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Historic power prolect down in the dumps

Punjab electricity board StOp‘S maintaining the utility \%

Kanwr Yogendra

SHIMEA: With the 99-year lease
agreement of the Shanan Power
! Project set to end in 2024, the
i Punisb Electricity Board has
: stopped taking interest in the
maintenance of this 130 MW
heritage power project, which

stands on the Uhd river at Mandi, -

Himachal Pradesh.

The power project, using tai
w&ter was the SOEG Tevenue-
earning bady.

Commissioned in 1936 the
Shanan Hydroeiectric Power
House was constructed under a
99-year lease deed executed be-
tween Raja Jogendra Sen of the
then Mandi State and Col. B.C.
Batty, a representative of the
Eritish government, in 1925.

During the reorganisation of
States in November 1966, Sha-
nan Power House was allotted to
Punjzh, A smali-gauge rail line
was laid hetween Pathanket and
Jogindernagar to  transport
heavy machinery from Britain
to Shanan complex. It was for-
ther taken to Baret through the
hauiage network as tremendous
! work, including construction of

A view of the Shanan Hydroelectric power project in

Mandi, Himachal Pradesh.

reservoirs, canals and 2 2-km-
long tunnel was to be done,

The ropeway trolley, one of its
kind in the country, starts from
Shanan located at a height of
4,300 ft above sea lovel up to a
point known as 18- No. and on-
ward from there the second
phase of the haulage rail line ter-
minates at Winch Camp located
at a panoramic place amidst
green forest at a height of 8,000
ft ahove sea level,

- PHOTO: SPECIAL ABRANGEMENT

From Winch Camp, a serpen-
tine 3 km-long rait line was iaid
up to a place known as Head-
Gear, The track passes through a
dense forest of cak and deodar
trees. '

The Shanan Power House
used to feed the entire undivid-
ed Punjab snd Dethi. The spraw-
ling Shanan Power House was,
in fact, unique in the country
and its marveilous setting had

made itaworid tourist resggﬁ;_.ngagjab LOVErRment. ..

Col. Batty had drawn up plans
t0 make five units of hydropow-
er projects utilising the tail wa-
ter of Shanap, but died before

~his dream came true,

Latey, the Himachal Pradesh
government constructed the 66
MW Bassi power house utifising
the fail water of Shagnan. Later, it
was augmented to 100 MW. An-
other 106 MW project Uhl stage
1#1 is now under construction,

MP takes up issue

Local residents allege that the
PSEB is making an organised at-
tempt to exit from the project,
As aresuit, all project baildings,
rail lings, haulage trucks and
trolieys are going to seed, said
Mr. Kishori Lal, a hotelier,

“The Punjab government's in-
tention seems to be to hand over
the ruins to Himachal Pradesh
on the termination of the lease
in 2624,” he said.

The Lok Sabha member from
Mandi, Ram Swarup Sharma, is
aiso upset over the attitude of
the PSEB towards this historic
and has brought it to the notice
of the Prime Minister and the

.
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30 dead houses destro ed
as landslides hit Darjeellng
r\,é.——......—_

DISTRESS Mass of rocks smash
bridges, cause extensive damage to
roads and highways, many villages cut off

Amitava Banorjes
 amitava hanedeeShindintanmes com

DARJEELING: At least 86 people
were killed, many went missing
and hundreds of houses were
destroyed in Mirik, Kurseong,
Ralimpong angd Sikkim as the
mounizing came down in the
form of landstides on Tuesday
night.

Chunks of rocks and loose
garth came hurtiing down in
the darkness past midnight on
Tuesday Darieeling along with
Sikkim was cat off from therest
of the country in the eariy hours.
The Jandslides cut off many vik
lages in Darieeling district as
bridges were smashed by the
descending mass of rocks that
biocked the NHi0 (From Siliguri
toGangtok} and NHS3 &onnect
ing Darjeeling fown with the
plains of Siliguri) along with
other roads.

En Sikikim, state highways in
nortl, south and west districts
were extensively damaged.

West Bengal chief minister
Mamata Banerjee cut short hey
tour and rushed to Darjesiing
hills on Wednesday afternoon to
oversee relief operations.

“GTA has decided to give #¥2

lakh toeach of the deceased fam-
iy and 58,000 to those seriously
injured,” said Bimal Gurung,
chief of Gorkhaland Territorial
Administration (GTA). Mirik,
along with the Kalimpong sub
division, were the worst affected,

“Tiil now thers are reports
of 21 dead in Mirik, six in
Kalimpong sub division and one
in Darjeeling. Many are missing
in Mirik and Kalimpong,” said
Rachna Bhagat, additional dis-
trict magistrate, Darjeeling, whoe
was coordinating the rescue and
relief operations.

