STATOISTICS

At present, there are completed

construction. Dams with the maxinwm height of more
foundation are broadly classified as large dams. The an

more than 50% of large dams
the debate on the environmental

dam construction siowed down after that period

DECADE-WISE CONSTRUCTION
OF LARGE DAMS

plo 1900

MORE THAN TEN
LARGE DAMS
-
Maharashtra
Madhya Pradesh
gujarat RNV 519
Chhattisgarh M 248
Karnataka JTIOIN 230
fajasthan R 201
Cdisha NN 198
Totangana BIE 162
Andhra Pradesh M 128
Tarit Naci: [l 136
yttar pradesh il 115
Kerala i 58
tharhand ¥ 50
west Bengaill 29
Bihar] 23
Himachal pradesk] 19
{Htarakhand] 16
jammy & Kashmir] 14
Punjat] 14
Othersh 26

No.of completed dams

large dams in the country, while 314 are under S
tun 15 metres from its deepest

the two decades between 1971 and 1990 witnessed an immense
in the country were compieted during that

impact of dam construction triggered widespread protests an

alysis of dam compietion data shows that
surge in dam construction as
cod. Sul . .

- Under

construction

9 314
.»;"‘;’ L) .
Yoar of
%‘f iqs.{ construction
% ot available
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Geuaroe: Neational Hogister Of Large Dams; Research; Atul Thakur, Graphic: Amil Dinod
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to be quicker
- --\_;h an .
Tt fa
as predicted that the wjggg

drawal of mensoon from

cenitral  Tndia,  inchndi
partsof neﬂhMaharasni{fg;g
Uttar Pradesh and Madhya

Pradesh, will beqgu
y quicker -
isexpected to be over by ;:g §

tembep150r20. P15,

Monsoon -
retreattobe
quicker: ITM :

NehaMadeas :
@timesgroup.com '

and parts of Maharashtra

from Qctober 1.

The TMD said that the
monsoon withdrawal now i
) seemsimmment.'rhereare
i also mdications that the
i overall rainfall defictency !
; during September may fur
{ ther increase in compark 3
. son to August and may be :
; around 30% of thelongpe- :
i podaverageof September:



With Suile] uswelhng, sand 0

mafia shlfts tovﬂlage ponds

VARINDER SINGH
CAANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 1
‘The sand mafia has now start-
ed targeting common viliage
ponds and is not even spazing
privatelands forillegal excava-
tion of sand.

The mafia has been unable
to earry out s practice of ille-
gal digging of sand from the
shatlow bed of the Sutie] river
due to the release of mere
water in it, triggered by heavy

Pradesh.

shallow beds or from the
banks of the Sutlej by the sand
mafia is not new, especially
with regard to the stretch of
and Jalandhar districts.

But the mafia had almost
run out of iliegal business for
guite some time now due fo

S0 its members have set
their eves on cormmon village
ponds and have

number plates. Instead of

- mining in broad daylight, the

sand mafia now operates dus-
ing night. The growl of their
heavy machinery like JCBs
and fippers, according to the
residents of some Deaba vil-
inges, could be heard piercing
the calm of the nights.
“Mernbers of the sand mafia
now descend on Shahkot area
villagesin the night. They con-

- tinued to dig for sand tili the

depth of 50 ft from: & common
village pond at Gehlran village
for about a fortnight and 4l
village women protested

against their activities. The

deep digging has put the
homes of some villagers and

peril as these could cave in
anytime dwring heavy rain”
alleged Thrsern Peler, state
president of the Pendu Maz-
door Union. He said com-
plainis to the local revenue
authorities and the police did
not yield any resulis.

Banso, a resident of Gehiran
village, was upsed over the dis-

turhing of the pond, the vil--

lage’s lifeline. “We don't know
wheallows sand miners fopol-
lute the pond of a village? Our
complaints  have  gone
unheard,” she rued.

Similarly, another pond at

Bajwan Khurd village was dug
by the sand mafia for up to 25
ft. “We have no one to com-
plain to. The authorities hard-
Iy listen to'us when it comes fo
the activiies of the sand
mafia,” Petek alleged. He said
the police action, if any, has
only been limited to seizing
sand and not the heavy
JCBs and tippers,

A tract of forest land at
tract of private land at Daria
WhieBﬂ%em‘eaisemb;ected
fo sand mining.

