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Floodwater harvesting project
to create 35 MGD of water in
next six months: DJB "

STATESMAN NEWS SERVIGE
New Delhi, 1 June

Delhi Jal Board (DJB) Chair-
man and Water Minister Kapil
Mishra today reviewed pro-
gress of the water body's flood
water harvesting project at Pal-
la floodplains.

The water body believes that
it will create 35 MGD water in
next six month. The "Conserve
& Use" flood plain project has
been restarted by the DJB
which was revived by the Delhi
government last year.

After the initiation of this
Palla project, DJB has already
created an extra 10 million gal-
lons per day (10 MGD).

"In the next 6 months, 35
MGD will be created in the first
phase and reaching a total of 60
MGD by the end of the year, in
terms of extra production. A
new reservoir will also be cre-
ated in Palla, which will be
monitored by a central control
room with automatic SCADA
monitoring which will monitor
water quality like arsenic, sal-
inity which will shut down tu-
bewells if there is contamina-
tion," said the official.

Mishra, after visiting the
site, asked to expedite the proj-
ect so that Delhi is no longer de-
prived off this assured drink-
ing water.

"The work includes repairing
the existing pipeline so that till

The "Conserve &

Use" flood plain proj-
ect has been restar-
ted by the DJB
which was revived
by the Delhi govern-

ment last year.

the new pipeline comes into ex-
istence. This will deliver at
least 28 MGD everyday, a new
pipeline to carry at least 50
MGD will be laid on an SOS ba-
sis and sensors to monitor sal-
inity, nitrates, fluorides, iron
will be installed," stated the of-
ficial.

Dr Vikram Soni, Professor
Emeritus at JNU, said, "This is
a new perennial source of wa-
ter for the urban regions of the
country which can be used year
on year and can also act as con-
tingency water reserves to be
used in case of emergency".

He said this is one of the last
unpolluted sources of water for
Indian cities which recharges
itself naturally. "As long as you
don't over-exploit this resource,
and prevent encroachment on
river floodplains, it can become
of dependable source for
around 300 towns and cities in
India. I commend Delhi Jal
Board for starting this land-
mark programme on war foot-

ing to provide extra water for
Delhi, and hope that other cities
also start work on this idea,”
said Soni.

Diwan Singh, a water acti-
vist who assisted Soni with the
plan, said that the proposal was
drafted in 2007 and since then,
they had been pursuing the
matter with DJB.

"The government is already
drawing about 25-30 million gal-
lons per day from here through
existing tubewells and supply-
ing to various areas nearby. The
floodplain gets recharged each
year during the monsoon at
which point about 100 mcm is
available for extraction. While
this cannot be withdrawn in
one go, the project will not only
increase daily availability of
water for Delhi but will also act
as an emergency store,” said
Singh.

Mishra said, "Water would
be drawn from the floodplains
using about 105 tubewells and 5
ranney wells. Delhi has been de-
pendent on Haryana and UP for
its water and we faced a major
crisis when the Munak canal
crisis happened. Local river
floodplain subterranean sand
aquifers had natural storage
and are recharged from mon-
soon rain each year".

He added that sandy river
aquifers of the Yamuna are 5-
20km wide and can be between
40 and 100m deep.




News item/letter/arti itori ; - ¢
icle/editorial published orf NS L/;ﬁ'//é'/“%q/é‘A in the

Hindustan Times

Statesman

Thg Times of India (N.D.)
indian Express
Tribune

Hindustan (Hindi)

Nav.Bharat Times (Hindi)
Punjab Keshari (Hindi)
The Hindu
Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

and doc j
umented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC

. THUNDERSTORM,
| RANFOREDST
FORTODAY,, €5,

NEW DELHi: The mercury on \
Wednesday inched closer to \
40 degrees Celsius mark inthe |
national capital even as humid |
conditions made 1ife difficult for
the people.

The Safdarjung observatory,
the reading of which is consid-
ered as the official figure for the
city, recorded a maximum tem-
perature of 39.8 degrees Celsius,
anotch below the normal while
the minimum temperature set-
tled at 26.6 degrees, normal for
this time of the year.

The Palam observatory regis-
tered a maximum temperatureof
40.8 degrees Celsius, said a Met
department official.

Humidity oscillated between
73 and 39 per cent.

The Met office has predicted
light rains and thunderstorm in
the evening on Thursday.