CENTRE ANNOUNCES

RELIEE, NDRF TEAMS SENT
NEW DELHI: The Centre on
Wednesday rushed two teams of
the National Disaster Response
Force {(NDRF} to Darjeeling to
help in relief and rescue apera-
tions in the wake of landsiides.
Union minister of state for home
Kiren Rijiiu alsoieft Delhifoover
see the relief and rescus opera-
tions there on the directions of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
who expressed pain over the
ioss of lives due to landslides
and announced a compensation
of €2 lakh each to the families of
the deceased. HTC

THE HILLS ARE ALIVE

According to G5! experts, Tuesday’s landslides in
Barjeeling may have been accentuated by recent qua&_(es

Major landslides in Darjecling district shwe 1980
" 1980 10 blocks affacted, 47 dead
199% 3 blocks & 1 municipality affected, 17 doad
1998: Darjeeling-Pulbazar-Kurseong-Rang affocted, 21 dead
1999: Darfoeling-Pulbazar-Kurseong, 13 dead
2004: Rangli-Rangilot, 25 dead
2006: Darjecling-Pulbazar, 13 dead !
2009: Bijanbart-Sukhiapokhari-Kurseong-Mirk-Kalimpong, &1 dead
2615: Kurseong-Mirik-Kalimpong, 30 dead

Source: Matonal instituts of Blsaster Munagetend - |

Rescue workers search for bodies of those killad in a landshde
ai Finghing viliage near Mirik on Wednesday. AR
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Residents seek better implementation
of rainwater harvestmg system in city

. -mmﬁm‘s‘mﬁ'mm

NEW DELHE Rainwsater harvesting as a
policy looks good on paper as a solution
to Delhi's water shortage. The ground
reality, however, is different.

Residents fee] not enough is being
done to implement the policy According
o Ashok Bhasin of the North Dethi RWa
Federation, there has been minimal
impiementation on the ground.

“1n north Deihl, there are very few
harvesting pits of the DJB and the cor-
poration. Some of these are not even
functional, thanks o impreper imple-
mentation,” Bhasin said.

Aceording to Deihi Jal Board CEO
88 Yadavy, the {Injon ministry of urban
development, in an order on July 28,
2001, had made rainwater harvesting
mandatory for buiidings on plot sizes
of 100 square metres and above.

“The BJB has incentive and penal
provisions in its water tari¥ reguiation
o promote inplementation of ramwater
harvesting. From the current hilling

o cycie, commereial and industriat prop-

erties on plot size of 500 sguare metres
and shove without harvesting structures
wiii penalised 50% of the water bill,"”
Yadav said.

According to the official, the DB has -

an independent rainwater harvesting
ceii that provides technicai support for
the instaliation of rainwater harvesting
systems free of cost.

"1t oversees functioning of harvest-

» A water harvesting pit at the Contre for
Sclence and Environment, MOHD ZANIR/HT

ing instailations. The DJB has itsel
instatled rainwater harvesting sirue-
Hires on its 158 properties,” he said.

Multiplicity of agencies is why many
say the policy is not poing to every cor-
ney of the Capital.

"Agencies like the civig bodies,
the Delhi Development Aunthority
and the Irrigation and Flood Control
Depariment own most of the land in
the city However, lack of coordination
with the DJB ensures that the rainwater
harvesting mechanism is not properly

INNEW CONSTRUCTIONS,

T00, NOTHING 1S BEING
DONE (FOR WATER HARVESTING). |
THERE tS NO IMPLEMENTATION.

8S VOHR (\l
pres:zient, East Dolhi RWAs Joint Front

le

ALL NEW WATER

HARVESTING PROJECTS
ARE FACING PROBLEMS. THERE
ISN'T ENOUGH SUPPORT OR
INFORMATION ABOUTIT.

RAHV KAXRIA, membaer, GK1 RWA

implemented,” a senior DIB official aadd,
adding that inter-agency co-ordination
was required if rainwater harvesting
had to become a successful conservation
measure in the Capital.

According to sctivists, ouf of the
1,000 odd welis of Delhi, only about
5& are functional due o depletion of
groundwater, encroachment and con-
tamination. The city needs to ke up
rainwater harvesting as part of a water
culfure o make sure groundwater-is
recharged.

.. Chrenicle
;’ c.J { rflu.-l }

THE RAINWATER
HARVESTING POTENTIAL

This means around
611.8 mm [Bales
f' el mm Of this, arpund
amount of rainfail Delki
receives annualiy : aggam '
harvested
Collection capacity
I the harvesting potential of bulldlags s
axploitad, 40% of the runoff can be ugsed.
As per the average Delhi rainfall figue,
the rooftops of different sized houses can
collact different amounts of water,
Rﬂcf area S sqm ¥ Water avalable
for harvest:ag
3{3 550 18,330 fires
Iitws
Roof area 100sqm
f;é%ge According to experts the cost of
. ins%ai;’ing a sﬁﬁdﬂm ona 19 sq
ra rooftop will be between
Roof area 506 5q 2 15,000 and 225,000
305,508
ltzas
Roof area 1,000 sq m
610,004
liteas
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= Former World Health Organisation employee Satish C Sapra uses rainwater

to meet his daily household needs,

RAJ K RASHT PHOTO

Abhinav Rajput
# abhinav@hinduslantmes corm

Y/

NEW DEEHI: At s time when others in his
Iocality are facing a water shorfage and
batfling a depieting water table, this
south Delhi resident has the precious
resource in abundance.

Satish € Sapra, who Hves in Nehru
Enciave East, has set an exampie for
others by bringing the groundwater level
at his house from 150 feet in 1988 toa
surprising 15 feef in 2013 by harvesting
rainwater.

Ferturbed with the drop i the water
fable, in 2001 Sapra decided to take mat-
fers in his hands rather than blame the
civic bodies for failing to provide water.

"In 1948, in the Kalkaijt Extension
area, ong coxdd hit water by digging just
1520 feet. By 1895, the water level had
gone down to 200 feet, It was analarming

signal and I thought # was time o do
something in this direction,” said the
TE-year-oid former employee of United
Nations' World Health Organization,

Some research and aftey consulting
experis who had worked in this direc-
tion, Sapra got three recharge trenches
of 4 feet by 4 feef constructed with 16
feet deep injection wells to collect every
singie rain dropfailing in his 200 square-
yard plot at 2 cost of about 25,000, His
neighbours too slowed him to use the
rainwater faliing on their houses, which
otherwise would have pone waste.