“Nomenxhﬁgmgmzﬂegal
sand mining will be spared. |
have already directed our offi-
cials to keep a watlch on the
activities of the sand mafia
during day and night,” said
Ishwar Chander, Tnspector
General (Jalandhar zone).
ment said that at jeast five

¥Bs were lodged against -

members of the sand mafia
under various Sections of the
Mining Act at Mehatpur potice
station on a single day during
the past weelt



NGT pulls up Ghaz1abad authorities

Issues show cause notlce as to why fine aot be rmposed for pollutlnq Hindon

Staff aepqm

NEW DELHE The Ghazisbad au-
jhorities were in for severe
criticism from the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) on
Tuesday for making the Hin-
don, a tributary of the Yamu-
na, 8 domp,

The {ribunal issued show-
cause notice to the District
Magistrate, Ghagiabad, Sec-
refary, Ghaziabad Develop-
ment Authority, and the
in-charge of Ghaziabad Nagar
Nigam as to why fine be not
imposed on thers for poliut
ing the Hindon,

The NGT also directed the
District Magistrate to call 2

meeting of all concerned and

prepare a plan for coliection
and disposal of waste for the
entire Ghaziabad district.
The Ghaziabad Nagar Ni-
gam has beén dumping waste

at two sites along the Hindon.

One site is near Raj Nagar
extension road and the other
is at Pratap Vihar near Na-
tional Highway-24. -

Hindon Jal Biradari, an

The Ghaziabad Nagar Nigam has been dunzpmg waste at two sites alang the
Hindon —ruwe PHOTO

NGO, had moved the NGT

with photographs of munici-

pal solid waste being dumped

along the banks of the Hin-
don. Ali the senior officers ap-
pesred before the fribunal on
Tuesday in compliasice with
its notice.

The NGT had eartier said
that the government is ex-
pected to act ip coordination
with each other and ensure
that there is no environmen-
tal degradation and pollution
caused by such activities as is
evident from the photographs

of the massive dumping on
the river banks and the same
is being burnt openly.

For feedback, pleate mail us at
cityeditordelhi@thehinds.co.in




With the monsoon playing truant, water level in the Krishna river
has teuched the rock bottom, as can be seen at Beechupally, 30

km downstream the Jurala Profect in Mahabubnagar district of
Telungana. The dry spell has dealt o body blow to the farmers of -
the State. - PHOTO: MOHAMMED YOUSUF




inme end, the Madden Julian Oscillation and Indian Ocean Dipole failed to cancel out the warming of
the Pac1ﬁc — asituation the Met Office had predicted as early as in April, giving govts time tq prepare

BY AMITABH SINHA

EXPFRLESS UDITORS INTERPRET

IN LINE, a rain-bearing weather phenome-
noncalled Madden utian Qscillation.or MIG,
came to India's rescue, july was bad, but a
few timely interventions by convectional, or
heat-induced, rainfafl in some parts of the
countryensured that the scarcity wasnot felt
ruch. But August has not been able to o5~
cape the full force of El Nifio. and it appears
neither wili Septemnber. The dire prediction
of the India Meteorological Department
{IMD) at the start of the monseoen season is
finaily coming true,

El Nifio refers to a condition in the equa-
torial Pacific Ocean, off the coast of Ecuador
and Peru in South America, in which ocean
surface temperatures rise unusually. El Nifio
is known to have an impact on the indian
manseon, besides affecting a lotof other
weather events worldwide There isa strong
correlation between an El Nifto event and a
POOF MONS00M.

Cver the fast two months, the EI Niig has
gainedin strength — the sea surface has be-
come progressively warmer — according to
informatien gathered by the Climate
Prediction Centre {CPC) of the National
Ceeanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) of the United States. The phenome-

non was weaker at the beginning of the
monsoon, but it was evident even then that
it would have an adverse irnpact on rainfali.