«“Mainly clear skies, will
turn partly cloudy. Light rains
accompanied by dust storm and
thunderstorm is likely to occur
in some areas towards evening
and night,” the weatherman
said.

On Tuesday, the minimum
and maximum temperatures
settled below normal levels at
24.7 degrees and 38.2 degrees
Celsius, respectively. PTI
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~State to seek Krishna water

Supply to help storage levels at rese

K. LAkSHMI

fter nearly a year
since Chennai
managed its needs
without Krishna
water, the State govern-
ment is taking measures to
seek release of water from
Andhra Pradesh for the
spell beginning in July.
The torrentiai down-
“pour last year had helped
maintain daily water supply
through the summer in the
city. At present, the four res-
ervoirs in Poondi, Cholavar-
am,  Chembarambakkam
and Red Hills, which are the -
prime sources of drinking
water, have storage of 5,104
million cubic feet (incft),
which is 46 per cent of their
capacity.

A 20-day reprieve

Officials of Water Re-
Sources Department (WRD)
said the deep. depression
that hit the city this month
had briefly saved the re-
sources and brought inflow
of 750 mcft, which was
enough to supply water -
for about 20 days. But, the
reservoirs continue to lose
water to evaporation as ;
scorching heat has returned
to Chennai.

CLEAR EXPANSE: Chembarambakkam

full. — pHoro, GKRISHNASWAMY:

NUMBERSPEAK

iect.in " Chennai
Boe™
While the present stor-
age is expected to last till
-the onset of the northeast
monsoon in October, -the
State. government plans
to seek discharge of water
from Kandalery reservoir in
Andhra Pradesh to augment
water -supply. The reser-
voirs that provide Krishna
' water to the city have suffy-
cient storage now,

rvoirs to last ti

\ - ® The four reservoirs that mainly contrib-
- ute to Chennai's water
of 5,104 milfion cubic
per cent of their capacity

® The last time Chennai received

Krishna water from Andhra supplied with 830
" Pradesh was in June, 2015 under miflion fitres a day,
the Krishna Water Supply Pro- Of this, nearly 650
ject. Poondi reservoir received mid is being given
5560 mcft last year . "I through pipelines

® Chennaj ® The loss of
has received : water from
7?,000 mcft Veeranam tank

- of Krishna - is‘’compensated
Water from | ® Addedareas | L TR mid
Andhra are supplied drawn from
Pradesh with about 100 _ borewelis in
since the mld of water Neyveli aquifer
launch of the ' )

supply have storage
feet, which is 46 .

® Chennai i being

Metrowater serves near-
consumers in the city

The city previously re-
ceived Krishna water till
June 28 last year when
Poondi reservoir realised
5560 mcft that. js equal to
nearly six months of water
supply. However, the water
discharge into Kandae-
ru-Poondi canal wag sus-
pended following  severe
drought in Andhra Pradesh.
As the lakes were brimming

reservoir is nearly two-thirds

. “April as

Il onset of monsoon in October

This is the second ,
time since 2003 when
release of Krishna

. water was suspended
for a year, WRD said

with water then, the WRD
did not request for Krishna
water release.

Every year,  Andhra
Pradesh has to release
12,000 mcft of water during
two spells, between July and
October and January and
per the agreement
between the two States.
Sources in the WRD noted
that this is the second time
since 2003 when release of
Krishna water wag suspend-
ed for a year for want of re-
sources.

Chennai Metrowater
Mmanaged to cater to the

inking water require-
ments of residents with re-
sources in reservoirs, wells
and desalination plants in

- Nemmeli and Minjur.

The water agency is
expecting to. draw water
from Veeranam tank in
two months. At present, it
is drawing about 50 mld of
water from borewells ip
Neyveli aquifer to offset the
8ap as Veeranam tank is be-
ing desilted.
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Motorists are caught in a sudden spell of rain at Necklace Road, Hyderabad, which
recorded a maximum temperature of 40.20C earlier on Tuesday. The MET department
said rain was recorded in the city and in isolated places in the state, The state is still-
in the grip of thunderstorm activity, the weather office said. The forecast for the next
three days is thunderstorm accompanied by squall all over TS. -DC
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Dec can Chamidh
OLD WATER PREVENTS
ANTARCTIC OCEAN WARMING