“My neighbours allowed me o get
their ouflets of rainwster connected
o the trenches 1 made for harvesting
rainwater, which increased the total
catchment area to 2 healthy 600 square
vards,” he satd.

"Back then, the whole exercise cost
me 25,000 but if provisions for i would

e man who __ rought water level to 15 ft from 150 ft

have been made during the construction
of house itself, # would have heen much
cheaper,” he said.

Sapra’s effort started giving resuls
socn and the groundwater level, which
was 150 feet in 1996, came up fo 130 feet
in 2008, B0-feet in 2007 and 15 feet in 2613,
when ke checked it Jast.

Seeing his initiative and the results,
others followed suit. A provision for
rainwater harvesting has heen made at
the park in Nehru Enclave with the help
of the NGO FORCE. Some of Sapra's
friends too have made provisiens for
rainwater harvesting at their houses.

"1 won't say that people are very
enthusiastic about #, but if some peo-
ple come forward, 1 believe it makes a
difference.” he said.

The 76-year-old believes that what he
has done at his housecan hedoneon a
mrch larger scale.



PRESS TRUST OF MNDIA .
Gandhinagar, 1July ‘9\ T

Heavy rains followed by
ftoods in several parts of
Cujarat washed away more
than 14,686 hectares of farm
1and last week and severe
1y damaged crops, according
toaprimary estimate hythe
state government.

Guiarat heaith minister
sald most of the damage
oceurred in Amrell as well
as Ralkot, where Shetrunii
and Bhadar rivers over
fiowed after incessantrains
on 24 June.

“Hamage to agricutiurai
tand situated on the banks
of theseriversismaximum,
sinee flood waters entered
deep into villages due to
overfiowing rivers. As per
OUr Primary survey arcusnd
10,000 hectares of land has
been rendiered unusabledue
to the flood,” Patel said.

About 4,600 hectares of
farmland, including land

with crops, were washed
away in other districts as
well, including 1,300 hectares
in Valsad, 1,622 hectares in
Bharuch and 1,700 hectares
inGir-Semnath district, he

ajd.

Patel said the state gov
ernment is awaiting the
final survey report inorder
to compensate those wholost
their crops.

e further said Amreli,
where at least 41 persons
died, i the worst affected dis-
irict.

Fe said as many as 3,700
catiledied in Amrelialone,
for which, the gevernment
will pay %30,000 each as
compensation to the owners.
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New heat manual to leash rising mercurs

AGENIES 9 5%
Geneva, 2 July .
For the first time, the
Enited Nations on
Wednesday issued a new
ioint guidance for coun-
tries to address the
health risks posed by
heatwaves that have
becorme more frequent
and deadiier over the last
50 years, recently killing
over 3000 people in India
and Pakistan.

'T'he World Health
Organisation (WHO) and
World Meteorological
Organisation (WMO}
joined forcesto issue
guidelines on Heat-
Health Warning Systems
that will help contain the
heatwaves that have
turned out to be more

hazardous due to climate
change.“This is a product
which has been in devel-
opment for quite a num-
ber of years, Why do we
need it? The reason is
because heatwaves are
becoming more frequent.

“We expect them to
become more intenseas a
result of climate change,
so we need to improve
our regsponses to save
lives,” said Clare Nuilis,
the spokesperson for
WMO."And if's quite
timely because in recent
weaeks we obviously saw
the heatwave in India
which killed hundreds of
peopie. We saw the heat-
wave in Karachi last
week which kilied more
than a 1,609 people,”
Nuilis added.

“Of principal concern

in an HHWS (}Heat Health
Warning System) is how
o assess the level of heat
stress associated with the
meteorological or climate
forecast, translate this
into an estimate of a fike-
iy heaith outeome and
identify a critical heat-

stress threshoid fora
graded plan of action,” a
report released by the UN
said,

“(Cities are growing
fast, and they tend o be
considerably hotter than
surrounding areas. Popu-
lations are alsc ageing,

with more people suffer-

- ing pre-existing condi-

tions which exacerbate
heat stress.“So, it is
becoming more and more
important for countries
to address the growing
problem. This report will
take them through the
process,” said Diarmid
Camphell-Lendrum,
Team Leader, Climate
Change and Health of
WHO.

“fhe definition of a
heatwave is very loca-
tion-specific. For
instance, 32 to 34 degrees
celsius may be extremely
hot for Geneva but might
not be so for Delhi. The
WMO-WHO guidance
document gives a range
of approaches to assess
heat stress and identify
heatwave conditions.

“The product also
gives a range of defini-
tions for heatwaves
which can be tailored fo
specific city,” said Dr
Rupa Kumar Kolli, Chief,
World Climate Applica-
tions & Services Division
at WMQ.“"There are
sophisticated models alst
available which can esti-
mate, if temperatureina
particuiar Jocation
axceeds heatwave thresh
olds, what additional
number of deaths one
might expect, what the
associated health out-
comes ¢ould be, eig,”
Kol added. The length,
frequency and intensity
of heatwaves will likely
increase over most land
areas , according to the
Intergovernmenial Pane
on Climate Change.
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INDIA HOPES TO ACHIEVE TARGETS BEFORE PARIS SUMMIT

Confident about target 2020

PR

PAESS TRUST OF INUMA
New York,] July

India has assured the inter
national community that it is
in advanced stages of formu-
lating its post-2020 climate
change targets and hopes o
submit them to the UN ahead
of the high level conference
in Paris later this year.