The VLY s forecast seflected this. The first
forecast on April 22 predicted 93 per cent of
normal rainfal over the four-rmonth monsoon
season, In its updated forecaston fune 2, IMD>
revised the figure downward to 88 percent

The surprisingly good rainfallin fune was
attributed 1o MJO, 2 moving system of wind,
ciond and air pressuse that brings rain asit
circles the earth around the eguator, and it
seemed determined to prove forecasters
wrong. But that was not to he. MJGisa tem-
porary phenompenon and lasts barely awsek
or Hidaysin any particular region,

July experienced a 17 per cent shortage,
partly due to the fact that the Indian Ocean
Dipote (105), a phenomenson similar to Ei
Nifio but which occurs in the indian Ocean,
digd not tuin favourable as expected. In its
"positive’ phase, the 10D tends to neutralise
the impact of E Nifio. However, thanks to the
good rainfall in June, the deficit did not hurt.
The reservoirs, for exarmple, were still filled to
rnore than their nosmal storage tevels for that
time of the year.

That began changing in August. Rainfal
in Augustwas 22.54 per cent below normal.
Itwas the driestmonth of this monsoon sea-
son. A sirnitar deficiency in September, which
is what weather scientists are expecting, will
be inlinewith the forecast made by the IMB.

MONSOON 2015
CUMULATIVE RAINFALL

« Exeess{+20% ormare)
Normai {+19% or more}
mDeficient (-20% to -59%)

From: fune 1o
September

Prevailing El Nifio condifions suggest it
will rernain strong for some more tirme, espe-
cially inthe regions that are supposed to have
the most impact on the Indian monsoon.

But what is more important is that the
phenomenonis sef to continue beyond this
year."There is a greater than 90 per cent
changce that El Niflo wili continue through
Northern Hemisphere winter 2013-16, and
around an 85 per centchance thatitwili fast
into early spring 2018." the latest bulletinon
ElNifio by the Climate Prediction Centre, re-
{eased on Monday, says.

*

and exfremely informative

SUGGESTED READING

w At the end of every rainy season, IME) scientists prepare a comprehensive
analysis of that year’s monsoon. The Monsoon Reports of previous years are
available on the IMD web slte, www.imd.govin

w The El Nifio page on the NOAA website {www.einino.noaagov/yis very detailed

Which mears the I Nifto can have an im-
pact on next year's rmonsoon as well, possi-
bly onits firstpart.

In the last 60 years, the average duration
of an El Niiio has been 16 months. But there
have beeninstances of prolonged Ei Nifio, as
in 1986-87, when it lasted 19 months, and in
1968-69, whenit continued for 18 months. in
both cases, india experienced dsoughts in
consecutive years.

The silver lining to this situation is the
IMI>s fairly accurate forecast. The possibii-
ity of a drought-like situation was flagged
earty. and in very clear terms. The
Department was not afraid to state up font
what the numbers indicated, as is believed
ta have happened in some previous years. it
wasimnportant that IMD backed itself, espe-
cially since 2014 was also a drought year.

While IMDmaintains that it just puts for-
ward numbers thrown up by the models it
runs, the fact is that 2015 was probabiy the
first year ever in which it predicted below
normal rainfail — below 96 per cent - in its
first long-range forecast, made as early as in
Agpril This was also the fisstime that the IMD
warnied of a possibility of below-80 percent
rainfall at the beginning of June.

The result has been that governments,
bath at the Centre and at the states, are fairly
weli prepared to deal with a drought Water
in1 the reserveirs has been used judiciously,
farmers were advised in fime to change the
timing of sowing or to shift to alternative
crops, and markets were not lefrto deat with
uncertaintes.

More tharn the MiO or any other weather
phenomenon, it was the accurate forecast
and the timely action of the governments
that has cushioned the country against the
impact of a bad monsoon so far.

amitabh sinha@exprassindia com
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August rain 77% of nqrmal
another drought yr looms

AMITABH SINHA

NEW DELHL SEPTEMBER

WITH THREE-quiariers of the mansoon sea-
sonover, indiais staring at adrought-{ike sit-
uation for the second year running. The
CountTy as awhole received only 77 per cent
of the normal rainfall in August, and
September is unlikely to be any better.

