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ADAY IN THE LIFE OF SURESH MAGANBHAI PATEL, 31, CONSTABLE AT NARMADA MAIN CANAL

Treading water

A part of the force a551 igned to bar farmers from illegally drawmg Narmada
water, Patel says he has never seen levels this low in 5 years of deployment

SATIEH A

AN ASSAULT rifle slung across his shoulder,
Suresh Maganbhai Patel, 31, patrols the bank
of the Narmada Main Canal at Baroli village
in Gujarat’s Narmada district this scorching
Tuesday afternoon. There is a stillness in the
air,afar cry fromthe apprehensions and fren-
zied activity of earlier in the day, when there
were fears of a protest by farmers.

Facing an acute water crisis, the Gujarat
government has barred farmers from draw-
ingNarmada water for irrigation since March
15. Patel is part of a nearly 150-strong con-
stabulary force of the State Reserve Police
(SRP) tasked with carrying out the govern-
ment orders, from the main canal's starting
point at the Sardar Sarovar dam at Kevadia
through its 450-km journey right up to
Guijarat’s border with Rajasthan.

Today, in anticipation of the farmers’
protest, Patel, three of his colleagues,and a

teamofthelucalpuhcewererushedtol%amh
village, in central Gujarat's Nasvadi taluka, at
8am.

At 2 pm, with still no sign of the protest-
ers, Patel phones his superior and passes on
his precise location, “13.200 km”, the exact
distance from the Sardar Sarovar Dam to the
point of origin of the main canal. He also pro-*

vides an update — “the situation is normal”

— and adds that no rally has passed by yet.

As hewalks on, Patel says he empathises
with the farmers. “There is very little water
flowing through the canal. In the past five
years that I have been deployed here, Thave
not seen water levels this low,” says Patel, a
constable with the SRP.

InJanuary, the state government had di-
rected farmers not to sow sumimer crops as
they would not be allowed to draw water
from the canal after March 15.

Yet, several farmers, left with no other

livelihood option and in the hope that the

government would reverse the order, went

aheadandsmvedcmps'[hoseaiongmenmn
canal hoped thebanwouldn'taffect themand
that they would continue to draw water as
they always did — illegally, using diesel

pumps that drew water from the canal’

through PVC pipes.

But the Sardar Sarovar Narmada Nigam
Limited (SSNNL), the nodal agency for the
l:l.am. has decided to strictly enforce the gov-
efnment order.

The SSNNL had hired the services of the
SRPfiveyearsagoto guard the canal round the
year, but this year, the authorities have di-
rected the force to remain extra vigilant and
tackle any law and order situation likely to
emerge from farmers flouting the ban.

Patel says his jobis only to ensure that the
water is not illegally drawn, not remove pipes
and generators along the canals.

“SSNNL officials renove pumps. And if
there is a clash when SSNNL officials come
to do that, we step in. Also, if we find water
getting stolen from the canal, we catch the

Patel patrolling the Narmada canal at Baroli village. J’wed R R

offender and hand him over to the local po-
lice. Barring a couple of minor incidents,
there has been no big clash,” says Patel.

The SRP personnel, who are posted at the
dam site in Kevadia and along the canal, work
in shifts, says Patel, who joined the force in
2008, three years after his Class 12 exams.
He first tried his hand at farming, he says, be-
fore appearing for the police recruitment
examand getting selected for the armed unit.

Patel says his initial years with the SRP,

i

before the force was deployed at the dam,
were filled with uncertainty due to constant

- transfers. “We struggled with food and ac-

commodation. We would be sent wherever
there were law and order problems. We

would sleep anywhere and eat just about.
anything. But my life changed about five

years agowhen the SSNNL hired us. Nowwe
are deployed only along the canal or at the
dam site. My wife and two sons live in the
government quarters at Kevadia town. We
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have good facilities compared to my village
in Dahod,” says Patel, his eyes fixed on the
road along the canal.

As the day progresses, it becomes clear
that the protesters aren't turning up. Patel
walks towards a tree where pots of cold wa-
ter have been placed on stands for passersby,
and two villagers sell bidis and snacks from
pushcarts. He is joined by the local police-
men, numbering over a dozen, who have also
been deployed here since morning.

