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! The governnient is unhkely ~ me

to be :able to clean -the .

Ganga by.2018, a target set (

by Water Resources Minister 7,
i Uma Bharti. Key reasons, ac---
i cording 10 sources in the -

WaterMuusny, incltde “un-
i reasonable” ‘directions by
i the National Green Tribunal

¢, (NGT) questiéning the oper-

treatment plants in Uttar

ances by State governments
to execute projects.
According to a senior offi-

(STPs) in Uttar Pradesh had
stopped “becaise , different

court to estimate the sewage
in the drains, had conflict-
- ing figures. These estimates
are necessary to, determine

treatment plant.

“STPs of certain sizes are
commissioned  based - on
studies of how sewage var-
ies daily, existing oxygen
levels and several other cri-
teria..There’s a scientific
process to it,” said the offi-
cial, who is closely involved
with commissioning plants.

questioned and we are back
to basics, it cannot function. .

ating -capacity: of sewage

Pradesh and a delay in clear- -
‘cial, work at developing the -

sewage -treatment - plants ~ z

expert groups, tasked by the .

:. the processing capacxty ofa -

“But when this process is .

vmgthe Gany, 10 the NGT, ft °
has routinely pulled up offi-

. cials in'the Centrai Pollution

" Control.-.Board...and. . the

_sources and Ganga Rejuven: .
ation, and the Uttar Pradesh

State Water Board, . for
. poorly eXecuting prb_]ects
_ The NGT has fined officials
; for inaccurate information
'011‘11&30 dramsmth vState

money 11 commissioning

: pro;ects that didn’t properly
accoumt, for. the pollitien ..

“load in the | city. It has also

% tasked the Central Bureau of

,}_Investxgatlon (CBD ~with :
'probing how . certain gro- .
jects'wers cledred by the Ut-

“*tar . Pradesh - Jal ngam “in

Garhmukteshwar, -

- Out’of a"€20;000-crore
cleamup programme, only
2,000 crore has been sanc-
tioned to the National Mis-
sion for Clean Ganga, the ex-
ecutive aut.horxty tasked
with commissioning treat-
merit plants, cleaning and - -
beautifying .the ghats and
setung up unproved cremat-
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‘Water talks maythaw India-Pak chill

Indian officials likely to travelto naghbourmg nation for meeting in Marchend

' SIMBRAN SODHI
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 1
The first signs of a thaw in the
India-Pakistan  relationship
will likely emerge at the end of
. this month when officials from
both the countries meet for the
annual Permanent Indus
Commission meeting.

People familiar with the.
issue confirmed to The Tri-
bune the commission would
meetin Pakistan and the meet-
ing will take off from where it
left the last time. The last mest-
ing was held in July 2016.

In September last year, India

~ had called off any future talks
after bilateral ties with Pakistan
nosedived and Delhi insisted
that the neighbouring nation
must stopits sponsorship of ter-
ror for dialogue to continue.
- In another goodwill gesture

3
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iz at UN: Terror ‘monstey”
- | Cevouring its own creator

Pakistan created terror outfits
against India and the "monster"
is now devouring its own creator,
said India's Ambassador and

& Permanent Representative to

§ the UN Ajit Kumar in Geneva
while addressing the 34th Ses-
sion of the Human Rights Coun-
cil. He hit out at Pakistan for
destabilising the situation in
J&K by promoting infiltration

PM Narendra Modi with his Pakistan counterpart Nawaz Sharif. i | and cross-border terrorism. pri

confirmed by Pakistan and
today they were all repatriated

that PM Nawaz Sharif did was

to release 200 Indian fisher-

today, India released 39 Pak-  tures that Pakistan has made While any talk of both nations
istani prisoners, of whom 21  of late. After the retirementof retuming to a structured dia-
areciviliansand 18 fishermen.  Pakistan Army Chief Raheel  logue in the near future is pre-
-~ 'The nationality of all 39 was Sharif, one of the first things matureasofnow, the bellicosity

in the bilateral ties is being

brought down by both sides.

