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On Karnataka -Kerala border, harmony ﬂows with water

Every year VIIlagers of Manlla and Puttlge build a barrage across Shlrlya rlver to face summer

rANxLKUMARSASTmr

} MANGALURU: Two nelghbourmg :

% villages, in Karnataka and

{ " Kerala, on'Thursday almost
i completed this year’s ‘annual

¢ ritual’ — something they have A_ ,

been doing for three decades.

- 'The ritual is nothing but the

constructlon of akatta

(temporarybarrage) across the |

; Shmya River, which acts as the
border between Karnataka and
i Kerala. In arare dlsp]ay of
- bonhomie, the vﬂlagers —
# belonging to Manila in -
“ Karnataka and Putnge in
Kerala —joinhandsto build
 this barrage to face the
! summer. - .- :
! 'The barrage is bu11t at the )
* Balekallu village of Bantwal
 taluk, about 56 km from ~ - .-
Mangaluru L o

?‘ 30—’year-pmct1ce

f Accordingto Ra]esh -
Padekallu, Manila gram .

) panchayat president, fhe o
. practice has been on for about”

£30 years. For about eight years,

| l the Puttige panchayat has been

g providing labour under the -

g Mahatma Gandhi National
. Rural Employment Guarantee

* Scheme while Manil4 villagers |’

* too provide men and material.
b His brother, Jayaprakash
» Padekallu, said the water

.3
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! panchayat facilitates the

! stored inthe barrage helps
irrigate about 300 acres ofland |
comprising areca nut gardens
and paddy fields of both the

_States. It recharges the

1 groundwater in theregion, '~ ]

The 50-metre long barrage is'

‘built using boulders, sandbags ol

- | ‘and plantain trunks, he said,
-, - Hemavathi, a member of the

Puttlge gram panchayat, told
The Hindu that though the

{ river flows in Karnataka

abutting her ward, the -

LIVE & LET LIVE: People constructl ga barrage using boulders,
Balekallu village across Shmya river on Thursday — phioro: spscw_ ARRANGEMENT.

barrage work for the benefits ,.

provided by it. This year, 538 ="} -
man days of workhad been . . .
completéd so far, costing about .
' Rs.1.291akh, she said. ~ *

Appealtogovernments

Usually, work starts in the

_ first week of February. But this.

year, it was nearing
completion because

MGNREGA grants were made

available early in January, Ms.

Hemavathi said. This, she said, -

would help in storing more

sandbags and glantaln trunks at the

water thls season.
‘Mr. Rajésh Padekallu sa1d
the panchayat had been urgmg

. the Karnataka government to

build a permanent barrage. He

1 said the panchayat aswellas ~
residents were willing to share

water with their neighbours in
Kerala as was being done at
present, and wanted both the
governments to act in this .
regard.

River Shiriya has its'origin
niear Kolthige village in the
Puttur taluk of Karnataka.
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" New Delhi World ’Wetlandsf
7 'Day was celebrated in style:
‘at YamunaBlodlversnyParkf—
‘z.(YBP), where - experts and‘
4 students discussed how to. §
'f.. conserve wetlagcéj ;.m the

‘- nationalecapital”; ;
... Observed evei'y ear-on
" February?2, thisyear’stheme
- was —Wetlands for “disaster
~rlsk reduction. :

YA

How it was done

Rewvmg Y muna Bmdlvers;ty Park ; .
' > Site was examined to check ow deep

L e e

at YBP, said successful reviv-

al and restoration .of wet: .

lands is the need of the honr

" inDelhi withtwosuchwater-

bodies restored through nat-
uralmeansatthepark.

. YBP developed a wetland .. &

, over seven acres in Phase I,

. which is now attracting mi-

PRI I T vt e e o

" the waterbodies and -

carrying out desﬂtmg
to allow rainwater to
ﬂow into them = -~

gratory birds like red-crest- - kyo®

ed pochard, northern shovel-

er, northern pmtalls .great. .

cormorants, painted stork,’

among several other species,
" The number of red-crested
‘pochard spotted in2016at the .

parkrosetn103, up from52in .
- the previousyear.”