“Paristhiti toh kharab lagta hai. Ye saal
sabse kharab lag raha hai{The situation is
quite bad and this year seems to be the
worst),” says Patel. 1

Joining the conversation, his col]eagues
Amar Singh Vasava, Mehul R Vasava, and
Gitesh Rathod admit that they de;'{l: interact
much with the locals. “We don’ tﬂamwtlf they

like us, but it doesn't affect us. Wé are here
o perform our duty,” they say.

i}
&
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‘The menalsoclaim that the deploymentat =

the damand along the canal has taught them

a “big lesson” — of how precious wateris.“l -
come from Limkheda in Dahod where water

scarcity is worsening every year. The situation
is so bad there that there is no water for sum-
mer crops,” says Patel.

Asthe sunbegins toset, Patel and his col-
leagues hop ontoa police jeep and head back
to town. “We may come back here tomor-
row or may be deployed somewhere else,”
shrugs Patel.
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Modi govt's one success story: Accelerated Irrigated Benefits

The last two years have seen some progress in
expe diting comptetlon of unfinished majorand

minor canal projects
|

N T A T T L S

AMITABH SINHA
PUNE,MARCH 28

AN DL AT

SUSTAINED EFFORTS overthe last two years
to improve irrigation access for farmers in
India seem to have begun showing results,
atleastin terms of creation of physical infra-
structure.

The Narendra Modi government had, in
2016, embarked ona mission to complete all
unfinished major and medium irrigation
projects — some of these languishing for
decades — under the Accelerated Irrigation
Benefits Progranune (AIBP). Two years on
— the mission was announced in the Union
Budget presented on February 29, 2016 — the
progress has been quite impressive, going by
the information made available by the
Ministry of Water Resources.

Out of the total 105 projects targeted for
completion before December 2019, work in
1smany as 41 is either over or at least 90 per
‘ent finished. The 41 include all the 18
Priority I' projects that were supposed to

LERTE

have been completed by the end of 2017.
There are another 32 projects; categorised
under Priority IT, which areto bemmpleted
this year. The remaining 55/Priority III' proj-
ects have a deadline of December next year.

The Ministry’s data shows thatin 16 proj-
ects — including nine in the 'Priority II'and
seven in the ‘Priority [II' lists — between 80
and 90 per cent of work hasbeen completed.
Further, in 57 out of the total 105 projects,
there has been minimum 80 per cent work
completion. That ratio, at 54 per cent, isn't
bad, considering that we still have more than
one-and-a-half years to go for the terminal
date of December 2019,

The 105 projects together are expected to
bring an additional 6.7 million hectares(mh)
of cultivable land under irrigation. Here
again, the works undertaken till February
2018 have already created nearly 4.4 mh of
new irrigation potential, which is 65 per cent

of the target set for December 2019.

Currently, only about 66 mh or less than
half of the country'stotal 142 mh arableland
area hasi lmganoncwer Evenwithin this 66

AIBP PROJECTS

PHYSICAL PROGRESS . bglhﬂlﬁﬂlﬂll POTENTIAL CREATED

' Pementégeoftotalworkmmpleted (in1,000ha) Target St
| Projects | >90% | 80-90% | 70-80% | 60-70% | (Feb2018)

Moyi | B | B | = | = | = el | 662

Piorityl | 32 | 14 - 9 | 3 5 Priorityll | 169299 139965

Priority Il 55 T“ - R 7. B i | Priority Il 467740 2,64095

mh, only around 25 mh is accounted for by
government-created major, medium and
minor canal irrigation projects. The balance
comprises tube-wells, open wells, tanks,
ponds and other private/individual-level ir-
rigation facilities. To that extent, the ongoing
workin the 105 AIBP projects represents one
of the fastest expansions in the country's ir-
rigated land area.

While a mission-mode a pproach and
focussed monitoring has clearly made a dif-
ference ingiving a push for the completion of
pending projects, the real game-changer,
however, has been the provision made for
innovative financing. In the past, the annual
budgetary allocations for these projects were
hardly enough to keep work going, leave
alone cover cost escalations, which were
themselves a result of incessant execution

s

delays. In fact, the Ministry of Water
Resourcesadmitted toa Parliamentary com-
mittee last year that cost overruns were to
the tune of 1,382 per centin majorirrigation
projects. For medium projects, this figure
was 325 per cent.