“This is not unexpected. Our forecasts had
indicated that the second half of the mon-
5000 season was likely to be drier than the
first half. And that is what seems to be hap-
pening, The dry speli that we have seenin
August is likely to continue in September as
weil," D Sivananda Pai of the india Meteor-
ologicai Depastmens (1M said.

‘The low rainfall has started affecting stor-
age levels in the reservoirs, which are criti-
cal mot just for irrigation but alse for power
generation and even drinking water supply.
Inthe middie of August, the cumnulative stor-
ageinthe 91 major reservoirs fell below nor-
nai jevels for the first time this year, Levels
have been falling consistently after that.

At theend of lastyear, the storage inthese
reservoirs was 87 per cent of the storage at

the corresponding time last year, and 88 per |

cent of average of the last ten years.

The chief villain is the B Niffo, the equa-
torial Pacific phenomenon, which is finally
havingits full impactonthe Indian meonsoon.

“Since there were no 38T {sea surface
temperature ) anomalies inthe indian Ocean,
this monsoon has been totaliy contrafled by
ElNifio. September is also likely to bring be-
low normal rainfall. As a result. the seasonal
average rainfall at the endof the season may
be below 15 per cent of normal,” | Srinivasan,

MONSOON RAINFALL

Actuial  Normal Deviation
June1-15 69.6 614 13.36
June16-30 1198 1022 1732
Allof June 1835 Hidh 16583
Juiy1-15 M3 1353 ~ 3252
July16-31 1480 1539 318
Alfofjuly 2403 2892 . 1681
Aug1-15 HA 1364  -25495
Aug 16-31 1014 124.9 - 18.82
AliofAug 2024 2613 225

Rainfallin mm. Deviationin per cent from nommal
SQURCE. IMP

chairman of the Divecha Centre for Climate
Change at the indian Institute of Science,
Bangalore, said.

At the end of August, overall deficiency
inrainfalfwas 12 per cent, with only eight of
the 36 meteoroiogical sub-divisions in the
country gething normal or more rainfall,

India had received deficient rainfajl inthe
last monsoon season aswell, overall rains in
the four-month monsoon season being 12
per cent below nonmal.

‘This year, jJune produced more than ex-.
pected rainfall, 16 per centexcess, mainly due
to the Madden julian Oscillation {MJ0). But
Ty and August have remained deficient. The
first halfof August was 26 per cent deficient.



Flood victims at Balimukh viliage in Morigaon Tuesday, Py

ASSAM FLOODS

JE. 2.9

Number of affected climbs to
9 lakh; 85,000 in relief camps

SAMUDRA GUPTA
KASHYAP

GUWAHAT! SEPTEMBER T
THE FLOOD situation in Assam
remmainad grim on Teesday with
three more districts getting af-
fected in the last 24 hours,

Fhe number of peopie af-
fected by the calamity has
climbed to mmore than nine lakh,

While unofficial figures put
the death toll at six, official
sotirces said onty two persons
have lost their lives in the floads.

Sofar, more than 85,600 people
have been lodged in 214 relief
camps,

Eastam Assarn’s Dhemai dis-
trict remained the worst-af-
fected, with the Assam State
Disaster Management Authority
(ASDMA)gnetting the number of
affected people there at 3.35
iakh, as on Tuesday,

While the exact number of
houses damaged was yet to be
ascertained, several thousand
cattle, pigs and poultry have
been washed away or kifled in
the districtin the past fen days.
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lakes dip to five-year low

RichaMiatu@timesgroup.com

Munbai Notonly isthemon
soon playing truant, bad news
ig also coming from the catelr
ment areas which supply wa
tet to Mumbai city and sab-
urhs. The conient of water in
the seven iakes has touched a
five-year low

Angust 81 was the first
time since the monsoon set in
this year that water content in
the lakes which supply water

to Mumbai-Modak Sagar,
Tansa, Vihar Tulsi, Upper
Vaitarna, Bhatsa ang Middie
Vaitarha--was the lowest
when compared with thesame
day sinte 2011, Water content
in the lakes was .85 lakh mil
Yion litres while on Augnst 31,
2014, it was 13.67 lakkh million
litres.