*Our domestic prepara-
tions for formulating the
INDCs (Intended Nationally
Determined Contributions)
are at an advanced stage and
we hope to submit the same
well ahead of the Paris COP
(Conference of the Parties),”
Joint Secretary {Climate
Change) in the Indian Min-
istry of Eavironment, Forest

& Climate Change, Ravi
Shankar Prasad saidat a
high-levei event on
climate change here on 29
June.

prasad said India has gone
through an extensive process
of muiti-stakeholder consul
tations, which included the
central ministries, provin
cia} governments, civil socl-
ety, think tanks and media
for formslating the INDCs.

Assuring of India’s readi
ness to contribute and play-
ing due
vole in reaching a meaning
ful, equitable and effective
agreement at Paris, Prasad
said, “We strongly believe
that developing countries
can ¢o much more if they are

enahted in their efforts by
provision of finance, technol
ogy development and trans
for, and capacity building
support from developed
couniries.

"Sueh an international
compact of cooperation
would help us tread a path
that is urgently required to
address climate change and
its adverse effects,” he said.

“We have declared way
hack in 2007 that our per
capita emissions will not
exceed that of developed
countries. We have been
implementing our Naticnal
Action Plan on Climate
Change spanning various
seciors since 2008,” Prasad
said.

Geweting L, Vi
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CABINET CLEARS NEW IRRIGATION SCHEME, ONLINE NATIONAL MARKET

STATERMAN NEWS BERVIEE
New Delhi, 1 July

Within days of broad hints
dropped by the Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modiinhis
Mann-ki-Haat radio broad-
vast, the central govern-
ment on Wednesday, seemed
te have set the ball rolling
for malor agrariansteps by
clearinganonlinenational
agri market while also
approving a major irrigation
scheme,

in order fo reduce agri
sector'sdependence onmon-
soon, the government
approved a central scheme
for providing irrigation
facility to every village by
converging the engeing
schemes being implement-
ad by various ministries.

The "Pradhan Mantri

Krishi Sinchavee Yolana
{(PMESYY wasclearedat the
Union Cabinet meeting,
headed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, sources
said fudfilling oneof thefirst

LK,

promises made by the Agri-
culture Minister Radha
Mohan Singh whenhetook
over the reins on 26 May,
2014,

A nuwnber of central
schernes are operational to
augment theirrigationcov-
arage. However, the goal of
bringing irrigation water o
every village farm has still
been far from reality, pri-
marily due to fragmented
approach followed by exist
ing schemes.

The now scheme assumes
importance and will belike
agame-changeras 65 percent
of the total 142 million
hectare of cultivable farm
jand in the country is still

not covered by irrigation.

The PMEKSY aims to
ENSUre access o some means
of proftective rrigation toall
agricultural farms in the
country, to produce ‘per
dropmore crop’, thus bring-
ingmuch desired rural pros-
perity

"Fhe scheme, with a bud-
get alloeation of T 1,000
erore for this fiseal, pro-
poses to provide fexibility
andl autonomy to states in
the processof planningand
aexectiting projects for ensur-
ing water to every farm.

Itwould alsoensure that
districtand stateirrigation
plans gef prepared on the
hasis of agro-climatic con-

ditions and sources of avail-
ability of water in that
region, The PMESY will
also seek to promote exten-
sion activitios relating to‘on
farm water management
and ¢rop alignment’ for
farmers and grass root level
field funetionaries.

The state agriculiure
department wounld be the
nodal agency for the imple-
mentation of PMKSY pro-
jects, while there wordd also
be an inter-ministerial
National Steering Com-
miftee (NSC)Y for periodic
review of the same.

The scheme was
announced in the budget
2014-15 but has apparent-
Iy been delayed as it was
allotted to Water Resourees
minisiry Meanwhile, the
union cabinet foday
approved the settingupof
an online national agri
culture market that will
provide more options o
farmers for selling their
produce,



39 killed in Darj eeling landslides

Scores missing; two NDRF tea ms carry out relief and rescue operations

['renvinve NEws SERVICE ‘\/ :

XOLEKATA, LY 1 )\
At least 3% persons were
zilled and many went miss-
ng in a series of landstides
riggered by heavy rain in
three sub-divisions of Dar-
eeling. Officials in the West
Rengal's Disaster Manage-
meni Department said 21
persons died in Mirik alone,
where 13 others were report-
edly missing. The remain-
ing died in Kalimpong-l
and 2, Lava, Sukhia block
and Gorubathan.

More than 100 people were
reportedly stranded at differ-
ent places in the district and
traops had been called in to
rescue them. Two NDRF
teams, comprising nearly 100
personnel, had left for the
affected areas.

The tandslides at 25 places
in Darjecling, Kalmpong
and Kurseong sub-divisions
also caused extensive dame-
age to NH-18 and NH-55, cut-
ting off road link to the
region. Many places in Silig-

uri, Jalpaigurt and Dooars
weze reportedly flooded.