via the AttariWagah border  men in Decemberlast. India’s - . 'Ihepal'tic:ipation of Indianwrit-
Many in the establishment gesture today is an indication ers in literary festivals in Pak-
believe India needstorecipro-  that it is willing to respond o istan is being seen as another
cate to some of the peace over-

Islamabad’s peace overtures.

sign of India softening its stand.
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- Withering highs

The forecast of a hotter summer must nudge
us into preparing to mitigate public (i}stress ;

heforecast from the iridiéMeteorologic Dg/an-
ment of above-normal temperatures over much

of India in the summer months is bound to bring
back memories of Jagt year’s withering weeks. Global :
weather in recent times has come under pressure from - ;.
the EI Nino warming that began in 2015 and exerted its '
. £ influence into the first quarter of 2016. What is signific-
! T . i antis that the Australian international weather bureau
‘ ¢ saysthereisa 50% prospect of a similar phenomenon
this year as'well, making it a significant alert on hotter :
temperatures, and possibly a debilitated monsoonand
weaker agricultural prospects. The early IMD forecast
should help the official machinery to adequately pre-
pare for public distress. A carefully planned schoo] ex-
amination schedule could spare students the worst of
the torrid s€ason, and this should be among the top pri-
orities, As the temperature edged past 40°C Iast year,
schools in some States decided to extend their summer
vacations by a week or two, something that may be- _ :
come necessary again. Urban water distress posesan- | :
i otherchallenge, because big citiem
i, _not received adequate rainfall to replenish their reser- '
i "voirs and are using up groundwater at unststainable |
rates. For farmers, another harsh period would addto i
their difficulties, requiring a sensitive approach to their :
needs. Administrative decisions for summer manage-
ment will need to be refined on the basis of coming IMD
updates, although the overall trend appears tobe clear.
Temperatures in different parts of the world may
have variations due to local weather phenomena, but as

" hottest; 16 of 17 warmest years based on globally-aver- :
aged temperatures occurred since 2001. The effectofEl ©
Nino on the global temperature average is only a small
part of the overall rise, indicating that the trend could
be correlated with the rise in greenhouse gases. India, a
major emitter of GHGs, has classified 2016 as the cen-
tury’s warmest Year, with an increase of 0.91°C over the
long-term average; NASA’s corresponding global figure
18 0.99°C. These are clear signs that the world must shift
away from further high-emission pathways in the eco-
nomy and adopt Ieapfrogging technologies..@_:ﬂso a.

s call for policy initiatives to build resilience by improv- -

-Covering L, YIS . ing water harvesting and expanding tree cover, includ-
: : ci ‘Egin\cinmmal India, building surface irrigation J
i facilities sucK as ponds through the employment guar- ¢
antee scheme and climate funds would seem a natural
i choice, while urban water supply augmentation needs
-+ i morereservoirs to be built. If this year’s forecast comes
: » “lough, there 15 o escape route. The only hope _
would be an early date with the monsoon. - ! -
—— : :
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SYL: Hearmg

‘onstate’s
5plea todayfi x

SaTya PRAKASH ﬂgt
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE ¢ oi'
{ NEWDELHI, MARCH1 .
- The Supreme Court will take
*upthe Pumab Government's

 contention that the decree i in
- favour of ‘Haryana on issue of
*the SutleJ Yamuna Link

t'H e

(SYL)canalcannotbeexecut .

ed, on Thursday

* “The matfer will come up for
‘heanng after lunch before a
;bench headed by Justice PC
‘Ghose which had, on Febru-

- "ary 22, made it clear that the

‘SutlejYamuna * Link canal
-had 1o ‘be ‘constriicted “and
"both state governments must
mamtam lawand order - .
{ On behalf of the Punjab
Government Senior counsel
TamJethmala.m had said the
water shanng agreement was
SIgned 11981 and the quant
tlty of water flow had 51gmﬁ
cantly decreased since ther,
Therefore it wasn’t p0551b1e
"now to execute it. «
; But the Bench had said:
“We are at a stage where the
decreehastobe executed.”
. The Sutlej¥Yamuna Link
" canal had to be consh-ucted
' first. Whether the water wag
; there or not or it'll be there
tonly in the rainy season or
how ‘much quantity was
" being maintained could be.
_sorted out later, it had noted.
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