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Ofﬁcrals engmeers have heated exchanges at Nagarjuna Sagar PI‘O_]eCt Right Canal

Y

B. CHANDRASHEKHAR
HYDERABAD -

Sharing of Krishna waters
became a contentious issue

for Andhra Pradesh and Tel-
angana yet again on Monday
when the irrigation officials/
engineers from the two sides
had heated exchanges at the
Nagarjuna = Sagar - Project
Right Canal Head Regulator.

as the mercury soared in the y

day.

The problem cropped up'

" around noon when the wa-

© ter release to the NSP Right
Canal was stopped by the ir-
- rigation authorities of Telan-

- gana, who supervise the re-

leases at the dam site, as the

" release of water allocated to

A.P. by the Krishna River
Management Board (KRMB)

* 'was completed.

Several Executive Engin-

. eers, Deputy Executive En-

B gmeers

Work Inspectors
and - other staff from AP
(from the Macherla division)
rushed to the Right Canal

. Head Regulator site and al-

Fies 22N

Bone of contentlon Water to the NSP Right Canal was stopped ;
by Telangana officials on Monday =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT o

legedly had arguments Wlth ,

- the Telangana staff there.
Official sources stated that -
_-the A.P. engineers had con-

tended that one more tmcft

- of water allocated by the

KRMB was yet to be released
even as their Telangana
counterparts explained how
the water allocated was re-

.. leased in full already.
* " As the situation deterior-

ated, police from the two

--States reached either side of

the dam. However, Chief En-

‘gineer of NSP S. Suneel

saved the situation by ex-
plaining . about the water

. release.

“The A.P. englneers tried
to intimidate Telangana em-
ployees at the Right Canal

. Head Regulator and even

threatened registering cases
forgetting that they (TS staff)

~ were only implementing the

KRMB orders. We too cau-
tioned them (A.P. engineers)
about lodging pohce com-
plamt against them ,” an en-
gineer said.
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60% tehsils of Maharashtraf{j

MUMBAI

The groundwater level in
60% tehsils of Maharashtra

has depleted by a minimum

of one metré; a Maharashtra

government agerncy report -

- has said.

“Of the 353 tehsils in Ma-

_ harashtra, 218 have shown

ER

groundwater level depleting
by at least one metre. A total
of 5,166 villages in these teh-
sils would .face water
scarcity during the summer
season,” a report released by
the Groundwater Surveys
and Development Agency
(GSDA) said.

The report is based on
readings taken at 3,920 ob-
servation wells across the
State. Groundwater level
readings taken in March are
crucial as they help frame
policies to tackle scarcity.

A total of 2,130 villages in
72 tehsils, where there was a
rainfall deficit in a range of
0-20% in 2016, have shown
groundwater depletion of
more than one metre, said
the report. Similarly, 1,854
villages in 113 tehsils, which
received excess rainfall dur-
ing the monsoon, have re-
ported a minimum " one

metre depletion. ¢

Moreover, in 325 villages,
the water table has depleted
more than three metres,
while in 857 villages, the de-
pletion is'between two and
three metres.

Pradeep - Purandare,
former associate professor
(irrigation management) at
Water and Land Manage-
ment Institute, Aurangabad,
said, the depletion may be a
result either of farmers opt-
ing  for - water-intensive
crops, or exploitation of re-
sources by private compan-
ies supplying drinking water.
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DRY DAYS

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENTS
CHENNAI/COIMBATORE/VELLORE
Standing on the banks of the
dry Cauvery river channel,
P. Elango, a textile processing
unit owner in Komarapalayam,
a textile town in Namakkal dis-
trict, recatls how the units were
asked to stop drawing water
from the river, the only source
they depended on, over a dec-
ade ago.

Nearly 15 years after the
textile processing umtﬂ T
were issued that mo-
tice, the textile town *

ceived notice from
the government ask-
ing us not to draw wa- e
ter for industrial use for a
month. We are facing a similar
situation now and the water cut
may last longer this time,” said
Mr. Elango of SSM Processing
Mill.