THE ANTARCTIC OCEAN HAS REMAINED UNAF-
FECTED BY CLIMATE CHANGE AND GLOBAL WARM-
ING DUE TO THE DEEP, CENTURIES-OLD WATER

THAT IS CONTINUALLY PULLED TO THE SURFACE

o -

— IQLLx!;*)/e/A

DELAYED
WARMING
OF THE
ANTARCTIC
OCEAN IS
COMMONLY
SEEN IN
GLOBAL CLI-

The unique cur-
rents around
Antarctica contin-
ually pull deep,
centuries-oid
water up to the
surface - seawater
that last touched
Earth's atmos-
phere before the
machine age, and
has never experi-
enced fossil fuel-
related climate
change. Gale-force
westerly winds
that constantly
whip around
Antarctica act to
push surface wa-
ter north, continu-
ally drawmg up

The Southern Ocean’s water
comes from such great depths,
and from sources that are so
distant, that it will take centurles
before the water ‘
reaching the sur-

face has experl-
enced warming,

Other places
in the oceans,
like the west
coast of the
Americas and
the equator,
draw seawa-
terup froma
few hundred
metres depth,
but that does-
n't have the
same effect.

MATE MOD-
ELS.
HOWEVER,

| HAD BEEN
| WRONGLY
IDENTIFIED
AS CHURN-
ING, FRIGID
SEAS MIX-
ING EXTRA
HEAT
DOWN-
WARD.

The
study from
the University
of Washington
and US was pub-
lished in the jour-
nal Nature
Geoscience.

The water surfacing o
Antarctic last saw Earth's
atmosphere centuries ago in the
North Atlantic, then sank and
followed tgircultous paths
through the world’s oceans
before resurfacing off

tAntarc'dca, hundreds or éve 2 .
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showers cool North, Met sounds heavy

AT

NEW DELHI, PTE Tempera-
tures across northern and east-
ern states, barring western
Odisha, dropped due to thun-
dershowers with the weather-

, man issuing a “heavy rain”
 warning for Uttarakhand on

Monday.

Delhi had a rainy start. The
national capital witnessed spo-
radic rainfall and strong winds
throughout the night which led
to water-logging in several
parts of the city.

Safdarjung observatory-

gauged 4.9 of mm of rainfall
il 8.30 am while areas under
Lodhi Road, Palam, Ridge and
Aayanagar recorded 5.8 mm
to 14 mm rain.

The city saw maximum 36.7
and minimum 23 degrees Cel:
sius. The day temperatures in

| other three metropolitan cities

AR

Delhi toddler killed inwall collapse

A toddler died and about 20 péople were injured in
lapses at several places in the city when a

col
thunderstorm

struck on Sunday night, DHNS reports from New Delhi.
Many trees were uprooted and hoardings were flung in the .

air winds.

The child died and four mernbers of her family were injured
when awall collapsed on their tin roofin central Delhi’s Motia
Khan. Wail collapseincidents alsoleft peopleinjured in Anand

of Kolkata, Mumbai and Chen-
nai was recorded at 36.1, 35.7
and 37.8 degrees, respectively.

In Uttarakhand, the MeT of-
fice forecast heavy rain in the
hill districts of Champavat,
Almora, Nainital, Tehri and
Pauri. Heavy showers may also
lash Dehradun and adjoining

Parbat, Najafgarh, Naraina, Narela and Rohini.

areas, it said.

Thunder squall and hail are
also likely at a few places while
places located 3,500 metres
above sea level may receive
light snowfall, MeT Director
Vikram Singh said.

The weatherman advised
people, particularly Chardham

3

Monday. AFP

yatris, to maintain caution and
hot venture out during thun-
derstorms.

A series of cloudbursts in
Tehri and Uttarkashi district
since Saturday have claimed six
Jives, besides damaging alarge
number of houses.

Parts of Odisha, however,

Men sit under atruck during the rain in New Delhi on

simmered under the searing
sun with mercury in seven of
its cities soaring past the 40 de-
grees mark. Malkangiri was the
hottest place in the state at 434
degrees, closely followed by
Bhawani Patna (43), Bolangir
(42), Sonepur (42.7), Titlagarh
(41.5). The residents in coastal

and southern Odisha witnessed
rain over the past 48 hours but
high humidity, up to 95%, trou-
bled them.

