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NMCG & UN Habitat organize a policy dia-
logue - Urban Cafe: ‘River for Habitat’ on
the occasion of World Cities Day 2018

+New Delhi, The National Mission for Clean Ganga partnered
with UN Habitat to organize a policy dialogue- ‘Urban Cafe:
River for Habitat” in New Delhi on the occasion of World
Cities Day 2018 yesterday. Experts in the sector got together
to discuss the deep association that rivers have with various
aspects of human civilization — our cities, our economy and
various facets of our daily lives. the challenges to maintain-

- ing healthy river ecosystems and ways to deal with the same.

- Addressing the inaugural session Shri U.P Singh Secretary,

- Ministry of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga

Rejuvenation expres ch concern about people’s weakening
connect with rivers in the modern times and the bad health of
many of our rivers. He said that no untreated sewage of in-
dustrial effluent should be allowed to flow into rivers. there
should be no dumping of solid waste on flood plains, there
should be a focus on increasing water usage efficiency in agri-
culture.and 1educmi> extraction of ground water. This will
lead 16 better river health. Speakmg on the occasion DG,
NMCG, Shri’ Rajiv Ranjun Mishra detailed the measures
being taken b\) his organization for cleaning Ganga. He said,
Today the chdllencm we face is urbanization vis.a.vis rivers.
Asurvey ¢ carried out on the mam -stem of Ganga has identified
97 mwm cmm |butm<7 to sewaoe/mdusma pollution in the
river”. Elabor#ting on the measures taken by NMCG, to ad-
“dress these issues, Shri Mishra said that innovations such as
One City One Operator, Hybrid Annuity Model, 15 year Op-
erations & Maintenance of sewerage infrastructure projects
have been introduced. He also talked about the Urban River
Management Plan developed by the Consortium of 7 IITs and
emphasized that the connect between river and people is es-
sential since the community needs to be involved as stake-
holders to monitor the health of the river. Other issues that he
pointed out as vital in this regard include managing flood
plain encroachments, developing city-specific urban manage-
ment plan, valuation of river services in economic terms, pre-
serving biodiversity in Ganga. maintaining groundwater
recharge. NMCG's collaboration and convergence with all
stakeholders and engaging public participation.
In his key note address Shri Sanjeev Sanyal, Principal Eco-
nomic Advisor, Department of Economic Aftairs. Ministry of
Finance said that in order to protect our flood plains we need
to find environmentally sensitive ways of using them to build
a connect with the people living around them.
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Central team in .
‘Odisha to assess
Titli ¢ damage

Members to v151t Gaxapatl today

STAFF REPORTER
EERHAMPUR

¢+ A -seven-member ‘team of

| Home Affairs S.K. Shahi,
 reached Odisha’s Ganjam
dlstnct on Thursday to as-

quent floods.

+ district on Friday. After re-
| turning from the field visits,
| the team is scheduled to
' hold meeting with senior of-
_ ficials of the Odisha govern-
. ment at the State secretariat
_in Bhubaneswar.
| team on Thursday visited
 cyclone and flood-devastat-

. and . Dharakote blocks in
" Ganjam district. The mem-

with the people and ground-
level government officials to
assess the 51tuat10n :

| Specxal package

visit, the Odisha govern-
‘ment on' Wednesday an-

. nounced a special package -
‘for cyclone and flood-devas- -

 tated people. Under the spe-
§~c1a1 package, decided at a
meeting chaired by Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik,
ithe State government has
{decxded to convert short-
iterm Kharif loans of farmers
“m the
\areas, having crop loss of
133% or more, into medium-

*term loan. The government

’has also decided 100% re-
xmssxon of cess onland reve-

‘nue where crop loss i is D3%

OI' more.

