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Worlds highest'village runs dry as warming hits Himalayas

NiTa BHALLA

KOMIK (HP), AUGUST1
With a backdrop of the snow-
capped Himalayas stretched
out across a vibrant blue sky,
it is hard to dispute the sign
as you enter Komik that
declares it to be the world’s
highest village with a road.
Others also boast the title —
from Nepal's Dho Tarap to
Bolivia's Santa Barbara. Butat
4,587 metres, this remote Bud-
dhist hamlet in Himachal
Pradesh near India’s border
with Tibet is no doubt among
the planet’s topmost
motorable human settlements.
Yet despite its coveted sta-
tus, life is harsh for the 130
residents of Komik, a quaint
collection of whitewashed
mud-and-stone houses locat-

ed in the desolate Spiti valley. |

The region is a cold trans-
Himalayan desert cut off
from the rest of India for six
months of the year when
snowfall blocks mountain
passes. Phone and Internet
connectivity is almost non-
existent. Schools and clinics
are a tough trek away.

But Spiti’s inhabitants, who
eke out a living farming green
peas and barley, have a much
bigger concern: their main
sources of water — streams,
rivers, ponds — are drying up.

“We are used to being in a
remote place. We have our
traditional ways of living,”
said farmer Nawang Phun-
chok, 32, as he sat tying bun-
dles of a prickly desert bush
to insulate a monastery roof.

“But these days the water is
not coming like it used to. The
seasons are changing, We see

Komik village in Spiti is facing a severe shortage of water. TwiTTeErR

there is less water than
before.” There is little doubt
Indiais fac SiS.
Decades of over-extraction
of ground water, wasteful and
inefficient irrigation prac-
tices, pollution of surface
water like lakes and rivers,
and erratic weather patterns
attributed to climate change,

Today's issue is of 22 pages, including four-page Jobs and Careers.

have left many parts of the
country thirsty.

From its deepest aquifers to
its biggest rivers, India is one
of the most water-challenged
countries in the world. More
than half of the country,

including Punjab  and
Haryana, is considered high-
ly water-stressed.

More than 50 per cent of the
country’s wells have regis-

" tered a decline in volumes in

the last decade. Up to 80 per
cent of rivers, lakes, ponds
and streams are polluted with.
human waste and sewage.

Over 6.3 crore rural Indians
do not have clean water to
drink, cook or wash with, says
WaterAid. Around 7.6 crore
need improved water sources
and 77 crore require proper
toilets. And climate change is
exacerbating the situation.

Overall rainfall in the last
century has been erratic, and
the annual average tempera-
ture has risen by 0.5 degrees
Celsius, says India’s meteo-
rological department.

India is forecast to overtake
China as the most populous
nation with 1.7 billion people
by 2050. With rapid urbanisa-

tion, rising demand for
hydropower and changing
weather patterns, the situa-
tion is set to worsen.
Government data forecasts
India’s annual water avail-
ability per person to drop by
over 25 per cent by 2050 to
1,140 cubic metres from 1,545
cubic metres in 2011.
Authorities have in recent
years moved to better support
farmers and boost water secu-
rity in drought-prone areas.
But environmentalists say
the focus is largely on plains.
The Himalayas are one of
the world’s most sensitive
hotspots to climate change.
Melting glaciers, erratic rain-
fall, less snow and rising tem-
peratures are taking their
toll. And Spiti valley — “Mid-
dle Land” (between India and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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4 dead as rain triggers landslides in Himachal

Waters recede in Bengal; Gujarat toll touches 224; more heavy rain forecast for Himalayan foothills

STAFF REPORTER

SHIMLA/KOLKATA

Heavy rains continued to
wreak havoc in many States
and triggered landslides in
Himachal Pradesh and Ut-
tarakhand, resulting in the
death of four persons, while
seven deaths were repprted
from flood-hit areas of West
Bengal.

The Met Department has
warned of further heavy
rains across the Himalayan
foothills with flooding of
rivers.

Landslides across Hi-
machal Pradesh following
torrential rains left several
small and big link roads
blocked and disrupted traffic
on the Hindustan-Tibet road.

A worker from Nepal was

buried alive at a construction
site in Jogindernagar after a
landslide which blocked the
Mandi- Pathankot National
Highway 154. Hundreds of
vehicles were stranded on

Deep trouble: People collecting flood relief materials in
Udaynarayanpur in West Bengal on Tuesday. sarp

both sides of the land fall
since Tuesday morning.

A two storey building
crumbled at Bhawanagar in
Kinnaur killing one person

others. Villages on the Indo-
Tibetan border like Chitkul
witnessed unprecedented
rainfall resulting in massive
losses to the apple crop. The
apple season is also at its
peak in most parts of Kullu,
Mandi and Shimla districts.