West Bengal, too, had a
pleasant day with Kolkata and
Burdwan recording the highest
maximum at 37.1, followed by
Bankura at 35.3 and Asansol
at 34.1 dégrees.

Jalpaiguriand the hill station ‘

of Darjeeling recorded 39.7
mm and 28.mm of rain, respec-
tively, over the last 24 hours.
Temperatures in Uttar
Pradesh on Monday saw a
slight decline following rain
and thundershowers in several
parts.
Lalganj, Sahaganj, Sultan-
pur and Bisauli received 4 cm
rain each while Meerut, Ram-
pur and Shahjahanpur re-
ceived 2 cm rain each.
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Heavy rain lashes parts of state

BENGALURU: Several parts of
the state received heavy rains
on Monday.

Sudden showers caught
people unawares in Chikkam-
agaluru. The town received
moderate rains bringing relief
from  the scorching
sun.Kadrimidri, Malalooru,
Sirigapura, Aldoor, Vastare,
Avathi, Mallandooru Mudi-
gere and Kalasa too experi-
enced rainfall. Mangaluru and
surrounding areas experi-
enced rain for more than 30
minutes towards the evening.

Moderate rains lashed vari-
ous parts of Shivamogga dis-
trict. Shivamogga, Hosanagar,
Bhadravathi received good
spell of rains in the afternoon.
The rains that started around
4:10 pm lashed Shivamogga
city for nearly 40 minutes.
Sagar, Shikaripur and Thirtha-
halli had cloudy weather to-
wards the evening.

T Narasipur in Mysuru dis-
trict received rains for than an

‘

7

Sudden showers cht re5|dehts unaares in '

Chikkamagaluru on Monday. oH pHoTo

hour. With underground
drainage clogged, several
roads in the town were water-
logged.

It rained heavily in Gadag
and surrounding areas on

Monday. Copious rains have
triggered agricultural activi-
ties in the district. Koppal re-
ceived rains for an hour to-
wards the evening,

DH News Service
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With rain 10 days away, 0.4%
- water in Marathwada dams

Priyanka.Kakodkar
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: There isonly 0.4%
water left in the dams in dro-
ught-struck Marathwada,
with over 10 days to go before
the monsoon is expected in
the state. Water levels here
had touched a historic low
last month but have now
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plummeted further.

Nine of the region’s 11
major dams are at dead sto-
rage level. This means that
water from the dams cannot
flow out but has to be lifted.
Two of these dams—Manja-
ra and Lower Terna—have
run totally dry. Last year, at
this time, the water level in
Marathwada’s dams was
muchhigherat7%.

This is the fourth year of
drought in Marathwada.
Each of its 8,522 villages has
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> With 10 days to go for monsoon, water[ '~
left indams in drought-struck Marath-

dead storage level

> 9of region’s 11 major dams are at

Lower Terna in Marathwada

> Dams totally dry | Manjara and

> Fourth year of drought in Marathwada

region | Over 3,600

> Water tanhers providing waterto - - Wo

vill have 1o use water carefully butwe

have enough stock to Iast till the rains

has also taken over | 6,000

> Private wells the state government

been affected for two conse-
cutive years. Crop yield has
been hitby atleast 70%.

The state government sa-
ys the water stock in the re-
gion will last till the rains.
“Wewillhavetouse water ca-
refully but we have enough
stock tolast tilltherains,” sa-
id Aurangabad divisional
commissioner Umakant
Dangat. Weather predic-
tions suggest an early and
plentiful monsoon this year.

Over 3,600 water tankers
areproviding waterto there-
gion. The state government
has also taken over 6,000 pri-
vate wells. “This is the worst
drought Marathwada has fa-
ced. It is a meteorological,
hydrological and agricultu-
ral drought,” said Dangat.

Critics said it was high ti-
me the state government to-
ok hard decisions on the cul-
tivation of water-guzzling
sugarcane in the historically

UMAKANT DANGAT | -
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arid region. The Chitale
committee had in 1999 advi-
sed against sugarcane culti-
vatign in Marathwada,” said
water expert Pradeep Puran-
dare.

He criticized the state go-
vernment’s flagship water
conservation scheme, Jalyu-
kata Shivar. “The scheme
hastobeimplemented scien-
tifically, otherwise it will le-
ad to an ecological disaster,”
he warned.