School fees and exarhina-
ﬂtxon fees of students in go-
‘vernment schools will be
‘waived and two. pairs of
ischool uniforms and ‘text-
‘books will be provided to

| the students of elementary

~schools in the affected
areas.. |

. Agnculture mput subsidy
‘will be provided, to small
tand marginal farmers who
‘have suffered crop loss of
3347 or more

%r_he Central government, led
| by secretary of Ministry of

According to sources, the
- ed areas in Patrapur, Surada

‘bers of the team interacted

Ahead of the Central team 5

“cyclone-affected i

. Drought

| sess the'damage caused by . BHUE
Cyc]one Titli and the subse-" )
« has declared .drought in
The team will visit the cy

| done devastated “Gajapati

nine of the 30 districts in
the ‘State and authorised
. the Collectors to undertake
*. relief ‘measures ‘in the af
fected areas. v
A total of 2,33,17: 8,hec‘
 tares of crop land in'5,633
' villages under 1,186 gram
‘panchayats of 66 blocks
and 16 urban local bodies
_ in Bargarh, Balangir, Deo-
.garh, Jharsuguda, Kalahan-
di, Nabarangpur, Nuapada,
~Sambalpur -and Sundar-
ed

tomoisture stress; the State
‘government said. .

According to the analysw .

~'made by the State Drought

' Monitoring Cell, function-

ing under the Odisha State

. Disaster Management
! Authority, there'was rain-
fall deviation 0f39% 10 59%

(severe .deficit) in five
‘blocks ~Muribahal, Loisin-
~ gaand Belapada of Balangir
district and Sundargarh Sa-
dar. and  Tangarapalli
_ blocks 'of Sundargarh dis-
trict. An official release said
another 30 blocks in 12 dis-

tricts -experienced deficit
. tainfall (shortfall between
19% - and 39%), _and 1100,
‘blocks in 19 districts expe-
“rienced dry spell periods of
‘three weeks and more. =

ivone thousand pump sets
:shall be provided with 50%
subsidy limited to a maxi-
~mum of ¥15,000. Added to
‘it, 1,000 solar pump sets

(0.5 HP) will be provided to

. the affected farmers at 90%
 subsidy limited to ¥54,000
-per pump set under ‘Saura
Jalanidhi’ -project: Compen
‘sation has ‘also been de-
clared for loss of livestock of
"people involved in animal
" husbandry and pisciculture.
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 Jharkhand’s blocks are facinga

& anditserratic behawour accor

i

~ Theworst- _affected districtsin- -

\ least18 ofthe 24 districtshaveei- -
i therone ormore blockthat could
~ bededlared drought-affected. -

E 'w111 be sent to the Centre by
- November 21.

munication, the concerned de-

- 'partments have been asked to

/ send their final reports along

* -with the measuresthataretobe
' quired for it by November 5.

of Agricultural Physics at Birsa

/ Wednesday by Chief Minister

\- startthe processtoprowder lief
"to affected people. -

ot i
blocks facing <«

\&...inthe

Deccan Chronicle
“-Deccan Herald

The Times of India (A)

Business standard

The Economic Times
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drought-hke ;~.situat10n

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE that has been’ assis

RANCHI ‘NOVEMBERW

NEARLY ~50 per cent of - the moment, at least 1

drought-like situation duetolow
rainfall, late arrival of monsoon-

ought.

ingto government officials.
gory,” hesaid.

. clude Garhwaand Palamu andat Wadood said whﬂe

A meeting of senior officials -
and scientists was convened on

- Raghubar Das todiscuss thesit-
uation. Das directed officials to

time;” ”said Wadood.

_Afinalreportonthe s1tuimon Axmeteorologlcal

~ Accordingto an oﬁiaa] com-

 overall rain average in
undertaken, and the fundsre-

DrAbdul Wadood, chairman_ -

gnculture Uruversxty (BAU)

ting the

ctilture department in as-
sessmg the situation, said thatat

29 of the

261 blocks are affected by

AL least 10 blocks arein the
serious categow, while the oth-
ers are in the rnoderate cate-

there are

_several factors that determine
‘whether ablock is affected by
drought, the four main parame-
“tersare ramfall CTOp COVer, Tor-
d difference vegetationin-
1 standardised
reapxtatlonmdex"The dataon
ese aspects was being metic-
ously collected overa penod of

depart—

. mentofficial said thatmonsoon
- arrived in Jharkhand at least 15
_dayslate on June 25.The official
 said thatafter the arrival of mon-
-soon, the winds were weak and

the state

has been around 72 per cent of

_ the Long Period Average (LPA).
“The situation turned worse for
the farmers because of erratic

Tainfall,” the official said.
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