Relief paid in Gujarat

The death toli from the un-
precedented rain and floods
in Gujarat has climbed to 224
with 61 deaths reported from
the worst affected
Banaskantha district. The
government has so far paid
compensation in 116 cases of
death. According to the State
Relief Commissioner 1,0471
animals have also died. Of
the 203 dams and reservoirs
in the State, 39 are full while

15 are filled to 90.5% of their
capacity and the State has
already received more than
70 % of its season’s average
rainfall.

311 camps in Bengal

With seven more deaths, the
toll in West Bengal has
touched 46, although the
flood situation improved
with water Jevels receding as
rainfall has stopped. Around
27 lakh people in 14 districts
of the State have been af-
fected and around 311 relief
camps have been opened, an
official said, adding Dh-
aniakhali of Hooghly district
and Ghatal in West Midna-
pore are the two worst-
affected.

(with inputs from PTI)



Water conservation scheme a big success

No tankers with drinking water had to be sent 1o as many as 94 villages in Rajasthan

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JAIPUR

The Rajasthan government's
flagship water conservation
programme - Jal Swavalam-
ban Abhiyan (JSA) - has
turned out to be a success in
Pratapgarh district, where
the groundwater table has
increased, green agricultural
fields have expanded and no
tankers with drinking water
had to be sent to as many as
94 villages this year.

NGT hails efforts
The National Green Tribunal
lauded the efforts made un-

der the programme at its re- .

gional conference on envir-
onmernt in Bhopal on
Sunday.

In the Bhopal declaration,
the JSA was praised as an ini-
tiative which would make
every village of the State self-
reliant in water by using sci-
entific tools for rejuvenating
traditional water bodies.

Pratapgarh Collector Neha
Giri said on Tuesday that the
JSA had proved to be a bless-
ing after good rain in the wa-
ter-starved Kanthal region of
the district, where special ar-
rangements had to be made
till last year for the supply of
drinking water.

“Not a single water tanker
was sent to any of the 94 vil-
lages in five blocks where
water conservation works
were taken up,” said Ms. Giri.
In contrast, 1,337 tankers
were sent during the last fin-
ancial year.

The JSA works have also
led to an increase by 10% to
15% in the soybean crop area

Covernz L.

TN

and 15% to 20% in the wheat
Crop area.

Groundwater table

The groundwater table in
Pratapgarh has registered an
increase by 0.30 metres. Be-
sides, only 18% of the hand-
pumps in the district dried
up this year against 24% in
the previous vear.

i tatir o e,

than for regulating the flow of water.

Ms. Giri pointed out that
the structures such as ani-
cuts, staggered trenches and
mud walls were put up with
people's participation during
the implementation of JSA.
For the second phase.of the
programme, 2.886 works
have been sanctioned in 70
villages, most of which have
already been completed and

the new structures are full to
the brim with rainwater.

The NGT's Bhopal declara-
tion has described the JSA as
a massive climate change ad-
aptation programme which
had elicited public participa-
tion and converged the activ-
ities of nine government
departments.

“Similar  participation
should be encouraged by
other States for protection
and conservation of natural
water bodies and creation of
new water conservation
structures,” stated the de-
claration.

Works under the ISA's first
phase were undertaken all
over Rajasthan at an ex-
penditure of 31,300 crore.

Another project
Rajasthan River Basin Au-
thority chairperson Sriram
Vedire said the Union Min-
istry of Environment and
Forests had agreed to fund a
JSA pilot project in Banswara
from the National Adapta-
tion Fund for Climate
Change. Discussions were
under way with the Ministry
for getting the support for
the JSA's future phases from
the Green Climate Fund, he
said.
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Bengal flood toll 39; llghtnmg claims 34 lives in Odisha

/P///—

The number of deaths in Gujarat has risen to 218; rail traffic remains affected due to heavy rains in Gu]arat and Rajasthan

STAFF REPORTER
1\01 KATA/BHUBANESWAR

Even as the West Bengal gov-
ernment has claimed that
the tlood situation has im-
proved, the death toll has
risen to 39 so far.

Disaster Management
Minister Javed khan said 39
people had died due to the
flood-like  situation and
about 27 lakh had been af-
fected. He said 400 relief
camps were running in the
State.

The situation is still grim
in Howrah, Hooghly and
Paschim Medinipur. Locals
said several areas of Amta 11
and Udaynarayanpur block
of Howrah district are still
waterlogged.