As Chief Minister Mamata
Baneriee was in Murshid-
abad district, she directed
Home Secretary B Banerjee
and Director General of
Police TMK Reddy to reach
the affected areas and super-
vise rescue operations. The
€M also left for Siligur after
curtailing her official pro-
grarame in Nadia and Bib-

hum. “T am monitoring the
situation closely and will go
there afler the meeting in
Murshidabad,” she tweeted.
Prime Minister Narendra
Wodi directed Union Minis-
ter Kiren Rijiju to visit land-
slide-hit areas o take stock of
the situation. “The PM has
asked me 1o visit the affected
areas of West Bengal. The sit-
uation is grim as many have
died in the catastrophe. (I)

Wilt assess the ground situa-
tion and maximum support
will be provided. Our ground
reseue forces are already car-
rying out rescue operations,”
Rijiju said, He is expected to
give a reportto the PM on his
return fomoITow,

Union Home Minister Raj-
nath Singh also called up
Mamata and assured her of
all Centrai agsistance, official
sources said, (Wih P inputs}

Arecas cut off

m { andslides at 28 placesin
Dafjeciing Kalimpong
and Kurseong sub-
divisions caused
extensive damage to
N0, NiH31 & NHES

ENMHA0 (oid NHES5A) bore
the brunt, with the vital
road link to Kalimpong,
Lava, Lolegaon and
Garubathan snapped.. -

W M55 connecting SHigur,
Matigara with naryaeif '
was also damaged

# Road imkm Sakkim cutoﬁ
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PM's irrigation
scheme gets
Cabinet nod

Trvie:s NEWS NeTWORK

New Delhit Seeking to in:
sudate the farm sector from
vagaries of monsocon, the
government on Wednesday
approved its ambitious ri
ral irrigation scheme -
Pradhian Manirl Krishi
Sinchavee Yoiana (PMKSY)
. for providing irrigation
factlity to every village by
creating basic infrastruc
tnre facilities.

Ender PMESY, siates
will gei 75% central grant.
For north-eastern region
and hilly states, the funding
pattern would, however, be
96,10 to create irrigation in
fragteucture.

The central govern-
ment had earmarked Re
1,000 crore for the scheme
in the budget. PMKSY was
finally approved by the
Union Cabinet.

Cosvering L YT



Farmers join hands

11

to link wells,

orm water bank in parched Satara

Radheshyam.Jadhay
@timesgroup.com

Pune: Taking hiscuefromthe
much-discussed national riv-
ers interfinking  project,
which proved a non-starter, 8
farmer in Satara district has
managed tosuccessfully inter.
link wells inhisown village.

dotiram Pawar's proiect
has broughtabout I8 acresof
dry farmiand in Dhavadshi
village under irrigation and
hielped create g water bank to
ensure perennial supply for
farmiands.

1 had been reading about
the river-interlinking project
for vears,” said Pawar, who
studied til1Class X andisinhis
forties now "One day while |
was working in my field, the
idea to interlink wells struck
me. 1 thought If the govern-
ment was not doing anything,
we should By something on
ourown. So, why not interdink
wells in the village and create
a commen water bank for ev-
eryone 1o yse?" He found sup-
port from Satara-based den-
tal surgeon Avinash Psl. who
set out to convince other

One of the interbinked wells in Satara, Maharashtra

farmers to join the project.

Polsaid they staried in 2019,
*“fhe model was simple:

connect the target

wells with pipelines

conducted and Pawar was the
first to offer his well for the
project. Soon, many others
joined them. Today,
30 wells have been

and lift the waterus- THE connected. Water is
ing electric motors,” taken from one well
he said. “Initially, it STORY toanother and cirey-

was difficult to con-
vinee farmers to share their
water with others, Those hav-
ing wells were not ready to
share it with others who were
dependent onrain.”

A series of meetings were

lated across patches

of farmiandsusing pipelines.
“Theproject cost ReTiakh
and about 11,006 £t pipeline
has been laid to complete the
network,” said Pol. “Farmers
shared the cost of the project

withowut government aid
More farmers are now join-
ing the project while some
stil] continue to oppose it
Farmersshare waterat nomi-
nal charges. During summer,
when wells go dry sharing
helps keep the crops alive
Were alse constructing
bunds sa the groundwater ta-
bieremainspgood.”

Today, this village with a
population of 2,000, has be-
comean inspirationfor farm-
ers from nearby areas. Sever-
al viliages have started
foowing the Dhavadshi
model. Gulumb village has
connected patural streams to
its Jake from where farmers
Qift* water, while people in
Kival have linked the village
jake to streams which now
provide perennial water for
farming. “The government
never #RCOUrages « infova-
tion,” said Pol. "But we've to
find solutions toour own prob-
lems. Once we achieve suc-
cess, the government will
come with help. Peopiehaveto
join hands.”

Forthefulireport, logon
to wiw.timesofindia.com
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FLIP SIDE Implementation of rainwater
harvesting remains mostly on paper despite orders

Mallica Joshi

= midlice joshiBkindusiantines com

NEW DELHI: Tapping rainwater it
seems, is the only option to make Delhi
water-rich.

According fo experts — both from
the Dethi Ja! Board as well a8 inde-
pendent organisations — harnessing
rainwater is the only way Delhi ean
become self'reliant in terms of water
in the coming times,

According to policy, EVErY New COlte
struction must make provisions for
rainwater harvesting,
Apart from this, sccu-

| pants of all buildings
é aver 500 square metres
l insize thaidonot havea
§ rainwater harvesting pit
. will have to pay 1.5 fimes

the water bill,

“These are the punitive measnres
that we have miroduced. Apart from
this, there are rewarding measures as
well for those who take up the policy
in earnest. We will have to tap the
resources that we have and among
the biggest of those is rain,” said 88
Yadav, DB CEOQ.