CRBabu, professor emer-

N crested pochards and
* dartérs have iricreased”
over the 1ast few years -

ers of red-

- to flow

| along the waterbody after detafmining
-{ -that'the sofl had high subsail aquifers

- » Area was des;lted to allow ramwater

“»Sagés and aquatlc plants %ke flydnlla,» :
- Potamogetor and Lemna were. plantedin
~and around the area to further purﬁy water :

> Several resudent and mlgratory birds -
like pochards, herons and shovelers - .-
{ - started arriving to the waterbody, -

breeding there and cleaning up the water
surface that became a rich breeding
ground for insects as well

evival hasg made the

v._,"ftllay tﬁeczg:ii 2‘;1%0_ : revival of park oné of thelargest |~ aquifers were and yvhat plantsmight

: cy%lones byactingasabuffer - wetlandsby planting reetf‘ ing snghts of black- | “growwellonit . e
FaiyazKhudsar, topscientist ~. |. Irees and shrubs along *- » Tamarix & Phragmite treés

the: second stage, after the se-

“wagé first passes through a -

“uohstructed wetlahd”, whi-

ch’is'a combination of sand,

‘bereplicated laround the cap ;

1ta1,’” Babusaid.

‘Over 200 studentsb from °

- Delhi University and poor

preserving .nature. Urban
settlements' are - gradually
encroaching upon wetlands,
which isdestroyingthenatu-

E itus Delhi University and~ graveland aquaticflora. - 'schoolchildren, brought to- ral habitat of birds and ani-
;- head of Centre for Environ- . “We successfully created gether by National Museum - mals. Wemustrevive one wa-
{ ‘mental Management of De-"" a constructed  -“wetland, of Natural History, took part . terbody at a time, and then
i graded -Ecosystems, says which istreatingsewagewa-  intheevent onThursday. Dreserveit,” said T R Rao,an
: wetlandsinDelhicanalsobe - ter at DDA’s Neela Hauz Bio- .- . - “Therehastobeabalance ecologist and the chlef guest
¢ usedtotreat sewage water in ° diversity Park. Thiscannow - between development and for thesession. b

.3
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Survival of Indus waters
pact weak, says Ureport

STANDOFF Says it fails to address India’s shortages in western side
WHAT IS THE TREATY ABOUT?

Press Trust of India
= letters@hindustantimes.com

ISLAMABAD: The 40-year-old mdus
Waters Treaty between India
and Pakistan has been an out-
standingexample of conflict res-
olution but scarcity of water in
the basin states since the early
1990shas brought the agreement
under strain and its “survival
appears weak”, according to a
UNreport.

“The treaty fails to address
twoissues: the divisionof shorta-
ges in dry years between India
and Pakistan, when flows are

almost half as compared to wet -

years, and the cumulative
impact of storageson the flows of
theRiver Chenab intoPakistan,”
said the UNDPreport, ‘Develop-
ment Advocate Pakistan’,
Wular Barrage and Kishen-
gangaprojectonthe Jhelumand
Neelumrivers present asimilar
problem whereby water storage
duringthe Rabiseasonis critical
as flows are almost one-fifth of
theKharifseason, accordingthe
report, which was released on
Wednesday. “For over 40 years,

* the Indus Waters Treaty has

T3

-.Covering L,Yis

proved to be an outstanding
example of conflict resolution.
Anincreasein water stressin the
basin states since the early 90s
has brought the Treaty under
strain. In fact, its survival
appears weak, although thereis
noexit clause,” it said.
Thereportsaid that Pakistan
has gone as far as calling the
treaty an inefficient forum for
resolving waterissues, elevating

‘When was the treaty signed?

On Sept 19, 1960; Jawaharlal Nehru and Pakistan president Ayub Khan
signed an-pact to share water of Beas, Ravi, Sutlej, Indus, Chenab and
Jhelum. Since Indus was the biggest of them, the treaty was named as

- the ‘Indus waters treaty’

. ‘What necessitated the treaty?
After Partition, Pakistan and india
locked horns aver the share of

- ~waterin the Indus Basin asits

~ source remained in India. During
‘the early years after Partition, an
Inter-Dominion Accord of 1948

apportioned the share of water. .

But Pakistan was kéenona - .
. permanent solution. '

thewaterissuetoa “coreissue”
andincludingitin the composite
dialogue. But India has refused
to include the issue in the com-
posite dialogue because it isnot
ready todiscard the treaty.
Thetreaty permitted Indiato
create storages on the western
rivers of 1.25, 1.60 and 0.75 mil-

- lionacrefeet (MAF) for general,

power and flood storages,
respectively, amountingtoa per-
‘missible storage of 3.6 MAF.