Realising that the monies required for -

these projects could not be raised solely
through budgetary support, the Modi gov-
ernment decided to explore the market bor-
rowings option. The 2016-17 Union Budget
announced the creation of a dedicated Long-

Term Irrigation Fund (LITF) under the
National Bank for Agriculture and Rural
Developmentor NABARD with an initial cor-
pusof Rs 20,000 crore, It was also proposed to
generate Rs86,500croreover five years, with
the budgetaryallocations provided every year
primarily going to service these loans for fi-

nancing irrigation projects. State govern-
ments, too, were allowed to access this fund.
"Availability of money is the main reason
for the rapid progress seen on the 105 AIBP
projects. Going to the market to raise money
was the most crucial decision, as the govern-
ment would have never been able to provide
therequired budgetary funds atone go toen-
sure project completion,” a former official of
the Water Resources Ministry pointed out.

In this year’'s Budget, Finance Minister
ArunJaitley hasextended the LITFs scope to
include command area developmentofeven
already completed projects. The underlying
thinking is that it would enable the same
projects toirrigate more area. This would ex-
pand the irrigation potential created, while
also bridging the gap vis-a a-\rls that currenthr
utl!Lﬁf‘d naddis~— =--



Programme

been provided for developing groundw_atﬂL

resources, especially in the forest and Naxal-

prone areas of Central Ind*a. These belts havd

abundant groundwater, but with sub-opti-
- mal extraction.

Simultaneously, the Modi government's
‘More Crop Per Drop' initiative has resulted iny
roughly 8.45 lakh hectares incremental ared
coming under drip and sprinkler irrigation
According to a recent written reply t{;ﬂ

Parliamentquestion, the Centre has, in the |
three years, sanctioned or released a total
Rs 21,723 crore as budgetary support for the
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana. This i
an umbrella programme of all irrigation
schemes, including AIBP, micro-irmigation and
watershed development interventions.
Creating of physical infrastructure is
however, just the firststep in taking water to
agricultural fields. There is equal need for re-
forms to ensure that water — whether fro
canalirrigation projects or underground r;;-’
sources — is measured, metered, priced an
managed. along with proper crop planning,
in order to cover more area and the maxi-
mum number of farmers. “The improvernent]
of canal networks and formation of water-}
user associations to take undertake their op-|
erationand maintenance areamong the ini
tiatives required to enable water to reach th
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Rivers, floodplains, cities and Farmers

Preservation of the river and floodplains must be informed by the ‘conserve and use’ standard

ADITI VEENA & VIKRAM SONI

vide a new source of water.

They are a local, non-pollut-
ing, perennial and non-invasive
source of water for urban centres.
Our work and research on the Pal-
la floodplain scheme which was
launched by the Delhi Jal Board in
2016 is a tangible realisation of this
idea. The scheme (on a 25 km
stretch of the Yamuma) is currently
running at half its potential and
providing water to about one mil-
lion people in the city - of a daily
requirement of 150 litres per per-
S0Mm.

F]ondplajns of rivers can pro-

Conserve and use plan

Floodplains are formed over mil-
lions of years by the flooding of riv-
ers and deposition of sand on ri-
verbanks. These sandy floodplains
dre exceptional aquifers where
any withdrawal is compensated by
gravity flow from a large surround-
ing area. Some floodplains such as
those of Himalayan rivers contain
up to 20 times more water than
the virgin flow in rivers in a year.
Since recharge is by rainfall and

during late floods, the water quali-
ty is good. If we conserve and use
the floodplain, it can be a self-sus-
taining aquifer wherein every
year, the river and floodplain are
preserved in the same healthy
condition as the year before. The
‘conserve and use' principle de-
mands that no more than is re-
charged by rain and floods each
year can be withdrawn from this
aquifer. This ensures that the
groundwater level in the flood-
plains remains steadily above that
in the river in the lean non-mon-
soon months when the river is of-
ten polluted. Drawing out any
more water than is recharged can
contaminate and eventually finish
off this precious resource.

Rivers today are facing pro-
blems of abysmally low flows due
to an indiscriminate extraction of
water for use in cities, industries
and agriculture. They are also
highly polluted because sewage
and effluents are being released in-
to them. But a floodplains ‘con-
serve and use’ scheme, which is a
socio-economic-environmental
scheme, can provide water to ur-
ban centres along rivers; it can al-
so engage farmers by providing
them an assured income and res-
tore rivers to a healthy condition.