The Delhi Jal Board has around
200 funetional rainwater harvesting
structures. It has started g vigorous
awareness campaign to get individuals
to install rainwater harvesting systems.

Despite orders, policy and awareness

programmes, rainwater harvesting
remains strictly an individual's prerog-
ative, Implementation is Jackadaisical,

“Implementing these rules is not a
very easy iobasthere isa muitiplicity
of agencies involved. DJB makes the
policy but the building plans are to be
ratified by the corporations. This dis-
connect means we don't really have a
control over what is implemented and
what isn’!," said a DJB official.

According to experts, the sination in
NCR is better than that in Delhi.

“In Gurgaon and Noida, actual spot
checks are conducted before the build.
ing plans are passed. In Delhi, this
does not always happen,” said a iR
spokesperson.

Rainwater harvesting norms are
also striefly followed in a number of
Indian states. Kerala and Himacha]
Pradesh are two states that have
managed to come up with a stringent
policy and have also managed fo imyple-
mont it

While various orders of the National
Green Tribunal have time and again
stressed on the importance of rain.
water harvesting, especially at Metro
stations and institutions with large
campuses, a lot still remains o be done,

"We need to take up rainwater har
vesting ke a religion. ‘That is the only
thing that ean save the ¢ity Every per-
son and every home needs fodo s bit"
said water activist Manoi Misra.

= As per rules, all bulldings with an a



MAJORITY OF
VICTIMS ARE

S

30 killed i

Kolkata Buresuy

tleast 30 persons were kifled after s
" series of landslides, triggered by
overnight torrential rain; hit differ
€ni parts of the Darjeeling hills,
According to Chief Minister Mama-
ta Baneriee, 22 persons died in pop-
ular tourist destination Mirik, 6 in
Kalimpong and ] each in Snkhia and
Gorubathan,
“Eight persons are missing after the
landslide - 6 in Mirik and 2 in
Kalimpong,” Ms. Banerice
Following heavy rain, //{(\{

the loose land mass

was washed away and E}a‘r}eeiiag_ 7
/ Sukhia e

swept  down the
steep, rocky walils,
swamping the wood-
en honses on the
slope and falling on ar-
e1s with human habita- N
tion., Mirik block ang >
Kalimpong subdivision
hore the brunt. _
According to locals, a schoal stu-
dent was killed in Lava, Kalimpong,
while 19 were killed at various loca-
tions in Mirik,

Four persons were reportedly
killed in Mahendra village,

Many also died in Tin-
gling Limbu village in
Mirik.

At least 15 people are
reported missing at 8
Mile and 11 Mile areps
in  Kalimpong, PTI

Polchyi

TEA GAROEN
WORKERS

reporied.

Ms. Banerjee sald rescue oher-
ations were called off in the eveni ng
due to inclement weather and
wonld resume on Thursday 1morn-
Ing.

T B

Sikkim
P

some 60 km from Siliguri,

. ".'-" _ . !
Rescue workers search for bodies of victims of a landslide qt Ting
on Wednesday.- suora: are

Lo
©d

SR N
", ‘v_v,e,;: £

e - -

ling village near Mirik,

n Darjeeling landslides

Rijiju to submit
report today

NEW DELHE Union Minister of
State for Home Kiren Rifiju has
rushed to Darjeeling to assess
the grousd situation after the
massive langdslides,

Two Nationai Disaster
Respoase Force teams,
comprising 16C persennet,
have been dispatched for
fescue operations in Kurseong,
Kalimpeng and Darjecling
sub-divisions.

"'The Prime Minister has
asked me o visit the affected
areas to take stock of the
severe disaster caused by
Beavy rain in Darjeeling,” Mr.
Rijiju said. He is expacied to
give a report o the Prime
inistar on his return on
Thursday. Union Home Minister
Rajnath Singh calied up West
8engaf Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and assured her of aff
Centrai assistance, - P12




‘Rains turn dry Delhi into an o

Tonzs News Network

New Delhi: There is more to mon-
soon than the nsual problems of
waterlogging and traffic iams,. The
rains bring nuwh-needed pelief
“to Delhiites mud the capial ang
its surroundings get a new lease
of life. There 1s a speelal charn
ahout the obty during this season,
which is havd 1o ignore.

As  dust settles, leaves and
grasses glisten and avenue trees
got 4 new lease of Hife, Delhi dous
its hest look for a month orso. Mon-
mnents like Hamayn's Tomb or
the Purana @ik add to this magic,
The first spel of the monsoon has
left its mark on parts of the Ridge
and biodiversity parks. A rich un-
dergrowth has Degun to cover the

Monsoon #1

otherwise parelied, rocky ground,
Those who freqguent the Aravalis
arenmnd Delhi find it gleaming.

“Mangar is a dry. deciduous
serub forest, Suddeniy i looks
stunning as the trees (4rn green
with new leaves and shoofs. It
looks like a dense forest. The un-
dergrowth, especially the herbs,
grdw a jot during this time. There
are movre than a hundred herb spe-
cies here and 25 to 30 native trees,
which are ail in shades of green.”
says Cheian Agarwal, environ-
mental analyst.

He is also mesmerized by the
number of butterflies that add col-
our 1o the woods. Dhiaud and Bhad-
kal lakes don't Hl up com-
pletely anymore because
their catchments have
degraded but Dam-

dama lake in Schna
is usually fuli
when itrains
heavily

Delhi is often described as a
eity of extremes with its people
gither battling the searing dry
heat or braving the freezing chifl,
Bt during monsoo, the capital
undergoe‘; 2 metamorphosis of
sorts—it's a celebration of natwe
amid the concrete jungle. There
is & whiff of roasted corn, usa-
ally found at most puiblic spaces in
this season, which blends with the
scent of wet earth.