Considering the meager
rainfall in the catchment ar
eas, the BMC decided to i
poge water cuts, While a 20%
water ot was imposed during
supply hours from midnight
of Aupust?s,a50% cut wasim
posed for hulk consumers like
malls, star hotels, factories,
stadizms. However with the
water conend hitting 2 five-

BMC plans to clean up Powai Lake

The BMC wiii clean up Powai | ake, which has acatchment area
of about 600 hectares, Thejake's water Is used for non-potable
purposes Ske gardening and by industries. The BMC will remove
hyacinths and waste from the lake to improve water quality, for
which iz wii spend Rs 7.15 crore, The proposal will be tabled before
the BMC standing committee meeting to be held on Wednesday.
‘The BMC has appointed a ‘Powat Lake Revival Committee, which
comprises experts from iT-Bombay, Maharashtra Pollution
Control Board (MPCB), forest department, Unienenvironment
ministry and local residents to improve the deteriorating state of
the lake. HT-Bombay has already carried outa survey, bathymelry
and silt study of the lake. =

yeariow, the BMCistakingad  for aerated water and pack:
ditiona! measures. A circular  aged. water boftling planis
has been issued that since wa-  shallbereduced tomeetdrink:
ter in the seven lakes isabout  ing water requirementsof the
9% less than what is re  work force at such plants, Be-
quired, effeciivemanagement  sides, all construction sites
of water supply isessential. wiit alse be checked by civic

Water conservation mea-  stafl o ensure that water is

sures proposed include no  notmisused.

processing of new proposals The BMC daily supplies
for public/ private gardens Mumbai3750mitlion litresap-
unti! normat water supply I8 proximately however with
restored, water conrections  water cutsbeing imposedenly
granted to public swimming 3200 million litres of water
pools and air conditioner would be picked up from the

pants will be disconnected
immediately expect for emer-
geney services or lifesaving
purposes, water comnections

seven Inkes, Mumbal reguires
a total of 14.47 lakh million
litres in the lakes to last it (3
the nest monsoon,

The Deccan H_c.‘arfd'{ Bengharu )
The Deccan Chrorical { Hyderabad )
Centrat Chronical { Bhopal )
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Monsoon in no August rush,

was city’s driest inadecade

TOTAL WATER IN LAKES ON AUGUST 31
{In takh million Jitres}

DRY SKIES AND
PARCHED LAKES

AUGUST RAINFALL ¢n mm)
2014 Wwom 458

2013 w2563
2052 W2 3771
2011 se— 3552
' 2610 mms——— 1 0365

200 w2903 some
2008 —_— 7 ‘T
2007 w2605

2006 u——— 95].5
2005 W52/ 1

CITY'S WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM

_ » The city Is suppiied water » The Bhatsa system,
MONTHLY RAINFALL IN 2015 from Modak Sagar, Tansa, which supplies water to
@ Colaba @ Santacrz (nmm) | Vibar, Tuls], Upper Valtarna,  the eastem suburbs, had
JUNE Bhatsa and Middie 181 days of water as of
Vaitama o August3l, 2ol

> Mumbaireceives  mey > The Vaitama system,
3,750 mitlion fitres which supplies water to
daily but after the Mumnbai cily area and
water cuts only 3,200 million  western suburbs, had

‘ fitres of water Is being picked 235 days of water as of
11067 11883 3539 | up from the seven lakes August 31, 2018
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Day’s Rain In
June More
Than All Of
Last Month

Richa.Pinte@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: It's bad news from
the weather office. Mumbai, af
ter witriessing an exceptional
1y dry July had abad Augustas
well, I fact this was the driest
in the last 10vears. What is
even more surprising is that
rainfall recorded in a single
day of Junethis vear was high-
or than the iotal rainfail re-

: corded by the Santacruz ab-

! servatory for the entire month
of Angust.