With the State reeling um-
der severe drought and people
struggling to access drinking
water, the scarcity is threaten-
ing to hit production in sever-
al water-intensive sectors too,
including textile processing,
construction and hydro-power
I generadion.

Tirupur, Erode, Namakkal,
and Salem are hub for textile
processing, with nearly 1,500
units. “Value addition to yarn or
fabric starts with processing. If
there is no water, the entire val-

| ue addition chain will be affect-
‘ ed,” said Suresh Manoharan, ex-
|

ANDHRA PRADESH

MASHANKER
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Dyeing units, which have mush-
roomed in and around Nagari
municipality in Chittoor dis-
trict, are one of the key suppli-
ers of coloured yarn to the tex-
tile industries of Tamil Nadu,
Maharashtra and Gujarat, yet
their indiscriminate pumping of
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ecutive director of Best Colour
Solutions.

The construction industry,
which is already affected by
sand shortage, is staring at a
severe water crisis and yet an-
other slowdown. Builders fear
that 50% of construction activ-
ity may not meet deadline. “We
need at least 30,000 litres of
water daily for a project to build
about 300 apartments. With the

sinking groundwater table
and waits that get longer

for private tankers,
*._ we have to bear a

-

is facing a grave | % cut of minimum
situation this sum- * €——Namakkal + 10% in profit,” says
mer. ¢ IR bs. Ayyanathan,

“We then re- TAMIERADY  F Chairman, Build-

/ ers Association of
/*‘ India, southern cen-

- tre.

However, some wa-
ter-intensive  sectors  have
adopted surprising solutions to
reduce water stress.

While the electricity gener-
ation from the hydro-plants at
Mertur has been stopped due to
water shortage, the water-inten-
sive thermal plants are self-suf-
ficient, thanks to desalination
plants. The power generation
in the State is mainly dependent
on thermal power stations in
north Chennai, Mettur and Tuti-
corin, with Tangedco having a
total capacity of 4,660 mega-
watts (MW).

Senior officials at Tangedco
are confident that they will be
able to tide over the crisis this
surmnmer. The two power plants
at Mettur can be operated even
if resources in the dam reach

water availability.

The 104 dyeing units in Nagari
have high output borewells and
in-well drilling of their own, sev-
eral of them without civic per-
mits. Following a ban on the dye-
ing business in some parts of TN,

many families from northwest-

ern parts migrated to Nagari,
taking over closed dyeing units.

Tar tha niaching and calanring

and documented at.Rhanirath/Enalish)& Publicity Section, cwe,
I WATER-INTENSIVE SECTORS

Dauntmg water challenges across industries

Multiple industries relying on water as an input in the production process, including textile processing, construction and hydro-power.
have been severely impacted by the ongoing water scarcity in sout  India

dead storage. Their prime cox
cern is about the operation of
the North Chennai Thermal
Power Station that depends on
desalinated water from Minjur.
Chennai mainly banks on de-
salination plants for its drinking
water needs.

The situation in Vellore dis-
trict, known for its acute water
scarcity, is not bad either, to the
relief of leather industries con-
centrated in Ranipet, Ambur,
Vaniyambadi, Melvisharam and
Pernambut.

Despite using a water-inten-
sive industry tanning process,
the leather sector is neverthe-
less coping because of its ad-
herence to zero liquid discharge
(ZLD) systems, say industrial-
ists. “All industries have estab-
lished ZLD and are able to re-
cover 70% of the waste water,”
said S. Faiyaz Ahmed, honorary
secretary, Ambur Tanners Asso-
ciation.

M. Rafeeque Ahmed, presi-
dent of the All India Skin and
Hide Tanners and Merchants
Association also agrees but tes-
tifies to the sense of apprehen-
sion surrounding the soaring
mercury levels. “We may have
to deal with a severe water
crisis. We are apprehensive of
what the coming months might
look like,” he said.