The Ridge can he exiremely
seerntic but one would have fo go
closer to withess life thriving in
it. “You will find plenty of jamun,
anars at this time. Species that are
dormant i the soil usually start
growing as soon as the showers
start. Large herbaceous plants
appear suddenly
making 2 thick
green carpet for
insects and ani-
mals,” says U R
Babu, ecologist.

Rulbous plants like yellow fairy
ilies or zephyranthes cifrina also
become vizible in Dellil's parks.
Aguatic vegetaiion thrives in wet-
jands as many mere species of in-
sects and fish emerge.

As dust settles and leaves
and grass glisten, Delhi dons
its best look for a month or
$0. The first spell of the
monsoon has already leftits
mark on the Ridge and
biodiversity parks, A rich
undergrowih has begun to
cover the rocky ground

At Yamuna Biodiversity Park
in north Delhi, for instance, the
voung ones of lapwings, shikras,
egrets, darters and night herons
are getting ready to fly “We see
the young ones eating from the

asis o

Fmats. Howers and birds add

cotoyr t0 seaso (left} a rejuvenated Mangar

wethands these davs, As soon as it
starts raining, they will fly out”
says Faivar A Khndsar, the scien
tist in-charge at the park.

Rhirnd, o frait found comason-
Iy in Dxelhi earlien has ripened, so
does maluia, There is a plenty of
date paims as well “Sivus, Arjinm
and Kem flowers blooin. Woe get a
iot of photographers and visitors
whe fist want to see the boauty
of the monscon, It's
a brief phase so peo-

ple try and mzke
the most of it,” adds
Khudsar

Even open spaces

within  the  city
come alive like
aasis.  Neetha

Mahadevan. a
Munirka res-
{dent,  goes
for walks
inside the
Jawaliarial

Nehra University GENED campus
daring this time of the year “It’s
lasi green and beantifiil and close
to my house,” she says mdding,
“Even passing by Akbar Road that
las an anlyelen canopy s quile
an experience intherains”

lndia Gate reinaing the favear
iter hangont for most i)vihiites -------- he
it swmmer. winter or monsoeon.
While childien can be seen play-
g around the foantains, tourists
and residents are found soaking in
the rain-washed view of Rashira-
pati Bhavan.




aiiéa:‘.é'?ﬁseﬁ@’r
g 7 & 3 B

Frgawe a..ee
T feEl) g 3l
a}sﬂqéwaﬂ

Crontaae

s i 5o o)
B 08 A oy
fise a5 ot

o, 89, v a
S 2.3 I
FET JeBeT B 1B T
# epiet B, 3l
GR7 5T gaa,..1

bl

iR, e wiew, SRGa, el TR, TRl T
m@‘f mewﬁﬁmﬁwﬁ%
mmmwn@mﬁ%i@mm%awm
&1 e € b TR g et o SR srava 0, fET O W

W@?ﬁ@%ﬁgﬁmaﬂvﬂ%ﬂﬁf

24 mmwmmm
s AT b
. wE ST et 3l o
. T s u B v
" oftem e d s uet

el o i g el

e oy

mﬁwﬁaﬁgaﬂm

¥4 ol ¥ FAea

Tg WY 3reanT

gl e AT WA
o ot B ey W
o R A dmorn B
swer wf oT T 3oy
o iy eer A

s SIS msmdaE Y
3 & mere SoiA e
o o o 1 e Rera
TR, SIEER R
miiéisﬂ‘sagé’fgﬁz

forarsr & 084 3 3 857 2l
ot e & forg oo ey
ey, dfpe dee A A By
oy oY I T B oy
el 2 & vk o o Tt
ot e v By and 3 et
3 T vy e T vE B
& 10 A e e o
e w mued




16

. '” tz/adiions! o u ~ hed o 'mu%%*;@ 7405/

[Ty, ey
EL b asoiratnmnelieRlE Pukiicine e

Tendel o 3Uft cioTe! o forw fen 15 féeT ot wer A—
odm-2-7"/0 __  Sembwemitwdd

patrika.com/city
mwﬁmwaﬁmﬁm@
et A w1426 iERS w5 g
T g wy Ay sl e anofy e
R ad# s e am i g
forea o & A% I TR 5
By et wed) o wed ¥ fo v
T 9 uesd wdad A Reod Rl
et . et SR v st v
fifz % Sy N S 1 A B R
i P g dyE O wd
¥ fae ww an 15 R st wd 4§ 1426

aiER! % R W SR EE ST A Wﬁmmmﬁmﬁ :..