The Tamirabarani
Let us take the example of the Ta-
mirabarani river in Tamil Nadu

o
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which flows for 100 km through
two urban settlements, Tirunelveli
and Thoothukudi. For the popula-
tion of close to a million peaple in
these twao cities, the water require-
ment of both towns combined is
less than 54 million cubic metres
(MCM) per year, when calculated
at150 litres a day per person. Leav-
ing out the area of the river banks
that is built over, we are left with
75 km of river length which is agri-
cultural land; 1 km of this stretch
on both sides of the river can be
preserved as a water sanctuary
and used to provide water to
towns.

This floodplain (75 km) absorbs
about 50% of the rainfall (about
100 cm/ year) and saturates dur-
ing floods late in the monsoon.
Flooding can cause an approxi-
mately 4 metre rise in the water le-
vel which allows us to dewater

about 3 mefre depth of ﬂnodplam
The specific vield of this aquifer is
about 1520% of its volume and
hence we can draw about 75-90
MCM of water from the floodplains
in a year. .

Floodplains have more water
than the needs of cities. Half the
water can be drawn and provided
to meet the needs of cities by deve-
loping a grid of about 120 wells,
each of which operate at 0.3 mil-
lion gallons a day. If priced at the
domestic Delhi Jal Board tariff of
€30 per kilo litre, we can sell the
water for T62 crore a year.

Engaging farmers

Preserving the floodplain in its en-
tirety is critical for this scheme to
work. This can be done by engag-
ing farmers whose land will have
to be leased for such an effort.
Farmers today have an erratic in-
come and this scheme can be real-
ised through a public-private part-
nership, where farmers on this
land tract of 1 ki on either side of
the river can be provided an as-
sured and steady income of
30,000 an acre which would
amount to 7112 crore a year for the
first 10 years for the entire river
length (75 km) that is not en-
croached. In addition, farmers can
grow a food forest, fruit orchards
or nut trees but not water-inten-
sive crops on this land. It would
guarantee not only a good farming

income but also great earnings
from the water for the farmers
without taking the ownership of
the land away from them. The cap-
ital cost for building such a
scheme would be minimal (a few
hundred crores) and the revenue
generated would be able to pay for
the costs and for farmers’ income
without any subsidy. 1t would also
generate substantial revenue for
the cities.

Ecologically, a water sanctuary
would prevent erosion, heal the
river ecosystem, and restore the
ecological balance in floodplains.
Even after withdrawal, floodplains
would have enough water to slow-
Iy release back into the river in a
lean season. This scheme would
help curb illegal extraction of wa-
ter, stop pollution by local agen-
cies and industries and also en-
courage cities to be more
responsible in their waste manage-
ment.

This scheme will also help im-
prove the quality of rivers, quality
of life for citizens, and at the same
time guarantee farmers a healthy
fixed income. This is a new
scheme of living. This is the philo-
sophy of “conserve and use”,

Aditi Veena is Urban Ecologist, P15ci
Foundation. Vikram Soni, Professor,
Physics and Eco Wisdom, PI Sci
Foundation, is the author of Narurally:
Tread Softly on the Planet'
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40.6°C on hottest Maich daym 8yrs

‘Relief Of 2-3 Days leely But Temperatures Set To Rlse Thereafter Met Dept

Times News Nerwonrk

SIZZLING MIARCH

HOTTEST MARCH DAYS IN LAST 25 YEARS

New Delhi: In line with ex

pectations of ‘an early and

hotsummer, temperaturesin

thecapital soared toan eight-

vear high for the month of
. March on Wednesday, with
i themercury hitting 40 degre-
iy 85 Celsius for the first time
in theseason at Palam.

Temperature

13 corded 38, Edegmes.Boﬂlwm'e
i /the highest recorded March
: tampmimattherespecﬁve
i . gtations-since 2010.. The rea-
i+ dings were as much as eight

degrees above normal at Pa- 8
: lamandseven at Safdarjung. 2010 March
i . Officials from the Regio- 018

i nal Weather Forecasting

40.6°C: Hottest
March day i m

-crtymsyears

e capital gotaforetaste
o.__iwhai ‘sexpected to be
alongand hot summer ahe-

; ,ad as temperatures soared
- mmmght —year highforthe
- month' of "March ‘on Wed-
nesday with the mercury

. hitting 40 rlegrees Celsius
Vifor the first time inthe sea-

aonatPalam_

ThemaxnnumatPalam

was 406 degrees C while

< Safdarjung - recorded 38.6

| -degrees ~— the -highest re-
corded March temperatu-
res in both -stations since
-2010. TheMetofficesaid the-
_rocould a brief relief from
g “the heat from Eriday, with

start - sheotmg up again
ﬁ-anﬂndascPS £

Centre (RWFC} in Delhisald
thetemperatureriseover the
last few days has been due to
clearskiesandareductionin
wind speeds, further aided
by anti-cyclonic dry winds
EmmRa]asthau .