“A clear ambiguity in the
treaty occursinits permissionto
be interpreted differently,
thereby creating conflicts
between Pakistan and India. The
treaty also fails to clearly

address India’s share of shorta- -

gesinrelationtostoragedamson
the western rivers, an issue of
major concern,” thereportsaid.

Asaresult of climate change,
shrinkingglaciersand changing

What role did World Bank play?
The World Barik, in 1954, offered a
proposal to the two nations under
which India retdin control over

~the three eastern tributaries

while Pakistan controls the three -
rivers on the west. While India .
was eager to seal this deal,
Pakistan turned hostile and even
threatened to walk out.

precipitation patterns render
the need to address issues of
water scarcity and resources.
“During floods, for example,
majority of the water runs into
the rivers of Indus-Pakistan
which leaves the province of
Sindh flooded. Suchnegative set-
backs on the economy will even-
tually havedire consequences if
notaddressed,” thereport said.
It said that with control of the
River Chenabthrough the Salal
dam, India has several plans
under way for development of
hydropower with .enhanced
water storage on the western
river. Pakistan continues toface
reduced flows from the Chenab
owing to the recent storage of
water in the Baglihar dam.

Awareness on trans-bound-

ary waterissuesisarecent phe-
nomenon and systematic studies
areneeded, thereport said.
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Indus Water T reaty survival ; appears weak: UN report

.ISLAMABAD, FEBRUARY 2
The 40-year-old Indus
Water Treaty between India

and Pakistan has been an.

outstanding example of
conflict resolution, but the
scarcity of water in the
basin states since the early
1990s has brought the
agreement under strain and
its “survival appears weak”,
according to a UN report.

“The ftreaty fails to

- address two issues: the divi-_

sion of shortages in dry
years between India and
Pakistan, when flows are
almost half as compared to

wet years, and the cumula--

tive impact of storages on
the flows of the Chenab into
Pakistan,” said the UNDP
report titled ‘Development
Advocate Pakistan’,

Walar Barrage and Kishen-
ganga project on the Jhelum

Cevering L., YIS

and Neelum rivers present a
similar problem whereby
water storage during the
Rabi season is critical as
flows are almost one-fifth of
the Kharif season, according
to the report, which was
releasedyesterday

“For over 40 years, the
Indus Water 'I‘reaty has
proved to be an outstanding
example ‘of -conflict resolu-
tion. An increase in water
stress in the basin states
since the early 90s has
brought the treaty under
strain. In fact, its survival
appears weak, although there
is no exit clause,” it said.

The report said that Pak-
istan had gone as far as call-
ing the treaty an inefficient
forum for resolving water
issues, elevating the water
issue to a “core issue” and
including it in the composite

Unaddressed issues

The Indus at Choglamsar village in Leh. TRIBUNE proTO

T-3.2-

compared to wet years.

Chenab into Pakistan.

®The division of shortages in dry years between India
and Pakistan, when the flows is almost half as

® The cumutative impact of storages on the flow of the

" mate change,

dialogue. But India has
refused to include the issue
in the composite dialogue
because it is not ready to dis-
card the treaty.

The treaty permitted India

to create storages on the
western rivers of 1.25, 1.60
and 0.75 million acre feet
(MAF) for general, power and
flood storages, respectively,
amounting to a total permis-

sible storage of 3.6 MAF.

“A clear ambiguity in the
treaty occurs in its permis-
sion to be interpreted differ-
ently, thereby creating con-
flicts between Pakistan and
India. The treaty also fails to
clearly address India’s share
of shortages in relation to
storage dams on the western
rivers, an issue of major con-
cern,” according to the report.

As a consequence of cli-
shrinking
glaciers and changing pre-
cipitation patterns render
the need to address issues
of water scarcity and
resources, it said.

“During floods, for example,
majority of the water runs into
the rivers of Indus-Pakistan,
which leaves the province of
Sindh flooded. Such negative
setbacks on the economy will
eventually have dire conse-

quences if not addressed,” the
report warned.

It said that with control of
the Chenab through the Salal
dam, India has several plans
underway for the develop-
ment of hydropower.

Pakistan continues to face
reduced flows from the
Chenab owing to the recent
storage of water in the Bagli-
har dam. According to the
report, the annual flow in the
Chenab during wet years has
continued to decline since
1958-59 with an increase in
droughts since 1937-38.

“Same is the case with the
Jhelum being controlled by
India. Since the river is a
major source of irrigation and
hydropower for Pakistan, it
will pose dire impacts for the:
country if India chooses to
close the gates of the bar-
rage,” the report said. — PTI



