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June off to a wet start
May bucks long

IT'S HOT

Amit.Bhattacharya
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: After a hot and
dryMay June gotoff to a wet
start in the capital with an
overcast sky opening up in
the evening and
‘mum temperature falling be-
low MdegreasCelsms forthe
first time in several weeks,

The weather had turned
in the morning 1t5‘.e1ﬁ, witha

pleasant breeze replacing
the hot winds blowing for

most of last week. While

parts of the city gota drizzle
or two in the first half of the
day, the evening saw more
consistent rain. By 8.30pm,
the Safdarjung Met office
had recorded 1.2mm of rain.

More rain is expected
over the next two days with
temperatures likely to stay
pelow normal. The maxi-
mum temperature on Mon-
day was three notches below
at37degreesC.

The capitallast witnessed
arainspellof overlmmmore

thanafortmghtagu@nhm'

14, when 2.4mm was record-
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ed. The intervening period
saw a heatwave on several
days with the peak temper-

aturereaching aﬁery 45.5de-
grees C.
Not surprisingly, the

sustained spell of extreme
heat coincided with the
long dry period during the
month ‘The near-total ab-
sence of rain in the second
half of last month made it
among the driest months of
May in the past decade. A to-

tal of 8.1mm wasrecorded in

May, which is'84% beTuw’ﬂw f

normal of 19.7mm.

In recent years, only 2012
and 2013 have seen a drier
month of May. While it did
not rain at all in May 2013,
just 3mm of rainfall was re-
corded during the month in
the previous year.

Therelationship between
absenceof rainand high tem-

‘peratures is generally most
‘evident in the month of May

in Delhi. Since conditions
arevery dryand thesunisal-
most directly overhead, max-

imum héhiveramre&qm

er hot &

shootupwhenskles areclear

One of the features of the :

changing climate in the Gapl-
tal is the trend of increasing :

 rainfallinMay—atrendthat :
was bucked this year, as well : -

asin2012and 2013. :
This is clear from therise :

 in the ‘normal’ rainfall dur- i

ing the month. The current. i
normal is 19.7mm, which is
an average of the past 50
years. However, the average

Tain the city received during

the 1951 to 1981 was 17.5mm. |
Going further back in time,
the average May rainfall in
the previous century (1901-
2000) was even Jess at
14.1mm. :
These figures show that :
the month of May was on av- :
erage much drier in the capi-
tal before 1950 than it isnow.
Oneof theimplicationsof :
this change is thereducedef- :
ficacy of thedesert coolerin :
the capital. The device, i
which relies on low humidity :

for its cool effect, would work
less eﬁlcmnﬂy if frequent !
max-  spells of rain raise the mois- !

turelevel in theair.

_—

3
Covering L., YIS




2l as
News item/letter/article/editorial published on ’]

industan Times Nav Bharat Times (F—lind()

Statesman

The Times of India (N.D.)
Indian Express

Tribune

Hindustan (Hindi)
and documented at Bhaairaa‘hﬂ_fgg@}_& Publicity Section, CWC,

Beyond Teesta:

R e e Dy g

-

3
Covering L., YIS

e
(el

in the

Punjab Keshari (Hindi)

The Hindu
Réjasthan Patrika (Hindi)

Deccan Chronicle

Deccan Herald

Water-sharlng pacts

remain complex

Jayanth Jacob
* fayanth jacobHindisaniimes cor

NEW DELHI: Water is an emo-
tive I Issue in suuth As1aand the

W’hat Iudla did with Imha s
waters was India’s affair” was
the curt reply from Imhas first
prmemmlata'JaWahaﬂalNehm

- Mohammed AliJmpahtha. he

would rather have “deserts in
by the eoumsy of Hindus”,

That is how the two countries
reacted foa suggestion on joint
river management from Cyril
Radcliffe, who was chamng the

‘Punjab Boundary commission

tasked to divide the Punjab ter-
ritory and water assets between
the two south Asian neighbours,

More than half a century later
as Prime Minister Narendra
Modi visits Dhaka on June 6 and
7, India and Bangladesh’s failure
to pull off a water-sharing pact

on the Teesta after 18 years of

negouaﬁonsshomhuwmntplex
and politically dictated such
agreements remain,
Water-sharing accords are
tough to arrive at. India is a part
of three of the seven water-shar-
ing pacts between countries in
the region — the Ganges treaty

with Bangladesh that took 20

[ ]

INDIA IS PART OF THE
GANGES TREATY WITH
B'DESH, INDUS TREATY
WITH PAK AND GANDAK

years to hammer out, the Indus
Wwater treaty with Pakistan and
the Gandak treaty with Nepal.

Sealingttw'l‘eesta pactmaybe
primarily an issue of the Centre
convincing West Bengal, due for
polls next year, but one of the
most liberal treaties — the Indus
water treaty of 1960 between
India and Pakistan — didn’t
stop Islamabad from raking up
water issues,

The Indus agreement deals
withsixrivers, the three eastern
rivers of Ravi, Beas, Sutlej and

their trlhutarles and the three
westernrivers of Indus, Jhelum, |

Chenab and their tributaries,
Under the treaty, the waters of
the eastern rivers are allocated
to India and New Delhi is under
obligation to let the waters of the

westernxivers flow; exceptfor the

certain consumptive use, with
Palkistan, a lower riparian state,
getting about 80% of the water.
On the other hand, the 2011
Teesta agreement envisages a

50:50 water-sharing formula

for the water of the river that
is erucial to both north Bengal
and the northwestern districts
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Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Directorate
Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section
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725(A), North,Sewa Bhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi — 66.

Dated Q é '/5'&

Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on

the CWC website.
wﬂn i
o Y2
Qx{e7 6

ssistant Director (publicity)
Encl: As stated above.

Editor, Bhagirath (English) & Publicity

Director (T.D.)

For information of Chairman &Miember (WP&P/D&R/R.M.). CWC and all concerned,
uploaded at www.cwc.nic.in
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