“The maximum s cur-

rently around 7 degrees abo-:

ve normal for this time of the
geason, mainly due to a re-
duction in wind sp-eed over
thelastfew daysandclearski-
es. Delhi is seeing anti-cyclo-
nic winds at the lower level
from Rajasthan which is then
turning towards UP through
Delhi,” said Kuldeep Srivas-
tava, scientist atRWIC.
Statu:m.s across the city
recorded  similarly  high
temperatures on Wednesday,
with the mercury touching

-89 Qdegreesatlhdge and 39.2

atAyanagar
Met officials, however sa-
idrelief lastingtwothreeda-
yswas expected with easter-
1y winds likely to start blo-
wing from March 30, bring-
ing the temperature dowm to

'a.ruu.nd 3adegrees Celsm&

Met officials said Delhi
will gee a drop in temperati-
res till April 1. The mercury
is expected fo start rising
again thereafter due to a
fresh westerndisturbance.

“Awesterndisturbanceis
approaching J&K again
which will see temperatures
rise from April 1, however
the next few days will see a
gradual drop till ‘it maxi-
mum reaches around 35-86
degrees,” Srivastava said.
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/’LN. CM faults Centre over Cauvery issu%ﬂ _\

‘GOVLS petition
goes against
tribunal’s order’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAT *
Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami, who has been
at the receiving end of the
Opposition’s ite for being
‘conciliatory’ towards the
BIP-led government at the
Centre, on Saturday found
fault with the Union govern-
ment over the Cauvery issue.
In a statement, he said the

Central government could
have sought clarifications
from the Supreme Court im-
mediately after the verdict
was delivered on February
16. The Centre’s petition
[seeking clarification from
the Supreme Court] was
against the Cauvery Water
Disputes Tribunal’s final or-
der of February 2007, which
envisaged the creation of the
Cauvery Management Board
(CMB) and the Cauvery Wa-
ter Regulation Committee
(GWRQ), as well as the Su-
preme Court’s judgment, Mr.

Palaniswami said, adding
that the Cenire’s petition
was filed after the six-week
deadline stipulated by the
court for framing a scheme
had lapsed.

According to the Chief Mi-
nister, the Central govern-
ment’s application was filed
after the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment moved the court with a
contempt petition.

‘Oppose the petition®

Mr. Palaniswami said he had
advised the lawyers of the
State government to oppose

the Centre’s petition at the
admission stage; place
“strong arguments” before
the court for directing the
Union government to esta-
blish the CMB and the CWRC
immediately; and urge the
bench led by the Chief Jus-
tice of India to take up the
State government’s con-
tempt petition expeditiously.

The Chief Minister also ac-
cused the DMK of “not hav-
ing made an iota of effort” to
get the tribunal’s final order
notified in the gazette of the
Union government despite

being in power both at the
Centre and in the State.
Speaking to The Hindu,
Fisheries Minister D. Jayaku-
mar termed the Centre’s
clarification petition as unag-
ceptable and said the State
government would “vigo-
rously oppose it”.
Meanwhile, Member of
Parliament  representing
Coimbatore A.P. Nagarajan
has said that he is ready to
resign his post to support the
cause of people pressing the
Centre to constitute the

CMB.
o
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CMB: TN ministers to take partinfast

CM Palaniswami, deputy CMto stay away fromthe fastto be organised on 3 Aprilseeking formation of Cauveryboard

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHENNAL 531 MARCH

he entire AIADMK
Cabinet barring chief
minister K Palaniswa-
mi and his deputy O
Panneerselvam will participate
inthe 3 Aprilfast, seeking for-
mation of the Cauvery Man-
agement Board (CMB).
According to the list
released by the party, senior
ministers Dindigul C Sreeni-
vasan (Forest), K A Sengot-
taivan (School Education), P
Thangamani (Electricity), D
Jayakumar (Fisheries) and
SP Velumani (Municipal
Administration) amongoth-
ers will head the fast organ-

]

ised at different locations
across the state,

The panty nominated seven
functionaries from Puducher-
ryincluding MLAs to observe
fastin the neighbouring union
territory on the issue.