The Regional Meteorvlogh
cal Centre Mumbai's Colaba
observaiory recorded
ooty andg Santacruz Te
corded 283.4mm of rainfali in

. the 24hour period of Jupe 16

: 18 from 8.30am-8.90am, or 16%

© of the season’s required rain-

. £sH. Meanwhile the total rabne
fall recorded between Angust
1-3%, by the DMD was 188.3mun
in Colaba and 153.8mm in San-
tacrz,

The total rainfall received
in June 2015 broke an alitime
record. June this yesr was the
wettest with Santacruzrecord:
ing 1038 8mm of rain till June

i 23, beating the all-4ime record
of June 1971 when 1037.1mm
of rainfall was recorded. July
and August bave been in stark
contrast, both recording their
jowsst rainfall in a decade
While most days recorded be-
Tow 10mm of rainfail, many of
the days in August recorded
traceramfaiaswell,

Mesnwhile the tota) rain:
fa]l recorded from June 1 this
year in Colaba has been

: hasbeen 1618.7mm. Thedeficit
i i1t case of Chlaba however is

g 425?51?1211 and. i Qombassen— =

«I5a .
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Flood throws life out of gear in Assam

Ratnadip Choudhury

GUWAHATI: After & brief
respite, InCessant rain across
Assarn and neighbouring
Arunachal Pradesh, Megha-
laya and Bhutan again un-
leashed havoe.
The situation in Upper As-
" sam is very volatile with flood
waters rising. The state govern-
ment has sounded a red alert
on Monday. in Upper Assam,
over 7.35 lakh people are al
fected in.at least 18 districts
have been affected, at least
: three people are dead in the
| past 24 hours andrainsarcex-

DH PHOTO

ing two days.

Over 1.18 lakh hectares of
cropland have been inundated
by the surging waters of the
swollen Brahmaputra and its
tributaries. Brahmaputra is
flowing above the danger mark
in Dibrugarh, Jorhat, Texpur
and Dhubri.

Acecording to government

sources, & mother and her'mé-
nor son were washed away by
the Sessa River in spate at
Thakuthan on the outskirts of
Dibrugarh city Sunday night
when they were gomg 1o a re-
fiefcamp.

Railway tracks in severai ar-
eas in Jorhat district remained

After a full of a few days, h'eavy rain %ashed ﬂiadtkefz town on Mon
the scorching heat. Overfiowing drains and inendated roads 3

inundated resulting in delays. .
Over 1,500 villages and lo-
calities are reeling under the
flood waters in Dhemaji,
Lakhimpur, Tinsukia, Dibra-
garh, Kokrajhar, Bongaigaon,
Sonitpur, Barpeta, Jorhat,
Goalpara, Morigaon, Cachar,
Golaghat and Nagaon districts,
according to the daily flood bul-
letin of the Assarn State Disas-
rer Management Authority.

Measures taken
Atotal of 168 relief camps have
been opened across the state,
Most parts of the tea city of
Dibrugarh rermained inundat-
ed due to heavy rain for the last

four days. One person was elec-
rrocuted and over 50,000 peo-
ple affected prompting thead-
ministration  to  close
educational institutions, offi-
cialssaid.

Assars Chief Minister Tarun
Gogot has directed for imsne-
diate refief.In neighbouring
Arunachai Pradesh,a flood-fike
situation prevails triggering
landstides. Lohit, East Siang,
Tawang and Lower Dibang are
the most affected districts, gov-
ernment sources added. In
Indo-China border at Tawang
major landskides have beenre-
ported at seven places.

DH News Service

day evening, bringing respite from
ed the movement of vehicles.
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THE FLOOD EFFECT: {Left) A woman carrying her belongings wades through a water-logged road in flood-hit Dibwogarhin
Assam on Monday: Peogle move through a flooded road after heavy rains in Alipurduar in West Bengalon Menday. rri
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Following a downpos, people using boats 1 cross a flooded area in Dibrugark on Sunday. >
— {78 Photos \
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| Incessant
 rains hit life
in Dhemaji

CORRESPONDENT

- FONAI, Aug 30: Incessant
ramns for the last four days have
paralysed life in Dhemayt dis-
trict, especially 1n places like
(Giogamukh, Dhemaji, Silap-
athar and fonai as also the Siang
valley in the neighbouring state
of Arunachal Pradesh. The third
wave of monsoon, which has
turned torrentialin the region,
has also created flood havoc in
different parts of the district.

Meanwhile, heavy showers
submerged many low lying ar-
eas and rural roads disrupting
road communication at several
places in Jonat subdivision, In-
cessant rain i the upper reach-
es of the hilis in Arunachal
Pradesh is also jeading to con-
stant rise in the water levels of
rivers and streams.