(Reporting by K. Lakshmi,
R. Srikanth from Chennai,
M. Soundariya Preetha from Co-
imbatore and Serena Josephine
M. from Vellore)

This is the sixth of a seven- part series
Tomorrow: Urban-Rural Divide

of yarn material, each dyeing
unit draws thousands of gallons
of water, and almost all of it from
the ground. Due to incessant
tapping of groundwater for a
decade, the town is now facing
a severe drinking water crisis.
Though this mandal remained
safe from thé impact 6f drought
in recent years, rain failures in
2015 and 2016 had a lasring ef-

Competing water use: The water level has gone down drastlcally in Yellandu in the Bhadradri- Kothagudem
district of Telangana. In peak summer, temperature in the coal town can go up to 50 °C « 6.x ra0

Industrial
use of water

For every cubic meter

of water consumed Textl_les
by Indian industries, 2 O /#
0.77 cubic meters 829.8*

is discharged as
waste. The Centre

1.29* is166* 'f‘/; . .

Steel

P

Sugar 73.5*
.49 Qaer
194.9* Fertitiser

for Science and . K;‘.z;
Environment has {6
calculated the .
possible water = F"Efrs
consumption based i 0.78¢
on this data. : 374.2%
#PROPORTION OF INDUSTRIAL Pulp and
WATER CONSUMED (%) paper Thermal

. Engineering power plants
*ANNUAL CONSUMPTION 2'26# b o
OF WATER ‘iit"‘_ 5 05,‘; - 87 87”
(WN CUBIC METERS) 905.8* . '; N ) .

N *

SOURCE: CALCULATED BY CSE BASFD ON CPCE DATA €ROM 2005 2,019 35157.4*

fect on Nagari.

Excessive water-pumping
has now spread to a radius of 7
kms, covering Chintalapatteda,
Kothapeta, Ekambara Kuppam,
KVPR Peta and Satrawada. Water
table dipped so much that the
residents are contemplating mi-
grating to other parts of Chittoor
district and neighbouring States.

Nagari Municipality is now

Dyeing units guzzling groundwater residents mull moving

getting 2 million litres per day
(MLD), against the demand of 5
MLD, with groundwater drawn
from semi-dry sources at Rama-
puram and Satrawada. Soaring
mercury levels are threatening
this meagre supply too, An ad-
ditional concern is that 75% of
the borewells in the proximity
of the dyeing units yield water of
various hues, considered risky

out

for human consumption. With
no alternative, some households
have been forced to use this
coloured water. Given the de-
mand-supply mismatch, canned
water has thrived here.

On the possibility of opening
an effluent treatment plant, Na-
gari Municipal Commissioner
Ch. Venkateswarulu said that
this would require clearances.
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é We will not let «
Ganga remain dirty $

Narendra Modi \y\

Prime Minister '\/

A PLEDGE AT THE RIVER GANGA,
FOR THE RIVER GANGA

- 4GANGA SWACHHTA SANKALP.DIVAS - 2"-MAY, 2017 -

Ganga is the life line of India. It is our duty to keep it clean. On the auspicious occasion of -
Ganga Saptami, let us all get together and reiterate our commitment to keep the Ganga clean T

Locations: Srinagar, Devprayag, Rishikesh, Haridwar, Vidur kuti (Bijnor), Kanpur, Unnao, Bithoor, Aliahabad, Varanasi,
Rajghat {Hardoi), Garhmukteshwar, Anupshahr, Narora, Sahibganj, Hoogly, Howrah & Kolkata

. e

Graced hy

Uma Bharati

Minister of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation, Government of India

at Vidur kuti (Bijnor), Devprayag and Srinagar

Activities RATIONAL MISSIOR FOR CLEAK GAKGA (RRSCE)
» Ganga Swachhta Sandesh Rallies = Awareness Camps + Cuftural Programmes Compeitions Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation
- Ganga Aarti = Community Interaction « Public Meetings « Ganga Chaupal Government of india

« Plantation & Ganga Pledge etc. €2 | me mog i
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