Senior partyleaders, heads
of various wings, MPs and

MLAs were also named in
thelistreleased by the party.

The protest willbe held in
all 32 districts of Tamil Nadu,
besides in Puducherry, urg-
ing the Centre to constitute
CMB and Central Water Reg-
ulatory Committee (CWRC).

With the Cauvery issue
appearing to be snowballing
into an embarrassment for the
ruling AIADMK which has
largelybeen friendly with the
Centre, the party on Friday
made an announcement on
observing the hunger strike
next week.

AIADMEK coordinator Pan-
neerselvam made the
announcement while chair-
ingamass wedding function

.

organised by the party at
Madurai along with Palaniswa-
mi. !
Meanwhile, the rival TTV
Dinakaran camp challenged
the ruling dispensation to
criticise Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi during the hunger
strike. Dinakaran aide V
Pugazhenthi told reporters
here that the chief minister and
his deputy should speak out
against the Centre.

“The fast should not be a
mereeyewash,” he said, while
recalling a hunger strike con-
ducted by Dinakaran last
week on the same issue.

Tamil Nadu's stand is that
the Centre must constitute the
CWMB and CWRC,

People protestat
Marinabeach -

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHENNAL 31 MARCH

A group of individuals today
converged at the Marina
beach in Chennaiandstaged
a flash protest urging the -
Centre toimmediately setup
the Cauvery Water Manage-
ment Board in compliance
witha 16 February Supreme
Court order on the decades-
old river water-sharing dispute.
The sceneat the beachwas
reminiscent of the pro-jallikattu

x-S\

demonstrations at the same
place last year.

TV channels beamed
dmages of men and women

‘carrying banmers andraising

slogans against the Union
government for not const-

 {uting the board Theprotesters
+ wanted the Centre to imme-
 diately setup the board, say-

ing farmers were already hit
and their prospects could be
affected further The police later
removed the protesters from
the beach.
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At mouth of capital, the Yamuna runs dry

As Delhi and Haryana tussle in Supreme Court over flow of water into capital, the river at middle of it all is in trouble

MALLICA JOSHI
NEW DELHI, MARCH 30

EVERY RESIDENT at Jhangola,
from the few villages that dot the
Haryana-Delhi border, can point
you in the direction of the
‘Yamuna, But they'll do it witha
caveat — the river has dried up.

As it enters Delhi from
Haryana, the Yamunais reduced
to a few patches and ponds on
the river bed, with large swathes
running completely dry.

“I was born in this village,”
said 60-year-old Pritam Singh.
“The last time Irememberwater
level reducing sodrastically and
the river running dry was in
1988," said the farmer, who
grows vegetables on the banks,

According to the Delhi gov-
emment, which has approached
the Supreme Court over the al-
leged reduction in water being
supplied to the capital by
Haryana, the shortfall is around
120 cusecs {flow of water in cu-
bic foat per second).

"We are getting anaverage of
over 1000 cusecs of water from

Large swathes of the Yamuna oﬁ the Delhi-Haryana border are running dry. Pravesn Khanna

Haryana. This is feeding most of
ourwater treatiment resources,
except the Wazirabad pond. No
wateris coming throughthe river
channel. We have requested
Haryana to release around 150
cusecs through the river channel
so that the Yamuna does not dry
up and the minimum water level

in the Wazirabad pond is main-
ained,” said DJB vice-chairper-
son Dinesh Mohaniya,
January to March aredriest for
most parts of northwestern India
andits rivers, prirarily because of
lowrainfall, Between March 1and
March 28, Yamuna's upper river
basin has received 79% less rain-

fall than normal, and the lower
river basin has received 88% less.
The entire northwestern region
received 67% less rain than it
shaould have inJanuaryand March,

“Haryanaisnot using any wa-
ter itis getting from the Yamuna,
and is surviving on water from
Ravi-Beas. We have never re-

duced water supply to Delhi. In
winters, wereduce water supply
to our villages by 25%. The
Yamuna is dry much before it
reaches Delhi. This has been an
unprecedentedly badvear for the
Yamuna, There has beenvery lit-
te rainfall and melting of snow
caps starts only in April.
According to the Yamuna River
Project allocation, at the Tajewala
barrage, the flow should be 4,016
cusecs. We aregetting only 1443
cusecs since the beginning of
2018," said Anurag Rastogi, prin-
cipal secretary, Flood and
Irrigation Department, Haryana.
The Supreme Court will hear the
matter Monday.

