event should be allowed to continue as long as the site is returned to its previous condition after
the festival.

Delhi Tourism and Culture Minister Kapil Mishra said the event would not damage the river as the construction was temporary. He said he
welcomed the festival that would bring visitors from across the world to Delhi.

They (Art Of Living) have already altered the topography of the area (floodplains)

Vinod Jain,conservationist
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Qver 3.5 million people will attend the three-day event, which will have the world’s largest stage — spread over an area
of seven acres

Printable version | Mar 2, 2016 1:12:43 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/uncertainty-hangs-over-mega-event-on-yamuna-
floodplains/article8302206.ece

© The Hindu

http://www .thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/uncertainty-hangs-over-mega-event-on-yamuna-floodplains/article8302206.ece?css=print 2/2



	1
	2
	Centre to verify Haryana govt’s Saraswati claim
	Hindustan Times e-Paper
	NGT to hold daily hearing on fest from today - The Hindu
	scan0001
	Uncertainty hangs over mega event on Yamuna floodplains - The Hindu