T wfafy A e e felvem
?@Waﬁ‘ﬁm#g@a@% R R

m'amumfﬁm

gR s o grao ol s Rpem By ol o aeEn e
B e R A E Y
AR, wower




17

mqusﬁ'&saﬁﬁaﬁmuﬁt

afgdy falt, (v0): viion SRR ¥ 4 <iedi ) Prown ) g o 2y
wEwE § @l ® smundien % ol T e e S feg g
=1 A % Aad wd § v e gw FENT WEA H YeeW ¥ g
fry T o W WER 4 M § P T w 5 1 wie 3w
HeAH el w1 wE T g el arit w ot @ srefd dwe @
ey ud & TR |ﬁ%ﬁfﬁ&%‘f*¥?ﬁﬁaﬁaﬂgﬁ
w5, 8 fiyefrerm e ardt sl W

]

T T g malem o
faeien 3 wieir Franfyal = gadte o wrgafadl w wen R wendaw
fis vo da § uw v =y T WOR W% Y B ¥ A g oft i s

e wEET 1 Afem T e R g Wmm%%ﬁmmm a&é%@r&aﬁﬁg’rwaﬂ et S e Ay vy
% e § 31 Rl o vioafedl B wR FaR O v Ew E gafey Sl i e e it fufur ¥ & ge O ¥ am ) sleeer e
T F R w e wer e w T R mawd va i whwe sfa e s s era e aidds wlTn s

[ T

] “ &‘6;2“7%)m




Wewe tlemfieterianiicleled

Findusizn Times

o lc-it{:u, Mmizgh

The Times of Indis {18.0)
Indien Ex
Trilune
Rindugian (Hindi)

press

Coverwn LY

{h

Nav Eharal T
F"UF‘};Q Reast
rhE }"’i”idu

L

frad & At 8 man o &
by ae ¥ via vl fard
Byt orog s
& TR @y P
R H v s e g )
Forer™ w8 9,000 ¥l w A
#eft ot

sy e B % i,
A e By e
TF FEF A1 g dm et
33 fime w¢ femd fpay )
oo % feag da ¥ R
Fdyarerdie fod 8§ o ofly
gand wawt 12 fre we oy
et fowrd firay myy fvam
Fx dvovan T § oy
dhyar off ur o) _

4.4 Saw w1 0H Y I
1 HH TN JuE fr 7T
31 e ot Sy s
L Y 50
frafiecw w8 AW g )
e g fmd ¥
b w2 e e e Y

Zé ﬁ;@a@n

Qj"*li{‘ Q;“;Z":*P" B

L Crarcr

el

18



have hembetiorariicis/editorial
Hingusien Times

Tietenmon

w Times of indis (KD

Indien Exprece

i
Finduglan (Mindh J\/

EheglrethfEnclish) & Fulilicitv Eecticn, CWT

Tribune

o) o
e OOCIHNERTHD &)

Nav Bhearat

19

published a_y&fé" 0‘2’?";)0&(13 thie

T

iimes {Ringh

Punjeb Keshart iHind)

The Hindu
o

Daooen Chronicis
Decean Hergld

o e e Lailos 1,000 00
aother Feirike {l}-q:ln’..;

P .Chionicle

Eits

1

C

o et oré ok woel

wfre WM &l Al F
TR R

w%m3a%ﬂ7ﬁ’%"t$s‘iﬁ,
ST 15 S ¥ o g

-

L

IR TF RMD A oE i

SR il wrErrar i o

i wud, TR e iRy 8

#Y TN BT e A % foae

i e

o I o e

e & safeEl Y warr P

ok B 8 21 W A gl |

17 & = A wfedfn 1 aleo,
wre, W ety sl iuswm i
gl ufiRm, sfamdy sl
pRE aried ¥ 25 W w
FEEE G - 10 ST
ssw iR sy
B aeE o 7z v g
Hue-55 W ge drwe T
¥\ o), i iR

Gy

i ¥ quar B ana & wre T

o T o
THUH i
%aﬁtﬂa}ﬁmﬁﬁwg?ﬁ%
58 TRl T YR S e e
e 9 N T wIE-31 |
o vin e ¥) wwer @ as ¥

Regraa |

3'ﬁ§mfw-m§m§ 2015

- i‘* s,

w7 ¥ o O o ¥ T e

T Oss SRR o & ol
@ & ez Wl g ¥ waowd
sl % aarm B sivg % 20
s e ot g ¥ wfermdbr Y 8
et 3l 11 T R 15
A ¥ e D e

1777 & qedilor ‘oI uer &1 3

aﬂémf@mamaﬁlﬁﬁzsmﬁﬁmwm,mma@waﬂmm

afforan o afeesrerer & 38 T

waa o A

T v vl wnfe somy
& o el 8 1 ¥ 1 ag yfbiemR
#of, o 3o e o) e el
e frn, & fefe R
m%rélm#m&gg
fer uger ) 3ot der gw gy
¥ 1 3780 3w vy 5 - 24
Tk g A &, At ya

e O R ¥2 a2
3naa ot giwoy

T s, ot & wRo
HY-EN AR T s e 1 25
oy Ry ondd 2 g el
4 e e oy W waet & o
) -2 s Tud ) Y don &
8 13fivandls Reife 3 ool &
AR o 22 e af S Y
50-50 T oG8 & o g o

iRt v € o Tt o Q) el et g iR
iz gm;mmmmﬁmm&mwmm%
S8, WAL Y SRR ST 1 S o & vy i o et
B 3 e &) T v &1 3nfle & B uaR @) dfed w ag
sl ) ROV &) 7 3 oo Rig % W v ol @ o e a
) 31N W T TE ARRIA I B 2 i R R eE 3 syear Ray




20

Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Direciorate
Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section

E+ T30 853

725(A), North,Sewa Bhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi - 66,

Dated ,/ .1 S
Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enciosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&PFP/D&R/RM),

Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on
the CWC website.

/ts

ASS istanf\Direcio (p licity)
Encl: As stated above.

Editor. Bhagirath (English) & Publicity 4

Director {T.D )}

For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R .M.}, CWC and all concerned,
uploaded at www.cwe.nic.in
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