Overflowing water of Lali
river connected to the Brah-
maputra nver has created flood
havoc on its ight banks. As such
more than 20 villages of Bahir-
Jonai and Rayang Biioypur pan-

chayats are reeling under fiood. -

The flash flood has inundated
human habitagions and paddy
fields in Malbhog, Santipur, Be-
rachapor, Tar: Maggacn, Lub-
ijaan, Munmuni Chapori,
Bholukaguri villages. Similar-
Iy, the surging water of Siliey
river overflowed at Bahi-Silley
and Mohmars ares and also has
crated flood fury in Nahar Sii-

iey, Bolaipam and Okland un-
der Bahir-Jonai panchayat,

In Dhemaji, surging waters
of the fiyadhal and Kumatiya
rivers entering through the
plam areas have flooded human
habitations in Paschim Dhema-
jl areas. More than 50 viliages
int Paschim Dhemafi, including
Kesukhana, Laumuri, Naru-
athan, Guwekhana, Dubai.
Changrraigaon and Dhupdhora
are reeling under floodwater.

Floodwaters have also sub-
merged a long stretch of the
PWD road linking Laurauri and
Gohaingaon. It has also washed
about 2 km streteh of Laumuri-
Ghilarnara road snapping road
communication limks. The
floods also washed away three
hambooe bridges on the Naru-
athan-Burhabhakat road dis-
rupting commusnication. Road
communication between Dhe-
mafl and Machkhowa has also
been hit as the flood has dam-
aged the south abuttnent of the
RCC bridge at Butikur,

Fiash floods caused by Si-
lasutl river vyesterday
breached the National High-
way-52 at Santipur near ih-
mow, snapping read commu-

nication between Silapthar

and Jonal. Moreover, the swrg-
ing water of Gainadi river is
also flowing over the mighway
since this morning disrupting
communication between
Dhemaii and Silapathar.

Viltagers shifting thetr domestic animals as rising walers of the

Pagaldiva inundated large parts of Bavama in Baksa district,

on Sunday. - UB Pholes
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Lacals wade through a flooded street af Melekigaon Ghilamora in Dhakuakhana, on Saturday. -UB Photos
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

- DIBRUGARH, Aug 30: As
the surging Brahmaputra con-
tinues to fiow above the dan-
ger level here, the erosion and
flood in the district is lately
taking a devastating turn.
Alarming erosion has been
reported from Bogoritoli area
in Rohmoria under Chabua
revenue ¢ircle.

People from the erosion and
fload-prone Bogoritoli arca
have been evacuated to safer
places. Binod Kedia, the Chief
Advisor of the Flood and Ero-
sion Resistance Struggle Fo-
rum Dibrugarh and Tinsukia

districts has already alerted the

district aérinistration‘ Kedia

said that several families in the
area were being shifted to saf
er places. The Forumhas urged
the district administration, lo-
cal MLA and the Executive
Engineer of the Water Re-
source Department to initiate
medsures to protect the people
from being washed away by the
swelling Brahmaputra,

More than 50 villages and
several hundred hectares of
standing crops in the district
have been flooded yet again.
The highest number of villag-
es and hectares of land have
heen affected in Chabua rev-
enue circle, More than
10,000 people have been re-
portedly affected in the flood
and erosion in Chabua area.

In Dibrugarh (Hast) revenue
circie, Panbari and Asckland
tea estate have heen experi-
encing the fury of the rising
Brahmaputra, About 500 peo-
ple have been displaced from
Panbari and Auckland areas.
Tn Dibrugarh (West) revenue
circle too, floods have inun-
dated agricultural fand of the
villagers.

The incessant rain 1 the
region is also causing enor-
mous havoc in the ity here.
The mupicipality and its ad-
joining areas, including roads
have come under the water.
The unprecedented artificial

fiood In the cigy is a testimo-

ny to the existing poor sew-
erage system, The drainage

system has proved faulty and |
incompetence of the municl-
pality and the district admin-
istration has come to the fore.