Invillages at the Delhi-Harya-
na border, however, the primary
concern is not the fight between
the two states. "Can you imagine
‘what will happenifthe niver dies?
An entire ecosystemn will disap-
pear. The river has nurtured this
soil for thousands of years. If it be-
comes a seasonal river that only
flows during the monsoon, Delh-
iites will have nowhere to go,"
said Surjan Singh, 50, a farmer
who was bom in Jhangola.

VARYING CLAIMS

WATER FROM HARYANA

719 cusecs
via Munak canal,
330 cusecs via Delhi
SubBranch

120 cusecs
is what Delhi says it is
runningshort of

67%

rainfall deficit in Jan,
Feb in northwest India

63%

rainfall shortage in
March

Rainfall shortage at
Yamuna river basin

in March:

79% Upper river basin
88% Lower river basin
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“Govttoseekclarity on Cauvery

WATER SHARING Centre to file petition in Supreme Court asking if order suggested formation of a board Q‘

ToufigRashid .
Imrslmﬂmmmﬁ tl:m

MEW DELHI: The central govern-
ment might file a petition by the
end of the week in the Supreme
Courtseekingclarity on the apex
court's February 16 order onthe
sharing of Cauvery waters,
according to a senior official in
the water resources ministry.

Meanwhile, Tamil Nadumight
file a contempt petition after the
passingofthe March29deadline
set by the court for the federal
governmentto formofa Cauvery
management board for theshar-
ingofthe waters, accordingtoa
member of Tamil Nadu's legal
team whorequested anonymity.

The petition by thecentral gov-
ernment could buy it some time
and prevent it from beingseen as
taking astandinfavour of either
TamilNaduor Karnataka (twoof
the three states and one union
territory that are parties to the
case)abead ofassembly elections
in the latter in May, the water
resources ministry official cited
above said on condition of ano-
nymity,

The Supreme Court ruling

\ favoured Karnataka, which was

= AIADMK MPs have been protesting in the Parllamsnt demanding craatlnn of Cauvery Water
Management Board during the ongoing second phase of budget session.

asked to provide 177.25 TMC
(thousand million eubic feet) to
Tamil Nadu instead of the 192
TMC ordained by the Canvery
Water Dispute Tribunal. The
order also asked forthe creation
of amechanismtoimplement its
award within six weeks by the
federal government.
Karnatakachief minister Sid-
daramaiah has already said his
government doesn't agree with
thecourt's order. He said his gov-

ernmentwouldfileareview peti-
tion (it is vet to). Kamataka expe-
rienced oneof its worst droughts
in 2017 and isloath toshare water
with TamilNadu.

The government is likely to
ask the courtfor clarification on
whether the word scheme in its
order meant the formation of
Cauvery management board or
any other authority for imple-
mentation ofthe order, according
totheabove official

PTIFILE

Karnataka hasobjected tothe
creation of the Cauvery board,
saying the Supreme Court order
does not talk about settingupa
board butaschemefor ensuring
release of water.

Karnataka raised this techni-
cality when chief secretaries of
the three states (including Ker-
ala) and Puducherry met officials
of the water resources ministry
onMarch9,

On Thursday, Tamil Nadu

chief minister E Palaniswami
held discussions withhis minis-
ters ontheissue evenasprotests
rocked the state. “Tamil Nadu
willtake appropriate legal action-
-itcan bea contempt petitionor a
clarification petition ifthe centre
fails to comply with court orders.
The centreis justirvingtodelay
theinevitableas SCiudgementis
clearon formation of theboard,”
said the member of the state’s
legalteam cited above.

The Bharativa Janata Party-
led government at the centre,
political experts said, may want
to delay implementation of the
court order given the upcorming
electionsin Karnataka, whichis
governed by the Congress party |
under chief minister Siddaram- |
iah. |

“The Cauvery verdict wasa
relief for Siddaramiah,” said A,
Narayana, associate professor of
public policy at the Bengaluru-
based Azim Premji University

Meanwhile the ministry of
water resources has prepared a
Cabinet note suggesting the for-
mation of a centrally managed
authority tooverseetherelease of
waters to the states in the Cau
very hasin.
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