[n Odisha, deaths caused
by lightning have risen to 34,

Problems aplenty: People braving flood wa;t,er in Sehagori
village in Howrah district on Monday. ssPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

with another 16 persons fall-
ing victim on Monday. As
many as 18 persons were
killed in lightning on
Sunday. Three deaths were
reported from Kadalibada,
Dorada and Manipur villages
in Cuttack district. Four

deaths were reported from
Khordha district.

Lightning deaths were re-
ported from Puri, Angul,
Mayurbhanj, Dhenkanal and
Bargarh. -

Eight students were ad-
mitted to hospital when

lightning struck a school
building in the Athagarh
area. N

Expressing grief over the
deaths, Chief - Minister
Naveen Patnaik announced
an ex gratia of ¥ 4 lakh each
for the kin of deceased.

More bodies found

The flood toll in Gujarat has
risen to 218 this monsoon,
with 61 people killed in
worst-hit Banaskantha dis-
trict, an official said.

“218 people have died,
with 61 in Banaskantha and
seven in neighbouring Patan
district,” ‘an official of the
State Emergency Operation
Centre said.

The toll increased in the
last two days after more bod-
ies were found as flood wa-

ters receded in Banaskantha
and Patan districts of north
Gujarat, he said.

Floods due to torrential
rain and release of water
from dams affected 4.5 lakh
people in the State.

Rail traffic remained af-
fected due to heavy rains in
Gujarat and Rajasthan. Six
trains have been cancelled,
eight partially cancelled and
routes of four trains have
been changed.

Rains drenched Delhi
leading to a dip in the max-
imum temperature. Heavy
rainfall occurred at isolated
areas in Jaipur and Udaipur
in Rajasthan. Incessant rains
led to muitiple landslides in
Jammu and Kashmir’s Mehar
and Seeri.

(With PTI inputs)

PM announces ¥2 lakh
compensation

NEW DELHt

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Monday announced ¥2
lakh each to the next of kin of
those who lost their lives in
the floods in Assam and
Rajasthan. He also announced
¥50,000 each for those
seriously injured, the Prime
Minister's Office said. p7:

Woman stays afloat for
13 hours in river, rescued
A 62-year-old woman
managed to stay afloat for 13
hours in the turbulent
Damodar river in flood-hit
Burdwan district titl she was
rescued 80 km away. Tapati
Chowdhury accidentally felt
into the river on Saturday and
was swept away. pri
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PM declares 32700cr
ﬂood package for NE

Assam To Get
Lion’s Share

Prabin.Kalita@timesgroup.com

Guwahati: Prime Minister
Modion Tuesday announced
a package of Rs 2,700 crore
for relief, rehabilitation, re-
construction and flood-miti-
gation measures inthe flood-
hit northeast (NE) states.

Modi, who arrived here
on Tuesday, held separate
meetingstoreviewtheflood
situation in Assam, Aruna-
chal Pradesh, Manipur and
Nagaland with the chief
ministers of the respective
states. He announced there-
lief package after taking
stock of the situation in
these states. A memoran-
dum was received from the
CM of Mizoram as he could
notbepresent in person.

Out of the total aid an-
nounced, Rs 2,000 crore will
come for short-term mea-
sures. Assam, which is the
worst-hit, will get about Rs
1,200 crorefor its infrastruc-
ture sectoralone.

Modi also announced

setting up of a committee to

File photo

Prlme Minister Modi also announced setting up of a committee to
find a solution to the problem of recurrent floods in the region

study ways to synergize ef-
forts towards finding a long-
termsolutiontotheproblem
of recurrent floods inthere-
gion and Rs 100 crore would
be provided for the purpose
which includes studies on
the Brahmaputra and its
tributaries besides all other
major rivers of the region.
The PMO stated that the
NE region, with 8% of In-
dia’s land area, accounts for
one-third of the country’s
water resources. The Centre
will also constitute a high-
level committee for proper
management of theregion’s
vast water resources.
Another Rs 400 crore
will be provided for improv-
ing water-holding capacity
of the Brahmaputra which
will in turn assist in flood-
control, the PMO said. As-

sam will get another Rs 250
crore as relief and rehabil-
itation assistance.

The floods have so far
claimed 83 lives and dis-
placed over two lakh people.
In Arunachal, 14 people
were killed in landslides,
while 19 people were killed
infloods in Nagaland.

Assam finance minister
Himanta Biswa Sarmasaid,
“The PM stressed on a per-
manent solution to Assam's
flood problem.”

Nagaland CM TR Ze-
liang said, “This year, there
has been unusual rain and
flooding.... 19 lives have
been lost and five persons
are still missing.” Aruna-
chal CM Pema Khandu said
he has asked for central as-
sistance for rehabilitation
and mitigation of floods.
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