Doomdooma Corre- |
spondent adds: The inces-
sant rain since Friday night
affected normal life in Tinsu-
kia district on Saturday. The
jow-lying areas of the district
are flooded with rain water. In
several places of Tinsukia and
Doocmdooma towns, rain wa-
ter has created a flood-like sit-
gation, causing great prob-
lems for the pedestrians.

Maiority of the people kept
themselves indoors due to
rain. The attendance of the
students in the schools and
colleges was thin,
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Tinsukia

CORRESPONDENT

TINSUKIA, Aug 30: Due to incessant rains for the lagt cou-

L

ple of days, the water jevels of the tivers namely, the Brah-
maputra, Dibg, Na-Dehing, Buri Dehing, Doomdooma, ho-
1a, etc., have risen dangerously {nundating many areas in Tisu-
kia district,

1 Tinsukia Revenue Circle, Guijan, Rangagord, Natun Gaon,
cic., are under flood water. Simitarly, under Doomdooma Reve-:-
aue Circle, several villages of Na Bormura, Saikhowa, Dangon
are affected by the flood. Four wards of Doormdoomna town are
also under flood water of Doormdooma river and six reliefcamps
have been set up in the town. Ranwater has also submerged
muany areas of Tinsukia town creating a flovd-like situation.

The Brahmaputra river is flowing just under the danger
tevel at Dhota and Dibrugarh, whereas the water level of Buri
Dehing at Margherita is stated to be above the danger level,

and if rains continue then the situation will be very grave.
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Sonapur-Guwahati stretch now
prone to landslides, flash floods

A CORRESPONDENT

JORABAT Ang 30: After
the compiction of the streteh
of the Nationg! Highway
from Sonapur to Guwalwt,
frequen: landslides and arti-
ficial floods have turmed the
arca fato o wirtnal ‘death
zoae, with killer landslides
ocecurring with alarming
regularity

Recently, land-

the busy highway.

“The lutest landshide did
not completely block the
hghway due to the compara.
tively lesser amoupt of de-
bris. This time the debris
could not cross the divider on
the highway, allowing vehic-
ufar movement on the other
side of the same road.” he
satd,

entting and lack of proper re-
search on soff material for
highway construction by the
MBL construction company
and the National [fighway
Authority of Indis (NHAIY's
consuitancy frm RITES Lid,
are the main reasons behind

landslides.”
He alleged that there had
heen large-scale corruption
during cen-

Matters have not improved . . oy of

siides occurred . @8 the authorities concerned e sighway's

in areas i Bth have not yet come up with

Mile, Ganesh-
mandir and in
1.3th Mile area of
Jorabat and siso
on the Jorabat
GN road, The Iandsbhide at
8th Mile {the Meghalaya
side) caused loose earth and
boutder from the hills to fall
woon five lottery shops, and
the workers of the counters
had z providential esqape.
Inan interaction with The
Assam Tribune, the 2nd Of
ficer-1n-Charge of Jorabat
traffic. ontpost, EH Chovd-
hury said that landslides had
mdeed become a disturbing
concern, posing 2 threat not
just o Hfe and property but
also causing frequent disrup-
fons o traffic movement on

the menace

Forrast be noted that there
have been bindslides in the
sume Jorabat 13th Mile are-
as previeusly resulting /a
deposition of huge amounts
of mud and stone on the
road, blocking the National
Highwav

When asked about the fac-
tors behind the frequent land-
shides in the area, Dimoria All
Assam Students’ Union

{AASL) cliref advisor Dibya-

tyoti Medhi said, "Unsgien-
tific il citting, deforestation
on the hills, non-muintenance
of proper slope during hill

Forabat.
Sonapur

the appropriate scientific  cwn Jora
interventions to check bat  AASU

umt filed a
complaint
against the engineers work-
ing under Rites Ltd consul-
tancy firm, to the NFIAL Re-
g onal Officer of North Kast,
Raj Chakrabarti on Augost
17 1ast on the water-logging
problem at Jorabat.
Landshdes apart, the are-
asin and around Jorabat have
also witnessed severe flash
floods fellowing the highway
constrrction. Matters have
not improved as the anthor-
ittes concerned have not yet
come up with the appropri-
ate scientific interventions
to check the menace.






